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A NOTE from Pastor Matt
Sacred Places
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1 (NRSV)
Dear Friends in Christ,
As I write this, the days of St Andrew’s physical presence at 1300 Melrose are quickly drawing to a
close. Already, many of the classrooms have been cleared out, library books packed, and one
semi-trailer has already been filled with items for deep storage. By the time you receive this issue of the
Messenger, it is possible that the demolition of the building will have already commenced. It is a
sobering thought, that no amount of forewarning seems adequate to fully prepare oneself for the reality
of saying goodbye to a place filled with so many cherished memories.
We know that the Church of Jesus Christ is not confined to or defined by a building, and yet the places
and structures we inhabit for Christian worship and fellowship hold special meaning to us. These
spaces become sacred because of the sanctifying presence of the Lord in special moments that mark
Rev. Dr. Matt Paul is the head
our
journey with Christ. We remember these places because it is there that we experienced God in
pastor at St. Andrew
particular acts of worship, service, prayer, devotion, commitment, and sacrament. We associate such
places with the relationships we formed there and think of the people and the moments that have helped shape us as Jesus’
disciples. When those places go away, it can feel like a part of us goes with it.
I pray that it is of some comfort to know that the same God who gathered a people in 1958, established them at 1300 Melrose Avenue
as St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, and has blessed our ministry ever since, is the same God who goes before us to First Avenue in
Coralville and on to Gathering Place Lane in 2017. Praise be to God for sacred places and for the people who made them so dear to
our hearts.
Godspeed,

Session Highlights
Session Meeting, April 21, 2016
 Session met with Larry Dean, capital campaign consultant,
to discuss With Our Eyes on Christ.
 Elders reviewed the results of the surveys distributed at the
April 17 congregational gathering and tasked Jeff
Charis-Carlson with presenting a summary of the results to
the congregation on April 24.
 Session voted on two additional motions relative to the
survey results: to explore methods of providing timely
updates to the congregation; and to make unofficial or draft
session minutes available upon request to the church office.
(Approved session minutes have always been available.)
 Updates were received from the Camp Cardinal Building
Team (the building permit had been issued and foundation
work was to begin soon), Transition Team (the lease for the
New Horizon building is under review by the attorney), and
the Nominating Team (their work is progressing).
 Session voted to hold a single worship service on May 29 at
10:00 am.

Special Session Meetings, April 24, 2016
Session approved the following action Items:
 To receive Corey and Crystal Markfort into membership and
approve the baptism of their son Phillip.
 To place the chancel set, moveable pews, pastor chairs,
baptismal font, in storage for possible use in the new church
building.
 To have the staff begin the process of determining what to
do with the stationary pews—arranging for them to go to
another church or for salvage to local woodworkers.
Congregational Meeting June 12
There will be a congregational meeting to elect church officers
on Sunday, June 12 at 10:00 am.
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Community Happenings
Deaths
William “Bill” Ford, died on April 28.
Marilyn “Joann” Paul, mother of Susan Cook, died on May 10.

Open House & Riding Toy Swap
You are invited to an Open House at our
interim site at 2251 1st Ave.,
Coralville, from 10 am to noon on
Saturday, June 4. Come and see our
church home, where we will worship,
praise, learn, and play for the next year or
so. The children of St. Andrew will be the tour guides for this Open House. The kids will
show you around, serve cookies and punch, and share their enthusiasm for this next
chapter in the life of our congregation.
There will also be a riding toy swap
event in the lower parking lot during the
open house. Youngsters can bring their
riding toys that they have outgrown or
would like to trade with other
youngsters.
Our first worship services there will be
8:30 and 11:00 am Sunday, June 5. All are welcome at the Open House, and no
registration is required—just stop by for a tour and a treat.
Children who want to assist with the Open House should arrive at 9:00 am for their own
tour and assignment of duties. This event probably is best suited for
elementary school-aged kids, but youngers are welcome, too--we'll pair them with a
buddy.
For more information, talk to Heather or email her at
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.

Connection Card
Quotes
Beautiful reminder of all
children of God being equal
and precious.

Praise God!

Good sermon! Great
encouragement for regular
attendance—the low numbers
are very concerning.

I would like to help with VBS in
June — could tech preschool,
kindergarteners, crafts, etc.

Disability Inclusion Sunday, June 19
Please join us as we celebrate all of God’s gifts
during our special disability inclusion service.
The Gospel message welcomes all of God’s
people both those who are temporarily-abled and
those with physical, emotional, mental, or spiritual
challenges.

In the face of discouragement,
to encourage those with whom
I work.

The AIM Team
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Music Appreciation & Pentecost Sunday 2016
Photos by Wanda Halverson
& Deb Barber
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Children, Youth, & Families

Time: 9:00 am - 11:30 am
To Register: Go to the website to the right,
click here, or stop by the church office.
Fee: $25
For ages 4 yrs. old (entering kindergarten)
to 6th grade (entering 6th grade) this fall.

Friends Acting in the Holy Spirit (F.A.I.T.H.S.)

Volunteer & participant
registration forms are available
at the Welcome Desk and can be
downloaded from our website.

Every summer we host a week of service to
our Iowa City community that is open to
junior high and high school students. Each
morning we will help out around Iowa City
and Coralville. In the past we have
we cleaned ditches, mulched and weeded
the church building, and much more. As
always we will end the week by hosting a
Grandparents' Lunch.
Click here for the F.A.I.T.H.S. registration
form or go to www.saintandrew-ic.org, or
stop by the church office. The cost to
participate is $10 which covers the price of the
t-shirt.
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Rooted in Christ: Meet the Transition Team
Story by Heather Woodin

Moving from one house to another is a huge undertaking. Moving
from one church building to another—then, ultimately, to
another—is a monumental task that can only be accomplished
with God’s guidance and a fantastic working team.
St. Andrew’s hard-working team is led by Gene Dierking and
Steve Van Tasell, with assistance from Nancy Barth, Julie Lavely
and Beth Anne Pigge, plus dozens of others who have jumped in
to help.
The Transition Team was created last fall and met behind-thescenes for months. The team and its efforts have been much
more visible in the past few weeks. The last worship service at
1300 Melrose Avenue
is May 29 at 10:00 am;
the first worship service
at our interim building is
June 5. For the past
few weeks, days and
evenings have been
filled with packing
boxes,
removing
fixtures, coordinating
schedules,
planning
ahead, and plenty of
sweat, dust, and hard
work, all coordinated by
the Transition Team.

That space will serve as St. Andrew’s home for about a year,
until the new building at 140 Gathering Place Lane, Iowa City,
opens in mid-2017.
Some of the busiest days so far have been “loading days,” when
packed items are loaded onto semi-trailers for “deep storage,”
meaning they won’t be removed from the trailers until we move
into the new building. Each time, the Transition Team has been
impressed by those who arrive to help. The first step has been to
line up all the items in the Narthex and hallways so they are
easily accessible, then to move them onto the trailers. “The
response has been great,” Gene said. “In fact, the crew got into it
to the point that there were a few times we had to slow them
down a bit so the
loaders could get
things
properly
packed in the trailer.
What
had
been
scheduled
for
a
4-hour project wound
up being finished in a
little over 2½ hours.”

Gene’s advice to the
congregation is to
“keep focused on
what our ultimate goal
is in this journey. The
reason Anne and I
“Life’s transitions are
were drawn to St.
rarely easy, and they
Andrew was because
teach us so much if
the DNA of the church
we’re willing to open
seemed to be that of a
our hearts and show up
serving church--one
to receive the lessons,”
that had mission as its
Nancy said. She and
reason
for
Julie
focused
on
existing. Although we
helping
the
are going to be
congregation through
temporarily in a home
the emotional and
in
between,
the
spiritual sides of the
Photo by Wanda Halverson
mission does not stop
move. Their work
or take a rest.
Julie Lavely, Nancy Barth, Gene Dierking, & Steve VanTassel
included bringing folks
Not pictured: Beth Anne Pigge
Ultimately we will be in
together to create a
our new home from
timeline to highlight memories and significant events at the which we cannot only continue our mission, but can grow that
Melrose property.
mission.”
St. Andrew’s transitional site is at 2251 First Avenue, Coralville, a Beth Anne encourages church members and friends to stay
building that previously housed New Horizons Methodist Church. involved during the upcoming year of transition at the Coralville
That congregation is facing its own transition, as the church is site. “As we move to Coralville, we must come, we must invite
closing at the end of May.
guests, and we have to focus on being a welcoming, diverse
continued on page 7
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congregation,” she said.
Beth Anne’s primary role has been to coordinate the two sales to
dispose of church items that will not be moved. “I continue to be
passionate about wanting to grow the church and be
missionaries in our own community. I have been blessed to
witness the passion and caring of some of our long-time members
and I am thankful to know them better,” she said.
“That caring, compassion and companionship will help ease the
transition,” Nancy said. “I have found comfort in helping others
mindfully walk along the path of St. Andrew’s transition from
Melrose to the New Horizons site and inevitably to Gathering
Place Lane. I’ve learned that no matter what transitions we
encounter in our lives we are not alone when we walk together in
shared vision, love and faith,” she said.
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Prayer Ministry
We Can Learn from the Prayer Life of Jesus
Luke 11:1 reads, "One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When
he finished, one of his disciples said to him, 'Lord, teach us to pray, just
as John taught his disciples."' There's much to learn from this passage
beyond the significant Lord's Prayer that follows it. For one, we learn
that what sparked the unnamed disciple’s curiosity to learn about
prayer was the fact that he saw Jesus in prayer. We also learn that
John the Baptist taught his disciples to pray and, as a result, the
disciples of Jesus were also interested in learning to pray, or at least
one of them was! How many of us actually seek earnestly for God to
teach us to pray?
WHY DID JESUS PRAY?
Theologically speaking, there are at least three reasons that Jesus
prayed. First, Jesus prayed as an example to his followers. Second, the
incarnation consists of both divine and human natures. From his
human nature, it was
perfectly natural for a Jewish
believer such as Christ to
pray. Third, the nature of the
Trinity allows for
communication between its
members. As God the Son,
Jesus could pray to God the
Father.
JESUS AND PRAYER
Jesus prayed for others. In
Matthew 19:13, we read,
"Then little children were
brought to Jesus for him to
place his hands on them and
pray for them." Despite the
fact that "the disciples
rebuked those who brought them," Jesus said the children should not
be hindered "for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these" (v.14). In John 17:9 we read, "I (Jesus) pray for them. I am not
praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are
yours." This underscores the need for intercessory prayer.
Jesus prayed with others. Luke 9:28 reads, "(Jesus) took Peter,
John, and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray."
Jesus prayed alone, as we'll read below, but he also knew the value of
praying with others. Acts 1:14 underscores the importance of
Christians praying with one another: "They all joined together
constantly in prayer..."
Jesus prayed alone. Luke 5:16 reads, "But Jesus often withdrew to
lonely places and prayed." As much as Jesus understood the value of
praying with and for the others, he also understood the need to pray
alone.
Jesus prayed in nature. Psalm 19:1 reads, "The heavens declare the
glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands." What better
place to commune with our creator than among the wonders of nature?
Luke 6:12 says, "One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside
to pray..." He could have gone to a home, a synagogue or if he were

by Robert Velarde

near Jerusalem he could have gone to the temple to pray. But there
were times when Jesus made the decision to pray where he was,
which often happened to be in nature.
Jesus could pray as a sprinter or a marathon runner. The Lord's
Prayer is full of wisdom, but it is short enough to be easily memorized
and serve as an example of a sprint rather than a marathon
prayer. But Jesus also knew how to dedicate long periods of time to
prayer. As we read in Luke 6:12, Jesus "spent the night praying to
God."
Jesus prayed regularly. This insight is gleaned from a passage cited
earlier, Luke 5:16: "Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and
prayed." The word "often" is not hidden, but makes it obvious that
Jesus prayed regularly. Throughout the Gospels whenever we read of
Jesus and prayer, it comes up regularly and naturally.
The prayers of Jesus were
heartfelt. Jesus did not pray
in a cold, distant manner, but
in heartfelt supplication,
demonstrating empathy and
a genuine love for God. This
is demonstrated clearly in
John 17, where Jesus prays
for himself, his immediate
disciples, as well as for all
believers.
Jesus prayed based on his
knowledge of God and his
truths. The prayers of Jesus
were based on God's
revealed truths. In
John 4:24 Jesus said, "God
is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." He also
said, "the truth will set you free" (John 8:32), underscoring the
importance of truth in the life of Jesus and, in turn, our lives.
Jesus taught persistence in prayer. "Then Jesus told his disciples a
parable to show them that they should always pray and not give
up." (Luke 18:1). The parable Jesus shared is not meant to depict a
pestering disciple who finally bugs God enough that he chooses to
respond but about persistence in prayer and waiting on God and His
timing.
Jesus knew that not all his prayers would be answered as
expected. Not all our prayers are answered in ways we
expect. Even Jesus knew this hard lesson as he cried out to God the
Father from Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-44). Three times Jesus
prayed for God to allow an easier path, but Jesus knew, "Yet not as I
will, but as you will" (26:39)
Jesus offered a simple insight to prayer: God is in charge. We
need to keep this principle in mind. By studying the prayer life of Jesus
we can learn a lot about the important truths of prayer.
May your prayer life be enriched by this reading!
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Financials
April 2016 General Fund Income & Expenses
April

Year to Date

Annual Budget

Annual Budget
Percentage

Annual Budget
Difference

PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT

$75,368.26

$260,001.80

$812,500.00

32.00%

-$552,498.20

FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME

0.00

80.00

0.00

0.00%

80.00

INVESTMENT INCOME

559.89

2,558.12

0.00

0.00%

2,558.12

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME

0.00

202.44

0.00

0.00%

202.44

TOTAL INCOME

75,928.15

262,842.36

812,500.00

32.35%

-549,657.64

LAND

$0.00

$1,595.00

$9,000.00

17.72%

-$7,405.00

BUILDING

4,485.56

14,459.12

49,552.00

29.18%

-35,092.88

UTILITIES

2,211.36

7,995.17

29,318.00

27.27%

-21,322.83

EQUIPMENT, F & F

0.00

403.50

400.00

100.88%

3.50

VEHICLES

284.75

656.77

3,855.00

17.04%

-3,198.23

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN

302.27

1,043.23

11,875.00

8.79%

-10,831.77

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

179.50

545.12

1,650.00

33.04%

-1,104.88

MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP

708.80

2,532.42

7,750.00

32.68%

-5,217.58

MISSION

10,661.30

36,605.30

113,750.00

32.18%

-77,144.70

MUSIC

512.90

3,718.12

11,000.00

33.80%

-7,281.88

OFFICE EXPENSE

1,469.86

5,805.70

23,000.00

25.24%

-17,194.30

OPERATING EXPENSES

2,473.68

10,581.80

34,671.00

30.52%

-24,089.20

WORSHIP

254.93

2,277.62

3,126.00

72.86%

-848.38

YOUTH MINISTRIES

232.79

2,419.03

14,900.00

16.24%

-12,480.97

PERSONNEL

46,541.76

188,938.74

567,162.00

33.31%

-378,223.26

TOTAL EXPENSES

70,319.46

279,576.64

881,009.00

31.73%

-601,432.36

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES

$5,608.69

-$16,734.28

-$68,509.00

24.43%

$51,774.72

INCOME
BUDGET INCOME

EXPENSES

Synod
16%

Per Capita

General
Assembly
22%

Presbytery of
East Iowa
62%

Per capita funding is how Presbyterians
mutually share the costs of coming
together to discern the Spirit’s leading for
the future. The total per capita amount for
2016 is $33. The breakdown is as follows:
$20.63 Presbytery; $7.12 General
Assembly; $5.25 Synod
Please remit $33 for every
confirmed member in your family. Thank
you.
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Capital Campaign & Camp Cardinal Update
With Our Eyes on Christ
In the midst of upheaval, we fix our eyes on Christ. He renews us day by
day. He wipes our tears and relieves our pain. He is the beginning and end
of everything. As we are thirsty, he gives us the water of life. Our church is
like a busy city, as beautiful as a bride on her wedding day. God himself
delights in us and dwells among us.
Gathering together, we offer an update on the Our Journey with Christ campaign. During that campaign, we had 169 households participating. So far,
115 of them completed their pledges to 100%. Many more are very close!
As a church family, we completed our overall pledges at 89%. Our pledge
completion rate is above the average for a church of our size. Our current
giving to the campaign is $2.05 million. What generous, faithful givers we have in our church.
Growing in faith, we offer a report on the With Our Eyes on Christ campaign. As of May 23, our current amount pledged is
$1,135,318. We have received commitments from 101 households. In the first week of giving, we collected $62,753 in initial
contributions from 29 families. Wow! We are grateful for your willingness and your faithfulness. We will present these numbers to
Session and the Finance Team. As we learn of progress on the building construction, we will report back to you what to expect.
We love hearing your stories of faith and abundance at 1300 Melrose. Please continue to share them with us. We treasure the stories
like pure gold.
Serving each other, you can always email us at withoureyesonchrist@saintandrew-ic.org or call the church office at 319/338.7523.
We welcome your questions and feedback. You can also catch us on Sunday mornings in church where we expect to be worshipping
with you and yours for many more years.
Gratefully,
Christina Donelson + Marylu Watkins

Camp Cardinal Construction Update

by Jack Prall

Construction at the Camp Cardinal site is
proceeding on schedule for a move into the
new facility by spring of 2017.
The new concrete road, Camp Cardinal Road,
has been completed and is usable. The
connection from this road to the construction
site will remain in gravel until later in the fall
when Gathering Place Lane will be paved.
The large retaining walls are nearly finished.
Footers have been poured for most of the
remaining walls. Footers have also been
poured for the column line in the middle of the
structure. All foundation walls are scheduled to
be finished by mid-June.

This is what will be the patio area outside of the youth room.

Installation of structural steel will begin by the end of June. Exterior steel framing and structural steel installation will be finished by
early September. Roofing systems are to be finished by end of September.
Grading of the site continues. The front parking lot to the north has begun, and utility work on the site (water & sewer) continues.
All of the above is the current schedule. This could change slightly with weather conditions, but most of the concrete work has been
finished.
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Mission, Outreach, & Support
Iowa City MobilePack Profile & Event
“A Family Affair”... that sums up what drew Jan Waterhouse to
the ICMobilePack yearly food packing event. Jan, her husband
Dave, and three kids - Josh, 16 and Eva and Ryan, 13-year-old
twins - have volunteered together for the past three years in the
mission to provide food to children around the world. Jan says,
“It’s a wonderful opportunity to teach kids about God’s call to
care for others in the world, near or far away.”

by Janice Baldes

Make a difference! The 2016 Iowa City MobilePack Event is set
to take place at the Johnson County Fairgrounds on June 17th.
The event is 1 DAY ONLY this year, which means that volunteer
openings will fill up extra fast. Registration opened May 6, and
we need 750 volunteers as young as 5.

Our fundraising of $33,000 has begun for this year’s event and
we hope that you will consider supporting the project again. As
Jan is passionate about sharing God’s love through mission and always, we need all hands on deck and at $.22 a meal,
absolutely every
action. And as with ICpenny counts! We
MobilePack, she likes
will be packing
to include the whole
148,000 meals
family! Jan has traveled
and our planning
on two mission trips to
team has already
Guatemala, once with
raised $2190 to
her whole family and
f e e d
a n
once with her daughter.
orphanage for a
On those trips they
year, which MOS
worked with medical
has generously
clinics, built homes, and
matched. We
assisted in programs for
would love to
the elderly and
raise another
elementary school
$2190 with your
children.
Jan is
Jan, Josh, Ryan, Eva, & Dave
help to feed 3
especially drawn to
volunteer work that provides for the basic needs of those who orphanages this year!
are most in need.
A display has been set up in the Narthex with envelopes to
Jan learned of Feed My Starving Children through an energetic submit your donations. Envelopes can be turned into the office or
team of women at church in Iowa City, who were organizing the offering plate. Using an envelope helps ensure that they are
first Iowa City event in 2013. Jan really appreciates the fact that spotted and directed to our event, so we thank you in advance
FMSC establishes long-term relationships with the communities for taking advantage of them.
they serve so that the programs are sustainable over time.
From the bottom of our hearts, many many thanks for 4 years of
Jan and her family really have a lot of fun during the continued support for this mission project. We couldn’t do it
ICMobilePack! They love that the events are high energy with without you! —The IC MobilePack Planning Team
music and activity, and are so uplifting. Anyone who wants to be
involved can be; there are jobs available for any age and ability
The Iowa City MobilePack Event
level. The most moving and meaningful part of each event for
Friday, June 17th
Jan is the group prayer over the food at the end of each packing
Johnson County Fairgrounds
shift. “It feels like our blessings are going with the food directly to
the people who get to eat it.”
For Jan, when families serve together, they can help change the
world - one meal at a time. “Volunteering at ICMobilePack is
easy, fun, [and] the time commitment is manageable. It’s a great
way for families to do a service project as a family, and know that
you are making a difference... together.”

For more information, visit: www.icmobilepack.org or email
icmobilepack@gmail.com
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Staff
Pastors
Rev. Dr. Matt Paul, Pastor/Head of Staff
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor

mpaul@saintandrew-ic.org
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org

Office
Rebecca Schuchert, Finance Admin.
Sarah Dyck, Office & Comm. Admin.
Karen Wieting, Ministry Assistant

rschuchert@saintandrew-ic.org
sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org
kwieting@saintandrew-ic.org

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries
Jasia Standley, Lead Nursery Caregiver

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
jasia.standley@gmail.com

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Min.
Kristen DeGrazia, Assistant Director of
Children’s & Youth Music
Lee Rabe, Assist. Dir. of Instrumental Min.

mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
kdegrazia@saintandrew-ic.org
lmrabe@aol.com

About 70 people attended the Women’s
Catered Supper on May 10, hosted by the
Fellowship Team. Kristen DeGrazia,
St. Andrew’s Assistant Director of Music,
was the guest speaker. She entertained the
crowd through word and song by sharing her
journey from her time as a Broadway actress
to now, as a working mom of 3 active children. Guests feasted on a meal prepared by
a Kalona cook, and enjoyed an evening of
friendship and laughter.
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