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From the Leadership 

 

“And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar 
of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night; the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of 
fire by night did not depart from before the people” – Exodus 13:21-22. 
  
Transition in the life of the church often seems like a study of the Israelites preparing to leave Egypt (Exodus 
5-13) and beginning their travels through the wilderness. All kinds of stumbling blocks get in the way. 
 
Because of the delays and the setbacks, people start to lose heart and begin to reattach to their old situation. 
Even during their journey through the wilderness, the Israelites longed to be back in good ol’ Egypt, back 
when the Pharaoh determined their schedule and tasks. 
 
But one thing remained clear: All through the journey, the Almighty God was actively involved and remained faithful to the covenant 
with the people. Through mighty signs and careful 
provisions, God cared for the Israelites along the way. 
 
Yet the people had no idea of how long the journey 
would be or what exact path they would take. 
 
St. Andrew started its most recent transitional journey 
long ago—as the congregation prepared to leave 
Melrose Avenue. Along the way, many dangers, toils, 
and snares have threatened the church’s existence. 
But we made it to the Gathering Place, and we have 
been learning to live into our new space. 
 
Together, we’ve been seeking answers to the key 
questions of any ministry in transition: 
·   Who are we? 
·   Who is God calling us to be? 
·   Who is our neighbor? 
 
Over the past two years, we have struggled with defining and redefining our heritage, our mission, and our connections to those 
outside the congregation. And as we’ve been reimagining our future, we’ve also begun expanding our understanding of what 
leadership looks like for this congregation. 
 
After a long process, St. Andrew recently received permission from the Ministers and Congregations Commission (MCC) of our 
Presbytery to form a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). Our local Nominating Team will begin the work of seeking members to the 
PNC, as soon as the team meets with a Presbytery liaison who will be appointed in January. 
 
So, our transition journey continues. We cannot yet see the end, but like the Israelites during the Exodus, we see the mighty signs 
around us and we know that God is present, faithful, and able to keep us safe. 
 
This month, please pray for wisdom for our Nominating Team and ask God to continue calling the right people to join our PNC. 
 
In Christ, 

Danie 
  
  

Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 

Interim Senior Pastor 

A Note from Pastor Danie ... 
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From the Leadership 

Session Highlights, December 19, 2019   by Patti Benson         

Session met for its 
regular monthly meeting 
on December 19, 2019. 
Pastor Danie DeBeer 
announced the 
Ministers and 
Congregations 

Commission from our area Presbytery has approved St. Andrew’s 
request to form a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). Elders 
Tim Benson and Becka Simpson were assigned to St. Andrew’s 
Nominating Team, which will begin collecting names of 
congregation members interested in serving on the PNC.  
 
The Session and the Finance Team began initial 2020 budget 
discussions. At this point, the wish list submitted by various 
church teams exceeds the projected income budget, so some 
priorities will need to be determined to trim expense costs. 
Seeking free-will donations from groups using the church building 

is one idea for supporting the increased maintenance costs being 
anticipated for 2020. Encouraging groups to sweep floors and 
empty trash cans after use of building was another suggestion.  
 
Session received the final report from Worship Task Force, with 
no action taken at this time. The report is available online at 
http://bit.ly/SAPCworshipreport. (The report from the Mission 
Task Force can be found at http://bit.ly/SAPCmissionreport.) 
 
The Sunshine Greeters are functioning well as front desk 
volunteers in the office during weekday hours, with Jeff Charis-
Carlson serving as a communications consultant. He will meet 
with the Personnel Team in January regarding perceived needs 
for a new communications staff person to fill the role of office 
administrator vacated the end of November by Sarah Dyck. 
 
The next regular Session meeting is scheduled for January 23 in 
Room 128 of 140 Gathering Place Lane. 

St. Andrew's Session meets at 7:00 pm on the Thursday following the third Tuesday of each month. We will provide Session Highlights from the previous month as 
a regular column in the Messenger. To look at meeting agendas and the minutes from any Session meeting, follow this link:  saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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Celebrating Stewardship 

Christmas in Iowa turned balmy in 2019. The weather allowed many families to enjoy the outdoors. It was easy to travel and see 
relatives.  
 
Our extended family played a rousing game of pingpong called Round Robin. With everyone running around the table at once, we filled 
the garage with cousins and in-laws competing in the game. 
 
With the passing of the New Year, I offer you an update from the Stewardship Team. Thanks to your partnership, this fall we crossed 
multiple milestones. 
 
 First: Your pledges to the “Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives” 

Capital Campaign raised $1.35 million. The campaign runs from 
September 2019 to August 2022. The first $1 million pledged pays 
our monthly mortgage over the next three years. All additional 
money received pays down principal and lowers the total cost of our 
loan. 

 
 Second: With the gifts already received for the Capital Campaign, 

we paid off the smaller of our two mortgage loans and prepaid on 
the remaining loan to bring our total debt burden down to exactly 
$4.5 million. This is big progress! (You should imagine me doing a 

happy dance right now. ) 
 
 Third: We managed to finish the Kitchen and the Multi-Purpose 

Room in 2019 without having to increase the church’s general 
budget. Our spacious and well-equipped building welcomes our 
members, their families, and many groups from the community. 

 
 Fourth: We are recruiting additional families and individuals to join us 

financially. In January, members of staff and Session will finalize the 
general budget for the coming year. The budget includes benefits and 
compensation for our talented staff, resources for in-house programs, 
and funding for outreach and partnerships beyond our walls. 

 
If you are not yet part of our Capital Campaign or the annual budget for 
2020, please join us. You can submit pledge cards in the church office. 
Alternatively, please look for donation envelopes in the pews on Sundays. 
 
Our finance administrator, John Benson, would be glad to take questions via email at finance@saintandrew-ic.org. Or you can enroll 
online at http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/give-now.  
 
The more people involved, the more fun we have had. Like playing Round Robin pingpong with my extended family, generosity is a 
rousing tradition at St. Andrew. 
 
Finally, as of December 31, we have 94 families or individuals pledging to the 2020 general budget. In back-to-back fundraising 
campaigns this year, and over the previous 10 years, you are leaders in generosity and faith. You truly give as God calls you to give, 
responding to the abundant, sacrificial gifts of Christ our Savior. What a privilege to welcome the Lord Incarnate into our midst through 
another Christmas season. 
 
On behalf of the Stewardship Team, thank you for each year, each gift, each breath. 

“With the gifts already received for 
the Capital Campaign, we paid off  

the smaller of our two mortgage loans  
and prepaid on the remaining loan  

to bring our total debt burden 
down to exactly $4.5 million. 

This is big progress!” 
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Celebrating Stewardship 

Every annual per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by free-
ing up funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2020 
is $38. —MOS Team 

Per Capita 

Our Church Finances in Numbers and Words... 



 

 

Supporting Impacto Happy Tummies          by Karna Wieck 
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Connecting Hearts Through Mission 

Let your light SHINE and be the voice of HOPE. 
 
Thank you for your support and prayers for Impacto and the children at HAPPY 
TUMMIES, an after school program in Guatemala.  This past year Impacto fed and 
ministered to more than 300 children in their programs in San Juan, Panyebar, and San 
Pedro.  It takes approximately $35/child per month to provide nutritious meals, doctor’s 
visits, medicine, salary for teachers/cooks, electricity, and water.  Many of these 
children have a hard home life, so at HAPPY TUMMIES they are shown as much of 
God’s love as possible. Most of the children only get a tortilla to eat at home, so they come in very hungry  
(especially on Monday, since they haven't had much at all to eat over the weekend).  
 

Please keep the Mendez family in 
your prayers as they lead many 
ministries for children/youth in 
Guatemala.  Recently, the entire 
Mendez family (Tony, Andrea, 
Daniel, David & Addy) led a 
weeklong Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) program. 
 
In April 2020, we will be blessed 
with a visit from Andrea and her 
parents, Pastor Luis and Dinora 
Martinez.  Mark April 18 and 19 
on your calendar (the weekend 
after Easter) with more details to 
come soon. 
 
Donations:  Consider giving a 
donation to HAPPY TUMMIES.  
Their school year is starting up 
again in this month, and we are 
trying to raise $1,750 to support 
50 children for one month.  You 
can give a donation online 

through Impacto (http://impactoministry.com) or use St. Andrew’s Alternative Gift market form.    
 
Another option is to shop online through “One Mission” and 40% of your purchase will be a donation.  One Mission has a 
variety of items, which includes customized Impacto T-shirts and sweatshirts, and a HAPPY TUMMIES mug.   
 
Here’s the link to use: https://onemission.fund/support/impacto-happy-tummies/?shopfor=184996. 
 
Want to travel to Guatemala in 2020?  The March team is making plans (check with Sue Swearingen to see if there are any 
spots left), but you are not too late to join the August team (8/1 - 8/8/2020).  Contact Karna Wieck (karnaw77@gmail.com) or 
Sue Swearingen (hawkfan1951@hotmail.com) for more information about the August trip. 
 
 

Feed the Hungry and help those in trouble, then your light will SHINE.  (Isaiah 58:10) 

https://onemission.fund/support/impacto-happy-tummies/?shopfor=184996
mailto:karnaw77@gmail.com
mailto:hawkfan1951@hotmail.com
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Connecting Hearts Through Mission 

MOS Mission of the Month:      By Paul Heidger 

Presbyterian Education Board of Pakistan 

St. Andrew welcomes back Veda Gill, the executive director of 
the Presbyterian Education Board of Pakistan (PEB), as part of 
our January Mission Month celebration. 
    
Veda will update us on progress in finishing and furnishing the 
new Boys School in Pasrur, for which the churches and 
individuals in the Presbytery of East Iowa were instrumental in 
raising construction funds. Mission funds from St. Andrew, 
together with individual contributions from members of the 
congregation, provided 12 initial scholarships last year for 
Christian boys who otherwise would not have been able to 
attend.   
 
The boys have personally penned us thank-you notes, several of 
which are posted—along with their photos—on the Missions 
Monitor in the 
Atrium. The next 
time you visit the 
Missions 
Counter, be sure 
to notice these, 
and materials 
concerning how 
to become part of 
the work and 
support of the 
Friends of PEB. 
Also on the 
monitor are 
pictures of our 
congregational 
representatives 
attending the dedication of the school, and the 20th-anniversary 
celebration of educational progress following restitution of the 
PEB  schools that were at one time nationalized.   
 
Twenty-four schools enrolling some 6,000 students from 
Kindergarten through high school now provide an outstanding 
non-sectarian education to both Christian and Muslim children. 
 
All this helps fulfill the educational and peace-building vision of 
PEB: “Transforming lives through education and community 
development enabling each person to achieve their full 
potential.” 
   
Veda Gill is visiting other congregations within our Presbytery, 
but has flexible time remaining to meet with interested 
individuals.   

Veda Gill, the executive director of 
the Presbyterian Education Board 
of Pakistan (PEB), will preach and 
lead the first of St. Andrew's Adult 
Ed Mission Month presentations 
on Sunday Jan. 12. 
  
An informal luncheon with Veda is planned 
immediately following worship on January 12. 
Arrangements may be made by contacting MOS 
through Jan Taylor (563-580-2682) or Cecilia 
Norris (319-594-2572).  
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Did you see these photos on Facebook? 
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St. Andrew Happenings 

St. Andrew Men's Retreat 
March 7, 2020  

 

Please save the date and join us for our Annual Retreat where we 
will be “Exploring Our Pilgrimage” from 9 am to 3 pm on Saturday 
March 7, 2020, at the St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Iowa City. 
If you have any questions, please contact one of us. 
 
Steering Team: 
Graham Dameron (graham3076@gmail.com) 
Peter Hatch (PLDTR5@yahoo.com) 
Paul Heidger (pmheidger@gmail.com) 
Dan Steele (dcsteele33@gmail.com) 

Bill Wittig (bill@billwittig.com) 

St. Andrew  Women's Retreat 

February 7 & 8, 2020  

Join us for the Women's Retreat where, together, we will explore 
passages from Psalm 23 and Matthew 28 to help us learn to Catch 
Our Breath. Postcards are available at the Information Center, and 
registration forms are available.  
 
If you have any questions, let us know. 
 
Steering Team:  
Annie Potter (potterbeat@gmail.com) 
Myrna Farraj (jamfarraj@me.com) 
Annette DeBeer (annettedebeer1@gmail.com) 
LeAnn Otterbein (leannotterbein@gmail.com)  
Sue Swearingen (hawkfan1951@hotmail.com)  

Save the Date! 

The Arsenal Duo in Concert 
Sunday, April 19, 2020 | 4:00 pm 

Edward Alan Moore, a former St. Andrew director of music, and 
Nathan Carterette will perform a concert of organ and piano 

duets. To read more about Arsenal Duo, follow this link:  

www.facebook.com/ArsenalDuo. 

mailto:graham3076@gmail.com
mailto:PLDTR5@yahoo.com
mailto:pmheidger@gmail.com
mailto:dcsteele33@gmail.com
mailto:pmheidger@gmail.com
mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
mailto:jamfarraj@me.com
mailto:annettedebeer1@gmail.com
mailto:leannotterbein@gmail.com
mailto:hawkfan1951@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/ArsenalDuo


 

 To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, and serving as Christ served. 
10  Messenger | January 2020 

Meet Our New Members 

We’ve had 39 people become full members of St. Andrew in 2019 by profession of faith (including 
confirmation) or letter of transfer. Over the next several issues of the Messenger, we hope to  

introduce you to some of them. Please also take time to introduce yourself if you haven’t already! 

Rose, Richard, & 

Philip Weitzel 

Brian, Michelle, & 

Pippa Jubers 

Brian and Michelle Jubers—along with 
daughter Philippa (aka Pippa)—come to the 
Iowa City area from Chicago, where they 

frequented Fourth Presbyterian Church. 

Brian is a neonatology fellow at the University 
of Iowa Children’s Hospital, and Michelle is the 
Lead National Events Coordinator for 

Guaranteed Rate.  

They were attracted to St. Andrew by the 
music and the children’s ministry, and they 

joined out of “a desire for community.” 

Rose, Richard, and Philip Weitzel moved to the Iowa 
City area from Mundelein, Illinois, where they were 
members of Kirk of the Lakes Presbyterian Church for 
42 years. They are joining their sons/brothers, David 
and Matt, who have been members of St. Andrew for 
the past few years. (Matt’s wife, Carrie Schuettpelz, 
recently joined St. Andrew as well.) 
 
While in Iowa City, Rich works remotely doing 
marketing for the engineering company he worked for 
in Chicago. Rose is enjoying some time to read, cook, 
and cheer on the Hawkeyes and Cubs after being 
“Mama Roses,” a daycare mom for 36 years. And 
Philip is enjoying his time in the program at Pathways. 
 
Besides their family connections, the three were 
attracted to St. Andrew as a “friendly, receptive, 
committed” church that serves as “an inspiration to our 
family to love and share our gifts.” 



 

 To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, and serving as Christ served. 

Messenger | January 2020  11  

Meet Our New Members 

Carrie Schuettpelz 

When Carrie Schuettpelz married St. Andrew member 
Matt Weitzel in 2018, they became the third couple to hold 
their wedding ceremony in 140 Gathering Place Lane.  
 
Carrie, who grew up attending Westminster Presbyterian 
in Cedar Rapids, teaches public policy and rhetoric at the 
University of Iowa. She comes to the Iowa City area from 
teaching for two years at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and from seven years in Washington D.C., 
where she worked as a homelessness policy advisor for 
the Obama Administration. 
 
She and Matt are excited to start a family and to become 
more active in church life.  
 
“I really appreciate the mission-driven work the church 
does and the social justice messages and activities,” 
Carrie wrote. “Everyone I've met so far has been really 
welcoming.” 

Maria & Ryan Story 

Maria and Ryan Story have attended St Andrew since 
early 2011—both raised Methodist coming from their 
home churches in Georgia and Illinois. 
 
Maria, an internal medicine physician, is a nephrology 
fellow at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics. 
Ryan is working as an engineer at Collins Aerospace in 
Cedar Rapids. In their spare time, they enjoy cooking 
and reading together, as well as flying Ryan’s homebuilt 
airplane, a Rans S-20 Raven. 
 
The couple began attending St. Andrew because the 
location on Melrose Avenue was convenient. But they 
continued to attend because of the casual atmosphere, 
the welcoming people, and the strong commitment to 
service and outreach in the community. 
 
They’ve wanted to become members of a church for a 
long time but were unsure where life would take them at 
the end of Maria’s residency. After living in Ankeny while 
Ryan was attending Iowa State University for his studies 
in Engineering, they searched for jobs throughout the 
country and ended back in Iowa City. 
 

“It was the right time to join St. Andrew,” Maria wrote.  
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

 The members of the Fellowship Team want to extend their thanks 
to everyone who provided cookies or otherwise helped with Bump 
Elliott's memorial reception.  

 The team also would like to thank everyone who helped with last 
month’s Cocoa and Carols event. 

Thank You! 
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