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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, and serving as Christ served. 

From the Leadership 

Session Highlights, June 13, 2019         by Jeff Charis-Carlson 

Leadership change happens over the  
summer at St. Andrew. During the June 9  
congregational meeting, the congregation  
elected nine Session members (one  
returning, eight new) to succeed eight  
outgoing Session members. That transfer 
of responsibility will take place in August, 
but there will be several opportunities over 
the summer for training and orientation of 

the new members.  

During its June 13 meeting, Session  
began hearing early ideas for how to 
move forward with strategic task forces for 
the three key areas recently identified by 
the Missional Planning Team. Jeff Charis-
Carlson and Myra Farraj are heading up 
the task force on “Helpful, Stirring  
Worship,” Pastor Danie de Beer and 
Bruce Walker are heading the task force 
on “Faith Development,” and Cecilia  
Norris and Rod Sullivan are heading the 
task force on “One-Mission Focus.” All 
three task forces will be reaching out for 
congregational input on how best to move 
forward — although the names of task 
forces may change to be more  

self-explanatory. 

The discussion of clarifying St. Andrew’s 
missional focus comes at a time that the 
Session is also considering a new staffing 
model as part of the preparations to begin 
a search for the next installed pastor. And 
as St. Andrew prepares for a new capital 

campaign, the Session is focused on 
keeping its fiduciary responsibilities in 
mind. (Although both overall expenses 
and income are slightly higher than  
budgeted this year, the good news is that 
those totals add up to a net positive of 

about $8,000 so far this year.) 

Session voted to extend funding for the  
part-time music positions filled by Lee 
Rabe (brass and woodwinds), Laura  
Kastens (handbells), and Nelda Wittig 
(young children’s music). Those positions 
will be funded at least through May 2020, 
but funding beyond that will be decided as 
part of the budget talks in November and 
December of this year. Session decided 
against continuing the funding for a music 

intern position beyond the current year. 

The Personnel Team is working on a 
sketch for a new staffing model, one that 
includes options for continuing with a  
senior/associate pastor model, moving to 
a solo pastor, or exploring other pastoral 
models — such as co-pastors, assistant 
pastors, commissioned ruling elders,  
part-time pastoral associates, practicum 
positions for seminary students or recent 

graduates, etc.  

The Session approved several motions 
from the Mission, Outreach, and Service 

Team, including: 

*$250 to support a special meal that the 
St. Andrew Free Lunch Team will prepare 
for guests dining at Iowa City Free Lunch 

on July 4. 

*$2,000 in salary support for the Rev. 
Kevin Kummer, director of Intervarsity 
Campus Ministry at the University of Iowa. 
MOS is working with other teams to  

explore ways to strengthen partnerships 
with Intervarsity and the Christian  
Medical/Dental Association, which Kevin 

also oversees. 

During Thursday’s regular meeting, 
the Session reached an unexpected  
milestone: for the first time two elders 
requested permission to attend the  
meeting virtually. The Book of Order  
requires that only those members present 
for the meeting have a vote in the items 
up for discussion, but the Book of Order 
does not make a distinction between for 
those who are physically present or  
virtually present. If the trend continues, 
Session will have to begin considering 
how best to use the church’s available 
technology to make Session meetings 

more electronically accessible. 

During this summer of transition,  
attendance at Session meetings can go a 
little low. We are saying “good-bye” to 
Elders Joe Whitney and Bethany Lagani, 
who are both moving out of the area, and 
there is only one regular meeting left (July 
18) with Elders Ann Ford, Cecilia Norris, 
Bruce Walker, Mark Beerends, William 
Sparks, and Sarah Brakke as active  

Session members.  

We look forward to welcoming incoming 
session members Emma Gibson, Becka 
Simpson, Nathan Schuchert, Eric Goers, 
Melissa Fath, Graham Dameron, Toni 
VanVoorhis, and Karen McChesney  
Raynor. They will be invited to join the 
Session as guests for a meal the hour 
before the July 18 meeting, and they 
scheduled to begin their new  

responsibilities in August.  

St. Andrew's Session generally meets at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of most months. We will provide 
Session Highlights from the previous month as a regular column in the Messenger.  

To look at the minutes from any Session meeting,  
follow this link: saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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St. Andrew Happenings 

For reservations and to purchase tickets, go to cwjiowa.salsalabs.org. 

The Big Table 

What will I find at a Sweet Saturday gathering? 

 A start to your weekend with devotion to God 

 Coffee and fellowship with other Christian women 

 An experience in God’s Word with the study of the Bible 

 Verses from the book of Psalms 

 A chance to see how a St. Andrew small group can make 
our church feel like home 

No preparation is necessary. Feel free to bring a friend and 
drop in on a summer Saturday. 

If you have questions, please contact LeAnn Otterbein at 
leann.otterbein@gmail.com or Annie Potter at potter-
beat@gmail.com. 

Sweet Saturdays of Summer 
July 13 & August 10 

Alli and I are happy to  

announce the birth of Ella 

Lorraine Kannegieter on June 

3, 2019. She weighed in at 6 

lbs 15 oz.  Both mom and 

baby are doing well, and we 

would like to thank St. Andrew 

for all of the prayers.— Austin 

Welcome Ella Lorraine! 

Newly Elected Officers 

ELDERS                             CLASS 
Emma Gibson (youth)    2020 
Becka Simpson     2020 
Kathy Duys     2021 
Nathan Schuchert    2021  
Graham Dameron    2022 
Karen Raynor     2022 
Toni Van Voorhis     2022 
Melissa Fath     2022 
Eric Goers     2022 

 

DEACONS                             CLASS 
LuAnn Robinson     2021 
Nancy Perkins     2021 
Frank Canady     2022 
Ken Gibson     2022 
Joy Short     2022 
Jason Schmidt-Rundell    2022 
Amy Schmidt-Rundell    2022 
Sheri Austin     2022 
 

PERSONNEL                                   CLASS 
Lisa Shileny    2022 
Kathy Duys    2022 
Wes Habley    2022 

  

TREASURER                             CLASS 
Jason Schuchert     2020 
 

ASSIST. TREASURER                    CLASS 
Aaron Gibson     2020 

 

NOMINATING                             CLASS 
Patti Benson     2020 
Bruce Walker     2020 

Save the Date! August 25 

On August 25 between 
worship services we will 
celebrate Pastor Kyle’s 
20th Anniversary of  
ministry at St. Andrew. 

cwjiowa.salsalabs.org
mailto:leann.otterbein@gmail.com
mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
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Caregiving 

Stephen Minister Graham Dameron          by Mary Beth Ross 

Graham Dameron 
helped start the first 
Stephen Ministry 
program in Iowa 
City in 1983. Over 
the past 25 years, 
he has served  
several terms as a 
Stephen Minister to 
the St. Andrew  
congregation and 
community, most 
recently as a  
Stephen Ministry 
Leader for the past 
four years. After 25 
years, Graham will 
be stepping down 
from the Stephen 

Ministry leadership team to return to serving as an Elder at St. 

Andrew. 

You have been a leader in our church and community for 
many years, Graham. Could you tell us what has drawn you 
to serve as a Stephen Minister? 

In 1983 we had a large congregation and there was one pastor, 
so we needed a care support for the pastor. Pastor Al Disterhoff, 
Marsha Pitkin, and I went to a two-week training for Stephen  
Ministry leaders in St. Louis. St. Andrew hosted the first Stephen 
Ministry program in Iowa City. After we started, the Session  
supported sending someone to training every year. We have 
shared training with the local Methodist churches that started 

programs later, and most recently with St. Thomas Moore. 

Could you take us back to the days that St. Andrew first 
started providing support to our community through  
Stephen Ministry? Tell us about the make-up of that first 
group of people who were trained as Stephen Ministers. 

Jayne Sandberg and Mary Hausler came in as a leaders and we 
started a training class in 1984. Kay Shive, Debra Seeman,  
Vivian Klotz, Gwen Lowe, Jean Schultz, and Jeanne Seabold 
were all in the class. I was working full-time as director of Public 
Health, on Session, and Maggie and I were raising twin girls, so 

life was very full. 

What kinds of support have been provided through St. 
Andrew’s Stephen Ministry program? 

We have supported those who are grieving, are adjusting to  
having a newborn, have incurred a job loss and transitions, as 

well as individuals who went through the farm crisis.  

In this era, we are centered around issues of aging, which is a 
reflection of the demographic of our population, as well as  

acceptance and use of public counseling services.  

You finished your career as the Director of Public Health for 
Johnson County. What has Stephen Ministry added to your 
career and your personal growth? 

It made me more aware of people’s concerns. I am still working 
on being an active listener, to being more tolerant of individual 

differences, and avoiding engaging in problem solving. 

What are changes that you have observed? 

The newer training has a lot of role playing in being diplomatic 
and understanding other’s perspectives. The practice of role 
playing in our monthly meetings has helped to support  
interactions at work and in the community. We are also learning 
more about supporting those with mental health issues. The best 
outcome of our coordination with other churches is that it has 
helped developed a caring community within our larger  

community. 

Graham Dameron 

Graham & Maggie Dameron 



 

 To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, and serving as Christ served. 

  Messenger | July 2019   5 

Finances 

Our Church Finances: In Numbers……...…...And In Words 

Every per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by freeing up 
funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2019 is $38. 
—MOS Team 

Per Capita 



 

 

Inspiration struck in the fall.  

We called it a Ministry Immersion Experience. We could  
envision the big picture, but had an endless list of questions. We 

relied on prayers and support for the unknown.  

And then: The Brazilians arrived on February 12, one of the  
ugliest days of winter—snow and ice and cold and flight delays. 
But from the very first moment we met at the Cedar Rapids  
Airport, we knew God had something very special planned for all 

of us.  

St. Andrew members and friends opened their homes, their  
families, and most of all, their hearts, to this group of 10 young 
adults with amazing musical talent. They have been called 
“interns,” “students,” and “kids,” but we came to know them 

simply as “The Brazilians.”  

For the past five months we have learned from each other.  
They have joyfully served as leaders for worship, choir, 
*spark*, Sunday School, and Vacation Bible School. In turn, we 
have showed them what it means to live out our faith, within the 
walls of our building and in the community. We gave them group 
classes, private lessons, training, and resources to make them 

better musicians. We showed them Iowa life.  

The Brazilians all have a connection to Shelly Moorman-
Stahlman, former Director of Music at St. Andrew. She is a  
Professor of Music at Lebanon Valley College in Annville,  
Pennsylvania, where she started a cultural exchange program 

with Brazil. When Shelly was here in October for St. Andrew’s 
organ dedication, she asked if we would be willing to host the 
students after they spent some time at her college. There was a 
flurry of discernment, prayer, planning, and preparing between 
October and February, but we knew that we would just have to 
try this—it was impossible to have all the details worked out and 

questions answered before they arrived. 

As an entire congregation, we are wiser now than we were in 
February. We know that Brazilians speak Portuguese, not  
Spanish—and Brazil Portuguese, not Portugal Portuguese! We 
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Cover Story: Connecting 

Music & Mayonnaise       by Heather Woodin & Matthew Penning 



 

 

know that, in general, they don’t care for spicy food. We know that 
in Brazil, it’s common for adult children to live with their parents 
until they are in their 30s or older. We now know Iowa City has a 

sizeable population of 
residents from Brazil, 
including within the UI 

School of Music.  

It wasn’t always 
smooth sailing. We 
under-estimated the 
need for rides,  
especially in the  
evenings and on 
weekends. One of the 
10 went home about 
six weeks early  
because he wanted to 
return to his job.  
Several of the  

Brazilians switched host homes once or more for a variety of  

reasons.  

But those incidents seem like a mere blip compared to the way 
the group enriched our lives, personally and as a congregation. 
They filled our days with music, they laughed, they learned our 
names and our stories, they were willing to try new things. They 

were bold and energetic.  

This Brazil Class of 2019 has left its imprint here. Those of us who 
got to know this group well have a few new phrases in our  
vocabulary: “Very niiiiiiice.” “Bom dia.” “Rápido!” Mayonnaise will 
always be funny. A hot dog with shoestring potatoes isn’t as odd 

as it once seemed.  

We are pleased that a bit of Iowa is ingrained in them. They know 
about walking tacos. They know “Iowa work ethic.” They know 
that a hug and a smile can make new friends, regardless of  

language.  

We will say farewell to the Class of ’19 on July 2, amid tears and 
sweet memories. Already, we are looking ahead to God’s plans 
for the Class of 2020. If you would like to be considered as a host 
family, a member of our support team (to provide meals,  
transportation, outings, or be involved in other ways), or if you just 
want to know more about this next phase of the Ministry  
Immersion Experience, we encourage you to visit with Matthew, 
Heather, or others who were close to the action. You won’t regret 

adding a little dash of Brazil to your life.  

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, and serving as Christ served. 
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Mission, Outreach, & Service 

Connecting Hearts and Renewing Lives         by Karna Wieck 

Many at St. Andrew (and others who join 
them) have opportunities to share their 
talents through our ministry with Impacto 
in Guatemala. Although our trips are  
often referred to as “short-term” mission 
trips, our relationship with Impacto and 
those who help support them, is not at  

all “short-term”.  

Our seventh team will be  
traveling to Guatemala July 27-
August 3. Each trip usually  
involves two days (or more) of 
medical clinics to help provide 
preventive health care in the form 
of fluoride treatments and good 
nutrition through Happy  
Tummies/Abuelitos. Several  
medical professionals from St. 
Andrew share their talents with 
Impacto’s Dr. Natareno. As  
Pastor Luis of Impacto would say, 
“Many seeds were planted and all 

glory be to God!”   

What you may not know is that in 
addition to sending teams to  
Guatemala, we have a  
connection through Friends of 
Impacto, a group of supporters 
located in the United States and 
Canada supporting the ongoing 
ministry of Impacto by providing  
assistance to any church that 
needs help in planning a trip. A 
newly formed board of directors and  
others in an advisory role (such as Kathi 
Anderson and myself) connect monthly 
through video conference calls, and a 
larger group (which includes Sue 
Swearingen and Cecilia Norris) connects 
through video calls quarterly. What a 

great way to connect to so many! 

Another connection is with team leaders 
from Hillside Church in Cedar Rapids and 
Mulford Evangelical Free Church in  
Muscatine. For example, Sue’s group of 
30 traveling in July will include members 
from both churches. Nan Fowler, a  
member of Hillside who helped start  

Impacto’s Stitches of Blessings program, 
visited with our Sewing for Others group 
in May. We learned so much from Nan 
and Impacto’s “Stitches of Blessing”  
ministry. Nan also enjoyed hearing what 
our Sewing for Others group is doing and 
thanked them for sending quilt kits with 
our teams each year. When asked if I 

wanted to travel to Guatemala in May to 
attend the 2nd Annual Impacto Ministry 
Retreat, my new friends from Hillside 
Church, Annette and Chris Reed,  

graciously let me travel with them. 

When I attended the retreat/board  
meeting of this newly formed support 
group in May, we had the opportunity to 
share devotions, prayers, and our love for 
the Impacto staff and all that they do.  
Video calls are great, but meeting our  
new friends in person was even better. 
This was the first time traveling without a 
team from St. Andrew or with my  

husband, so it was “out of my comfort 
zone,” but God was definitely with us in 
Guatemala that week, and I felt St.  

Andrew’s support. 

While in Guatemala, I learned so much 
about the importance of prayer and taking 
the time in our busy schedules to do so. 
While at the dinner table one night I sat by 

David, who is probably about 
my grandson Jackson’s age, 
and he volunteered to lead us in 
prayer. What an amazing little 
boy who taught me so much 
that night. Later in the week he 
showed me his “church”  
playhouse and invited us in for a 
service but warned us only two 
could fit inside. What a powerful  
message he gave me that 
week! I see this at St. Andrew 
too. There are so many  
opportunities to share our time 
and talents listed in our church 
newsletters and bulletins if we 
take the time in our busy  
schedules to do so. In fact, 
someone reminded me I  
handed out a card with ASAP 
on it during a children’s  
message. The mom told me  
she has it at work. Always Say 
A Prayer even on our busiest 

day!  It makes a difference. 

Please pray for our next team traveling 
this summer. Many hearts will connect on 
this trip: 16 from St. Andrew (Sue and Jon 
Swearingen, Alec Norris, Tim, Becky, 
Cade, and Drew Benson, Chris Charis-
Donelson, L’Engle and Lucy Charis-
Carlson, Scott and Garrett Leimkuehler, 
and Jan Taylor who will be joined with her 
son Roger and granddaughers Kennedy 
and Ryan from Washington state; seven 
from Mulford Evangelical Free Church in  
Muscatine (led by Pastor Brandon  
Nygaard); four from Hillside Wesleyan 
Church in Cedar Rapids; and four from 

Trinity Episcopal. 

Attending worship in David’s church playhouse. 
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Mission, Outreach, & Service 

Connecting Through the Interfaith Build        by Becka Simpson 

By the time you read this, another St. Andrew build day will have 
occurred (June 21, all day!). Chances are that volunteers will be 
hanging siding and roofing that day, but you never know with a 
Habitat build! You just go with whatever needs to be done next. 
On June 8, we helped set trusses, prepared the interior for walls, 
and worked to wrap and insulate the house. The list of Honor 
Roll volunteers keeps growing! Look at the list in the Atrium to 
see who has helped so far. In July, St. Andrew will have more 
build days (exact dates to come). Nevertheless, you can work on 
this build any Thursday, Friday, or Saturday. Just go to the Iowa 
Valley Habitat for Humanity website to volunteer. If signing up 
online is not your thing, talk with Jan Taylor or Becka Simpson 
who will help you sign up. Keep coming out and experience the 
joy of building alongside people from other churches and faiths 

and those who will be living in these homes! 
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Family Ministry 

St. Andrew is partnering with the Pheasant Ridge 
Neighborhood Center to serve lunches and connect 
with children this summer. We need many volunteers 

from St. Andrew to make this happen! 

The Iowa City Community School District will deliver sack 
lunches to the Neighborhood Center through August 2. 
The free lunch is for anyone under 18, regardless of family 
income or address. The center has the space for this  
program but not the volunteers. St. Andrew has committed 
to providing volunteers to go to the center from noon to 
2:00 pm Monday-Friday throughout the summer. That 
time includes serving lunch and helping to supervise an 
easy activity or game for children. To participate, sign up 
in the Atrium, talk to Heather Woodin or Sarah Brakke, or 

email Heather at hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. 

Volunteers can sign up to serve just one time during the 
summer, for an entire week, or multiple times. We expect 

about 20 children to attend for lunch and the activities. 

Please consider inviting your family, small group, or friends to 
sign up to volunteer. Children under 18 can eat for free.  
Students in junior high and senior high school can serve as 

helpers alongside two adult volunteers. 

The Summer Lunch program is an outgrowth of the School’s 
Out Day Camp held at St. Andrew. The day camp is for  
children with limited resources who attend Weber, Borlaug, 
and Horn elementary schools. Many of the children who  
attended during the school year live in the Pheasant Ridge 

neighborhood. 

Connecting in the  

Neighborhood 

Connecting at VBS 

 

mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
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 Youth Ministry 

Connecting at Monday/Funday! Connecting at Stronghold 



 

 

Administration/Leadership 

Pastors   

  Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” de Beer, Interim Pastor  ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org 

       Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor  kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Rev. Mark Martin, Pastor Emeritus  pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Office 
  John Benson, Finance Administrator       finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.  sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org 
 

 

 
 

Children, Youth, & Families 
  Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries  rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries  hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

  
 

Music 
  Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries  mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min.   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Director  lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Director  nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 

Non Profit 
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

Connecting in Prayer 

The dates for the 2020 Women's Retreat have been set: February 7-8! 
As in past years, you are welcome to attend on Friday evening on the 
7th, Saturday the 8th, or both days. Mark your calendars now and 
begin to ponder who you might invite to join you. As we look forward to 
this event, you are invited to gather on July 14 immediately  
following the 11:00 service in Room 103 to pray for God's leading of 
the retreat planning. If you have questions, contact Annie Potter at  

potterbeat@gmail.com.  

2020 
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