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From the Leadership 

As I stand knee-high in moving boxes, I wish you and yours a blessed and bright New Year.  
 
In just a few weeks I will be among you. I am excited about the new journey we will be starting together — and I pray that the Divine 
Spirit will guide our worship, work, and witness in the days and months to come! 
 
A dear friend, knowing that I did not need another present that needed to be packed up for our move to Iowa, gave me the gift of an 
article from the New York Times instead. The column, published on Christmas Eve, was entitled “The Forgotten Radicalism of 
Jesus Christ” and was written by Peter Wehner, a senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center who has served in the last 
three Republican administrations. 
  
It didn’t sound like an author I would normally turn to for theological insight. But the more I read 
Wehner’s insights, the more his Christology and his concerns resonated with my own. Here are 
just a few snippets from his powerful article: 

     Jesus must have understood that we human beings battle with exclusion, self-
righteousness and arrogance, and have a quick trigger finger when it comes to judging 
others. Jesus knew how easily we could fall into the trap of turning “the other” — those of 
other races, ethnicities, classes, genders, and nations — into enemies. … We view 
differences as threatening; the result is we become isolated, rigid in our thinking, harsh, 
and unforgiving. 
     Jesus clearly believed that outcasts had a lot to teach the privileged and the powerful, 
including the virtues of humility and the vice of supreme certitude. Rather than seeing 
God exclusively as a moral taskmaster, Jesus understood that the weak and 
dispossessed often experience God in a different way — as a dispenser of grace, a 
source of comfort, a redeemer. ... 
     It’s easy for us to look back 20 centuries and see how religious authorities were too 
severe and unforgiving in how they treated the outcasts of their time. The wisest 
question those of us who Christians are could ask ourselves isn’t why we are so much 
more humane and enlightened than they were; rather, it is to ask ourselves who the 
modern outcasts are and whether we’re mistreating them. ... 
 

Wehner concludes with these thoughts: 
     Jesus’ teachings are so challenging, so distinct from normal human reactions, and behaviors, that we constantly have to 
renew our commitment to them. Every generation of Christians need to think through how his example applies to the times in 
which they live. We need our sensibilities to align more with his. Otherwise, we drift into self-righteousness and legalism, 
even to the point that we corrupt the very institution, the church, which was created to worship him and to love others. 
     The lesson from Jesus’ life and ministry is that understanding people’s stories and struggles requires much more time 
and effort than condemning them, but it is vastly more rewarding. And the lesson of Christmas and the incarnation … is that 
all of us were once outcasts, broken yet loved, and worth reaching out to and redeeming. 
 

 As we begin a new ministry together at the end of this month, I am committed to the tasks of trying to align my sensibilities more with 
Jesus the Christ, to opening my heart and my hands to people’s stories and struggles — both within the church and outside of it, and 
to ever-renew my commitments to Christ’s just and equitable reign — where no one is pushed aside or left behind. 
 
I hope that each of you will be willing to take that journey with me! Until we are together, I send you much peace and love! 
  
In Christ’s Mission and Ministry, 
  

 

Aligning Our Sensibilities with Jesus the Christ 

Rev. W. Robert (Rob) Martin, III 
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/24/opinion/jesus-christ-christmas-incarnation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/24/opinion/jesus-christ-christmas-incarnation.html
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From the Leadership 

 

St. Andrew's Faith Network found lots of 
ways to serve others during the Christmas 
season. When we put out a call to donate 
gifts and necessities to our neighbors for 
Christmas, the response was quick and 
overwhelming.  
 
Volunteers have paid for and shopped for 
gifts for 17 children from 6 families. 
Parents provided a wish list for each child, 
then volunteers took the list and agreed to 
spend $50 per child to purchase the items. 
  
When the Iowa City Community School 
District returned to a hybrid-learning model 
this week — the same time several inches 
of snow and cold hit — Student Family 
Advocates at the schools scurried to find 
winter gear for kids. Thanks to very 
generous financial donations, we 
purchased new snow pants and waterproof 
gloves for kids at Weber and Borlaug 
elementary schools. 
 
We have collected pajamas to donate to 
children at the Domestic Violence Shelter, 

and Reverse Advent Calendar” food 
collection boxes that were dropped off at 
pantries in Iowa City, North Liberty, and 
Coralville. 
  
We allocated funds for a $250 gift card to 
help Fareway shoppers who are a few 
dollars short at the check-out lane. [Make 

sure to read the report from Nichole 
Hoffman on this page.] 
 
Thank you for answering the call to help 
others during this season of giving. 
 
-- Heather Woodin, Director of Children's 
and Family Ministry 

The Finance Team plans to come to the 
January Session meeting with a budget 
proposal. St. Andrew is mildly in the red for 
November, but the team expects to break 
even for the year as December is 
traditionally a strong month. [See page 4 
for the Finance Team’s year-end report.] 
 
The church received news that the federal 
Paycheck Protection Program loan has 
been forgiven, and the amount of the loan 
was placed in the Session Discretionary 
Fund. 
 
For planning next year’s budget a tentative 
estimate as of mid-December is $910,000, 
$955,000 has come in as team requests so 
there is a $45,000 deficit to work with as 
the team refines the budget before 
presenting it next month.  

The Session approved the following 
funding recommendations from the 
Mission, Outreach, and Service Team: 
 CommUnity Common Fund through 

the Consultation of Religious 
Communities), $1,000. 

 The Salvation Army, $1,250. 
 Domestic Violence Intervention 

Program, $1,250. 
 Rape Victim Advocacy Program, $500. 
 Compeer, $1,000.  
 Iowa City Free Medical Clinic, $1,000. 

 Bird House Hospice, $1,000. 
 Iowa City Compassion, $500.  
 Hillcrest Family Services, $1,500. 
 4 C’s Child Care, $1,500. 
 Neighborhood Centers of Johnson 

County, $1,500.   
 North Liberty Food Pantry, $500. 
 Coralville Food Pantry, $500. 
 And $1,000 to Shelter House to help 

with repairs from the fire at their 
Fairweather Lodge, which displaced 
the six residents. 

 
The next Session meeting is scheduled for 
7 p.m. Thursday January 21, 2021.  
 
For more information about the Session, or 
for minutes of past Session meetings, visit 
http://saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/
session. 

Session Highlights from December 17, 2020         

Report on St. Andrew’s Neighborhood Giving in December 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/session
http://saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/session
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Connecting Hearts through Finances 

Our Church Finances in Numbers and Words... 

— John Benson, Finance Administrator 
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Renewing Lives through Prayer & Retreat 



 

 

Connecting Hearts through Shared Mission 

St. Andrew's Mission, Outreach, and 
Service Team invites you to four 
conversations with our mission partners in 
January. Join us on Sundays from 11 a.m. 
to noon for a Zoom meeting in which we 
will hear details of programs and activities 
with local connections, then have a 
conversation with those doing the work. 
Links for past and upcoming classes are 
provided. 
 
Jan. 3: IC Compassion: IC Compassion is 
a Christ-centered organization that 
engages culturally diverse communities 
together through hope, opportunities, and 
partnerships. Together they equip people 
at their point of need to move out of 
poverty and inspire them to be of service to 
others. Program was not recorded. 
 
Jan. 10: Iowa City Free Medical and 
Dental Clinic: The Iowa City Free Medical 
and Dental Clinic believes that access to 
affordable health care is a basic human 
necessity. FMC strives to provide the 
widest range of medical and dental 
services possible to people in the Iowa City 
area who would not otherwise have access 
to care. View the recording at http://
bit.ly/freemedicalclinic. 

Jan. 17: Andy and Nichole: Andy, Nichole, 
and their daughter Phoebe serve among 
least-reached South Asian peoples. Due to 
COVID-19 they are currently unable to 
travel to South Asia as planned, but in 
order to stay faithful to God's leading in 
their lives while they wait for visas, they 
have moved into a community in Chicago 
where there are thousands of South 
Asians. Their last name is being withheld 
because of security and safety 
concerns. Zoom link: http://bit.ly/
mission0117. 

Jan. 24: 4Cs of Johnson County: 4Cs of 
Johnson County promotes the well-being of 
young children by advocating for quality, 
affordable, and accessible childcare. The 
4Cs Team supports families and childcare 
providers through training, education, 
information, resources, and services. The 
organization's goals include: “every child 
ready for school,"  providing equity in 
education, and building up the early 
childhood workforce through robust 
training. Zoom link: http://bit.ly/
mission0124.  
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Throughout this month, St. Andrew will be 
studying Latasha Morrison's powerful 
book, Be the Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart 
for Racial Reconciliation. 
 
As Anne Kennedy writes in her review for 
Christianity Today, “As racial violence and 
division continue to overshadow the 
American experiment, the release of Be the 
Bridge seems providentially timed. 
Morrison’s work will surely strengthen 
those already engaged in the work of racial 
reconciliation and invite many more to 
enter for the first time. The book itself is an 
act of reconciliation, as Morrison reaches 
out across a seemingly insurmountable 

divide to offer hope, gospel truth, and 
practical action steps.” 
 
Discussions will be held via Zoom from 
8:30-9:30 a.m. during all five Saturdays in 
January. Zoom link: http://bit.ly/
sapcbethebridge. More than two dozen 
people took part in the first discussion, and 
the number is expected to grow. 
 
This fast-based book study is open to all 
members of the congregation and will be 
co-lead by a number of people. We hope to 
cover two chapters every week, but 
everyone is welcome, whether they have 
completed the reading or not.  

Adult Education Classes Focus on Mission for January 

Be the Bridge: A Conversation about Racial Reconciliation 

http://bit.ly/freemedicalclinic
http://bit.ly/freemedicalclinic
http://bit.ly/mission0117
http://bit.ly/mission0117
http://bit.ly/mission0124
http://bit.ly/mission0124
https://saintandrew-ic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d78b2cbd1dac552ec58795e0&id=783fd11f3e&e=b504cd4f74
https://saintandrew-ic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d78b2cbd1dac552ec58795e0&id=783fd11f3e&e=b504cd4f74
https://saintandrew-ic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d78b2cbd1dac552ec58795e0&id=d36bd50295&e=b504cd4f74
https://saintandrew-ic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d78b2cbd1dac552ec58795e0&id=d36bd50295&e=b504cd4f74
http://bit.ly/sapcbethebridge
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Renewing Lives through Giving and Outreach 



 

 

Administration/Leadership 

Pastors   

 Rev. W. Robert Martin III, Incoming Senior Pastor rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, Pastor Emeritus pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Office 
 John Benson, Finance Administrator      finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Jeff Charis-Carlson, Communications Consultant jcharisc@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Children, Youth, & Families 
 Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

  
 

Music 
 Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental 

         Ministries   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Assistant Director of Handbell 

         Ministries lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Assistant Director of Children’s 

         Vocal Ministries nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 

Non Profit 
Organization 
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Iowa City, IA 
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  MMESSENGER ESSENGER  
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

bit.ly/saintandrew-icyoutube 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 9:30 a.m. Sundays  
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