
 

 

MESSENGERMESSENGERMESSENGER   
JULY 2016 Sharing the Message of Christ in Our Lives at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church | 

 6   Stronghold 

, 



 

 

2  Messenger | July 2016 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

 A NOTE from Pastor Matt 

May 19, 2016 Session Highlights 

Great Discoveries, Renewed Trust, Deeper Connections 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

This is the time of year when I undergo my annual performance evaluation and work with the personnel 
team and session to set performance goals for the coming year. In setting my goals this year, my hope 
is to address the more salient issues from my evaluation—the need for leadership development, clarity 
of vision, and relationship and trust building—while leveraging this unprecedented time in the life of our 
congregation. In just the last few weeks I’ve seen a renewed spirit at St. Andrew as we have officially 
said good-bye to our old building and have a more attentive eye toward the future. Still, there are issues 
that must still be addressed, wounds to be healed, and trust to rebuild. While this is true on the broader 

scale of our congregation, I also know the work must begin with me as your pastor. 

With that in mind, I have offered goals that I believe will address these areas and dovetail with this  
renewed energy in our congregation. My hope is that this work will chart a new course for St. Andrew 
that will at once ask us to reflect upon our journey, deepen our sense of purpose, and clearly identify 
concrete steps toward realizing that purpose. This will take a spiritual, emotional, and physical energy 
that has been lacking in recent years as we have been faced with matters of such great importance 
amidst a sea of uncertainty. Nonetheless, I believe the journey forward will be fruitful, affirming, and 

healing. 

These goals will require a collaborative effort between session, staff, and congregation, and my own personal work as well. In the 
midst of this work, I would welcome your input as to how I can best lead and serve St. Andrew. If you have thoughts to share, I’d love 

to hear them, and I’ll even spring for coffee! 

The strength of St. Andrew is revealed when we maintain our eyes on Christ and work together toward a common purpose. My prayer 
is that the work we do toward realizing these goals will get this program year off on a solid footing and that the next twelve months will 

be a time of great discoveries, renewed trust, and deeper connections with the work Christ is doing in our midst and with one another. 

Godspeed, 

Rev. Dr. Matt Paul is the head  

pastor at St. Andrew 

 Chris Charis-Donelson provided an update on the With Our 

Eyes on Christ campaign. 

 Dan Steele presented an analysis of the building project that 
he had formulated to help him evaluate the issues, options, 
and a possible plan of action for the church. Dan had shared 
his observations with the finance team who in turn  

suggested he do so with session. 

 Jack Prall provided an update on the building project and 
reported that Ryan Companies has withdrawn their interest 
in building a retirement community north of the St. Andrew 

property. 

 Session approved a proposal from the personnel team  

regarding the pastor evaluation process. 

 The nominating team provided an update on their progress 
of filling the slate of elders, deacons, and other positions for 

the June 12 congregational meeting. 

 Session received a report that eight of the fixed pews had 
been spoken for by church members and that an Amish 
group was interested in the remaining fixed pews for use in 

a Sunday school setting. Session concurred with the plan. 

 On recommendation of the facilities management team,  
session voted to instruct the personnel team to begin a  
process of developing a job description for a facilities  
manager position and determining an accompanying salary 
range. Personnel is to report their findings at the September 

session meeting. 

 Feedback was shared from the April 17 congregational  
gathering regarding discussion points raised, questions 
asked/answered, and questions that remain to be  

addressed. 

 The transition team reported on the status of loading trailers 

for storage. 
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 Community Happenings 

Connection Card 

Quotes 

Births,  Baptisms, & Deaths 
Nathan John Wolf, son of Jessica & Adam Wolf, born on June 21. 
Philip James Markfort, son of Crystal & Corey Markfort, baptized on May 29. 
Zechariah Yien-Mandong Miak, son of Gatwech & Nyamuoch Miak, baptized on May 29. 
Earl James “Jim” Maxey, died on May 26. 

Faith working 

through love  

allows God’s 

grace to flow over 

us. 

We enjoy our  

temporary church 

building. 

Weeding out the 

old, and planting 

the new. 

Thank God for  

the sense of the 

Spirit’s presence 

during our  first 

services at our 

North Campus. 

Miss the organ, 

but Matthew’s  

piano music is 

moving! 

New July Bible Study!   

Pastor Matt or Pastor Kyle will join us on 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30am to study 
the Bible passages for the week’s  
upcoming Sunday sermon. We will meet 
at Melrose Meadows Retirement  
Community  (350 Dublin Drive, Iowa City) 
beginning July 13.  If you have  
questions, or would like to express an 
interest in joining the Bible study,  
please email Annie Potter at  

potterbeat@gmail.com. 

St. Andrew & Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity Partnership Update 
 

Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity (IVHFH) is moving forward with 
the Interfaith Build that St. Andrew is supporting. Available 

days start in mid-July and go into October.  

As the St. Andrew coordinator, Becka Simpson challenges our  

congregation to the following: 

1. We have taken trips to Mississippi, Guatemala, Pittsburgh, and 
more to do mission. Becka challenges you to take time off work to 

volunteer on this build. 

2. Working on a build together is a great small group activity. If you are part of a small 

group, volunteer as a group to help, even if it is simply providing a meal for workers.  

Possible days for St. Andrew to work as a group could be either August 10 or August 

12 (afternoons), and Saturdays, July 30 and August 13. 

Please contact Becka Simpson (b.yucuis@gmail.com or 319/936.6939) if you can  
volunteer on these days. Here is the link to the build sign-ups, and you can always sign 

up individually:http://construction.ivhfh.volunteerhub.com/events/index. 

Have Your Photo Taken 

The Halversons will be back taking our 
pictures on July 24 and 31 between  
worship services. If you have not had 
your family photo taken for the  
InDirectory, or if you would like to have 
an updated photo taken, here’s your 

chance.  

One Spirit Membership Class 

If you would like 
to know more 
about becoming 
a n  A c t i v e  
Member ,  we  
invite you to join 
us for our 2-step One Spirit gatherings. 
Our next gatherings will take place on 
July 17 & 24 after the second service. At 
the first gathering you will have an  
opportunity to learn more about the  
mission and ministry of St. Andrew. At 
the second meeting you will meet with 
some of our elders and be welcomed as 
an active member of St. Andrew. If you 
want to be a part of the One  
Spirit meetings, email Pastor Kyle at 
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org or call 
him at 319/338.7523. 

Other Events 

mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
mailto:b.yucuis@gmail.com
tel:319-936-6939
http://construction.ivhfh.volunteerhub.com/events/index
mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
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A People on the Move, Rooted in Christ, 
Worshiping at Both Campuses 
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Camp Cardinal Updates 

Update from Apex Construction 

Apex Construction will be providing St. Andrew regular updates 
on the progress of the work at Camp Cardinal. Below is the most 
recent report we have received. You can also follow the  
progress by looking at the display on the west wall of the  
Sanctuary at the North Campus. Look for the countdown to  
completion calendar in the entryway. 
 

June 17, 2016 
Work completed this week: 
 Completed foundation insulation and backfill on south and 

east wall 
 Formed and poured NW corner tall walls to 8’ including  

retaining wall 

 Continued forming the NW walls and retaining wall 
 

Site Work:  
 Installed storm water intakes on Camp  

Cardinal Road 

 Installed remainder of storm drain and tile line on Camp 
Cardinal Road 

 Sanitary manholes and piping were delivered to site 

 Continued grading on upper parking lot 
 Continued compacted fill for new street (Gathering Place 

Lane) 
 

Work projected for next week: 
 Complete tall foundation walls in NW corner including  

retaining wall 
 Install waterproofing on tall walls up to 6’ in preparation for 

drain tile install and backfilling on north and east tall walls  

 Continue grading of north parking lot 

 Continue installation of sanitary sewer system 

 Excavate remainder of foundation walls and pour footings 

 A Conversation with Bill Wittig          by Chris Charis-Donelson 

What do you like best about  
St. Andrew? 

 

My wife, Nelda, and I started coming 
to St. Andrew 24 years ago. Mark 
Martin’s “every member a minister” 
inclusionary role model and the  
reputation of Children’s Ministries 
drew us to SAPC.  Our children  
performed in chimes, bells, and youth 
choirs. Nelda and I taught elementary 

and junior high Sunday School for years. The role models I met 
through the St. Andrew men’s ministry challenged and fostered 

my Christian faith; they also have been great friends. 

 

What pieces of property are you representing for  
St. Andrew? 

I have been a local residential and commercial real estate agent 

for 21 years.  I currently represent three parcels of land: 

 The South Triangle:  7.2 acres of land currently intended for   
       commercial/office development. 

 Two parcels of land intended for residential development 
located to the west of our current construction  
project.  These two parcels total 7.87 acres in size are in the 
process of land valuation and listing recommendations 

 
 

 How can we get the highest, best value for our land? 

Three things we have done recently to enhance development 
potential and increase the sale value of the above land parcels 

include: 

 contracted with HBK Engineering to provide site  
development concept plans for each parcel of land 

 facilitated a neighborhood meeting with residents near our 
Camp Cardinal property to discuss the development  
concept plans and solicit their support 

 lobbied the City of Iowa City to alter the comprehensive city 
development plan.  As a result, in April, 2016 the city 
changed the development plan to include office/commercial  
development on the South Triangle parcel of land. 

 

Do you have other church members helping you? 

Yes.  As we learn of parties interested in buying the land, we 
need approval from session, the finance team and the church 

legal counsel.  Much of the negotiation is confidential.  

If we have more questions, who do we ask or where can we 
get more information? 

Call or write me at 319/631.6100 or bill@billwittig.com. 

tel:319-631-6100
mailto:bill@billwittig.com
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 The Greatest Week of Your Life!             story by Pastor Matt 

                                          photos by Matt Paul, Randy Hausler  

                                                      & Deb Barber 
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Photo by Wanda Halverson 

continued on page 7 

“The greatest week of your life!” For nearly two generations  
St. Andrew junior high students have used these words to  
describe the annual summer retreat for youth entering grades  
7-9: Camp Stronghold. The tradition of Stronghold is so deeply 
rooted at St. Andrew that it is not uncommon for former campers 
to now be sending their own kids off to Stronghold to experience 
a week of Christian fellowship, fun, worship, and faith enriching 

opportunities. 

The week starts off on Sunday as parents and students gather 
for the unveiling of the theme for the week and for the  
announcement of cabin assignments—two closely guarded  
secrets. In recent years, camp  
director Homer Noodleman—who 
just happens to look a lot like St.  
Andrew Youth Director, Randy 
Hausler—has greeted parents and 
students via video message  
explaining what to expect at 
camp, reminding students of what 
not to bring (cell phones and video 
games, for instance), and  
reviewing the no purpling and no 
PDA policy. (If you’re not sure 
what those are, just ask a student 
or leader!) Then, it’s on to Andy’s 
Ark and off to Stronghold Camp 
and Retreat Center in Oregon, 

Illinois. 

Along the 150 mile journey, the  
excitement continues to build.  
Students talk about the games, 
the food, and the castle, but this is 
also a chance to get closer to 

God.  

“I had heard the food was  
amazing, but I was really looking 
forward to having Jesus be more 
present in my life,” reflects 
McKenna Proud, who attended 
Stronghold for the first time. With a schedule so filled with school 
and extracurricular activities, McKenna hoped to learn ways she 
could spend more time with God. The same was true for Natalie 

Dunlap, also attending for her first time. 

At journey’s end lies Strong Castle, a magnificent ten-room  
Tudor-style manor built in the late 1920s for the Strong family. 
The castle has since been donated to a local presbytery for 
camps and conferences, but the old-world charm remains. When 
asked what he was looking forward to at Stronghold this year, 

Arie Paul replied, “The secret chapel; it’s in the castle, behind a 

bookcase.” 

As the week unfolds, the students settle into a rhythm of  
activities, inspirational talks—messages this year were from  
Philippians—worship, games, late night conversations, and daily 
quiet time. In this environment, all of the demands of day to day 
life dissipate, and God opens a space for the students to make 
new discoveries about their faith. For Spencer Schmidt-Rundell, 

this was especially true on “Waterworks Wednesday.” 

Randy Hausler explains that the name “Waterworks Wednesday” 
dates back to the days when Wednesdays were reserved for an  

afternoon excursion to a local 
water park. The name still sticks 
with the students, a nod to the 
tears that often flow night when 
students are given an opportunity 
to (re)commit their lives to Christ. 
It was at the commitment time 
this year when Spencer  
discovered how God can work 
through him to offer comfort to 
others. Seeing a friend in tears, 
Spencer offered a hug. Later, his 
friend would share that his  
gesture meant the world to her,  
communicating that God was by 
her side even in her worst times. 
These are the types of  
epiphanies that continue to fuel 
Randy’s passion for Stronghold 
and make it the greatest week of 

so many junior highers’ lives. 

But camp does not end on  
Wednesday evening. Another 
day and a half remains where 
students can reflect on the  
commitments they’ve made to 
God and can draw upon the  
support of fellow students and 

leaders before heading home and back to the distractions of  

summer.  

“We used to have the commitment time on Thursday,” Randy 
explains, “but I moved it to Wednesday because I know the last 
day of camp can be emotional, and I wanted their promises to 

God to be about their faith and not about their emotion.” 

Over the next day and a half, students vie for the cherished 
House Cup, awarded to the cleanest cabin—bribes help, but 
that’s for another story—and compete with their teams in an  
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ever-expanding series of games (Gaga Ball was the new one this 
year). On the ride home, thoughts already turn to next year and 
the opportunity to return to Stronghold. This is true for students, 
leaders, and adults like Chris Charis-Donelson (Stronghold 
camper in 1986, speaker in 1995, and adult leader in 2016). So, 

what advice do some of our Stronghold students have for others? 

“It’s fun, you can do it! Oh, and I brought ear plugs for bribes and 

they were really popular,” offers McKenna. 

“Wear dark clothes for the night games, and don’t forget  

deodorant,” says Spencer. 

“You should definitely go! It was super fun and a great  
experience to get to know God better,” reflects Chris’ daughter, 

L’Engle. 

Natalie sums it up this way, “People considering going to  
Stronghold should definitely go; no one regrets going. Go with a 
positive attitude and be brave enough to consider your faith and 

getting closer to God.” 

You never know; Stronghold might just be the greatest week of 

your life! 
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 Children, Youth, & Families 
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Vacation Bible School  
2016 

A People on the Move, VBS 2016, is now in the history books. From June 
13-17, the kids learned through Moses’ life story that sometimes God calls 
us to do things that seem completely impossible, but if we trust and obey, 
we are often surprised at what God is doing and how faithful he is. Moses’ 
response when God called him to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt 
was, “I really liked living in the desert, but when God tells you to go, you 
go. So I went!” And what an adventure it was for Moses and the Israelites.  
 

Below are just some of the pictures that capture the stories and the hearts 
of the children and leaders this week. Thanks be to God and to everyone 
who helped in any way to make this year’s VBS a success. 
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 Financials 
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Presbytery of  
East Iowa  

62% 

General  
Assembly 

22% 

Synod 
16% 

Per capita funding is how Presbyterians 
mutually share the costs of coming  
together to discern the Spirit’s leading for 
the future. The total per capita amount for 
2016 is $33. The breakdown is as follows: 

$20.63 Presbytery; $7.12 General  

Assembly; $5.25 Synod  
 

Please  remi t  $33  f o r  every  
confirmed member in your family. Thank 
you. 

Per Capita 

  
May Year to Date Annual Budget 

Annual Budget 
Percentage 

Annual Budget 
Difference 

INCOME       

PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT $70,962.12  $330,963.92  $812,500.00  40.73%  -$481,536.08 

FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME 0.00  80.00  0.00  0.00%  80.00  

INVESTMENT INCOME 413.02  2,971.14  0.00  0.00%  2,971.14  

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME 40.00  242.44  0.00  0.00%  242.44  

TOTAL INCOME 71,415.14  334,257.50  812,500.00  41.14%  -478,242.50 

       

EXPENSES       

LAND  $0.00  $1,595.00  $9,000.00  17.72%  -$7,405.00 

BUILDING  4,800.38  19,259.50  49,552.00  38.87%  -30,292.50 

UTILITIES  2,366.10  10,361.27  29,318.00  35.34%  -18,956.73 

EQUIPMENT, F & F 0.00  403.50  400.00  100.88%  3.50  

VEHICLES  0.00  656.77  3,855.00  17.04%  -3,198.23 

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN -187.23 856.00  11,875.00  7.21%  -11,019.00 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 169.99  715.11  1,650.00  43.34%  -934.89 

MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP 315.41  2,847.83  7,750.00  36.75%  -4,902.17 

MISSION  9,998.12  46,603.42  113,750.00  40.97%  -67,146.58 

MUSIC  552.38  4,270.50  11,000.00  38.82%  -6,729.50 

OFFICE EXPENSE 2,586.13  8,391.83  23,000.00  36.49%  -14,608.17 

OPERATING EXPENSES 3,512.31  14,094.11  34,671.00  40.65%  -20,576.89 

WORSHIP  0.00  2,277.62  3,126.00  72.86%  -848.38 

YOUTH MINISTRIES -1,725.97 693.06  14,900.00  4.65%  -14,206.94 

PERSONNEL  45,649.88  234,588.62  567,162.00  41.36%  -332,573.38 

TOTAL EXPENSES 68,037.50  347,614.14  881,009.00  39.46%  -533,394.86 

       

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES $3,377.64  -$13,356.64 -$68,509.00 19.50%  $55,152.36  
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 Mission, Outreach, & Support (MOS) 

MOS/AIM Adult Education Opportunity this Winter 

This coming 
winter as an 
Adult Ed  
offering, Marcia 
Murphy of AIM/
MHI will share 
highlights of an 

ecumenical conference she attended this summer in Holland, 
Michigan at Western Theological Seminary, Hope  
College. There were people from five countries in attendance, 
some of whom lectured and led meditations proclaiming God’s 
good news that those who are considered weak and vulnerable 
have a place at God’s table. But more than that Marcia learned 
that religious communities need the disabled--that they have  
something valuable to offer, without which the church will suffer. 
She heard people presenting who advocate for the right of the 
disabled be actively involved in our churches and the larger 
world. Many of the participants were temporarily-abled, and some 
had impairments: blind, deaf, some in wheelchairs. A wonderful 
prayer was spoken by a quadriplegic man in a wheelchair who 
needed an assistant to repeat his words into a microphone for 
the assembly because he could not speak well enough by  
himself. It was a profound and holy prayer. Marcia will share 
some stories and a slideshow giving her perspective of the  
conference during her talk this coming winter during the MOS 

Ministry Month. Hope to see you there! 

In April, $1,500 of St. Andrew mission funds supported  the  
compassionate work of the John Etre family in Beirut, Lebanon 
in fostering street children and tragically abandoned elderly in 
the chaos resulting from the massive immigration there of Syrian 
refugees.  The following excerpt is taken from a detailed letter of 
thanks from John who directs the work of the Agape Children’s 
Society in Beirut.  In it, John further explains a new hunger relief 
effort recently undertaken to serve Syrian refugee children and 
poor Lebanese families.  To read John’s letter in its entirety go to 
the Missions page on the St. Andrew website, at 

www.saintandrew-ic.org/ministries/mission/international. 

April 8, 2016 

Greetings of love and peace to all of you and to the congregation 

of St. Andrew Church.  

The Agape Children’s Society is a Christian NGO which was 
initially founded to work with the homeless elderly in Lebanon. 
Yet because of the huge influx of refugees from Syria to  
Lebanon (officially counted as 1.5 million but 2 million is the 

more accurate figure) who live in conditions that cannot be  
humanly expressed, we have branched out to work and help 
elevate their conditions. The needs are plenty and the resources 
are scarce. I'm sure you are following some of the news on 
American networks about their condition but no matter how 
graphic one describes these conditions in reality it is much 

worse.  

I want to thank St. Andrew for your generous and kind  
contribution of $1,500 which we received two days ago. This is 
the specific amount we will spend on securing some of the  
essential medicines especially for people with chronic diseases. 
It is so hard for us to decide who to give the medicines to for it 

seems unfair that some get help and others just sit and watch.  

I thank you so much for your love donation, and I'm sure God will 
bless you tenfold: you, your families, your children, your  

missions and your church. 

John Etre, Director, Agape Children’s Society    

St. Andrew Supports Syrian Refugee Relief        by Paul Heidger 

He has told you, O 

mortal, what is good; 

and what does the 

Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and 

to love kindness, 

and to walk  

humbly with your 

God. 
 

Micah 6:8 (NRSV) 

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/ministries/mission/international
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Guatemala 2017 

We are starting to plan and prepare 
our hearts for two more trips to San 
Juan, Guatemala in 2017.  Karna 
Wieck will be leading a small 
group March 11-18, 2017 over spring 
break, and Kathi Anderson will be 
leading a group in the summer of 
2017.  If you are interested in the 
March trip, you can email Karna 
(karnaw77@gmail.com).  We would 
like to form the spring break team 
by August 1.  To learn more about  
Impacto Ministries, click here:  
http://impactoministry.com/. 

mailto:karnaw77@gmail.com
http://impactoministry.com/
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 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

The July 2016 issue of Quiet Times with God is  
available at the North Campus or on our website. 

mailto:mpaul@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:rschuchert@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:kwieting@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:jasia.standley@gmail.com
mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:kdegrazia@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lmrabe@aol.com

