
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 17, 2017 

Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries 

We all struggle. Some days maybe more than others, but we all struggle with at least something. Struggling can be caused by things out of 

our control or, and this is especially hard to omit, because of our own fault. To actively struggle takes energy, and we can easily become 

weary. We can struggle with understanding why – why has this happened? Why did _______ do that? Why do I keep doing ______? Why, 

Lord, WHY? Sometimes we just don’t know. We are not alone. Take heart in knowing that our Lord Jesus struggled, too. The reality of 

being a disciple is to struggle together with other disciples through this journey of life. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 

crowd of witnesses, lay aside every weight, and sing which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2) Singer/Songwriter Michael Card puts it this way:  

There is a joy in the journey, 

There's a light we can love on the way. 

There is a wonder and wildness to life, 

And freedom for those who obey. 

All those who seek it shall find it, 

A pardon for all who believe. 

Hope for the hopeless and sight for the blind 

To all who've been born of the Spirit 

And who share incarnation with him; 
Who belong to eternity, stranded in time, 
And weary of struggling with sin. 
Forget not the hope 
That's before you, 
And never stop counting the cost. 
Remember the hopelessness when you were lost? 
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 

from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Amen.  (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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