
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 9, 2017 

Pastor Matt Paul 

That’s what baptism into the life of Jesus means. When we are lowered into the water, it is like the burial of Jesus; 

when we are raised up out of the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus. Each of us is raised into a light-filled world 

by our Father so that we can see where we’re going in our new grace-sovereign country. Could it be any clearer? 

Our old way of life was nailed to the cross with Christ, a decisive end to that sin-miserable life—no longer at sin’s 

every beck and call! What we believe is this: If we get included in Christ’s sin-conquering death, we also get included 

in his life-saving resurrection. (Romans 6:3b–8, The Message)  

As we celebrated Baptism of the Lord Sunday yesterday, I found myself thinking of the many baptisms I’ve performed 

over my 20+ years of ordained ministry. I thought of covenant promises made at the font, of lives washed and made 

new in Christ, and of precious little babies dressed in baptismal gowns passed down through generations. 

I also found myself thinking of those whose baptisms are now complete in death and of the hope we find in the 

waters of baptism. I once visited a parishioner who was receiving hospice care. At the time, she was suffering from a 

severe case of involuntary muscle movements that left her exhausted and in despair. Taking some water, I made the 

sign of the cross on her forehead and invited her to remember her baptism. At the touch of that water and the sound 

of those words, a peace came over her face. What a great comfort it was for her to remember that in baptism, she 

belonged to Christ. A few days later, her baptism was completed. 

Loving God, thank you for the life-giving waters of baptism! 


