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A NOTE from Pastor Danie
There was just a little hiccup before the Israelites could enter the Promised Land.
The unanimous report of the spies sent by Moses into Canaan was, “We came to the land
to which you sent us; it flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.” But there was a
majority report also, 28“Yet the people who live in the land are strong, and the towns are
fortified and very large; and besides, we saw giants there …” The minority report was,
30“Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.”
And after the orderly vote “…the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that
night. 2And all the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron; the whole congregation
said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in
this wilderness! 3Why is the Lord bringing us into this land to fall by the sword? Our wives
and our little ones will become booty; would it not be better for us to go back to
Egypt?” 4So they said to one another, “Let us choose a captain, and go back to
Egypt.” (Numbers 13 & 14).

Eternal God,
you call us to ventures
of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden,
through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with courage,
not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us
and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Rev. Dr. Daniel deBeer
Interim Senior Pastor

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served.
2 Messenger | July 2018

St. Andrew Happenings
Voices In the Rain
Reprinted

Softball Season Continues
Come cheer on the team! All games are played at the
Coralville Creekside Ballpark.

4th of July Float
Voices in the Rain, a book by St. Andrew’s own
Marcia Murphy, is a Mental Health Initiative. It has
been reprinted and is available for sale. It is a story
of a woman’s struggle with mental illness through
which she finds spiritual meaning, and ultimately,
God. For more information, contact Marcia Murphy
at murphyma87533@gmail.com.

Thank You, Kristen!

Please come join the fun of planning
and creating this year’s St. Andrew
float for the 4th of July Coralville
Parade. Contact Nancy Barth at andnan@sbcglobal.net, Douglas Wildes
at douglas_wildes@yahoo.com, or
Margaret Heidger at
pmheidger@q.com with any questions. We could use lots of candy to share
along the parade route. Please pick up a bag (or two) of non-melting candy
and drop it off at the church by July 3. Thank you!

Halversons are Back!

Jim and Wanda Halverson have, again,
graciously offered to take photos for the St.
Andrew InDirectory. They will be available in the
Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) on Sunday, July 22
and July 29 from 8:30 am - 11:00 am. If you
have not had your photo taken for the
InDirectory, or you would like to have an
updated photo taken, here’s your chance. No
appointment necessary, just show up and smile.
We would especially appreciate newly
elected officers (Elders and Deacons) to get
their photos taken. Thank you!
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Mission, Outreach, & Service (MOS)
Being the Body of Christ, Living in Christ’s Love, and
Serving as Christ Served: 2 Featured Missions/Outreach
Rev. Mark Martin provided the sermon on June 10. (To listen to the sermon, go to our website at
saintandrew-ic.org/worship/sermons.) One of the things Mark emphasized was the response we as
Christians have to the immeasurable grace and love we have received from God. He spoke about how St.
Andrew’s statement of purpose includes Serving as Christ Served. Below are just two brief descriptions of
ways in which St. Andrew members and friends have served in the past and continue to serve in the
community as the hands and feet of Jesus. To continue the conversation started by Mark, or to learn more
about opportunities to serve along-side other St. Andrew members and friends, contact Mark and Carol
Martin (pastormwm@gmail.com) or Paul Heidger (pmheidger@q.com).

Free Lunch Program
The Free Lunch Program (FLP) began in 1983 when two therapists spoke to a
Lenten Studies group at St. Mary’s. By 1989 the FLP expanded to a six-day-a-week program
with over 35 groups providing 43,500 meals each year. St. Andrew has generously been one
of those groups.
The FLP website quotes several of the guests and volunteers remarking about what the
program means to them. One of the guests commented, “If I didn’t eat at Free Lunch
everyday and take seconds back with me, I would not be able to pay my rent, and I’d be
homeless again. You don’t know how this affects everyone's spirits to have this for us—it
really helps us a lot.” A volunteer is quoted as saying, “ It makes me realize that there is a
much bigger world out here than what I’m personally in contact with on a day-to-day basis.”
The St. Andrew volunteers share in that discovery and joy each month. If you would like more
information about how St. Andrew participates or would like to volunteer, contact Rosemary
Plapp at rosemary-plapp@uiowa.edu or Shirley Maxey at dizmax@msn.com.

Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County
Neighborhood Centers is a community-based, family-centered human services agency
offering programs in area schools and neighborhoods including Broadway, Pheasant
Ridge, and Breckenridge. By offering a consistent and stable neighborhood presence,
they provide a balanced mixture of programs and activities that build community and
teach new skills such as being self-reliant and preparing children for the challenges of life.
St. Andrew has a long commitment of being a major financial support partner with the
Neighborhood Centers in support of scholarships for children and youth, and individual St.
Andrew members have in past years been involved in mentoring and tutoring in these
programs and serving on the Center's Board.
Exciting possibilities for broader interactions with the Pheasant Ridge community on many levels are offered by our new location and
church facility. This priority opportunity for community-building is highlighted in our NEXT CHAPTER Recipe Book on page 50, under
“Outreach to Residents of Pheasant Ridge Residential Community, Refugees, and Immigrants to our Community.” You and your new
ideas are welcome!
Volunteering: Details on the Centers’ summer and academic programs and how to become a volunteer are readily found on the
Centers’ website at ncjc.org; or by contacting either Paul Heidger, MOS Chair at pmheidger@q.com. You can directly reach the
Centers’ volunteer coordinator, Chastity Dillard, at chastity-dillard@ncjc.org or 319/358.0438. Applications are being accepted now for
summer and academic year volunteer positions!
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MOS continued
Bernie & Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta to Visit on July 8
Bernie and Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta (PC(USA) mission co-workers) will be back to visit
St. Andrew on July 8 and will lead an adult education class at 9:45 am where they will
update St. Andrew on the work they are doing in Yogyakarta. Bernie will also preach at
both worship services that day. Bernie and Farsijana, and the MOS Team, thank St.
Andrew for the prayers and support over the years that have helped make a difference to
the lives of people living in Indonesia.
To view their newsletter, go to this link: https://bit.ly/2wOpI49. For information about our
other mission co-workers and activities, go to our website at saintandrew-ic.org/servegrow/mission.

Iowa City MobilePack is Back! Save the Dates!
Join us for the 6th Iowa City MobilePack Event on September 28 and 29! We’ll pack 113,536 meals here at 140 Gathering Place
Lane, feeding over 300 children for another year AND we’ll reach a huge milestone…1,000,000 meals packed! Fundraising has
already begun (click this link to give: https://give.fmsc.org/campaign/1809-237au-iowa-city-ia-iowa-city/c177498), and at $.22 per
meal, every penny makes a difference! Check out Emma’s story at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DphtI9QoEH0, to
remind your heart of why this event matters so much! Volunteer registration for the event will open mid-August. Stay up to date on
all of the details leading up to our first ever fall event and the million meal milestone by going to icmobilepack.org.

Save the Date for Fall Disability & Faith Workshop
St. Andrew’s AIM Ministry (Access & Inclusive Mission) is sponsoring a Fall Disability & Faith
Workshop on Saturday, October 6, 2018. The workshop will be held at the Coralville Public Library
in Meeting Room A from 8:45 am—11:45 am.
The presenter, Jolene Philo, is the author of five books for the special needs community, including
Does My Child Have PTSD? and What to Do When Your Child Is Hurting from the Inside Out. She
is currently collaborating with Dr. Gary Chapman on a book about using the five love languages in
special needs families. She also connects with parents of kids with special needs at her
blog, DifferentDream.com. With her daughter, she co-hosts the Home Again Podcast, which
explores intergenerational living. Jolene speaks about writing, special needs parenting, special
needs ministry, and post-traumatic stress disorder around the country and internationally. She and
her husband live in Polk City.
This event is free and open to public. Refreshments will be provided. Contact: Marcia Murphy at murphyma87533@gmail.com .
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Cover Story
God in the Transitions

by Sarah Dyck
Moses’ successor, is told to lead the children of Israel across
the Jordan River during flood stage. Like the Red Sea, God
made it possible for them to cross on dry land. But then he
does something else. He tells Joshua to pick 12 men, one
from each tribe, to haul stones from the river bed to the side of
the river and pile them up where they would be staying for the
night. The reason? God tells Joshua, “In the future, when your
children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that
the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the
covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters
of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial
to the people of Israel forever.” (Joshua 4:6b-7)

Remembering is powerful, isn’t it? Memories can elicit both
good feelings and bad ones. For example, the amazing aroma
of fresh baked cookies can remind us of a wonderful afternoon
baking with our mom, but we forget about the argument we
had with our brother while the cookies were in the oven.
Memories are like that--especially when we are going through
struggles and transitions in our lives. We “remember the good
old days” when things were “simpler”, maybe not great, but
certainly not as tough as whatever situation in which we now
find ourselves.
I am completely convinced it is part of the human condition.
One that God is keenly aware of! There are hundreds of
places in scripture where God says to remember what he has
done and how much he loves us. It’s like he knows we are
going to forget in the midst of our struggles and everyday life.
Each month during communion, Jesus’ instructions to
remember are said as the pastor finishes the words of
institution: “Do this in remembrance of me.”
God also reminds us to remember him by sharing the stories
of his people throughout the scriptures. For example, when
the children of Israel were wandering through the inhospitable
desert, they started remembering being back in Egypt and
thinking maybe it wasn’t so bad being slaves. During that time,
in God’s love and grace, he provided them a cloudy pillar by
day and a fiery pillar by night to guide them, manna from the
sky when they complained about being hungry…quail…water
from a rock…etc. However, their recognition of God’s
provision did not last long. Life was very rough in the
wilderness, so they continued to murmur.

That pile of memory stones has a name. It is called an
ebenezer. My ebenezer is 385 Fox Run in North Liberty. That
is the address where my family and I lived temporarily while
my husband, Tim, was waiting on a call following seminary.
We had already sold our house having no idea where we
would live, and we needed a place to rent month to month
while we waited. There are lots of little miracles contained in
this chapter of our lives, but the point I want to make here is
that the stressful, uncertain times for us have not gone away.
There are many times when I wonder what God is doing. And
then I remember 385 Fox Run—the home that dropped into
our laps at exactly the right time with the perfect
conditions...not a moment too soon or too late.
Instability is hard. Transitions are hard. The trek between
1300 Melrose Avenue and 140 Gathering Place Lane and in
between has been hard. But, I truly believe, just like that band
of God’s people who wandered for over a generation in the
wilderness, God is with St. Andrew, leading the way forward
and providing ways for St. Andrew to remember his presence
and provision.

These stones are to be a memorial to the
people of Israel forever.
—Joshua 4:7

As they wandered for years and years, God remained faithful.
Much later in their journey to the promised land, Joshua,
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Education + Small Group Ministries
Summer Christian Education Opportunities for All Ages
“The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss”: Heather Woodin, director
of family and children’s ministries, will lead a fun-filled, fourweek, family-friendly exploration of the biblical echoes in the
stories and drawings of Theodor Seuss Geisel — better known
as Dr. Seuss. July 8, Children’s Ministry Area

“Re-connecting with Mission Partners”: Drs. Bernie and Farsijana AdeneyRisakotta, mission co-workers for the PC(USA), will visit St. Andrew to
discuss their work in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. July 8, Room 128 (see page 5)

“The Gospel According to Jesus Christ Superstar”: Jeﬀ Charis-Carlson will lead
a two-week study of the history and theology of the rock opera based on
Gospel of John. The discussion will include clips from various productions over
the past 47 years. Sing-along opportunities are highly likely. July 8 and July
15, Youth Room

Sweet Saturdays of Summer
Bring a friend or meet a friend at
this gathering of St. Andrew
women on Saturday mornings
during the summer for fellowship,
food, and devotions.
Where & When: In the Atrium on
July 7 and August 4.
Time: 8:00 am to 9:30 am
If you have questions, contact
LeAnn Otterbein at
leann.otterbein@gmail.com or
Annie Potter at potterbeat@gmail.com.
To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served.
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Coming Home
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Financials
May 2018 General Fund Income & Expenses
Current Period

Year to Date

Annual Budget

Annual Budget
Percentage

YTD Prior Year

INCOME
BUDGET INCOME
PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT

$70,248.08

$362,916.52

$870,000.00

41.71%

$344,616.75

0.00

150.00

0.00

0.00%

30.00

Subtotal Budget Income

70,248.08

363,066.52

870,000.00

41.73%

344,646.75

INVESTMENT INCOME

536.82

1,980.14

0.00

0.00%

1,239.12

-697.16

-560.66

0.00

0.00%

0.00

70,087.74

364,486.00

870,000.00

41.89%

345,885.87

$0.00

$2,650.00

$14,334.00

18.49%

$0.00

BUILDING

390.01

19,848.51

66,282.00

29.95%

26,602.76

UTILITIES

2,501.37

17,308.40

56,192.00

30.80%

3,358.93

28.54

652.06

400.00

163.02%

107.00

0.00

549.50

3,802.00

14.45%

652.90

2,038.20

4,167.67

11,875.00

35.10%

1,993.01

FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
BUDGETED EXPENSES
LAND

EQUIPMENT, F & F
VEHICLES
CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

212.07

892.03

2,100.00

42.48%

360.86

MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP

1,142.23

3,811.76

6,500.00

58.64%

3,094.07

MISSION

9,315.12

50,932.16

121,800.00

41.82%

48,424.02

MUSIC

2,347.39

7,149.64

10,550.00

67.77%

2,344.34

OFFICE EXPENSE

641.62

7,721.41

21,500.00

35.91%

7,568.20

OPERATING EXPENSES

319.02

2,748.49

7,061.00

38.92%

2,581.49

-846.24

2,120.50

2,425.00

87.44%

2,304.33

2,878.91

6,177.34

14,900.00

41.46%

1,862.63

PERSONNEL

54,322.33

254,105.17

577,133.00

44.03%

229,661.92

TOTAL EXPENSES

75,290.57

380,834.64

916,854.00

41.54%

330,916.46

-$5,202.83

-$16,348.64

-$46,854.00

34.89%

$14,969.41

WORSHIP
YOUTH MINISTRIES

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES

Stewardship Update : Follow Through
Following the "active pledging" of our financial gifts in the fall, we are now in the "follow
through" season of stewardship. This is when we connect the gifts of our members to
the growing ministries of the church. At the congregational meeting in June, the finance
team presented a summary of our current financial situation including the mortgage on
our building, the status of the capital campaign, and an overview of the budget. If you
missed the meeting, we encourage you to review the electronic version posted on the
church website. Just click this link: https://bit.ly/2MMgfyd. In worship, we respond to
God's love with our offering. Your gifts, talents, and service enable so much ministry at
St. Andrew. God bless you.
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Children, Family, + Youth Ministries Summer Fun!
Children + Family: We’re All Kids of the Kingdom!
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Youth: Stronghold, F.A.I.T.H.S., Monday/Funday, and TPP

Camp Stronghold, the greatest week of the summer,
was held from June 3 through June 8. St. Andrew junior high
youth were joined with a youth group from Lebanon
Presbyterian Church in Ohio (68 in all!) where Randy’s nephew
is the youth minister. Randy reported the Holy Spirit was so
present that week and moved greatly through the group.
Special thanks to Morgan Hoeft for the photos! To view more
photos, click on this link: http://bit.ly/2y1sCU1. To see the Camp
Stronghold 2018 video, click on http://bit.ly/2LJEhZE.

F.A.I.T.H.S.: Our youth spent an amazing week (June 1822) in acts of service around the community and finished the
week with a delicious lunch for those of grandparent age. What
a fabulous witness of the love and grace of Jesus!

Monday/Funday: BASIC (our junior high youth
ministry) hosts various fun activities to help break up the
boredom of summer. The release forms can be found on our
website at saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/youth-ministries.
Questions? Contact Randy Hausler at rhausler@saintandrewic.org.

The Pittsburgh Project (TPP):
July 21 -29 is ETC’s annual trip to Pittsburgh, PA and The
Pittsburgh Project! For the 32nd year, ETC will be serving the
vulnerable homeowners in the city by doing minor home
repair. Students from across the U.S. will be joining in the work
with us. We welcome your prayers for the homeowners, youth,
and leaders in the coming weeks.
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Staff

Church Family

Pastors
Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” deBeer, Interim Pastor
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor
Rev. Mark Martin, Pastor Emeritus

ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
pastormwm@gmail.com

Office
John Benson, Finance Administrator
Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.

finance@saintandrew-ic.org
sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries
mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
Kristen DeGrazia, Assistant Director of
Children’s & Youth Music
kdegrazia@saintandrew-ic.org
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min. lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org

Births
Grisham A. Sniegowski
Baptisms
Owen Fiddelke
Emma Dunlap
Andrea Belding
L’Engle Charis-Carlson
Ryan Spurrell
Silas Spurrell
Hank Kasper
Kinsley Jones
Deaths
Glenys Williams
Bud Hansen
Anne Dierking
Gordon Moser
Don Krause
New Members
John Yanik
Ellen Anne Yanik
Andrew Wildes
Chris Pigge
Emma Dunlap

6/13
2/11
5/20
5/20
5/20
6/10
6/10
6/24
6/24
1/2
1/26
3/29
4/30
5/29
4/8
4/8
4/22
4/29
5/20

Andrea Belding
L’Engle Charis-Carlson
Elec Ciha-Soults
Anna Dreusicke
Teyana Kerns
Clare Loussaert
Sidney Nash
McKenna Simcox
Aaron Smith
Makenna Vonderhaar
Crispin Ng’oma
Tazonia Msosa
Robert Young
Ryan Spurrell
Kara Spurrell

5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/20
5/27
5/27

John Clark
Linda Clark
Bruce Brooke
Patti Brooke
Courtney Roth
Tim Patrick
Katherine Patrick

5/27
5/27
5/27
5/27
6/10
6/21
6/21

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the
Messenger electronically, please email the church
office. Allow one week to process your request.
Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love
and serving as Christ served.

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246
www.saintandrew-ic.org
office@saintandrew-ic.org
319/338.7523
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