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In Numbers 13 we find the Israelites almost at the end of their journey through the  
wilderness, on the verge of entering the Promised Land. Yet again, God intervenes 
before they could take possession of their inheritance. “Send men to spy out the land 
of Canaan,” God instructed Moses. As if God didn’t know what they could expect from 
the new situation, which was prepared and created by God! Maybe God was  

asking for a final act of obedience and trust ... who knows? 

As I begin the next phase of the transition work of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, I 
have asked a handful of members to serve as transition team with me. During the next 
few weeks we’ll try to get the lay of the land as we prepare to settle in Camp Cardinal. 
For this, there will be “Coffee House Meetings” where we’ll listen to our people’s stories 
on various issues as we try to identify and capture the elephants that are running loose 

in St. Andrew. 

Our first meetings are scheduled in the Atrium, on June 10 and June 24 at 4:00 – 5:30 
pm. Please come and share the burdens, concerns, joys, and hopes regarding our 

congregation. Our first meeting will be focused on past pastors and leadership. 

In the words of Caleb to Moses, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well 

able to overcome it” (Numbers 13:30). 
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 A NOTE from Pastor Danie 

Rev. Dr. Daniel deBeer 

Interim Senior Pastor 

Summer Christian Education Opportunities 

“The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss”: Heather Woodin, director of family and children’s ministries, will 
lead a fun-filled, four-week, family-friendly exploration of the biblical echoes in the stories and  
drawings of Theodor Seuss Geisel — better known as Dr. Seuss. June 17, June 24, July 8, and July 
15, Children’s Ministry Area 

“The Friendship Foundation for a Thriving Marriage”: Just in time for Father’s Day, Pastor Kyle Otterbein will share some 
of the key insights on marriage that he has gained through his training as a 7 Principles Program Educator for the  

Gottman Institute. June 17, Youth Room 

“Digging into the Scriptures Five Rhymes at a Time”: Join writer/poet Jeff Carter to discuss his latest book, “There 
Once Was a Prophet From Judah: Biblical Limericks for Fun and Prophet.” The author of “Muted Hosannas,” Jeff 
spent 18 years as a minister of the gospel serving as an officer in The Salvation Army. He is now trying to figure out 

what it means to be a minister of the gospel as a forklift driver in Newton, Iowa.  June 24, Youth Room  

“Re-connecting with Mission Partners”: Drs. Bernie and Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta, mission co-workers for the PC(USA), will visit 

St. Andrew to discuss their work in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. July 8, Room 128 

“The Gospel According to Jesus Christ Superstar”: Jeff Charis-Carlson will lead a two-week study of the 
history and theology of the rock opera based on Gospel of John. The discussion will include clips from  
various productions over the past 47 years. Sing-along opportunities are highly likely. July 8 and July 15, 
Youth Room 
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Softball Season Is Underway 

Rev. Mark Martin Named Pastor Emeritus 
St. Andrew’s Session recently received permission from the Presbytery to offer a  
special recognition to the Rev. Mark Martin, who served as senior pastor from 1987 to 2008. In our 
denomination, the Presbyterian Church (USA), the title “Pastor Emeritus” is an honorific,  

generally reserved for retired pastors: 

 who led their congregations for more than a generation,  

 who set a high bar for the inspirational and intellectual content of their sermons,  

 who helped build up a strong lay leadership,  

 and who consistently mentored younger colleagues. 

As church leaders began preparing for St. Andrew’s 60th anniversary celebrations, Session decided 
the time had come to seek permission to bestow emeritus status on Pastor Mark. Knowing how  
slowly denominational wheels tend to turn, Session sent in its request in April in hopes of gaining 
approval from the Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry (COM) before our “Coming Home” anniver-

sary events scheduled for October 18 to 21. 

But COM members acted more quickly than we expected. They knew Pastor Mark had served his colleagues well during his 21 years 
at St. Andrew, that he had held several leadership positions in the Presbytery and on COM, and that he had helped organize many 

support groups for first-time pastors and new lay leaders. 

They also knew that, in the decade since Pastor Mark’s so-called “retirement,” he and his wife, Carol, have served as active  
volunteers in disaster response and recovery. COM wound up taking less than a week to approve Session’s request. We still plan to 
include a celebration of this news later this year, but in the meantime, we just want to spread the news as quickly and broadly as  
possible. As such, Mark was reintroduced to the congregation as a Pastor Emeritus in both worship services on May 13. He was  
presented as an exemplar of the promise God made to the prophet Jeremiah: “Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who 

will lead you with knowledge and understanding.” 

The PC(USA) makes it clear that the phrase Pastor Emeritus is a honorific, not a job title, and we want to be equally clear that Pastor 
Mark is not going back on the payroll. But we on the Session — including Pastors Danie and Kyle — are excited to see him listed 

again among the leadership of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church. 
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Mission, Outreach, & Service (MOS) 

Guatemala Spring 2018: The Library     by Karna Wieck 

How many times have you read a book to a child or taken them to a library; to watch them 
pick out their favorite book and then start to sound out some of the words as they learn how 
to read or press the buttons on those that make sounds? Thanks to Impacto and all those 
who work along-side them, it is 
also possible in Guatemala at 
their Happy Tummies location in 
San Juan. A dream has come 
true, and a new library was 
opened this spring, and our 
group helped them put some 

finishing touches on it. 

In 2015 we heard of this dream 
that started with a structure 
where they planned to build a 
home for the caretaker they 
were going to hire to take care of the Happy Tummies facility. In 2017 we saw the steps up to 
the second level that would become the library, and we helped buy supplies to finish the roof 

and helped make the tables and chairs that would go in the library. To see it all come together, with books on the shelf, computer 

spaces, and brightly painted walls and furniture, was exciting! 

Three trips to Guatemala, and each time bilingual books packed in my bag to share with 
the children, it is SO rewarding to see that they now have a library at the Happy Tummies 
in San Juan. When we went in 2015, I set up a table and placed all the books on it. Each 
day they came and browsed through the books and sometimes picked some and sat on 
my lap, and we would read them. Bilingual books are so much fun as they can read to me 
in Spanish while I read to them in English. They giggle at my English and then they read in 
Spanish, so proud to show me what they know. It is also an easy way to read Bible stories 
as someone in our group always knows some Spanish to help read in both English and 

Spanish. 

This year on the last day at Happy  
Tummies we shared a meal and had the 

Happy Tummies children invite a friend. It was so special to be able to use the library 
to take small groups of children there to read books, share Bible stories, and learn 
The Lord’s Prayer in Spanish...as Heather Woodin does starting with kneeling and 
whispering “Our Father” in Spanish, rising slowly from the floor with increasing  

volume, and ending with raised 
hands and a praise-worthy shout of 
“AMEN!”  The Guatemalan children 
enjoyed that as much as our 
*spark* children do. One of the 
books we read was Heartprints 
which teaches you how to be kind to 
others and share God's love. Many “heartprints” were shared that day, and yes, our 

hearts were full of joy as we spent time with about 100 children in Guatemala. 

To learn more about the library, click this link: http://impactoministry.com/library-. 

http://impactoministry.com/library-
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MOS continued 

Save the Date for Fall Disability & Faith Workshop 

St. Andrew’s AIM Ministry (Access & Inclusive Mission) is sponsoring a Fall 
Disability & Faith Workshop on Saturday, October 6, 2018. The workshop will 
be held at the Coralville Public Library in Meeting Room A from  8:45 am—
11:45 am. 
 

The presenter will be Jolene Philo. Jolene is the author of five books for the 
special needs community, including Does My Child Have PTSD? and What to 
Do When Your Child Is Hurting from the Inside Out. She is currently  
collaborating with Dr. Gary Chapman on a book about using the five love  
languages in special needs families. She also connects with parents of kids with 
special needs at her blog, DifferentDream.com. With her daughter, she co-hosts 
the Home Again Podcast, which explores intergenerational living. Jolene 
speaks about writing, special needs parenting, special needs ministry, and  
post-traumatic stress disorder around the country and internationally. She and 
her husband live in Polk City. 
 

This event is free and open to public. Refreshments will be provided.  
Questions? Contact: Marcia Murphy at murphyma87533@gmail.com . 

Drs. Bernie & Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta, 

Mission Co-Workers in Indonesia, to Visit on July 8 

Bernie and Farsijana will be back to visit 
St. Andrew on July 8 and will lead an adult 
education class at 9:45 am where they will 
update St. Andrew on the work they are 
doing in Yogyakarta.  

We also recently received a newsletter  
updating us on their ministry. Their  
newsletter is very descriptive and includes 
wonderful photos of the people with which 
they work.  

Bernie and Farsijana, and the MOS Team, 
thank St. Andrew for the prayers and  
support over the years that have helped 
make a difference to the lives of people 
living in Indonesia. 

To view the newsletter, go to  this link: 
https://bit.ly/2wOpI49. 

For information about our other mission  
co-workers and activities, go to our  
website at saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/
mission. 

http://differentdream.com/
mailto:murphyma87533@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/2wOpI49
http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/mission
http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/mission
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Cover Story 

Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God Alone)! 

The words by singer/songwriter/poet Andrew Peterson in the 
center of this page help sustain me through all kinds of  
transitions and help me to remember that the purpose behind all 
I do as a Christ follower is to give glory to God. Those lyrics, like 
the passage from where the song comes (Romans 11:33-36), 
remind me that I am but a part of a larger fabric (the church) that 
cannot begin to understand the depth and riches of the  
wisdom and knowledge of God. But, because of that, to 

God be the glory forever and ever! 

One of the things I love most about being 
part of God’s church and working at St. 
Andrew is that anything the church 
has and does at its very core 
comes from God (gifts, talent, 
faith…) and is ultimately given 
back to God through worship, 
prayer, mission, community 
service, music, education, 
etc. This issue of the  
Messenger is filled with 
articles and images that tell 
the story of St. Andrew  

giving God the glory. 

For example, on page 4, 
Karna Wieck shares with us 
the love, grace, and sheer 
hard work that went into  
creating the library for the 
Happy Tummies program in  
Guatemala. She describes the 
joy of the children learning to 
read, learning about Jesus, and 
her own joy in seeing how God is 
working through Impacto and its  

partners, including St. Andrew. 

St. Andrew has a long tradition of glorifying 
God by sharing resources with mission co-workers 
who serve internationally. One such relationship is with 
Bernie and Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta, mission co-workers 
who share God’s love and grace in Indonesia and around the 

world. (see page 5) 

Marcia Murphy, part of the St. Andrew family and the lead  
facilitator for both Access and Inclusive Mission (AIM) and  
Mental Health Initiatives (MHI), regularly creates events and 
opportunities for giving that share God’s love with people who 
either have disabilities or care for those with disabilities. (see 

page 5) 

St. Andrew glorifies God through music and the arts on a weekly 
basis in our worship services, if not more often. As many  
readers may know, May 20 was Music Appreciation Sunday 
where St. Andrew friends and members used their gifts of  
singing, playing instruments, and directing to praise the God 
who gave them those gifts and to lead others in such praise.  

The annual children’s musical was held on April 29 
where the children and youth used their  

musical and acting talents to glorify God 
just as the adults do. Both of these  

stories are shared through pictures on 
the facing page. Please take a  

moment to read the comments that 
were made on the connection 

cards the day of the children’s 
musical. We have overlaid 

some of them on the photos.  

This summer our youth will 
be participating in 
F.A.I.T.H.S. (Friends Acting 
In The Holy Spirit) where 
they will give glory to God by 
serving people in need, the  
community at large, and 
grandparents/people of 

grandparent age at the  

annual Grandparents’ Lunch. 

The youngest in the Iowa City/
Coralville/North Liberty  

community will experience God’s 
love and grace through Vacation 

Bible School in June where they will 
learn that God’s love is so deep and wide 

that he has made them part of his kingdom! 

(see page 8) 

And, a St. Andrew summer would not be complete 
without our high school youth traveling to Pittsburgh 

where they will share their love of God through service to 
some of the most economically challenged people in the US. By 
being the literal hands, feet, and face of God to many who might 
otherwise lack hope, those being helped will very likely glorify 
God, and our youth will find God in Pittsburgh waiting for them, 

ready to be praised. 

To listen to Andrew’s song, Romans 11 (Doxology), go to this 

YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhrIRUJUvf8. 

Romans 11 (Doxology)  
 

Oh the depth of the riches 
And the wisdom and knowledge  
     of God. 
How unsearchable his judgments. 
How untraceable his paths. 
 

Who knows the mind of our God 
And who can bring council to Him? 
Who has given to God that God  
     should repay? 

 

Chorus  
For from Him, through Him 
To Him, is everything. 
To God be the glory forever and ever 
To God be the glory forever, amen! 
(Andrew Peterson, 2014) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhrIRUJUvf8
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Music Ministries 

Music Appreciation Sunday, May 20          photos by Wanda Halverson 

Children’s Musical Highlights from April 29  photos by Jordan DeGrazia 

These kids do such a wonderful job! Always uplifting to have our  
joy-filled children lead us in  
worship. 

Proud of all our youth! So thankful for the youth of  
St. Andrew and how they show their 
love of the Lord. 
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Children + Family + Youth Ministries 

Vacation Bible School is June 11-15, from 8:30 to noon, with an option for early morning care. Join us for 
a week of super-size learning fun as we explore Bible stories with kings, queens, castles, and more. Our 
daily themes will come to life as we meet David and King Saul, Abigail, King Solomon, the Queen of  
Sheba, and Jesus, Prince of Peace and King of Kings. VBS registration forms for children and volunteers 

are available at the kiosk in the atrium and online at saintandrew-ic.org. Cost is $25.  

Our time together includes story-telling and sing-a-longs, plus science experiments, art projects, games, 

and a morning snack.  

In addition, our service project is a food drive called Castle Canstruction. Our goal is to collect enough 
nonperishable food items to build a castle. We are envisioning a turret of tuna and a moat of mac & 
cheese!  All congregation members and friends may contribute, even if you are not participating in VBS. 
Food items began being dropped off in the lower level starting May 27. We will welcome all donations but 

multiples of the same item will allow for more creativity in castle-building. After VBS, the food castle will be donated to the Crisis  

Center Food Bank.  

Other items you can donate for VBS are old T-shirts (all sizes, all colors; stains are OK), used or new Legos, and new washcloths (all 

colors). Drop off these items anytime at the children’s welcome desk in the lower level.  

A new feature at VBS this year is Breakfast Club, which offers early morning care (7:30 to 8:30am) for kids before VBS starts. This 
could be helpful for parents who need to be at work by 8:00 am. Breakfast Club fee is $5 per day per child, in addition to the regular 

VBS fee. 

VBS is for kids who will start kindergarten in Fall 2019 through those who will be in 6th grade in Fall 2018. Older students and adults 
are needed as volunteers. Nursery care will be provided for infants and toddlers of VBS volunteers. Kids and volunteers do not have 

to be members of St. Andrew to participate. 

If you plan to volunteer during VBS, please sign up soon. We would like to extend invitations to children in our new neighborhood and 

the community, but number of participants will depend on number of volunteers who are here to supervise.  

We’re All Kids of the Kingdom!       by Heather Woodin 

Youth Ministry 

In addition to a full schedule of community service, the FAITHS 
youth will be serving their annual Grandparents’ Luncheon. All 
grandparents or people of grandparent age are invited to lunch 
on Friday, June 22. The lunch will be from 12:00 - 1:00 pm in the 
atrium of St. Andrew Presbyterian. This lunch is an opportunity 
for our students to make new friends of a different age and to 
share our service experiences of the past week. Won’t you  

consider joining us and sharing a meal with us?  

Please RSVP to the church office (319/338.7523) or to Randy 

Hausler (319/530.2027 | rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org). 

Each Monday in the summer, BASIC (our junior high youth  
ministry) hosts various fun activities to help break up the  
boredom of summer. Below is the Monday/Funday calendar for 
this year. If you have any questions, email Randy Hausler at  
rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org. 

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
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 Financials 
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Following the "active pledging" of our financial gifts in the fall, we are now in the "follow 
through" season of stewardship. This is when we connect the gifts of our members to 
the growing ministries of the church. Starting in June, you'll see a QR code in 
the Sunday morning bulletin. This is an electronic code that links to the Give Now 
page on our church website. We've also added a checkbox on the connection card to  
indicate electronic giving. We hope that people who like technology will use these 
prompts to connect their gifts to our communal worship. In worship, we respond to 
God's love with our offering. Your gifts, talents and service enable so much ministry at 

St. Andrew. God bless you. 

Stewardship Update : QR Code for Your Giving Convenience 

  
Current Period Year to Date Annual Budget 

Annual  
Budget % 

YTD Prior Year 

INCOME       

PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT $85,070.22  $292,668.44  $870,000.00  33.64%  $283,228.90  

FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME 150.00  150.00  0.00  0.00%  30.00  

Subtotal Budget Income 85,220.22  292,818.44  870,000.00  33.66%  283,258.90  

INVESTMENT INCOME 360.65  1,443.32  0.00  0.00%  1,076.20  

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME 135.00  136.50  0.00  0.00%  0.00  

TOTAL INCOME 85,715.87  294,398.26  870,000.00  33.84%  284,335.10  

EXPENSES       

LAND  $300.00  $2,650.00  $14,334.00  18.49%  $0.00  

BUILDING  2,647.73  19,458.50  66,282.00  29.36%  22,892.82  

UTILITIES  3,890.36  14,807.03  56,192.00  26.35%  2,382.03  

EQUIPMENT, F & F 178.48  623.52  400.00  155.88%  107.00  

VEHICLES  0.00  549.50  3,802.00  14.45%  652.90  

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN 132.44  2,129.47  11,875.00  17.93%  1,437.01  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 169.99  679.96  2,100.00  32.38%  850.86  

MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP 687.21  2,669.53  6,500.00  41.07%  1,582.55  

MISSION  13,892.06  41,617.04  121,800.00  34.17%  42,427.31  

MUSIC  825.44  4,802.25  10,550.00  45.52%  2,278.61  

OFFICE EXPENSE 995.58  7,079.79  21,500.00  32.93%  5,185.08  

OPERATING EXPENSES 888.39  2,429.47  7,061.00  34.41%  2,398.11  

WORSHIP  225.03  2,966.74  2,425.00  122.34%  1,633.59  

YOUTH MINISTRIES 795.77  3,298.43  14,900.00  22.14%  1,439.18  

PERSONNEL  57,740.12  199,782.84  577,133.00  34.62%  183,994.73  

TOTAL EXPENSES 83,368.60  305,544.07  916,854.00  33.33%  269,261.78  

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES $2,347.27  -$11,145.81 -$46,854.00 23.79%  $15,073.32  
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Coming Home 
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Interiors Team 

 

 

Message Rack: This is an area for  
information on ministries and special events 
or resources that members and guests may 
want to take with them when leaving St.  
Andrew. These items are approved by the 

church office and then added to the rack. 

 

Columns: The large rounded columns 
throughout the building are magnetic and 
an easy way to display information.  
Keeping these postings fresh and up-to-
date help their effectiveness. These items 
will be hung with magnets after approval 
from the office. Most posters are displayed 

two to three weeks prior to an event.  

 

Mission Bins: Our church design  
includes bins for mission collections. 
Items can be collected in a clean,  
unobtrusive way. There will be a sign 
placed on the counter designating 
where items belong.  The  
Mission, Outreach, and Service Team 

(MOS) coordinates this area. 

 

 

Atrium Counter Top: These 
shelves were designed for our 
building to house computer  
terminals that members can  
access information from. We do 
not have computers yet but are 
using this area for displaying  
information about current  
happenings. Due to the number of 
activities, displays will be rotated frequently to allow for more 
ministries to enhance their presence. When imagining your 
space, keep in mind that simple is usually better. For instance, 
utilizing three panel display boards keeps display materials tidy 
and easy to view. If you would like to affix something to the wall, 
please utilize Command Strips to alleviate damage to the walls. 
Please check with the office for approval before placing items 

here.   

 

 

Atrium Lower Counter Top: 
This area is used for short-term 
sign-ups for special events or 
projects. Sign-up sheets will be 
placed on a clipboard and a de-
scription sheet put in a plastic 8-½ 
x 11 display holder placed above 

the sign-up for easy navigation.  

 

 

 

 

Payment Box: This is a new system to 
collect monies for different projects and 
forms. This box is located outside the  
office door and will be used for all  
payments located in one central  
location.  Notice the sign above indicating 
relevant events that monies and forms are 
being collected. Coordinate with the main 
office if you have a project that collects 

registration forms and payments. 
 

 

 

 

Community Bulletin Board: This 
area will be used for approved items 
that highlight events happening in our  
community that are not sponsored by 
St. Andrew. This is located on the  
lower level at the bottom of the east 

staircase.  
 

 

Special Displays: Please help us keep our 
new facility organized and neat by asking 
ahead of time for permission to set out  
special displays. After approval, the interiors 
team will help locate an appropriate place for 
the displays. Depending upon the nature of 
the display, we ask that displays only be kept 
up for the week prior to or following the event to make way for 

the many different ministries we have going on in the church. 
 

Questions? 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Rebecca 
Schuchert (rebecca@shoeheart.com), Denise Schmitz 
(denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com), or Deb Fick 

(ddfick@mchsi.com). 

? 

Hello from your Interiors Team! We are so excited to be in our new space and are making plans for ways to enhance the livability. 
One of the areas that we are working hard on is to have designated areas to post information about event happenings that also 
keep our space looking clean, neat, and organized. We have come up with several ideas. Let us show you what we are talking 
about:   

mailto:rebecca@shoeheart.com
mailto:denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com
mailto:ddfick@mchsi.com
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 
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319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

Sweet Saturdays of Summer 

Bring a friend or meet a friend at this gathering of  

St. Andrew women on Saturday mornings during the  

summer for fellowship, food, and devotions   
 
 

Where & When: Church Youth Room on June 2 (be sure  

to enter on the lower level on this day); Atrium on July 7, 

and the Children’s Ministry Area on August 4 
 

 

Time: 8:00 am to 9:30 am 
 
 

If you have questions, contact LeAnn  

Otterbein at  leann.otterbein@gmail.com 

or Annie Potter at potterbeat@gmail.com. 
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