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From the Leadership 

 

“I’ve always wanted to do that,” my then preteen daughter Lucy whispered after offering me the elements of communion during a 
Saturday evening worship service for JustChurch, one of St. Andrew’s ministry partners in downtown Iowa City. 
 
“The body of Christ, broken for you,” Lucy said while presenting me with a loaf of Rustic Italian bread, from which I tore off a piece. 
 
“The blood of Christ, shed for you,” she said while holding two cups, one with white non-alcoholic wine and the other with red alcoholic 
wine, from which I dipped the bread and said “Amen.” 
 
A minute earlier, Lucy had been offered the same assortment of elements by the person in line ahead of her; a minute later, I would 
turn to the person behind me and repeat the ritual. But during 
that specific moment, for me, Lucy became the earthly minister 
through which, in the words of the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s 
Book of Order, “the Spirit draws us into Christ's presence and 
unites with the Church in every time and place. 
 
In the PC(USA) denomination, such a ministerial role during 
communion normally is reserved for pastors and lay leaders who 
have been ordained as ruling elders or deacons. As such, even 
though Lucy has come forward for monthly communion at St. 
Andrew for as long as she can remember, it only has been to 
receive the elements, never to offer the sacrament to others. 
 
I, on the other hand, as a member of St. Andrew’s Session, have 
been blessed repeatedly by the opportunity to offer communion 
elements to my wife and children as well as to friends, 
acquaintances, and strangers. Yet I don’t think I’ve ever been as 
blessed during communion celebration as I was when receiving 
the elements from one of my own children. 
 
With the COVID-19 pandemic limiting our ability to gather in-
person to worship, however, recent advice from the PC(USA)’s 
Office of the General Assembly is allowing more friends and 
members of St. Andrew to experience the blessing of both 
offering and being offered communion by a family member. A recent advisory opinion from the denomination leadership affirms that 
Session can include the celebration of communion during a livestreamed worship service, recognizing that not all the people watching 
at home will have been ordained or called as an elder, deacon, or pastor. 
 
Saint Andrew’s Session has voted to include such a monthly celebration online, starting June 7, even as we continue discussions 
about how to re-open the building for worship and programming. As we move forward, we will be asking households to have the basic 
elements for communion (bread and wine) available during the first Sunday of the month. The bread can be regular or gluten-free, the 
wine can be alcoholic or non-, and the cup can be shared (at least, among members of the same household) or the bread dipped. And 
for those households of one, our pastors and church leaders will be offering a special blessing through all the technological means at 
our disposal. 
 
If you have any questions about how best to offer communion in your household — or if you need assistance obtaining the basic 
elements — please contact either of St. Andrew's pastors (ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org, kotterbein@saintanrew-ic.org) or the church 
office (office@saintandrew-ic.org). 
 
— Jeff Charis-Carlson, on behalf of the St. Andrew Worship Team 

A Note from the Worship Team on Online Communion ... 

St. Andrew’s pastors recently held a livestreamed 
discussion about the plans to celebrate communion 
during the Worship Livestream scheduled for June 7, 
2020. 
 
To watch the discussion, visit the church’s YouTube 
channel: https://youtu.be/wLxSRCpbjNI. 

https://www.justchurch.com/
http://oga.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/advisory_opinion_communion_in_an_emergency_or_pandemic.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/c8/c8d021d9-3301-4442-8b6a-8dbea273c1aa/documents/Session_Highlights_May_2020.pdf
mailto:ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:kotterbein@saintanrew-ic.org
mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org
https://youtu.be/wLxSRCpbjNI
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From the Leadership 

Session Highlights, May 21, 2020         

During its May 21 meeting, the St. 
Andrew Session voted to allow 
communion to be celebrated during the 
Worship Livestream scheduled for June 7, 
2020. Pastors Danie de Beer and Kyle 
Otterbein began a discussion of the 
theological and practical applications of 
the Session’s decision during their Online 

Meetup on Friday May 22.  

The Worship Team and other church 
leaders have begun discussions 
of how St. Andrew will return to public 
worship, looking at the most up-to-date 
information from public health experts and 
at the most recent recommendations from 
the PC(USA) Office of the General 
Assembly. Because the situation remains 
in flux, no date has been set for when St. 
Andrew will return to public worship. The 
Presbytery of East Iowa is recommending 
that congregations not consider returning 
to public worship until, at the very earliest, 
June 26 — the date Iowa’s COVID-19 
infection rate is estimated to fall below 
one case per 1 million people.  
 
Session has called for a Congregational 
Meeting to elect the next class of Elders, 
Deacons, and other church officers. The 
Nominating Team will put forward a slate 
of candidates within the next few 
weeks. The Congregational Meeting 
has been scheduled to take place over 
Zoom at 11 a.m. June 14. Log in 
information will be provided closer to the 
meeting date. 
 
Session reviewed the latest draft of the 
Ministry Information Form being compiled 
by the Pastor Nominating Committee as 
part of the process for searching for St. 
Andrew’s next called pastor  When the 
form is completed, the PNC will request a 
special Session meeting to approve the 

final draft, which then goes for approval 
by the Presbytery’s Ministers and 
Congregations Commission. 
 
Session approved the Building and 
Grounds Team’s recommendation to 
move forward with construction for the 
next phase of the church playground. The 
money already has been raised for the 
project, so Session’s approval means the 
Playground Team can order the play 
structures to be installed this summer. 
(The Playground Team is grateful to Terry 
Robinson, who is offering his expertise on 
creating an appealing playground that 
meets industry standards for safety.) 
 
Session approved the Interiors Team’s 
request to move forward with purchasing 
eight additional blue chairs to match those 
in the upper and lower atrium areas. 
 
In term of Mission, Session approved the 
following requests from the Mission, 

Outreach & Service Team: 

 $1,200 to Impacto, Guatemala, for 

staff support. 

 $1,200 to Ludvicek Family Mission, 
Mission Aviation Fellowship, 
Indonesia. 

 $3,000 to Perry and Beth Oakes. 

 $455 to help pay the visa expenses 

for Gabe Barbieri, one of this year’s 
Brazilian Ministry Immersion Program 
participants. 

Session also heard reports on how other 
St. Andrew ministries and programs have 

moved online: 

 Pastor Kyle has been using Zoom 

and YouTube to meet with 
confirmands and prepare faith 
statements via video for the Session 
to examine. 

St. Andrew’s Access Inclusive Mission is 
hosting its All Abilities Celebration Art 
Exhibition on the church’s 
website: http://saintandrew-ic.org/
serve-grow/all-abilities-art-gallery. 

Randy Hausler has compiled an online 
tribute to St. Andrew’s 14 high school 
graduates: http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve

-grow/graduation-2020. 

The next regular Session meeting is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday June 18. 
For more information about past Session 
meetings, visit http://saintandrew-ic.org/
about/session. 

St. Andrew's Session meets at 7 pm on the third Thursday of each month. We will provide Session Highlights from the previous month as a regular column in the 
Messenger. To look at meeting agendas and the minutes from any Session meeting, visit saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

https://youtu.be/wLxSRCpbjNI
https://youtu.be/wLxSRCpbjNI
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/covid-19/returning_to_public_worship_may_2020.pdf?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Daily+Coronavirus+briefing+and+News+from+the+Presbyterian+Church+(U+S+A)&utm_campaign=Covid-19-daily+news+-
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/covid-19/returning_to_public_worship_may_2020.pdf?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Daily+Coronavirus+briefing+and+News+from+the+Presbyterian+Church+(U+S+A)&utm_campaign=Covid-19-daily+news+-
https://peia.org/wp-content/uploads/Advice-On-Return-To-Fuller-Church-Operations.pdf
https://peia.org/wp-content/uploads/Advice-On-Return-To-Fuller-Church-Operations.pdf
https://peia.org/wp-content/uploads/Advice-On-Return-To-Fuller-Church-Operations.pdf
https://peia.org/wp-content/uploads/Advice-On-Return-To-Fuller-Church-Operations.pdf
https://peia.org/wp-content/uploads/Advice-On-Return-To-Fuller-Church-Operations.pdf
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/searching-for-a-new-pastor
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/searching-for-a-new-pastor
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/all-abilities-art-gallery
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/all-abilities-art-gallery
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/graduation-2020
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/graduation-2020
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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Celebrating Stewardship 

Our Church Finances in Numbers and Words... 

— John Benson, Finance Administrator 
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Mission of the Month: AIM/MHI                by Cecilia Norris 

Connecting Hearts Through Mission 

“In many respects AIM (Access & Inclusive 
Mission) and MHI (Mental Health 
Initiatives) meld together with their joint 
focus on health and wellness in body, 
mind, and spirit, including support within 
the St. Andrew community. Social support 
for those with physical, emotional, mental, 
and spiritual challenges is the bedrock in a 
warm and welcoming congregation. These 
ministries promote advocacy for physically 
and mentally disabled persons through 
educational events such as workshops, 
presentations, and literature, as well as 
toward the purchase of clothing for those  
needing assistance at the UIHC psychiatric 
units in Iowa City.” —Marcia Murphy, 2019 
Annual Report. 
 
Marcia Murphy has served MHI and AIM 
with great devotion and creative energy 
since their inception several years ago, 
leading a dedicated team drawn from the 
St. Andrew congregation and the Mission, 
Outreach & Service Team, together with 
representatives from other local 
congregations. 

Examples of the breadth of outreach falling 
under the purview of MHI/AIM include 
playing a leadership role in the 
establishment of a permanent funding line 
within the UI Center for Advancement to 
receive contributions toward the ongoing 
ministry of purchasing needed clothing for 
adult psychiatric inpatients. In carrying her 
witness to health care providers since 
2006, she has presented to UIHC nursing 
staff and conferences, medical students, 
psychiatry interest groups, for psychology 
doctoral students, Coe College nursing 
students, and various libraries and 
churches of different denominations, 
including St. Andrew's Adult Ed, Stephen 
Ministry and Seniors Group. 
 
St. Andrew partnered early last year with 
the Iowa City Public Library for an author 
event for Marcia’s book, To Loose the 
Bonds of Injustice: The Plight of the 
Mentally Ill & What the Church Can Do. 
Her latest book, The Collected Writings of 
Marcia A.Murphy:  Christus, Magnus 
Medicus, Sanat, (Christ, the Great 

Physician, Heals), has been released, with 
proceeds dedicated to growing the UIHC/
Psychiatry clothing fund. 
 
St. Andrew members will also recall AIM/
MHI hosting a well-received speaking 
event last year featuring representatives 
from Shelter House. Watch for additional 
educational speaker events and workshops 
to be scheduled later this year, as 
permitted by gathering policies during the 
viral pandemic. The very successful AIM 
All Abilities Celebration of Art Exhibit last 
spring featured artists from St. Andrew, 
and will be continued as an on-line exhibit 
this year. (See below). 
 
The MHI/AIM Team wishes to thank the St. 
Andrew congregation for its support of 
these ministries.  In Marcia’s words, “It is 
our prayer that, together, we can bring light 
and healing to all by reflecting the love and 
grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ.”  
 
— Paul Heidger and Cecilia Norris, for 
the MOS and MHI/AIM Teams 

To View this year’s gallery, visit http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/all-abilities-art-gallery. 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/all-abilities-art-gallery
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Family, Youth, & Children’s Ministry 

As June begins, St. Andrew’s Vacation 
Bible School registration list  includes more 
than 100 children and 40 youths and adults 
who have asked to receive stay-at-home 
“Shipwreck” kits.  
 
This year's VBS experience, "Shipwreck: 
Survival on a Remote Island," tells the 
story of the Apostle Paul’s shipwreck on 
his way to Rome. Paul knew God was in 
control, even in the midst of chaos. He 
stayed true to his faith, and God led him 
safely on his journey. 
 
Because we cannot gather in the church 
building, we are bringing the VBS 
experience to you. Each participant will 
have access to a few online resources that 
can be viewed anytime and a VBS kit with 
all the materials one child needs to 
complete the projects.  We’ll deliver the kit 
to your home if you are in the Iowa City 
area.   

If you know of someone who might be 
interested, please let us know soon. We 
know you’ll have smooth sailing with this 
do-it yourself-format.   
 
For more information, visit the VBS 2020 

page on the church website: http://
saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/vbs-2020. 
 
 
—Heather Woodin, director of 
Children’s and Family Ministries .  

VBS 2020 for Children, Youths, & Adults        By Heather Woodin 

Celebrating High School Graduates             By Randy Hausler 

Congratulations are in order! 
 
The following members of 
the St. Andrew family are 
celebrating their graduation 
from high school:  Eva 
Burbidge, Ryan Burbidge, 
Celia Daniels, Maia 
DeGrazia, Natalie Dunlap, 
Emma Gibson, Emily Hill, 
Will Hoeft, Clay Hulsebus, 
Teya Kerns, Kelsey Law, 
Leah Rietz, Spencer 
Schmidt-Rundell, and Kate 
Sehr. 
 
You can view more information about the 
each graduate on the St. Andrew website: 
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/
graduation-2020.    
 
You can also watch a video of all the 
graduates discussing their post-

graduation plans on the St. Andrew 
YouTube channel:  https://
youtu.be/4OpEBSInltc. 
 
If you would like to leave a card for a 
specific graduate there is a plastic box 
labeled “High School Graduates” outside 

the office door at church. You may place 
your card inside the box, and I will see 
that the cards are passed on to our 
graduates! 
 
— Randy Hausler, director of Youth 
Ministries 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/vbs-2020
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/vbs-2020
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/vbs-2020
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/vbs-2020
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/graduation-2020
http://saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/graduation-2020
https://youtu.be/4OpEBSInltc
https://youtu.be/4OpEBSInltc
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Music Ministries 

Despite the difficulties and limitations imposed by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the second year of St. Andrew’s Brazilian Ministry 
Immersion Experience has continued for our two Brazilian 
guests: Gabriel Barbieri and Fabiany Lindes. 
 
Begun in 2019 through a connection with former director of music 
Shelly Moorman-Stahlman, the program is geared toward 
musicians committed to learning more about leading worship, 
expanding their musical skills, improving their English, 
experiencing congregational life, and exploring options for their 
future.  
 
After arriving in February, Gabe and Fabi participated in music 
ensembles, worship on Sunday, *spark, and special events at St. 
Andrew and in the community. Since COVID-19 has limited 
access to the church building, they have continued to provide 

music and technical assistance for the smaller worship service 
livestreamed from the St. Andrew’s Sanctuary on Sundays.  
 
The pair are now preparing for “An Evening of (Brazilian) Music,” 
a fundraising concert for the immersion program that will be 
livestreamed from the Sanctuary at 7 p.m. Friday June 26 on the 
church’s YouTube channel: https://youtu.be/vbvXLt8edxo. 

Join Our Brazilian Friends for a Fundraising Concert, June 26 

 
Full Name: Gabriel Lima Barbieri  
Nickname: Gabe 
Age: 24 | Birthdate: 08/18/1995 
Hometown: Vitória (state of Espírito Santo)  
Host family: Kent  & Joy Short 
 
Briefly describe your life in Brazil :  I  was born and grew up in 
Vitoria, a big island city. My mother is a Baptist minister of music, 
and I started to learn music from her since I was very young. At 
17, I left my parents home to study in Rio de Janeiro, where I 
graduated in Piano at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. I 
also studied Music Education and sacred Music at the Baptist 
college, where I am up to finish my final dissertation to graduate. I 
am eager to pursue a MM in piano pedagogy or maybe perfor-
mance here in the USA.  

 
Full Name: Fabiany Chub Rodrigues Lindes  
Nickname: Fabi  
Age: 21 years old | Birthdate: 02/13/1999  
Hometown in Brazil: Santos - São Paulo  
Host family: Bruce & Lori Hudson 
 
Briefly describe your life in Brazil: I teach music in an Ele-
mentary school, I am a student of guitar and I also sing in the 
choir of students. And as one of my passions, I am member of 
the Handbells Brasil group. In my church I am part of the wor-
ship group playing guitar, saxophone and singing.  

https://youtu.be/vbvXLt8edxo
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 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
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office. Allow one week to process your request.  
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