
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 6, 2016 
by Pastor Matt 

When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the 
ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses 
said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.” The house of Israel called it manna.  
Exodus 16:14-15, 31 

When I asked a family member to describe his first impressions of the St. Andrew North Campus* last week, his 
response was short and somewhat unflattering, “It’s small.” It wasn’t quite the answer I was hoping for, but then again 
neither was the response of the Israelites to the bread God rained from heaven each morning in the wilderness 
during the Exodus from Egypt. When the people picked up the flaky substance, their first response was one of 
questioning, not praise. Manna literally means, What is it? — It was a name that stuck. No doubt, there will be many 
different impressions of our temporary digs, but I will base mine on something I saw later that same day: BASIC 
youth playing games on the grass on a perfect late-spring evening. I thought to myself, What a blessing. Our kids 
haven’t had a green space to play on at the church for the entire program year. What will I call the North Campus? 
How about blessing! 
 
Gracious God, thank you for the manna you’ve provided St. Andrew in the midst of our journey. May we all truly 
appreciate the blessing of your generous provision in our time of transition. Through Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 
* The North Campus is what we’re calling the former New Horizons UMC building (2251 1st Avenue, Coralville), St. Andrew’s transitional home 
for the next ten months. 


