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Luke 9:57-62 offers us fascinating stories. Jesus had a way of bringing  
people back to reality! 

Someone said to Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And we don’t 
hear if Jesus’ answer was so straight forward, and without promise, that the 
“someone” was turned away. “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 

And Jesus invited someone, “Follow me.” This one wanted to be left out until 
he had the opportunity to bury his father. And yet another offered to follow 
Jesus after he had the opportunity to greet his family. 

And maybe this is where Jesus cuts to the bone. “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). This is where Jesus gets most of us, is it not? 

I will follow you, wherever … Let me go and bury my father. Let me greet my family before I come. What 
is the excuse you offer when you hear Jesus invites you to follow Him – now? What is the excuse we  
offer to not do it – now? 

Are we fit for the kingdom of God? Or are we would-be followers? 
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A Note from Pastor Danie 

photo by Jan Waterhouse 

Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 

Interim Senior Pastor 

Would-Be Followers of Jesus... 

Luke 9:57-62 
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From the Comment Cards 

 St. Andrew Happenings 

Annual Report Information 
Due January 4 

If you have joined the church in the 
past year or have not had your photo 
updated for the InDirectory in the last 

year or two, this event is for you! 

Jim and Wanda Halverson have, again, 
graciously offered to take photos for 
the St. Andrew InDirectory. They will be 
available in room 128 on Sunday, January 13 from 8:30 am-11:00 am. 
No appointment necessary, just show up and smile! 

Photo Opportunity January 13 

I appreciate how the seasons of the church year give us the  
opportunity to be intentional, again and again, about turning back 
towards God with our time and attention and priority. Advent is my 
favorite season. 

David Meyer’s singing and poetry reading was joyful and brought 
me to tears. So glad he was back among us. 

60 years at St. Andrew...feel blessed by the influence of  
St. Andrew in my relationship with Christ. 

Thanks to everyone at St. Andrew who share God’s word  
in so many ways. We especially personally appreciate  

all the opportunities to share in mission work and  
all the youth ministries. 

Praise God for this day and this time! 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Where I’ve seen God at St. Andrew: Through the gifts of several 
members who helped us achieve our dream of having a family. 

St. Andrew Author Event 

If you received an email from Sarah on November 30  
regarding the 2018 Annual Report, that means you were  
identified as a ministry leader in the church either due to your 
connection to a team/committee or because of other work you 
have done through St. Andrew in 2018. The Annual Report will 
be presented at the Annual General Meeting on February 10, 
2019. In order for Sarah to have time to compile all the infor-
mation, she is requesting that you send her your team's/
committee's/ministry's report NO  LATER THAN JANUARY 4. 

  

You can view last year's report on our website at saintandrew-
ic.org/news/annual-report. If you have any questions, please 
contact Sarah via email (sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org) or by 
calling 319/338.7523. 

Cross + Roads Epiphany Event 
for All Ages January 6 

The term epiphany 
comes from a Greek 
word meaning 
"appearance," 
"manifestation," or 
"revelation" and is  

commonly linked with the visit of the Wise Men (Magi) to the Christ 
child (Matthew 2:1-12). We will celebrate Epiphany at 9:45 am  
Sunday, January 6, in the Atrium with activities and Epiphany hymns. 
Join us for a casual time of fun and fellowship for all ages. 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/news/annual-report
http://saintandrew-ic.org/news/annual-report
mailto:sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org
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Guatemala 2019 

Back by Popular Demand: Trivia Night Fundraiser for 

Our Guatemala Teams! 
TRIVIA NIGHT Guatemala  
fundraiser on January 12, from 
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm in the Hub! The 
cost is $100 per team (max six 
individuals) or $15 per person who 
will be assigned to a team. 
 

Desserts and Mulligans available 
for purchase that night! Contact 
any member of the March Team, 
including Kathi Anderson 
(mainekids@mchsi.com), Sue 
Swearingen 
(hawkfan1951@hotmail.com), or 
Mary Hausler (mary.hausler@gmail.com) with one name from your team, and let us know if you need childcare. Come enjoy some 
WARM competition and fellowship for a GREAT cause! 

You Can Travel to Guatemala Summer 2019  

This is the second of two mission trips planned for 2019. 
The team, led by Sue Swearingen, will be in Guatemala 
from July 27-August 3. Families are welcome as long as 
children are at least 10 years old. We praise God for  
Impacto Ministries, our ongoing relationship with them, and 
the beautiful people of Guatemala who remind us that God 
is SO GOOD! For more information, contact Sue at 
319/530.4554 or hawkfan1951@hotmail.com).  

mailto:mainekids@mchsi.com
mailto:hawkfan1951@hotmail.com
mailto:mary.hausler@gmail.com
mailto:hawkfan1951@hotmail.com


 

 To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

  Messenger | January 2019   5 

Adult Education + Mission, Outreach, & Service 

What’s Next for Adult Ed @ St. Andrew? 

Adult Education @ St. Andrew kicks off the new year with two 4-week classes designed to 

help us turn away from crass commercialism of American culture and focus, instead, on the 

various mission and ministry opportunities available in our homes, our neighborhoods,  

and across the globe. 

“Holiday Detox: Welcoming Christ After the 
Modern-Day Madness” 
Now that Christmas trees have been put away and all the holiday goodies eaten, 
Elder Bethany Lagani will lead a 4-week discussion on ways we can positively  
impact our community after the decadence of the “traditional” American holiday. 
(When: January 13, 20, 27, & February 3. Where: Room 128) 

“Serving Christ Locally and Globally” 
St. Andrew’s Mission, Outreach, and Service Team is offering a series of presentations by St. Andrew members on their mission  
experiences as well as by community members informing us how to get involved in the Johnson County area. (When: January 13, 20, 
27, & February 3. Where: Multi-Purpose Room (MPR)) 

January 13: Teresa Stecker, Director of Iowa City Compassion, will discuss new  

opportunities for supporting those in need, particularly local immigrant communities. 
 

 

January 20: Having recently visited Pakistan, St. Andrew members Amy Nicholson and 

Paul Heidger will speak on the connections between the Presbytery of East Iowa and the 
Pasrur Christian Boys’ School. 
 

 

January 27: Crissy Canganelli, Executive Director of Shelter 

House, will discuss her organization's ongoing mission to provide 
safe shelter and help people improve the quality of their lives as  
they move beyond homelessness. 

February 3: St. Andrew Guatemala 
Team. Since 2015, more than 100 St. 

Andrew members and friends have made 
the 5,200 mile round-trip journey between 
Iowa City and the Lake Atitlán region of  
Guatemala to serve with Impacto  
Ministries. That number is set to  
increase with teams scheduled to  
travel this spring and summer. 

All classes will be held on Sundays between worship services. 

Amy Nicholson in Pakistan 
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Cover Story 

The New Year is here. The 
blessings of the Christmas  
season are fresh in my 
mind, and my New Year’s 
resolutions have been  
transcribed in my favorite 
journal later to be reflected 
upon at the conclusion  
of another year! What an 
ambitious list I have with 
the promise of a new  
year which includes  

immediately starting my career post-graduation after attaining a 
long-held dream in less than four years! So many momentous 
transitions are on the horizon, yet upon deeper reflection, I’ve 
come to realize these transitions are not new beginnings, but 

rather a continuation of my path guided by God’s steadfastness. 

When thoughtfully contemplating my resolutions, I look back at 
previous years’ resolutions, how many resolutions that get check 
marks, and how many continue to be passed to another year’s 
list. The time spent in this end-of-year annual ritual allots me 
time to remember how blessed I have been each year to NOT 
get to all the items on my list. By not getting to all of my  
resolutions, this means I have let God into my life and released 
controlling all situations. How easy is it to think, at the promise of 
a New Year, that we can foresee how each day will play out to 
complete all of the resolutions? This difficult lesson to not strictly 
focus on the resolutions has afforded me a life richer in  

much-needed humility, perseverance, passion, hope, and faith. 

Six and a half years ago a new chapter of my life was set in  
motion by several life-changing decisions made by others. I went 
through a divorce, and my seven-year contract with the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) expired, unfortunately, without the 
option to renew it. I felt absolute loss and despair; what was I to 
do next? I was not of faith and felt even more so that there was 
no God who loved me but favored others. Yet unbeknown to me 
at the time, God had a different plan and all I needed to do was 
“show up”. It wasn’t easy. Two months after having lost my job, I 
packed, and said goodbye to all my family and friends in  
California to move to Iowa City to go back to school...at the 
young age of 42. I headed out on this new adventure on  
December 24! This was the first time I ever spent the Christmas 

season without my family. 

I started the doctoral program at the University of Iowa in the 
Civil and Environmental Engineering program. During my first 
spring in Iowa, I attended a Divorce Care class and knew there 
was a large hole that needed to be filled. I searched for a church 

to attend, and after my first time at St. Andrew in May 2015, I 
knew I was home. My spiritual journey began with the help of, 
honestly, an entire congregation who became my family. Who 
knew I needed to move to Iowa to find myself and purpose? I 
soon began volunteering on various committees and ministries 
which brought me so much fulfillment and purpose outside of my 
coursework and research. But my most treasured experience 
came in May 2017 when I knew it was time to proclaim my faith 
and be baptized when my parents came to Iowa to visit me on 

their 50th wedding anniversary road trip.  

As I contemplate my 2019 New Year’s resolutions after having 
finished my PhD, signed my contract as permanent, full-time 
research hydrologist back with the USGS, and purchased my 
first home in Bismarck, North Dakota, it feels bittersweet! I am 
blessed to continue working on national research closely related 
to my dissertation. Yet I have come to love and cherish every 
encounter with those at St. Andrew, at the University, and my 

community.  

Looking back at my journey over the past six and a half years, I 
now know without conviction this has always been His plan for 
me, and I showed up each day to fulfill it. It is easy to get mired 
down once more in feeling such loss as I pack to leave Iowa. But 
as I shared before, this is not a new beginning, but a  

continuation of God’s steadfastness in my life and sojourn path. 

Following God by Showing Up       by Nancy Barth 

Dr. Nancy Barth 
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Upcoming Retreats 

Make a Joyful Noise at the 2019 Women’s Retreat! 

Speaking Truth to Power: Lessons from the Book of Daniel 

Women of St. Andrew, save the date 
for the upcoming Women’s Retreat to 
be held Friday evening, February 8 
and all day Saturday, February 9. 
Invite your friends, family, and  
neighbors to join you. Questions? 
Contact Annie Potter at  
potterbeat@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
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Children’s and Family Ministries 

Our first School’s Out Day Camp on November 16 was a great way to meet 
children from the community, and we’re looking forward to the next day 
camp on Monday, January 21. In November, we welcomed 13 children in 
1st-6th grade, all of whom live at Pheasant Ridge and attend Weber  
Elementary School. In addition, 12 children with St. Andrew connections 

and about 30 volunteers were here for part or all of the day. 

The camp, coordinated by the Children’s Ministry Team, has a very specific 
target audience: We are working with the Student Family Advocates to 
reach the families in greatest need of safe and enriching opportunities for 
their children. This may help parents avoid taking unpaid time off work,  
having to pay for childcare, or leaving school-aged children home alone. 
We also want to ensure that the children participating are able to enjoy their 
day off by spending time in a safe and caring environment where they will get hot meals, engage in fun and educational programming, 

and make connections with volunteers from our community and St. Andrew. 

We had many great volunteers in November. We are especially grateful to: 

 Sarah Brakke for coordinating the event 

 Rick Graf for driving the church shuttlebus, allowing us to provide transportation to and from the     

       camp for the Pheasant Ridge kids 

 Peter Hatch for sharing the excitement of his electric train set 

 Pastor Kyle Otterbein for rousing warm-up exercises 

 John Sellers for leading relay games 

 Cher Wirth for organizing the lunch 

 Toni Van Voorhis for showing kids how to make dream catchers 

 Jamie Tanas for sharing the wonders of science 

 Bliss Yoga studio for a mellow hour of yoga moves 

 University of Iowa medical students, who passed around models of internal organs and showed   

            how stethoscopes work 

 

As we dive into this community outreach endeavor, every day camp session will teach us a little more.  
Based on what we learned the first time around, here’s what’s in store for January 21:  

 In order to aim for the best experience for everyone and to help foster relationships, attendance at the January camp will be  

limited to students who are referred to us through staff at Weber, Horn, and Borlaug Elementary Schools, as well as St. Andrew 
children who can be here while their parents are volunteering.  

 Food! Lots of food! We will serve a big breakfast, heavy lunch, and hearty afternoon snack.  

 We’ll break the kids into smaller groups for each activity. This will allow us to get to know them better and offer more options for 
each time slot during the day. 

 We’ll ask volunteers to commit to a specific time slot. We need to know how many helpers we’ll have for each segment of the 

day. 

A sign-up sheet for volunteers, with specific needs and time slots, is in the Atrium.  We need volunteers who can: 

 Lead hands-on activities that engage children. Do you have an interesting hobby or fascinating job? Join us! 

 Help prepare, serve, and clean up breakfast, lunch, or afternoon snack. 

 Be a helper, such as sitting at a lunch table or chatting informally with kids while they work on an art project.   

For more information about School’s Out Day Camp, contact Heather Woodin at hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org or call the church  

office, 319/338.7523. 

School’s Out Day Camp Update and Future 

mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
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Music Ministries 

Hosts Sought for Luther College Choir Event—January 31 

St. Andrew will be hosting the 2019 Dorian Choral Invitational led by Luther  
College, and we are seeking people to help with dinner and overnight stays for the 
70 voice Nordic Choir. Four area high school choirs have been selected to work 
with the Luther College choral faculty and Nordic Choir, the top-touring choir. If 
you are interested in hosting two or more college students overnight, or can help 
out with the dinner, please contact Matthew Penning, mpenning@saintandrew-

ic.org. 

Unique Opportunity for Ministry Immersion at St. Andrew 

Are you open to new experiences and new  
cultures? Do you have an extra room in your home? Miss 
having young people in your home? St. Andrew is teaming 
up with former director of music Shelly Moorman-Stahlman, 
professor of music at Lebanon Valley College in Pennsylva-
nia, to provide a ministry immersion experience for 10 Bra-
zilian young adults between February 12 and July 2. These 
students will spend a month at Lebanon Valley College, 
then travel to Iowa City to be immersed in ministry at St. 

Andrew, specifically learning more about music ministry and  
congregational life, and gaining the training they need to 
lead others in Brazil. There are opportunities for more than 
providing a bed including helping with rides while in Iowa 
City, offering unique experiences, or just building  

relationships with brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Questions? Talk to Matthew Penning,  
mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org, or Heather Woodin, 

hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. 

mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
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Youth Ministries 

With Christmas over, it is time to begin thinking about what the New 

Year will bring! The month of January brings a lot of fantastic things in 

BASIC (Brothers and Sisters in Christ) and ETC (Eternally Trusting Christ). 

 

New Beginnin
gs 

our language 

We’ll spend January looking at Spiritual Gifts.We’ll spend January looking at Spiritual Gifts.  

Also, over the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday weekend, we will be taking a COMBINED Also, over the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday weekend, we will be taking a COMBINED   

BASIC/ETC ski trip to Sundown Mountain Ski Resort in Dubuque. BASIC/ETC ski trip to Sundown Mountain Ski Resort in Dubuque.   

So, be watching for information on how to sign up!So, be watching for information on how to sign up!  

Our Bible study topics for January include...Our Bible study topics for January include...  
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 Financials 

We want to thank all of you who contributed your $37 in per capita to provide funding for mission in 
2018! Every dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church, freeing up Mission, Outreach, and 

Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate will be $38 in 2019.  —MOS Team 

Income and Expense 
      Actual  
     2018 

   Budget 
  2018 

   Actual  
   2017    Our general budget is better     

   than breakeven; and lots  
   better than our 2018 budget.  
   Recall, though, that this does  
   not include the building loan 
   payments. Still--it's good! 

General Fund November     Year-to-Date     Year-to-Date     Year-to-Date 

Income  64,286 803,292 797,500 763,223 

Expenses -63,074 -784,878 -840,450 -728,765 

  1,212 18,414 -42,950 34,458 

      

Breakdown of Expense Categories:         

Personnel 43,366 471,130 529,063 413,656 

 

Mission 9,000 104,501 111,696 86,340 

Premises 6,577 80,190 125,479 53,410 

Ministries 1,073 41,508 44,376 26,615 

Other 3,058 87,549 2,268 148,744 

Expenses 63,074 784,878 840,450 728,765 

 Pledging Update 

 30 Days After Pledge Commitment Sunday, Here's Where We Stood:       

 December of 2017 (30 days after):  129 Pledges for $609,423     

 December of 2018 (30 days after):  141 Pledges for $619,769     

 That's an increase so far of $10,346 (1.7%).      

 We will measure it again 45 days after Pledge Commitment Sunday, and then start the budget process.  

 We will do our budget in January - working with staff and key teams to put the budget together. 

 Meanwhile: Stewardship Team will gear up a new capital campaign.   See our past giving history below: 

        

      Pledges   
   Loan payments are $350,352/  
   year. For perspective, the prior    
   capital campaigns (see, left)  
   averaged about $583,334/yr.   
   Fewer members/givers today.  

Capital Campaign History 3 Year Total Per Year 

 2016-2019  With Our Eyes on Christ 1,390,008         463,336  

 2013-2016 Our Journey With Christ 2,307,254         769,085  

 2008-2011 1st Capital Campaign 1,553,382         517,794  
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

St. Andrew's Session generally meets at 7:00 pm on the third  
Thursday of most months. To look at the minutes from any Session 

meeting, follow this link (saintandrew-ic.org/about/session). 

Inclement Weather Policy 

Church activity  
cancellations for 

winter weather-
related reasons 
do not always 
align with the 
Iowa City  
Community 

School District 
closures. Any  

decision to cancel 
church-related programs or 

meetings will be made by noon on the day of the 
event. Decisions to cancel Sunday worship will 
be made by 6:00 am. Any closure or cancellation 
will be posted on the church website, Facebook 
page, and KCRG. 

mailto:ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:pastormwm@gmail.com
mailto:finance@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:arpch01@gmail.com
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
http://saintandrew-ic.org/welcome/cancellations-delays
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewic.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewic.org/
https://www.kcrg.com/weather/closings/

