
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 13, 2016 
by Randy Hausler 

Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ.  1 Corinthians 11:1 

A story about an imaginary place where only ducks live:  One Sunday morning, all the mother and father ducks 
headed to church with their children waddling behind them. They entered the doors, sat in their duck pews, sang from 
their duck hymnals, and gave their offering to underprivileged ducks. When the duck preacher got up to preach, he 
was dynamic. He opened his duck Bible and screamed, “Ducks, you can fly! You have wings, and you can fly like 
eagles.” The ducks all chanted, “We can fly, we can fly!” He asked, “Do you believe you can fly?” Again, they shouted 
back, “We can fly, we can fly.” He screamed again, “We can soar through the skies!” They all shouted, “Amen.” With 
that the pastor closed his duck Bible, dismissed the congregation, and they waddled back home. 

Just a simple reminder today that while your words are important, they can only go so far. So much of the work of 
passing on our faith takes place when we model it ourselves. This past week at Stronghold the leaders from BASIC 
have been doing just that!  They have lived with, eaten alongside, played amazing games with, and shared the 
fabulous message of Jesus with 43 junior high students.  They’ve witnessed in word and deed to Christ’s promises. 

As early as the second day at camp, many students expressed a desire to stay all summer.  The students spent the 
week being disconnected to the outside world: no cell phones, TV, or internet.   And you know what?  They didn’t 
miss it once!   They had the opportunity to fly, soar, and experience the joy of living in Christian community.   And our 
BASIC leaders experienced the joy of sharing their lives with students as well.  If our BASIC students return home 
being told they can fly but never try, then we have failed. 

Dear God, help us to live out what we believe with our very lives. Help us to lead the way for others to make a 
difference for lifetimes to come. Help us to fly! Amen 

 


