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From the Leadership 

 

"But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth" – John 4:23-24 (NRSV). 
 
 
Friends, 
 
Saint Andrew will slowly return to public worship. This is a hopeful sign in the midst of a pandemic that seems to continue without an 
end in sight.  
 
It is surely not a decision that is made lightly. We are acting on the basis of the best information available to our church through the 
CDC and health care providers, as well as through guidelines announced by the governor of Iowa and local public health officials. 
 
We do not return “because we need the money.” The members of St. Andrew are amazingly generous in 
fulfilling their pledges – even giving beyond what they have pledged. As a result, we can continue our 
ministries, even though we do not meet in person. (Thank you for helping to keep the church in such a good 
financial position.) 
 
It is neither the staff nor the Session who is pushing for a reopening. Many St. Andrew members have asked 
for us to return to public worship and to reopen our facilities for group meetings and get-togethers. We already 
have approved graduation celebrations and a baby shower during the month of July. Everything will be done 
in compliance with the best practices as put forward by the CDC, considered by our Worship Team, and 
approved by Session. 
 
As we continue to worship, we will have some guidelines in place to lessen the risk of infection for people who 
choose to attend in-person. And yes, it will cause some discomfort for some – like wearing a mask, not 
hugging, not singing, sitting a distance from others, and using sanitizer frequently to cleanse your hands. 
 
Of course, for many of our members, the risks involved with returning to the Sanctuary remain too great for them to consider joining 
us in-person – especially as Covid-19 spikes in many states. Therefore, we’ll continue to offer opportunities for people to join worship 
through our livestream and to meet one another through Zoom. And on the first Sunday of every month, the Lord’s Supper is going to 
be celebrated with many people at home. 
 
For a time like this, we call on the maturity of every Christian who fellowships with us. We have a description of how we think we are 
returning to public worship, with a few prescriptions and rules. Our ideas are sure to change and adapt along the way. 
 
For now, we remember that we are the Easter people, the people of the open and empty grave. Many signs of hope surround us as a 
congregation. And whether we worship as a group in public or at home, we bring hope. 
 
This will be over. “Soon and very soon,” we’ll be together in public. We just don’t know when! 
 

Danie 

 
Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 
Interim Senior Pastor 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
Iowa City, IA 52245 

Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 

Interim Senior Pastor 

St. Andrew Continues to Worship ‘in Spirit & in Truth’ 
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From the Leadership 

As Pastor Danie explains in his letter on the opposite page, 
Session, Worship Team, and St. Andrew Staff are continuing to 
look through the available data and find a time when it is safe to 
reopen the Sanctuary to a larger in-person congregation on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
Here are some answers to the questions we have been hearing 
over the past few months. The details will change as public 
health conditions change, so for the latest information, please 
email the church office or consult St. Andrew’s app, website, or 
Facebook page. 
 
When will we begin to meet again in-person for 
worship? Because conditions change so quickly, it's difficult to 
set a specific date. We initially were hoping to begin limited in-
person worship in July, but the spike in the local COVID infection 
rate has pushed the possible start date until at least next month. 
When a specific date is selected, the Worship Team and Staff 
will announce it at least two weeks in advance. 
 
Should I wear a face covering? Absolutely. The Session is 
asking and expecting all members and friends of St. Andrew over 
the age of 2 to wear a face mask or shield when in the building 
for a public gathering. Our greeters will have masks and shields 
available for worshipers who arrive without one. We are creating 
custom-made St. Andrew cloth masks, and we will have sanitizer 
stations throughout the building. 
 
Will we be able to sing as a congregation? In our hearts, but 
not with our voices. Because COVID-19 has been spread 
through group singing, the PC(USA) is recommending we not 
include congregational song in our in-person worship services. 
The Worship Team is scheduling instrumental music and 
amplified solo voices from the chancel and organ loft.  
 
Will there be nursery services available? No. The Children’s 
and Family Ministries Team is recommending that we not offer 
nursery services at least until at least Labor Day. In fact, during 
the initial phase of expanded in-person worship, we will be 
asking worshippers to avoid the lower level of the building 
altogether. 
 
Are we going back to multiple worship services? Not for a 
while yet. We initially planned to go back to two services, but it’s 
proving very difficult to line up the musicians, ushers/greeters, 
worship leaders, and A/V technicians needed to allow us to offer 
two worship. Continuing with a single service would allow the 
Worship Team and Staff to be more flexible in moving forward 
with a specific date for the reopening of the Sanctuary. 

Will ushers and greeters be turning people away if too many 
people show up? Perhaps, but we are trying to avoid it. We are 
spacing out our pew chairs in the Sanctuary to encourage 
physical distancing. We are also exploring how to use the Atrium 
as overflow seating. But if both those rooms are filled to reduced 
capacity, our ushers and greeters may ask worshippers to join 
the service online. 
 
What if I’m uncomfortable about returning to in-person 
worship? Please join us from home. We will continue to work on 
improving the quality of the worship service we livestream from 
the Sanctuary. We encourage anyone who is ill, out-of-town, or 
otherwise self-isolating to join us virtually. 
 
Will there be opportunity to socialize? We will not be offering 
coffee or donuts between services. Instead, we are encouraging 
people to leave the building directly after the worship service and 
do any of their socializing in small, distanced groups outside. 
 
What if a new wave of COVID infections begins? St. Andrew’s 
Session and staff will continue to monitor the public health 
recommendations offered by our local experts as well as our 
denominational representatives. If the situation calls for a return 
to livestream-only worship, the church leaders will remain open 
to making that decision at that time. 
 
More information will be provided over the next few weeks, but if 
you have any questions about St. Andrew's current plans for 
reopening, please contact Pastor Danie and Pastor Kyle or send 
an email to office@saintandrew-ic.org. And in the meantime, 
please take comfort in the faith that, wherever two or three are 
gathered in his name (even virtually), Christ is there. 
 
— St. Andrew's Session & Staff 

Providing Meaningful Worship Experiences In-Person & Online

mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org
http://saintandrew-ic.org/welcome
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewic.org
mailto:office@saintandrew-ic.org
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Celebrating Stewardship 

Our Church Finances in Numbers and Words... 

— John Benson, Finance Administrator 
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Mission of the Month: Food Insecurity 

Connecting Hearts Through Mission 

St. Andrew’s Food Insecurity Mission work 
is broad and deep. We not only have 
members who band together and focus on 
church-driven mission to improve food 
insecurity in the Greater Iowa City area, we 
also have countless members who serve 
individually in the space of food insecurity 
in our community. This article will address 
a few (but I’m sure not all) of these 
activities  
  
Lettuce Feed Others tends the church 
garden and donates fresh produce to local 
food banks. The mission of the team 
resonates: “To grow food with grace, 
harvest with gratitude, and use God’s 
blessings and rich soil to collaborate with 
our community partners promoting food 
justice for all people.” My favorite thing 
about the garden is intergenerational 
volunteerism that the garden generates. 
Volunteers of all ages help. If you have 
interest in working in the garden or just 
learning more, contact Becka Simpson.  
  
The Iowa City Free Lunch Program 
serves meals six days a week. St. Andrew 
prepares a lunch, serves, and cleans up on 
the first Wednesday of every month. Ten-
plus volunteers normally help with the 
same-day prep, serving, and clean-up — 
with another 15 or so people making 
casseroles and cookies ahead of time. The 
times I was present for serving, I just loved 
the connections that could be made by 
helping people carry their food, get them 
drinks, or just smiling and chatting. During 
this time of COVID, however, the process 
has changed and “to go” bag lunches are 
packaged up and handed out via a “walk-
up” station. Our team is giving each guest 
a serving of hot casserole, a baggie of 
home-made cookies, fresh fruit, and a juice 
box. So, if you would like to be on the list of 
people that volunteer, please contact 
Rosemary Plapp.  
 
Summer Lunch at Pheasant Ridge was a 
project St. Andrew organized last year. We 
served lunches five days a week during the 

summer of 2019. The best part was 
relationship-building with the Pheasant 
Ridge community. We looked forward to 
continuing the project, but due to COVID 
and the continued school lunch distribution, 
this did not happen. We’re looking forward 
to Summer 2021! This relationship building 
and food sharing also extended to our 
School’s Day Out program where we again 
had the privilege of welcoming children 
from Pheasant Ridge community and 
elsewhere into our building and of sharing 
food and fellowship together.  
  
*Spark* dinners with Fifth Ward Saints 
Program participants as well as our Big 
Table dinners, which promoted new 
businesses in Iowa City, are other great 
examples of St. Andrew partnering to end 
food insecurity in our larger community and 
coupled nicely with our wish to get to know 
all of our neighbors!  
  
Our mission trips to Guatemala and 
Pittsburgh also involve sharing food. In 

Guatemala, we love to take peanut butter, 
which the children often can’t get (but 
love), and we also support their Happy 
Tummies ministry. In Pittsburgh, our Senior 
High youth share a meal with the family 
they are serving each day! 
  
In addition to the above food insecurity 
work, individual members of St. Andrew 
work at many local organizations — each 
of these have at least part of their mission 
to feed people in need. The organizations 
include, but are not limited to, Shelter 
House, local food banks, Table to Table, 
Hospice House, and the Mobile Pantry.  
  
If you would like to become more involved 
with any of St. Andrew’s various food 
insecurity ministries, please feel free to call 
me (319-594-2257) so I can connect you to 
any of the above groups — or even 
brainstorm on researching and exploring 
your gifts to share with others.  
 
— Beth Anne Pigge, elder 
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Family & Children’s Ministry 

Covid-19 hit Iowa like a big wave. In what seemed like an instant, schools were closed, programs were canceled, and masks became 
routine attire. Life felt like a shipwreck—everything was different! We weren’t (and still are not) sure what’s next. Home felt like a 
remote island—we could wave to people, we could visit on-line, but we couldn’t get close. 
 
As we muddled our way through March and early April, almost 
every summer program and activity in the community was 
canceled, including our traditional Vacation Bible School. We 
couldn’t just sit by and not do anything, so our Children’s Ministry 
Team jumped into action and created a stay-at-home VBS Kit.  
 
We focused on Acts 27, the story of the Apostle Paul’s shipwreck 
on his way to Rome. He knew God was in control, even in the 
midst of chaos. He stayed true to his faith, and God led him safely 
on his journey. 
 
We knew families were screen-weary from on-line schooling, 
working at home, Zoom meetings, and just figuring out a new 
normal. That meant the VBS kits had to be easy to navigate, had 
to include the supplies required so parents didn’t have to hunt for 
random materials, and had to be fun for everyone—while still 
encouraging connections and capturing the essence of our in-
person VBS. 
 
Each child who participated received a box delivered to their 
home. The activities could be done anytime—there was no 
requirement to log-on at a specific time to participate.  
 
We divided the story into three parts, or chapters. Each part has 
one-third of the story and questions for reflection, a science 
project, a "watercraft" activity, Not-So-Random Act of Kindness, 
and snack and prayer. The kits also have extras that can be done 
anytime, including a flashlight and a nighttime scavenger hunt list, 
a sailor's hat, craft projects, and a packet with 20 activity sheets. 
We made adjustments for three age levels and, lastly, created a 
stream-lined version with a Bible study for adults.  
 
A boatload of thanks goes to Sue Swearingen, who served as 
registrar, helped pack the boxes, and navigated the most efficient 
routes for delivering the boxes over several days.  
 
Our lives have been turned upside down these past few months—
we all are facing challenges we couldn't have predicted. Through 
it all, God is by our side, leading us. Paul was on a topsy-turvy 
journey, too...just trying to do his best in the middle of a storm. 
We’re in the same boat! Our stay-at-home VBS showed us that we can come up with new ways to stay afloat in the midst of a storm. 
What we learned from VBS will guide us as we plan new ways to do Sunday School and other ministries this fall.  
 
God’s got this! 
 
— Heather Woodin, director of Family and Children’s Ministry 
 

‘Shipwreck: Remote Island,’ A Stay-At-Home VBS 

Stay-At-Home VBS By The Numbers 

 

136: Kids who participated in Stay-At-Home VBS. 

 

7: States that received VBS kits (Iowa, California, 

Arizona, Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas) 

 

3: Countries that received VBS Kits or digital files 

(USA, Canada, Wales) 

 

3: Kids in Wales who accessed the VBS digital file 

 

43: Kids who received a VBS kit but probably 

could not have attended our in-person VBS 

 

1: Semis needed to deliver huge pallet of boxes  

 

140: Miles driven by Heather and Sue to deliver 

children’s boxes  

 

1,330: Pennies included in VBS kits for Not-So-

Random Acts of Kindness 

 

266: Number of Fun Size M&M packs included  

 

4: Number of trips to Costco to buy more supplies 

as numbers increased 

 

19: Visits from UPS driver to deliver supplies 

 

72: Families that received a kit or digital file 

 

21: Adults who received the Bible Study guide 

based on the VBS theme 

 

2:  Attempts required, with water dumped on 

Heather’s head, to get a useable promo video  
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Family & Children’s Ministry 

‘Shipwreck: Remote Island,’ A Stay-At-Home VBS 
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