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Summer is often a season of transitions, new rhythms, and shared 
stories. This year, we're diving into a sermon series that invites us 
to look at our faith, our relationships, and our world through a 
slightly different lens: the silver screen.

Beginning Sunday, July 12, we're launching St. Andrew @ the 
Movies.

Jesus rarely taught with abstract ideas. Instead, he told stories. He 
pointed to seeds, vineyards, fishing boats, and wayward sons, 
inviting people to see familiar things in a new light. Stories still have 
that kind of power. They help us wrestle with life's biggest questions 
and discover truth in unexpected places.

Our theme this summer is Transformation Through Community.

We often imagine transformation as something that happens on our 
own. But throughout Scripture, God forms people through 
relationships: sinners who learn humility, communities that share 
what they have, bodies made of many different members, neighbors 
who help carry one another's burdens, messengers sent with good 
news, friends who help rebuild what grief has broken, and weary 
people invited into rest. Again and again, God changes us by 
bringing us together.

That's the thread we'll follow through these films.

Along the way, we'll wrestle with questions like:
 • Do these stories convince us of a lie, or do they resonate with 
something profoundly true?
 • What does it mean to have millions of connections but still long for 
a friend?
 • How do we discover who we are by giving ourselves away to others?

We'll explore those questions through Wake Up, Dead Man (July 12), The Social Network (July 19, with Matt 
Moore), Project Hail Mary (July 26), CODA (August 2), Toy Story 5 (August 9, with Pastor Colette Soults), We 
Bought a Zoo (August 16), and Barbie (August 23).

Some of these movies will make us laugh. Others may surprise us or challenge us. That's okay. Faith has 
never been afraid of good questions. In fact, some of Jesus' best teaching began not with answers, but with 
stories that invited people to imagine a different way of living together.

If you'd like, watch each week's movie beforehand. We'll let you know where it's streaming, or you can check 
the local library. But there's no homework. Every sermon will stand on its own whether you've seen 
the film a hundred times or never heard of it.

My hope is that this series will be more than a fun way to spend the summer. I hope it reminds us that 
God rarely transforms us in isolation. It's through the messy, beautiful, and sometimes unexpected 
communities we find ourselves in that we're truly changed. Many of you have experienced that here 
at Saint Andrew. This community has shaped your faith, challenged your assumptions, carried your 
burdens, and celebrated your joys.

So grab some popcorn, invite a friend, open your heart, and join us as we discover how God is still using stories to transform lives and 
communities.

Pastor Jordan

The Rev. Jordan Warntjes
Pastor and Head of Staff

Email: pastorjordan@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 319-333-0126

LIGHTS! CAMERA! … SERMON! ST. ANDREW @ THE MOVIES
Summer is here. The days are longer. The weather is 
warmer. Many of us are off on vacations, road trips, and 
outdoor adventures.

While our calendars fill up, many in our church family 
remain right where they are. For our homebound 
members and those living in retirement or health care 
communities, summer can actually feel like one of the 
loneliest seasons of the year. As the rest of the world 
speeds up and heads outside, their days often stay 
much the same.

Over the years, I have learned that a simple, friendly 
face can completely change someone's week. Those 
who are less able to travel deeply miss the fellowship of 
our congregation. They miss seeing familiar faces in 
worship, catching up over coffee, and feeling connected 
to the life of the church. This summer, we have a 
wonderful opportunity to bring a little bit of St. Andrew to 
them.

You do not need a lot of time or money to make a 
meaningful impact. Here are four simple ways you can 
share God's love and connection:

• Drop by for a visit. A short conversation can brighten a 
day. Share church news, bring flowers from your garden, or simply enjoy some time together.

• Extend a lunch invitation. If they are able to get out, take them to lunch. If not, bring a meal 
and enjoy it together where they live.

• Pick up the phone. A brief phone call can break up a quiet day and remind someone they have 
not been forgotten.

• Write a handwritten note. Send a postcard from your travels or a simple card letting someone 
know you are thinking about them and praying for them.

In Ephesians 4:16, Paul reminds us that the whole body is “joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament” and “builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” When we reach 
out to one another through a visit, a phone call, or a simple note, we are living into that calling. 

Have you missed seeing someone in worship lately? At a Bible study, small group, Senior 
Moments gathering, choir rehearsal, or another church activity? This may be the perfect 
time to check in, find out how they are doing, and let them know they are missed.

One of the ways St. Andrew seeks to care for members during seasons of illness, limited 
mobility, or transition is through our Caring Friends Team. We are actively working to 
strengthen this ministry of visitation, encouragement, and connection. Whether you feel 
called to make an occasional visit, send cards, make phone calls, or simply learn more about the ministry, there is a place for you.

We also occasionally gather for communion and brief worship services in retirement and health care communities throughout the 
area. These visits offer residents an opportunity to worship, pray, sing, and share the Lord's Supper together. If you would like to join 
us for one of these community worship experiences, please let me know. And if you live in a retirement or care community that might 
welcome such a visit, I would be grateful to hear from you.

If you would like the name of someone who could benefit from a visit, please contact me at pastoralcare@saintandrew-ic.org … 
or reach out to Ted Potter or Sharon Fogleman. Together, we can help ensure that every member of our St. Andrew family remains 
connected, cared for, and remembered.

Pastor Colette

The Rev. Colette Soults
Pastoral Care Associate

Email: pastoralcare@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 319-333-0126

BRINGING A LITTLE ST. ANDREW TO SOMEONE THIS SUMMER

Above: A few photos of Pastor 
Colette Soults, St. Andrew’s pastoral 
care associate, visiting with 
congregation members Karen Hughes, 
Phyllis Canfield, and Bev Witwer this 
summer.
  

Right: Carol Martin, widow of St. 
Andrew’s Pastor Emeritus Mark Wilson 
Martin, recently relocated to Storm 
Lake, where she is settling into her 
new home surrounded by family. If 
you'd like to send a note, her address 
is Otsego Place, 520 Otsego St. 
#113, Storm Lake, IA 50588. 
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Summer is a busy time at St. Andrew, and many of 
our mission ministries continue creating 
opportunities to serve, connect, and welcome our 
neighbors.

Our Food Market continues serving people on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month. We are always 
happy to welcome new volunteers, including those 
who may have more time to serve during the 
summer. We are continuously grateful for everyone 
who helps make the Food Market possible, whether 
you see them serving on market day or working 
behind the scenes to make sure everything runs 
smoothly.

Our Summer Lunch Bunch Program has now 
spent more than a month serving children at the 
Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood Center. The weather 
has not kept our volunteers away, as long as there is 
no lightning! Kim Kipp, our coordinator, has done 
an excellent job organizing the program, directing 
volunteers, and planning each day’s menu. Each 
lunch provides more than food. It offers another 
opportunity to build relationships, welcome our 
neighbors, and remind children they are part of a 
community that cares about them.

Our next Team Guatemala leaves July 25 and is collecting supplies for the Happy Tummies program of 
Impacto Ministry. Requested school supplies include composition notebooks; red, blue, and black pens; 
pencils; handheld pencil sharpeners; pencil-top erasers; colored pencils; markers; crayons; and watercolor 
paints. The team is also collecting children’s clothing and shoes in sizes 3T through 12/14, including closed-
toe shoes such as Crocs, socks, T-shirts, and shorts, along with small jars of peanut butter. Donations may 
be placed in the marked donation bin beneath the Church in Action wall.

We are also collecting supplies for Ready Set School, a collaborative program serving K-12 students in 
Johnson and Washington counties. St. Andrew is collecting highlighters, glue sticks, and composition 
notebooks. Look for the marked collection bin throughout this month.

There are also opportunities to get outside and get your hands dirty at Fields of Faith in Oxford. Last 
month, our volunteers harvested more than 250 pounds of produce. We will be going out again on Aug. 15 
and Oct. 10. Depending on the season, we may be planting, weeding, or harvesting. Workdays are typically 
held from 8-10:30 a.m.; watch for details as each date approaches.

Mark your calendars for 6 p.m. Sept. 1 for a special evening gathering together those who volunteer with or 
support St. Andrew’s food ministries. These ministries involve many people serving in many different ways, 
and this will be an opportunity to celebrate what we have accomplished together and continue building 
connections across our mission community.

Sometimes the many good things happening at St. Andrew are easy to miss. Yet every meal served, school supply donated, weed 
pulled, shelf stocked, and relationship formed becomes part of a larger story. There are many ways to participate, and there is always 
room for another person to join us.

As always, if you have questions or would like to become involved, please feel free to ask me.

Amy

PASS OUT LUNCHES, PULL SOME WEEDS, & HELP CHANGE THE WORLD

Amy Schmidt-Rundell
Mission & Outreach Coordinator

Email: amysr@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 319-331-4287

St. Andrew member David Adams poses with several children he knows during St. Andrew’s 
Summer Lunch Bunch Program at the Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood Center. To volunteer 
with the program, sign up at tinyurl.com/lunch-bunch-2026.

A SUMMER OF MEETUPS, MISSION, COMMUNITY, AND SMILES 5

These photos show the friends and members of St. Andrew busily connecting with the community this summer through the Iowa City Pride 
Parade, the Fields of Faith harvest, the Summer Lunch Bunch Program, Coralville’s Fourth of July Parade, and a June Meetup @ Yotopia.

CONNECTING HEARTS …

mailto:amysr@saintandrew-ic.org


Connecting Hearts | Renewing Lives Messenger   |  June 2026

4
Summer is a busy time at St. Andrew, and many of 
our mission ministries continue creating 
opportunities to serve, connect, and welcome our 
neighbors.

Our Food Market continues serving people on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month. We are always 
happy to welcome new volunteers, including those 
who may have more time to serve during the 
summer. We are continuously grateful for everyone 
who helps make the Food Market possible, whether 
you see them serving on market day or working 
behind the scenes to make sure everything runs 
smoothly.

Our Summer Lunch Bunch Program has now 
spent more than a month serving children at the 
Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood Center. The weather 
has not kept our volunteers away, as long as there is 
no lightning! Kim Kipp, our coordinator, has done 
an excellent job organizing the program, directing 
volunteers, and planning each day’s menu. Each 
lunch provides more than food. It offers another 
opportunity to build relationships, welcome our 
neighbors, and remind children they are part of a 
community that cares about them.

Our next Team Guatemala leaves July 25 and is collecting supplies for the Happy Tummies program of 
Impacto Ministry. Requested school supplies include composition notebooks; red, blue, and black pens; 
pencils; handheld pencil sharpeners; pencil-top erasers; colored pencils; markers; crayons; and watercolor 
paints. The team is also collecting children’s clothing and shoes in sizes 3T through 12/14, including closed-
toe shoes such as Crocs, socks, T-shirts, and shorts, along with small jars of peanut butter. Donations may 
be placed in the marked donation bin beneath the Church in Action wall.

We are also collecting supplies for Ready Set School, a collaborative program serving K-12 students in 
Johnson and Washington counties. St. Andrew is collecting highlighters, glue sticks, and composition 
notebooks. Look for the marked collection bin throughout this month.

There are also opportunities to get outside and get your hands dirty at Fields of Faith in Oxford. Last 
month, our volunteers harvested more than 250 pounds of produce. We will be going out again on Aug. 15 
and Oct. 10. Depending on the season, we may be planting, weeding, or harvesting. Workdays are typically 
held from 8-10:30 a.m.; watch for details as each date approaches.

Mark your calendars for 6 p.m. Sept. 1 for a special evening gathering together those who volunteer with or 
support St. Andrew’s food ministries. These ministries involve many people serving in many different ways, 
and this will be an opportunity to celebrate what we have accomplished together and continue building 
connections across our mission community.

Sometimes the many good things happening at St. Andrew are easy to miss. Yet every meal served, school supply donated, weed 
pulled, shelf stocked, and relationship formed becomes part of a larger story. There are many ways to participate, and there is always 
room for another person to join us.

As always, if you have questions or would like to become involved, please feel free to ask me.

Amy

PASS OUT LUNCHES, PULL SOME WEEDS, & HELP CHANGE THE WORLD

Amy Schmidt-Rundell
Mission & Outreach Coordinator

Email: amysr@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 319-331-4287

St. Andrew member David Adams poses with several children he knows during St. Andrew’s 
Summer Lunch Bunch Program at the Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood Center. To volunteer 
with the program, sign up at tinyurl.com/lunch-bunch-2026.

A SUMMER OF MEETUPS, MISSION, COMMUNITY, AND SMILES 5

These photos show the friends and members of St. Andrew busily connecting with the community this summer through the Iowa City Pride 
Parade, the Fields of Faith harvest, the Summer Lunch Bunch Program, Coralville’s Fourth of July Parade, and a June Meetup @ Yotopia.

CONNECTING HEARTS …

mailto:amysr@saintandrew-ic.org


Connecting Hearts | Renewing Lives Messenger   |  June 2026

6
It’s been a bit since Student Ministry has highlighted At the 
Table and Flipping Tables. Sometimes it feels like St. 
Andrew has so much going on, it is easy to miss all the good 
things happening. With that in mind, I would like to extend an 
invitation to both At the Table and Flipping Tables.

Flipping Tables is St. Andrew’s post-high school ministry, 
open to anyone who has graduated from high school, attends 
college or graduate school, is working, or is just starting a 
career. “Young” can do a bit of heavy lifting in church circles, 
as some people still consider me a young person!

Flipping Tables meets Thursday nights from 7-8:30 p.m. 
downstairs in the Hub for community, discipleship, Bible 
study, and conversation. Typically, we study the Bible or read 
a book together over a couple of months. Don’t let that be a 
barrier to participation. You can show up without having read 
anything and you won’t miss out. All discussions are focused 
on the passages and themes we read together.

Our group seeks to engage with people where they are, ask 
honest questions, listen to different experiences, and make 
sure all are welcome. There is no magic formula for 
connecting people to the church. It remains the hard work of 
building relationships, valuing people, creating community, 
and maintaining those connections.

At the Table is an alternative worship service that grew out of 
Flipping Tables. It can be confusing with all the “table” 
language, but hopefully it makes for good brand recognition.

At the Table meets on the first Thursday of each month from 
7-8 p.m. in The Hub. All friends of the congregation are invited 
to participate as we celebrate stories and lives impacted by 
faith.

Each month, a member of the congregation or wider 
community is invited to be our storyteller and share ways God has been present or faithful in their life. This 
could be done through a long-form story, a series of shorter stories, or other creative ways relatable to 
others. The hope of At the Table is to highlight we all have stories from our lives where we have 
experienced God and to provide chances to share those stories with one another.

Looking ahead, Michael Tilley will share his story on Aug. 6, followed by Emily Neddemeyer on Sept. 3 
and Wendy Lindberg on Nov. 5. We also invite different musicians to lead us in worship each month, so 
there are many ways to participate.

If you would like to be a storyteller, you don’t need to be a professional speaker, have a dramatic story, or 
know exactly how you want to share it. We are always looking for people willing to tell their stories, offer 
music, or participate in other creative ways.

Whether this is your first or hundredth time hearing about Flipping Tables or At the Table, you are invited, 
you are welcome, and we hope to see you soon! These connections may not always be visible on 
Sunday mornings, but they are happening, and they make me excited about the future God has in store 
for St. Andrew.

If you would like more information or want to participate, let me know.

Matt

STUDENT MINISTRY: WHAT’S WITH ALL THE ‘TABLE’ IMAGERY?

Matt Moore
Director of Student Ministries

Cell: 319-530-6805
Email: mmoore@saintandrew-ic.org

The Rev. Dr. Jan Rippentrop Schnell, a longtime friend of the congregation, 
shares her story during the June 4, 2026, gathering of At the Table, St. Andrew’s 
alternative worship service held monthly at 7 p.m. on First Thursdays. 

7THE BIG TABLE RETURNING IN AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, & OCTOBER

LEARN MORE ABOUT FOUR OF ST. ANDREW’S NEWEST MEMBERS

Before Flipping Tables, before At the Table, St. 
Andrew had The Big Table.

Launched in 2019, The Big Table partnered with 
the Center for Worker Justice of Eastern Iowa 
to bring people together around meals prepared 
by immigrant chefs. Guests discovered new 
foods, new cultures, and new friendships.

Now, we're delighted to welcome The Big Table 
back through the Immigrant Welcome Network 
of Johnson County. While the Center for 
Worker Justice has closed, many of the same 
relationships continue through the Network's 
Social Enterprise Program, creating 
opportunities for talented immigrant chefs to 
share their culture, grow their businesses, and 
earn income.

Join us on the first Friday of August, 
September, and October. Our Aug. 7 dinner 
features the flavors of Afghanistan. A suggested 
donation of $15-20 per person goes directly to 
the featured chef to cover food costs and 
support their culinary enterprise.

The Big Table has always been about more than what's on the menu. It's a chance to practice hospitality, hear one another's stories, and 
discover how a shared meal can make neighbors of us all.

 …
 RENEW

ING LIVES
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discover how a shared meal can make neighbors of us all.
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COLD WATER, WARM HEARTS, AND FAITH UNDER CONSTRUCTION CELEBRATING THOMAS HARTLEY, AND INSTALLING PASTOR JORDAN

Thomas Hartley receives a blessing on June 28, 2026, during his final Sunday as St. Andrew’s director of Children’s & Family Ministries. 
Pastor Jordan Warntjes receives a blessing during his July 12, 2026, official installation as St. Andrew’s pastor. 

Sometimes showing God’s love begins with 
something as simple as a cup of cold water.
That was the image we heard last month: 
“And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water 
to one of these little ones because he is my 
disciple, truly I tell you, he will never lose his 
reward” (Matthew 10:42).
It reminded me of a vacation I took with my 
dad more than 30 years ago. We went 
camping in South Dakota and spent our days 
biking the gravel trails around Mount 
Rushmore. One day, we saw a family on the 
side of the trail. The first time we passed 
them, I thought nothing of it. The second 
time, I noticed something was wrong.
My dad stopped and asked if they needed 
help. The family had been riding for a long 
time and had run out of water. They had paid 
for food and water to be dropped off along 
the trail, but it wasn’t there. Without thinking 
twice, my dad and I went to the closest gas 
station and returned with snacks and water.
I’m sure you have examples from your own 
life of times when you helped someone in 
need. Sometimes teaching this lesson to our 
children can be tricky. Whenever my son had 
extra money for the concession stand, he 
always bought loads of candy for his friends, never returning with the change. Is this the same thing? Was 
he helping those in need? Maybe in his eyes.
But children also learn by watching the adults around them. They notice when we see a problem and decide 
to do something. They learn from the cups of cold water we offer, both literally and figuratively.
I saw plenty of that during “Faith Under Construction,” St. Andrew’s 2026 Vacation Bible School theme. 
While VBS has come to an end, unlike the seemingly endless road construction around town and on 
Highway 218, I remain thankful for the amazing volunteers who showed up every day, saw what needed to 
be done, and got to work.
Crew leaders Paul Penn and Emily Neddermeyer marched, flew, danced, and skipped to each activity. 
Laurel Crusinberry helped children explore nature through worms, mud, plants, and rocks. Michelle 
DeGroot and Jamie Tanas constructed science experiences; Taylor Dengler and Paula McCue 
connected art and construction; and Mary Roffman and Nicole Berry prepared yummy snacks.
Many of our mini construction crew were apprehensive on Monday, but by Wednesday they were 
leading the “Hippo” song and creating a mock city in art. We were happy to welcome children who were 
new to St. Andrew and watch them make connections with our church family. A huge shout-out to 
Nichole Hoffman, Sara Penn, and Thomas Hartley for making it all possible.
Teaching our children to give to those around them is important. We want them to know that when we give, we are showing God’s love. 
Brainstorm with your children about ways they can do that: holding a door for someone, waving at someone in traffic, or saying “Good 
afternoon” to the cashier at the grocery store.
The gesture doesn’t have to be grand. Sometimes it is noticing someone on the side of the trail. Sometimes it is showing up for a week of VBS. 
Sometimes it really is just a cup of cold water.

Wendy

During Vacation Bible School, 35 volunteers helped 55 children build faith and friendships at St. 
Andrew. As we look toward fall, Children’s and Family Ministries is looking for additional teachers 
and nursery caregivers to help keep building on this summer’s 

Wendy Lindberg
Director of Children’s & Family Ministry

Email: wendy@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 3515-707-9745
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11In recent months, the Act Justly Team has highlighted individual books from 
St. Andrew's library that explore issues of justice, inclusion, and faith. This 
summer, we're taking a different approach by featuring collections of books 
around particular topics and inviting you to spend some time learning, 
reflecting, and growing.

June: Faith and LGBTQIA+ Inclusion

June is recognized as Pride Month, a time to celebrate LGBTQIA+ people 
and to acknowledge the ways they have often been marginalized, including 
within the church. As a congregation, St. Andrew has committed itself to 
becoming a more welcoming and inclusive community, and many members 
will again participate in the Iowa City Pride Parade this month.

One way to deepen our understanding is through reading. Our library 
includes several thoughtful books that represent a variety of perspectives and 
experiences:

 • Colby Martin, UnClobber: A fresh look at the six biblical passages most 
often cited in discussions of homosexuality and how they have been 
interpreted.

 • Jeff Chu, Does Jesus Really Love Me?: A moving spiritual journey 
through the complex landscape of faith and LGBTQIA+ identity in America.

 • Ken Wilson, A Letter to My Congregation: Written by a pastor whose 
congregation wrestled with questions of inclusion and belonging.

 • Matthew Vines, God and the Gay Christian: An exploration of how 
affirming same-sex relationships can be understood within a traditional 
Christian commitment to Scripture.

Whether you are revisiting a familiar topic or exploring it for the first time, 
these books offer opportunities for thoughtful engagement and faithful 
conversation.

July: Disability and the Life of the Church

July is Disability Pride Month, a time to recognize the gifts, experiences, and contributions of people with disabilities. 
The church has not always done a good job of making room for all people to participate fully in congregational life. 
Learning from the experiences of people with disabilities can help us become a more welcoming and accessible 
community.

 • Amy Kenny, My Body Is Not a Prayer Request: A powerful call to disability justice within the church.

 • Ronald C. Vredeveld, Expressing Faith in Jesus: Practical guidance for supporting people with intellectual 
disabilities as full participants in the life of faith.

 • Barbara J. Newman, Helping Kids Include Kids with Disabilities: Helpful insights for parents, teachers, and 
church leaders.

 • James Evans, Uncommon Gifts: A personal story of learning disabilities, faith, and discovering unexpected 
strengths.

 • Robert F. Molsberry, Blinded by Grace: Reflections on ministry, and disability following a life-changing accident.

The St. Andrew Library offers more than books; it offers opportunities to listen, learn, and encounter perspectives that 
may be different from our own. As you make your summer reading plans, consider checking out one of these titles and 
joining the ongoing work of seeking justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.

— Jan Taylor

ACT JUSTLY TEAM: SUMMER READING FOR REFLECTION & GROWTH

Austen Wilson
Director of Music Ministries

Email: awilson@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 719-684-4205

Summer is a time for planning, learning, and 
rejuvenation for the music ministry staff. 
Conferences that Julia Van Den Top, Laura 
Kastens, and I attend help recharge our batteries 
and give us inspirational ideas to use at St. 
Andrew. They also give us opportunities to learn 
from others, share what we have learned here, and 
return with new energy for the ministry we share.

• Three members of our Resound! handbell choir 
— Laura, Dick Crusinberry, and Beth Hill — 
recently attended the Handbell Musicians of 
America Area 8 Festival in La Vista, Nebraska. 
During the three-day festival, ringers from five 
states worked with two clinicians to rehearse and 
present a Saturday afternoon concert.

Beth was selected for the elite choir, which 
rehearsed before the festival and performed during 
Thursday evening’s opening dinner. Class sessions 
covered handbell maintenance and history, 
techniques for bells and chimes, rehearsal 
strategies, and new music.

Dick and Laura both serve on the Area 8 Board, Dick as state chair and Laura as secretary. The next 
festival will be held a little closer to home, in Cedar Falls in 2028.

• From June 28 through July 3, I attended Week 2 of the Music and Worship Conference in western 
North Carolina, joining 650 adults, children, and youth. Sponsored by the Presbyterian Association of 
Musicians, this nationally renowned conference has inspired attendees to positively impact congregations 
across the United States for more than 50 years.

Pat Penn attended Week 1. Julia joined me during Week 2, made possible through a scholarship from the 
Presbyterian Association of Musicians and assistance from St. Andrew.

I also taught a class on creating alternative worship services, highlighting the Maundy Thursday services 
we’ve held in the Atrium, our annual child-led service, and At the Table. Twenty-five people attended and 
asked excellent questions.

It was gratifying to share ideas that have grown out of our worship life at St. Andrew. I also came home with 
ideas I plan to implement in worship during the weeks and months ahead. Stay tuned for information on 
how you can attend in 2027.

• The Conference on Worship, Theology, and the Arts is one I’ve attended several times, and it has 
always provided professional development, spiritual nourishment, renewal, and tested ideas that can be 
implemented at St. Andrew.

Lay people, church musicians, pastors, and other church leaders participate, creating a time for sharing 
and learning. I’ll also sing in the conference choir under the direction of St. Olaf Choir conductor Anton 
Armstrong and ring in the conference handbell choir under the direction of Jill Mahr.

• At Synod School, I will join several St. Andrew members and hundreds of other participants for a week of 
worship, study, play, creativity, music, and life together. Sponsored by the Synod of Lakes and Prairies of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), it brings together lay people, clergy, individuals, and families from across 
the country.

These gatherings may take us away from St. Andrew for a little while, but the goal is always to bring 
something home: a new song, a new idea, a different approach, or renewed energy for the work ahead.

Austen

A SEASON OF LEARNING, MAKING MUSIC, & BRINGING IDEAS HOME

Austen Wilson (left) and Julia Van Den Top (center) attend this year’s Music and Worship 
Conference in Montreat, North Carolina. Laura Kastens (right) poses as part of this year’s 
Handbell Musicians of America Area 8 Festival.
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Connection & Renewal:
A St. Andrew Weekend @ Bear Creek
April 23–25, 2027
Mark your calendars for St. Andrew’s 2027 all-church 
weekend at Camp Bear Creek. This will be a chance to 
step away together for a weekend of worship, 
conversation, laughter, recreation, and renewal.

 • tinyurl.com/connection-renewal-2027

With cabins, trails, creek beds, and gathering spaces 
tucked into the hills of eastern Iowa, Camp Bear Creek 
offers space to reconnect with one another and renew 
our life together. 

We’re still shaping the details for the weekend, and 
more information will be shared as the new program 
year begins in September. For now, we invite you to 
hold the date and begin imagining what it might mean 
for St. Andrew to come away together.

https://tinyurl.com/connection-renewal-2027

