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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

We know how the disciples of Jesus always reacted from their perspective of scarcity. They only saw reality, 

and all the possibilities escaped them. Every time Jesus taught them to look, and see something new … 

Once, in a deserted place they again only saw the “nothingness” around them and a big crowd who  
encroached on their space. So, they told Jesus, “Send the crowd away, so that they may go into the  
surrounding villages and countryside, to lodge and get provisions.” Jesus would have nothing of that. He said 
to them, “You give them something to eat.” (Luke 9:10–17) John tells us that Jesus did this to test his  
disciples because he knew all along what he would do. But this is Jesus, isn’t it? The one who looked at the 
crowds, and who had compassion for them, “because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a  

shepherd.” (Matthew 9:36) 

   And we continue this tradition. We know the compassion of the Christ because we have experienced it in our 
own lives. And we see the harassed and helpless crowds. We continue to feed them – with the Good News of God who so much 

loves every one of us, with all our gifts of food, and welcome! Thank you for your participation! 

Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 

Interim Senior Pastor 

From the Leadership 

Session Highlights, May 16, 2019 

The Session is preparing to receive the 
study that St. Andrew’s Mission Planning 
Team has been working on for the past 
four months. The team has sent a draft 
version of the study to everyone who  
participated in the planning day workshop 
in January. Team members will hold an 
informational session between services on 
Sunday, May 26, and the Session will  
discuss the study in a May 30 special 
meeting. (The study from the Mission  
Planning Team also will help the Session 
with the process of forming a Pastor  

Nominating Committee.) 

During its regular May 16 meeting, Session 
renewed its plans to hold a special meeting 
to discuss the future staffing and  
leadership models for St. Andrew. That 
special meeting will be held before — or as 
part of — Session’s regularly scheduled 
meeting in June. Other staffing decisions 
will be deferred until after that discussion 

takes place. 

Jeff Edberg, St. Andrew's listing agent, has 

printed out new promotional material for St. 
Andrew's properties for sale, and he has 
sent the information to neighbors  
throughout the area. Session discussed 
marketing strategies for the two properties 
as well as a recent appraisers’ report on 
Outlot A, the area directly west of the upper 
parking lot. The asking price for Outlot A 
will continue to be listed at $930,000, with 
$1 million remaining the listing price for the 
Triangle property to the south of the church 

building. 

The Session agreed with a proposal from 
the Buildings and Grounds Team to require 
a paid “ambassador” to be on hand when 
non-members make use of our facility. This 
ambassador fee ($25 per hour) will be  
taken from the usage fee that is charged to 
the non-member. Currently, volunteers are 

staffing the building during such times. 

The Session also approved a plan to apply 
the fees non-members pay to use our 
buildings to cover a $800 cost overrun for 
the Sanctuary acoustics project and a 
$12,000 cost overrun for the athletic  
upgrade of the MPR. Once those costs are 
recouped, any money collected would be 

used for general maintenance and repair. 

Session approved the following amounts to 

various mission projects: 

 $1,000 to Presbyterian Disaster  
Assistance for flood relief efforts in 

Iowa, Nebraska, and the Dakotas.  

 $1,200 in support of the Alex Ludvicek 
family mission in Indonesia with  
Mission Aviation Fellowship. (Their 
mission is featured as “mission of the 
month” on our mission e-bulletin board 

in the atrium.) 

 $3,000 for the career mission of Perry 

and Beth Oakes in Bible translation. 

 $1,000 to the Common Fund of the 
Consultation of Religious Communities 
to support CommUnity (formerly Crisis 
Center) emergency aid to Johnson 
County individuals and families in 

need. 

 $2,500 in support for Camp  
Wyoming’s summer camping  

programs. 

Finally, Session has called a  
congregational meeting between worship 
services on June 9. The agenda includes 
the election of church officers for the  
2019-20 programming year, a presentation 
by the Mission Planning Team, a  
celebration of St. Andrew’s Stephen  
Ministers, and a discussion of the next  

capital campaign.  

St. Andrew's Session generally meets at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of most months. We will provide Session  
Highlights from the previous month as a regular column in the Messenger. To look at the minutes from any Session  

meeting, follow this link: saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

Feeding the Neighborhood 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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St. Andrew Happenings 

Registration forms are in the 
Atrium or on our  

website under the  
Serve & Grow/Children’s & 

Family Ministry tab. 

Congregational Meeting 

June 9, 2019 | 10:00 am 

For reservations and to purchase tickets, go to cwjiowa.salsalabs.org. 

Vacation Bible School 

The Big Table 

What will I find at a Sweet Saturday gathering? 

 A start to your weekend with devotion to God 

 Coffee and Fellowship with other Christian women 

 An experience in God’s Word with the Study of Bible 

 Verses from the book of Psalms 

 A chance to see how a St. Andrew small group can make 
our church feel like home 

No preparation is necessary. Feel free to bring a friend and 
drop in on a summer Saturday. 

If you have questions, please contact LeAnn Otterbein at 
leann.otterbein@gmail.com or Annie Potter at potter-
beat@gmail.com. 

Sweet Saturdays of Summer 
June 8, July 13,  & August 10 

cwjiowa.salsalabs.org
mailto:leann.otterbein@gmail.com
mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
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Stewardship Directly Impacting Lives 

Mister Rogers Weekend       by Tim Patrick 

Our sanctuary was designed for sound 
and helps showcase our music ministry 
perfectly. In this case we had two great 
jazz groups perform in one evening and 
being able to mix sound for them was a 
wonderful personal opportunity. Our 
visiting musicians Keri (vocals), Kevin 
(piano), Greg (drums), and Kevin (bass) 
were a joy to work with. Music sounds 
better when the musicians enjoy each 
other’s company. Watching them  
perform and play off each other made it 

clear that they do. 

We also took the opportunity to play 
with the lighting to work with the music. 
Did you know the theater lights in the 
sanctuary are full color LED fixtures? 

Many people didn’t! 

For any major event like this to look 
effortless takes a ton of effort. Jeff  
Charis-Carlsonhad been planning  
everything for months, volunteers made 

the event go off without a hitch, and I got to stretch our sound system’s legs. Having events like those over the Mr. Rogers weekend 
allows us to share the blessing that is our church, and it was a brilliant opportunity indeed. Being able to help while experiencing the 

music in what I think is the best seat in the house will be a memorable experience. 
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Finances 

Our Church Finances: In Numbers……..…...And In Words 

Every per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by freeing up 
funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2019 is $38. 
—MOS Team 

Per Capita 
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Cover Story 

Let me introduce you to my dad and his relationship with food.  
My father always chose the ripest banana, even if it was nearly 
black. He was able to clean a corn cob until nothing remained 
except the white cob. He could remove seeds from the core of an 
apple with minimal loss of the fruit and topped a strawberry in the 
same way. When my mom opened a can of canned peaches, he 
poured the juice into a glass and drank it. And he guarded the 
blackberry jelly she made as if it were gold. My father grew up in 
the Great Depression and spent most of his childhood hungry. 
The memories of that deprivation permeated his life, and even 

today his hunger makes me think about how I honor food.  

School will be out soon, and with that comes food insecurity for 
our community children. Are you aware that during the school 
year the students may receive  
breakfast and lunch at school and that 
possibly those are their only meals of 
the day?  When school is out, many of 
us take summer vacations, but hunger 
for these children does not. Sara  
Sedlacek, the Director of External  
Relations at CommUnity Food Bank, 
shared that 19,000 people in our  
county are food insecure, and 44% of 
those are children. CommUnity works 
hard to respond to the most vulnerable 
in our community and will host Strike 
Out Hunger, a summer food drive to fill 
the food bank’s shelves during this  

difficult time for their clients.  

So what can we do for our neighbors?  

 Giving money helps the food  
acquisition go the farthest.  For the average individual, $1.68 
spent in the grocery store will buy 1 pound of food.  Through 

the food bank, however, $1.00 buys 5 pounds of food. 

 You can participate in $21 on the 21st. Did you know that 
food stamp allocation runs out on the 21st of the month and 
families are left without food provision for the remaining days 
of the month? Giving $21 monthly on the 21st helps with this 

need. 

 You can donate items from the grocery store or your  
pantry. The most needed items include: canned meat, 

canned fruit and vegetables, rice, pasta, and peanut butter. 

 Go to page 10 and learn about more ways to serve our 

neighbors in need. 

Does anyone else remember the old Cub Food Store on Highway 
One? Cub Foods ALWAYS had a display of brown paper bags 
filled with basic food items. For $10 you could buy a bag that had 
soup and crackers and a couple of boxes of macaroni and 
cheese.  On the way out of the store was a big collection bin of 
these bags to be given to the local food bank. They had not only 
$10 bags, but $25 and $40 bags. As I passed those bags, God 
reminded me that if a family in need were standing there, I would 
not hesitate to help feed them. And so I bought those pre-
packaged bags of food every time I shopped. And as I did so,  

I prayed for those who would receive the food. 

We don’t have a pile of pre-packaged food in our entry way. But 
we have something else. And that is the Deacons’ drop bin for  

donations to the local food banks. I ask 
you, if a family in need were  
standing inside our church doors, 

would you even hesitate to help?   

May I challenge you to this? Every time 
you shop, pick up one extra food item 
on your grocery list.  If you buy a can of 
mandarin oranges for your summer  
salads, pick up an extra for the  
Deacon’s food collection bin.  If you 
and your children eat peanut butter 
during the summer months, buy an 
extra jar for the bin. While these items 
may seem small, they can represent 
your prayer to God that you DO think 
about the food insecure children and 
families in our community. A prayer 

that we might pray without ceasing.   

Jesus took five loaves and two fish and fed 5,000. How God 
could multiply even these simple offerings! And remember Jesus’ 
words, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you invited me in.” (Matthew 25:35).   

Our weekend with Fred Rogers has come and gone, and the 
neighbor Sunday school sessions and Bible studies are over. My 
fervent prayer is that SAPC can continue to reflect on ourselves 
as neighbors and reach out to the food insecure in our  
community. I pray that our area children would be secure in their 
provision and avoid the lasting memory of hunger that my father 
did. I pray instead that they remember someone being a  
compassionate neighbor, who helped provide in Jesus’ name.  

Lord, hear our prayers. 

Food Insecurity in Johnson County + Ways to be a Neighbor 
                by Annie Potter 
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Caregiving 

Update on More Caregiving Summits       by Mary Beth Ross 

St. Andrew has a wealth of loving talent that we share on a daily basis within our congregation, our workplaces, and community. The 
Stephen Ministry program has trained over 50 members as Stephen Ministers, most of whom are continuing in various roles in our 
congregation. To help us coordinate and refresh caregiving skills, The Stephen Ministry Leadership Team has organized the different 
caring ministries in Caregiving Summit gatherings once a quarter. Representatives from the Prayer Ministry, Deacons, Hospitality, 
Youth and Children’s Ministries, Men’s Group, Small Groups, Session, Prayer Shawl, Sewing for Others, and Homebound Visitors 
met in early March. In June we hope to have the Retirement Community Outreach more fully developed. Over the summer we have 
plans to create online access to the list of the caregiving ministries and contact information for the representatives to further facilitate 

the communication and coordination among the caregiving ministries.  

On June 22 from 1:00-3:00 pm in room 128, we will hold our second quarterly meeting. Ted Potter will provide a refresher mini-lesson 
and lead targeted practice in having caregiving conversations. We will also get some pointers on how to pray aloud with others with 

the help of our Prayer Ministry Team. Please feel free to join us on June 22 if you are interested.  

Do you know of a person you’d like to make sure is being supported through our congregation? Please feel free to contact Pastor 
Kyle Otterbein at kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org, Mary Beth Ross at iawoodsunrise@gmail.com or 319/338.0082 or Ted Potter at 
thelawlibrarian@gmail.com.  

mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:iawoodsunrise@gmail.com
mailto:thelawlibrarian@gmail.com
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Mission, Outreach, & Service 

All Abilities Celebration Events      by Marcia Murphy 

Within the church, Christ’s body, people can find that they are treated like real  
human beings; not cases, statistics, clients, or problems. To have a disability is to 
find this need of being treated as a real human being tantamount to experiencing 
that one is truly loved and valued. In the church, the disabled are not considered 
less than or below us. The disabled, in Christ’s body, are not a step down from the 
norm. In a biblical context we see God inviting all to the table: the visually or  
hearing impaired, and those with physical, spiritual, mental, or emotional maladies. 
A church that reflects this Gospel mandate is creating a social bedrock of warmth 

and support so that all may feel welcome. 

This summer, AIM (Access and Inclusive Mission), in tandem with its partner  
ministry, MHI (Mental Health Initiatives), is hosting several events. Speakers from 
the Shelter House of Iowa City, Rachel Lehmann and Erin Sullivan, will present on 
how they work with individuals with various kinds of disabilities to find housing 
along with related issues: Saturday, June 22, at 9:00 am to 11:00 am at St.  
Andrew. St. Andrew will also continue with its annual tradition of hosting its now  
renamed, All Abilities Celebration Sunday Worship Services on June 23, at 8:30 
am and 11:00 am. Through song, preaching and testimony, we will celebrate God’s  

wonderful gifts to us that come in many forms. 

An All Abilities Celebration Art Exhibit, June 17 through July 8, will showcase work 
from both able and disabled artists of all age groups from our religious community at the south end of the Atrium at St. Andrew.  
Please join us for refreshments at our Art Exhibit Reception between services on June 23 and meet some of our church family’s  

amazing artists! 



 

 

St. Andrew’s Mission, Outreach and Service 
(MOS) team seeks to inform and interpret 
mission initiatives and opportunities to the 
congregation. We strive do this through a 
number of channels, for example, via our 
church website, under Serve and Grow—
Mission, “Minute for Mission” presentations 
as part of worship, and targeting  
opportunities to serve locally and globally 
through features and announcements in our 

Messenger/Mini-Messenger newsletters.   

Our latest endeavor to highlight both our 
congregation’s support of mission and  
opportunities to serve is the recent  
installation of a mission’s e-bulletin board, 
mounted on the wall to the right upon  
entering the Atrium, near the information/ literature kiosk.  Many of you have already noticed and taken time to view recent features of 
our global mission outreach connections:  Bernie and Farsijana Risakotta, PC(USA) mission co-workers, Indonesia; Sharon and Lynn 
Fogleman, medical mission with Global Refuge International, Uganda; Veda Gill, and the new Pasrur Boys School, Presbyterian  
Education Board of Pakistan; and currently, the Alex Ludvicek family, with Mission Aviation Fellowship, Papua, Indonesia. Our own 
Guatemala Mission Team, serving through IMPACTO, was featured on their recent return in a video capturing the many facets of their 

mission experience. 

But equally, MOS seeks to highlight and encourage our membership to participate in outreach opportunities available within our  
community. Announcements of service and volunteer opportunities, workshops, etc. are posted weekly. Members of MOS look  
forward to welcoming members and friends between services, both to explore this new means of communicating mission and mission 
opportunities and to resource questions . 
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Mission, Outreach, & Service 

MOS Display in the Atrium     by Paul Heidger 

Thanks from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance     by Paul Heidger 

St. Andrew has contributed faithfully this year to PDA relief efforts involving tornados in Arkansas and the 
recent floods in Nebraska, South Dakota, and Iowa, as well as last year to flood relief on the US East Coast, 
and particularly, hurricane relief in Puerto Rico. MOS hopes to advise the congregation in the near future 
concerning opportunities to join personally with other members from churches in our Presbytery in relief work 
addressing the recent flooding in Davenport. The following is excerpted from a recent letter of gratitude from 

PDA: 

Dear Friends, “Comfort my people” is a divine command people of faith are eager to obey. Although many 
times we cannot personally touch individuals and communities in need, we can pray and we can give, and 
when we do, we become a visible witness of the loving heart of God and the hands and feet of Jesus. What 
a gift that is to those who need healing and restoration…and to us, who long to be a part of the work of  

   divine renewal and comfort.   

I am thankful today—and know I represent just one small voice in a mighty chorus of grateful Presbyterians and survivors of disaster 
from all walks of life—that you have put love into tangible action, giving with such extraordinary generosity to support those in need.  
Your prayers and gifts enable Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and our partners across the globe to manifest God-with-us,  
Emmanuel, to those in chaos and despair. Your generous gift is a gift that makes divine comfort real, helping those afflicted by  

disaster touch the tangible presence of Love. May peace be with you, in all seasons.   

In Christ’s peace, 

Rev. Dr. Laurie A. Krause, PDA  Coordinator 

Laurie A. Krause 
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Food Insecurity In the Neighborhood and Ways to Help 

St. Andrew is partnering with the Pheasant Ridge  
Neighborhood Center to serve lunches to children this 
summer. We need many volunteers from St. Andrew to 

make this happen! 

The Iowa City Community School District will deliver sack 
lunches to the neighborhood center from June 10 to August 2. 
The free lunch is for anyone under 18, regardless of family 
income or address. The center has the space for this program 
but not the volunteers. St. Andrew has committed to providing 
volunteers to go to the center from noon to 2:00 pm Monday-
Friday throughout the summer. That time includes serving 
lunch and helping to supervise an easy activity or game for 
children. To participate, sign up in the Atrium, talk to Heather 
Woodin or Sarah Brakke, or email Heather at 

hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. 

Volunteers can sign up to serve just one time during the  
summer, for an entire week, or multiple times. We expect 

about 20 children to attend for lunch and the activities. 

Please consider inviting your family, small group, or friends to  
sign up to volunteer. Children under 18 can eat for free. Students 
in junior high and senior high school can serve as helpers  

alongside two adult volunteers. 

The Summer Lunch program is an outgrowth of the School’s Out 
Day Camp held at St. Andrew. The day camp is for children with 
limited resources who attend Weber, Borlaug, and Horn  
elementary schools. Many of the children who attended during 

the school year live in the Pheasant Ridge neighborhood  

The “guest” list of over 120 homeless, 
impoverished, and challenged individuals 
we see each serving day reminds us that 
there are many people in our community 
who are in need of a hot meal, the 

warmth of shelter, and our caring. 

St. Andrew fields a team to prepare and 
serve free lunch on the first Wednesday 
of each month as part of the Free Lunch  
Program. We are part of a large group of area churches and  
organizations which have taken on this responsibility over the 
years. Free lunch is offered six days a week by area teams. It 
provides a sense of community, warmth, and safety in addition 
to a hot meal each day. St. Andrew has a wonderful team of 
experienced workers who do food preparation as well as dedi-
cated cooks and bakers who provide 14 casseroles and trays of 
cookies each time. You will enjoy the small group camaraderie 
of our team if you decide to join, and you will be assured you are 
doing a bit to alleviate food insecurity in our larger community. 
Contact Shirley Maxey (319/338.5122) or Rosemary Plapp at 
rplapp@gmail.com for more information or if you would like to 

join the team. 

Summer Lunches 

Free Lunch Program by Rosemary Plapp 

Lettuce Feed Others (LFO) 
May’s issue of the Messenger featured LFO and what it is doing 
to address food insecurity in our community. Please re-read that 
article, and then consider helping out. Visit LFO’s Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/lettucefeedothers/?ref=br_rs) to learn more. 
If you still have questions, email LFO at  
lettucefeedothers@gmail.com. 

Iowa City MobilePack 

We hope you’ve marked your  
calendars for November 26 and 27 
(the Tuesday and Wednesday of 
Thanksgiving week) for the 2019 Iowa 
City MobilePack event being held at 
St. Andrew. We’ve packed over one  
million meals together and will add 
another 116,640 at this year’s event… 
totally awesome! The Mothers’ Day 
baskets (a thank you gift for your $20 
donation in May) were a HUGE  
success – so we’re going to do some 
baking for the Dads! We’ll have 25  
Fathers’ Day Baskets (while supplies 
last) filled with delicious treats available with your $20 donation. 
To reserve yours before they are gone, email us 
at:  icmobilepack@gmail.com or live on the edge and pick one up 
between services on Sunday, June 16. As always, thank you so 
much for your overwhelming support of this community building 

mission project – we couldn’t do it without you! 

Your 2019 Planning Team–Janice Baldes, Cindy Vonderhaar, & 

Rebecca Schuchert. Questions? icmobilepack@gmail.com 

P.S. If you are contemplating getting dad another tie, a point to 
ponder: $20 provides over 80 MEALS to feed starving children in 

our world… JUST WOW! 

mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:rplapp@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/lettucefeedothers/?ref=br_rs
mailto:lettucefeedothers@gmail.com
mailto:icmobilepack@gmail.com
mailto:icmobilepack@gmail.com
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 Youth Ministry 

FAITHS (Friends Acting In The Holy Spirit) is a week-long summer mission day camp for students entering grades 7-12. We work on 

service projects each day in the Iowa City/Coralville area. Our days begin at 8:30 am with devotions and directions. Our work ends by 

early afternoon, generally between 11:30 am to 2:00 pm. For more information, contact Randy Hausler at rhausler@saintandrew-

ic.org. 

Hey, Junior High 

Hey, Junior High 

Youth!
Youth!   

mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 
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319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

Women’s Retreat Prayer Team 

The dates for the 2020 Women's Retreat have been set: February 7-8! 
As in past years, you are welcome to attend on Friday evening on the 
7th, Saturday the 8th, or both days. Mark your calendars now and 
begin to ponder who you might invite to join you. As we look forward to 
this event, you are invited to gather on June 9 and July 14 immediately 
following the 11:00 service in Room 103 to pray for God's leading of 
the retreat planning. If you have questions, contact Annie Potter at 

potterbeat@gmail.com.  

2020 

mailto:ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org
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