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Dear St. Andrew Family,

For many months, I looked forward to 
becoming your next pastor with great 
anticipation. From our initial 
interviews to Candidate Sunday, and 
now in our shared daily life together, I 
have felt the Holy Spirit gently 
nudging me at every step, confirming 
this call. 

You are a wonderfully caring church 
family, and Michelle and I are deeply 
grateful for the profound hospitality 
you have extended to us.

In my first month here, I have quickly 
learned that St. Andrew is a vibrant 
congregation with a servant’s heart 
for those in need. This is a community 
that deeply values worship and 
music, and genuinely desires to be 
inspired to live as the hands and feet 
of Christ. I love that about this church.

While I still have much to learn, the 
future looks bright. We are uniquely 
positioned to be a courageous 21st-
century church — one that focuses on 
transforming the community around 
us, even when it requires bold action.

I believe we are in a position to be a place that spiritually feeds the hungry, especially those whose faith 
can no longer hold the weight of their questions and doubts. We can be the place that says, “You belong 
here.”

Of course, being an open and inclusive church is challenging. It means ensuring everyone has a seat at 
the table, while humbly recognizing that even in our best efforts to include, we sometimes exclude. But 
this is the sacred work of the church: bringing heaven to earth, here and now. I see St. Andrew as a 
sanctuary for people who feel that no one else wants to hear their fears, struggles, or doubts.

As we look ahead, my prayer is that we do not grow comfortable, but instead grow passionate about 
what brings God joy. Sometimes that passion leads us into uncomfortable places, but that is precisely 
where the ground is fertile for spiritual growth.

In this next season, let us stop asking God who will be brought to our doors, and start asking where 
the Spirit wants us to go. If we continue to live in faithfulness, the Spirit will surely guide our way, and 
we cannot go wrong with that.

Blessings,

Pastor Jordan
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The Rev. Jordan Warntjes
Pastor and Head of Staff

Email: pastorjordan@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 319-333-0126

— Walter Sparks

St. Andrew’s new pastor, Jordan Warntjes, will be posting weekly videos about what is happening 
in the life of the church. You can view the playlist here: https://tinyurl.com/midweek-message.
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As the school year winds down 
and summer begins to peek 
around the corner, St. Andrew is 
heading into one of its busiest 
and most service-filled seasons 
of the year. From mission 
partnerships and community 
events to gardens, camps, 
concerts, and lunches, there are 
many ways to connect, serve, 
and care for one another in the 
months ahead.

Our Mission, Outreach, and 
Service partners have several 
special events coming up.

NAMIWalks Iowa took place 
earlier this month, with St. 
Andrew members walking and 
supporting mental health 
awareness and advocacy. (See 
the photo on this page.) The Minds Matter team was also present to help share information about St. 
Andrew’s growing mental health ministries and our upcoming Mental Health Resource Fair planned for 
November. If you have a passion for mental health advocacy, support, or education, we would love to help 
you get connected.

Camp Bear Creek continues to grow as both a mission partner and a place of restoration and hospitality. 
This spring, volunteers helped prepare the grounds for another season of retreats, outdoor ministry, and 
environmental learning. If you have not visited recently, take time this summer to walk the trails, explore the 
orchard and gardens, or cross the new connecting bridge on the property. It is a peaceful place to pray, 
breathe, and reconnect with God through creation.

Closer to home, St. Andrew’s summer ministries are already beginning to take shape. The Summer Lunch 
Bunch and the Free Lunch Program will once again provide meals, activities, and relationships for local 
children throughout the summer months. You will also hear more in the coming weeks about opportunities 
to volunteer at the St. Andrew Food Market, serve with Vacation Bible School, or support our Matthew 25 
ministries in practical ways.

Our partnership with Fields of Faith continues to provide fresh produce both for the St. Andrew Food 
Market and for food pantries across the region. St. Andrew members will help with harvest days on June 27, 
August 15, and October 10. These are usually morning events and are a wonderful opportunity for families, 
youth groups, and anyone who enjoys getting their hands dirty for a good cause. Fields of Faith is also looking for “Weed Warriors” 
throughout the growing season. If you enjoy gardening or know students looking for Silver Cord service hours, information can be 
found at the Information Kiosk.

Speaking of the kiosk: many people are familiar with the information table that appears on Sunday mornings, but don’t forget about the 
community bulletin board downstairs in the lower level of the church. It is regularly updated with flyers, volunteer opportunities, 
concerts, community events, mission information, and happenings from partner organizations and neighboring congregations. It is 
worth checking from time to time, especially as summer activities ramp up.

Finally, I recently received information from CIEE, a nonprofit organization seeking local host families for three international students 
during the 2026–2027 school year. If you are interested in learning more about hosting opportunities, please reach out to me and I will 
gladly share the information.

Amy

This year, St. Andrew will once again partner with 
Fields of Faith Farm near Oxford by helping staff 
three harvest days during the growing season:

• Saturday, June 27
• Saturday, August 15
• Saturday, October 10

Please put these dates on your calendar now. We’ll 
share exact harvest times as the days get closer, 
but expect a few morning hours of outdoor work, 
fellowship, and muddy shoes together.

Fields of Faith is a local nonprofit farm dedicated to 
growing and donating fresh produce to area 
churches, food banks, and community organizations 
throughout Eastern Iowa. The farm donates tens of 
thousands of pounds of produce annually to help 
local food ministries, including St. Andrew’s Food 
Market.

All friends and members of St. Andrew are invited to 
join us at Fields of Faith Farm (2554 Cemetery Rd. 
NW, Oxford) for harvesting, planting, weeding, and 
whatever else the season requires. No experience is 
necessary — just bring gloves, clothes you don’t 
mind getting dirty, and a willingness to pitch in alongside others from the congregation.

These mornings have become more than simple volunteer projects. They are a chance to work side by side, enjoy the beauty of an 
Iowa summer morning, and participate in something tangible and hopeful together. Every bucket filled and every row weeded helps 
provide fresh vegetables for neighbors across our wider community.

To RSVP for June 27, email office@saintandrew-ic.org, or log-in through St. Andrew Connect, https://tinyurl.com/sapc-fof-0627.

— Susan Cook

AT ST. ANDREW, SUMMER IS AN ACTIVE, MISSION-FILLED SEASON THREE ‘FIELDS OF FAITH’ HARVEST DAYS SCHEDULED FOR 2026

CONNECTING HEARTS …

Amy Schmidt-Rundell
Mission & Outreach Coordinator

Email: amysr@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 319-331-4287
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Perhaps the most hilarious moment of my teaching career came not 
because of something a student had done, but because of an adult! In my 
classroom, I use a doorbell (a receiver plugged into an outlet and the 
button in my hand). From day one, my students learn that it’s a transition 
signal, one where they are to “stop, look, and listen” for the teacher’s 
direction so we can move into the next activity.

Well, one day a teacher was modeling a lesson in my room, and my crew 
was being particularly rowdy. So, in the middle of the lesson, I rang the 
doorbell … and comedy ensued. I watched as nineteen sets of eyes turned 
toward me, while the guest teacher’s eyes turned toward the door! There’s 
nothing quite like trying to reprimand your students through stifled laughter.

It was a moment where my students were ready for the transition, but the 
adult in the room was not, and that got me thinking: How many of us feel 
unprepared for transitions?

Transitions come in many forms. The transition of seasons can be planned 
for, but often agonized over. Turning the calendar from April to May can 
mean staring at an onslaught of activities and wondering how we’re going 
to fit in all the weeknight sports, lessons, and rehearsals, only to find the 
weekends filled with competitions, performances, tournaments, and more. 
When will it ever stop?

Then there’s the transition from the school year to summer vacation, 
bringing a whole new set of challenges. How can I fill my family’s calendar 
so that fun is had and family members are cared for? Can I afford childcare 
and summer camps? Where will our meals come from now that we cannot 
count on school breakfast and lunch each day?

Transitions are hard, even when they’re planned. And sometimes we don’t 
get the chance to plan at all.

Children’s and Family Ministry at St. Andrew is diving headfirst into a season of transition this 
summer. On July 1, I will step away from the role of Director of Children’s and Family Ministry. While 
this may be a planned transition, I fully recognize the uncertainty people can feel in moments like 
these.

In my own life, I’ll also be transitioning into fatherhood this summer, as Lauren and I await the arrival of our baby girl in 
August. It can feel like a lot, and it takes daily remembrance of Christ’s words from Matthew 6:34: “Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

So instead of worrying about transitions, I want to propose a new plan for St. Andrew CFM: celebrate!

Let’s begin with VBS 2026: Faith Under Construction for students entering Kindergarten through 5th grade in Fall 
2026. Join us for storytelling, games, snacks, science experiments, nature exploration, arts and crafts, and much 
more! The registration fee is $10 if paid by May 31 and $25 after May 31. Families do not need to be members of St. 
Andrew to attend — all are welcome! To learn more, visit https://tinyurl.com/sapc-vbs-2026. 

And if you’re beyond the VBS age range, come volunteer with us. We would love your help as we build up the faith of 
our kiddos together.

Or maybe you’ll celebrate our Matthew 25 mission by serving at Lunch Bunch, the Free Lunch Program, or the St. 
Andrew Food Market, helping ease the summer transition for some of the most vulnerable in our community.

Whatever you decide to do this summer, I hope you’ll choose celebration over stress when it comes to transitions. And 
maybe, from now on, every time you hear a doorbell, you’ll laugh a little too.

Thomas

St. Andrew is grateful to announce that 
Wendy Lindberg has begun serving in 
a transitional role supporting Children’s 
and Family Ministry as Thomas 
Hartley prepares to step down from 
his position at the end of June.

Many in the congregation already 
know Wendy through her involvement 
in the life of the church over the past 
several years. Wendy and her 
husband, Jeff, officially joined St. 
Andrew earlier this year, and she 
brings both a deep love for church 
community and more than 25 years of 
experience working with children, 
families, volunteers, and educational 
programming. She currently teaches 
11th grade English at Prairie High 
School.

One of the strengths of this transition is 
that Wendy will be working alongside 
Thomas in the weeks ahead, including 
through Vacation Bible School and the 
beginning of fall programming. She will 
also be collaborating closely with 
Nichole Hoffman and Sara Penn to 
help provide continuity and support for 
children, parents, and volunteers 
during this season of change.

This interim season will also give 
Pastor Jordan Warntjes and church 
leaders time to listen carefully and 
discern what the next chapter of 
Children’s and Family Ministry at St. 
Andrew might look like in the years 
ahead.

We are deeply thankful to Thomas for 
the creativity, care, and energy he has 
brought to this ministry over the years, 
and we are grateful that Wendy is 
willing to step into this important role 
during a season of transition and new 
beginnings.

— St. Andrew Personnel Team

STARTING THE NEXT CHAPTER FOR CHILDREN’S & FAMILY MINISTRY7

 …
 RENEW

ING LIVES

When the interim Children’s and Family Ministry position became available, I 
was honored to be asked to consider serving in this role. I was raised in the 
church and raised my own children in the church, so I know how important a 
strong and loving church family can be during the busy and sometimes 
overwhelming seasons of life.

I still remember walking into church one Sunday morning when my son was 2 
and my daughter was still an infant. Noah took off running the moment we came 
through the doors. At first, I felt frustrated that I had to chase after him, but then I 
stopped and realized he was surrounded by people who cared for him. No one 
was going to let him get into too much trouble. A few moments later, someone 
walked him back to me smiling from ear to ear.

That is the kind of love and support I hope families experience at St. Andrew. I 
want parents, children, and caregivers to know: We have your back. We are 
here for you no matter the craziness.

— Wendy Lindberg

Thomas Hartley
Director of Children’s &  Family Ministries

Cell: 515-408-6586
Email: thartley@saintandrew-ic.org

.
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On May 5, a few members of St. Andrew and I 
tuned into an excellent webinar on hymns that 
resist Christian Nationalism. The webinar 
explored how the music we sing in worship 
helps form faith and highlighted hymns that 
push back against Christian Nationalism. It was 
sponsored by the Clergy Emergency League, 
which seeks to reclaim Scripture from right-wing 
fundamentalism, counter disinformation and cult 
mentality, and dismantle racism. The presenters 
were Carolyn Winfrey Gillette and Stephen 
Fearing, both pastors and hymn writers whose 
texts we have sung several times at St. Andrew.

The presenters asked important questions, 
including: “What kind of disciples are our hymns 
training us to be? People who fear strangers, or 
people who love their neighbors?” They 
highlighted Philippians 2:4–11 as a contrast to 
Christian Nationalism. Through that lens, hymns 
that resist Christian Nationalism tend to:

 • Demonstrate humility and self-emptying love
 • Avoid seizing power over others
 • Encourage us to look to the interests of others
 • Emphasize Christ giving himself away in love

By contrast, Christian Nationalism often blends grievance, dominance, and national power, emphasizing self-
assertion and coming out on top.

During the second half of the webinar, the presenters shared examples of hymns that counter Christian 
Nationalism. Some were unfamiliar to me, while others are already part of our worship life at St. Andrew, 
including This Is My Song and Lift Every Voice and Sing. A few of the others mentioned will likely find their 
way into worship in the coming months.

If you are interested, you can watch the webinar at https://tinyurl.com/sapc-hymns. 

Inspiring Worship & Music Conference

From June 27-July 4, I will be attending the Music and Worship Conference in western North Carolina, 
sponsored by the Presbyterian Association of Musicians. If you can imagine a blend of retreat, camp, and 
continuing education set in a beautiful mountain setting, that begins to describe the experience. For more 
than 50 years, this nationally known conference has inspired church musicians, pastors, and worship 
leaders from across the country.

The conference takes place at Montreat Conference Center, about 30 minutes from Asheville. Nearly 1,500 adults, 
children, and youth attend one of two week-long sessions to worship, learn, make music, reconnect with friends, and build 
new relationships. Pat Penn will attend Week 1, and Julia Van Den Top will attend Week 2 with support from a scholarship 
provided by PAM.

Each year, I come home with practical ideas that positively shape worship at St. Andrew. We are excited for this year’s 
conference and look forward to sharing what we learn. 

Stay tuned for information about how members of St. Andrew might participate in 2027.

Austen

There was a strange convergence of ideas 
for me recently. Flipping Tables, St. 
Andrew’s post-high school ministry, had 
just finished reading Esther, and many of 
the book’s themes felt uncomfortably 
relevant to our current political climate. 
Around the same time, our recent 
transitional pastor, Carl Anderson, 
reminded us that it is always the right time 
to do the right thing — even when doing so 
carries cost, risk, or fallout.

Esther finds herself in a similar situation. 
She has an opportunity to save her people 
from suffering, persecution, and death. But 
to do this requires her to risk her own life, 
reveal her identity to her husband, the king, 
and take a stand to protect the Jewish 
people. While things ultimately work out, 
she still has to take an extraordinary risk 
and trust that God will be faithful and 
protect both her and her people.

Esther is the only book in the Bible that 
never explicitly mentions God, which is 
something I have been pondering. The 
thought I keep returning to is that God is so 
central to the story that there is no need to mention the Divine. God is so obviously concerned with the plight of the 
people and the ways our lives intersect that it does not need to be spoken aloud.

The Bible and the Gospel are deeply concerned with the way we live together in community. Politics sits at the 
intersection of community and seeks to answer questions about how we will live together in society. Scripture has a 
great deal to say about that. It is not silent.

Where we sometimes get confused is in defining politics too narrowly, as only our country’s political systems, parties, 
or specific policies. Scripture encourages us to think about how all these things intersect, but always within a larger 
picture. If we are all created in the image of the Divine, how then are we called to live and care for one another?

In this way, the Bible is political, but not partisan. It does not take sides so much as it takes a stance: that all people 
are worthy of being treated like neighbors, not enemies. This is the place Esther steps into, willing to say, “I will risk 
my life for something bigger than myself. I will live for others first.”

As we enter another season of transition, I invite you to consider with me all the ways we can be like Esther. All the 
ways we can make a difference, take a risk, and put others before ourselves — especially when it is scary. 

God calls us to live in a new way: to rise above conflict while remaining deeply focused on what it means to be 
human. To care deeply enough for one another that it changes who we are, how we love, and how we live.

Matt

CONNECTING HEARTS …

Austen Wilson
Director of Music Ministries

Email: awilson@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 719-684-4205

St. Andrew musicians Julia Van Den Top and Ethan Elsbernd recently presented 
milestone recitals that drew strong support from the congregation and wider music 
community. Julia’s graduate organ recital on May 10 and Ethan’s senior voice recital on 
May 12 celebrated years of study, artistry, and faithful leadership in worship at St. 
Andrew. Julia will continue serving in music ministry at St. Andrew, while Ethan will begin 
graduate study this fall at the Curtis Institute of Music.

SINGING TRUTH TO POWER: RESISTING CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM

Students and counselors strand ready to be commissioned to attend last year’s Camp 
Stronghold, one of the defining annual experiences of St. Andrew’s Student Ministry. 
This summer, from June7-12, St. Andrew’s middle school students will head back to the 
Presbyterian camp in Oregon, Illinois, for a week filled with worship, music, Bible study, 
ridiculous games, deep friendships, and late-night conversations.

LOOKING TO ESTHER FOR HOPE DURING ‘TIMES SUCH AS THIS’

https://tinyurl.com/sapc-hymns
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Posted to Facebook | May 9, 2026 @ 8:09 p.m.

Our youth group went on an overnight retreat to 
Camp Bear Creek this weekend. On the journey 
home, with two mini vans full of youth, we made 
a stop in Iowa City. Upon exiting one of the vans 
the sliding door jammed —  wouldn’t open or 
close — and was nearly falling off completely. 

The car dealerships and mechanics were near 
closing by this time on a Saturday evening. 
Pastor Sarah (Hegar) has done some work with 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Iowa City and 
has some connections with folks there through 
the Presbytery of East Iowa. She was able to text 
a few folks who reached out to another 
Presbyterian (Amy Schmidt-Rundell) who’s 
husband is a mechanic and lived just a few 
minutes from where we were stranded. 

Jason (Schmidt-Rundell) was able to fix the door 
and from the time we stopped to the time we 
were back on the road home it wasn’t more than 
45 minutes! 

What service!  We thank God for these good folks who were willing to give up part of their evening to come and help us.  Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow!

Pictured: some of our crew cheering and bowing down to Jason after he closed the door. 

— First Presbyterian Church, Mount Pleasant

TUESDAY MORNING MEN’S GROUPS STUDYING THE HOLY SPIRIT
For the next few weeks, St. Andrew’s Tuesday Morning 
Men’s Bible Study will be exploring two books on the 
Holy Spirit:

 • Adam Hamilton’s The Holy Spirit: God’s Presence and 
Power at Work in Us, and

 • Rose Publishing’s Understanding the Holy Spirit Made 
Easy.

Together, the books offer both a deeper theological look 
at the Spirit’s work throughout scripture and an 
accessible, practical guide to questions Christians often 
ask about the Spirit’s role in everyday life.

The group meets weekly on Tuesdays from 7:30-8:45 
a.m. for breakfast, Bible study, conversation, and plenty 
of honest questions along the way. 

New participants are always welcome — whether you’ve 
been studying the Bible for years or are simply curious to 
learn more.

For more information, contact Graham Dameron, Paul Penn, or Paul Heidger.
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Pastoral, Ministry, and Administrative Staff
   
Pastors
  The Rev. Jordan Warntjes, Pastor    pastorordan@saintandrew-ic.org
  The Rev. Colette Soults, Pastoral Care Associate    pastoralcare@saintandrew-ic.org
   
Finance, Communications, & Mission
  Walter Sparks, Finance Administrator    finance@saintandrew-ic.org
  Jeff Charis-Carlson, Director of Communications       jcharisc@saintandrew-ic.org
      and Media Ministries
  Amy Schmidt-Rundell, Mission & Building Coordinator    amysr@saintandrew-ic.org
  Kim Kipp, Summer Lunch Bunch Coordinator   lunchbunch@saintandrew-ic.org  
   
Children, Family & Student Ministries
  Matt Moore, Director of Student Ministries    mmoore@saintandrew-ic.org     
  Thomas Hartley, Dir. of Children’s & Family Ministries         thartley@saintandrew-ic.org
     (final day: July 1, 2026)
  Wendy Lindberg, Dir. of Children’s & Family Ministries     
      (first day: June 1, 2026)
  Nichole Hoffman, Family Ministries Outreach Coordinator  nhoffman@saintandrew-ic.org
  Sara Penn, Family Ministries Activities Coordinator         spenn@saintandrew-ic.org

Music Ministries
  Austen Wilson, Director of Music Ministries    awilson@saintandrew-ic.org
  Julia Van Den Top, Organist & Accompanist    jvandentop@saintandrew-ic.org
  Laura Kastens, Assist. Director of Handbell Ministries    lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org

Connection & Renewal:
A St. Andrew Weekend @ Bear Creek
April 23–25, 2027
Mark your calendars for St. Andrew’s 2027 all-church 
weekend at Camp Bear Creek. This will be a chance to 
step away together for a weekend of worship, 
conversation, laughter, recreation, and renewal.

 • tinyurl.com/connection-renewal-2027

With cabins, trails, creek beds, and gathering spaces 
tucked into the hills of eastern Iowa, Camp Bear Creek 
offers space to reconnect with one another and renew 
our life together. 

We’re still shaping the details for the weekend, and 
more information will be shared as the new program 
year begins in September. For now, we invite you to 
hold the date and begin imagining what it might mean 
for St. Andrew to come away together.
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