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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

 A NOTE from Pastor Matt 

Pastor Matt holding up the Gathering Place Lane 
street sign for the Camp Cardinal property. 

God’s GPS 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Here’s a trivia question for you: What is the earliest recorded biblical use of a GPS? 
You saw that right, biblical use of a GPS. {Cue the Jeopardy theme.} Hint: think Old 

Testament. Still don’t have it? Check out Exodus 13:17-22. 

Okay, so it wasn’t exactly a GPS as we know it, but God did use a godly positioning 
system to direct the people’s path from Egypt to the Promised Land. Since LED  
technology was years away, God gave the people a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 
of fire by night to show the way. It was a simple, visible, and powerful sign that God 
was guiding them. But regardless of how clear the sign was, it still required the  
people to trust that God had the proper coordinates each day for a journey that would 
last for forty years through a desolate wilderness. As we know, their trust wasn’t  

perfect but God’s guidance was true. 

Let’s keep this in mind as we welcome the New Year and contemplate the journey 
ahead—our last months in our historic location, the transitional period, and the move 
to Gathering Place Lane (hopefully in about eleven months). 2016 promises to be 

quite the journey, but with God’s GPS guiding us, we’ll make it. 

Godspeed, 

In light of recent changes to the Book of Order regarding the definition 
of marriage, our congregation—like many others throughout our  
denomination—has begun some complicated discussions about how 
best to live out the gospel’s message in a far-from-perfect world. Some 
of us believe the Bible forbids all same-gender sexual relationships. 
Others believe there is sufficient evidence that the Scriptural  
prohibitions are aimed at practices that can be meaningfully  

distinguished from modern-day same-gender covenantal unions. 

Since this summer, St. Andrew’s Session has been looking into a way 
forward for the congregation. A way that acknowledges how  
conversations about LGBT issues in the church can be fraught with 
anxiety. A way that welcomes members into the discussion from  
wherever point they are coming from. The Session found a possible 
framework for that third-way in the 2014 book A Letter to My  
Congregation, by Ken Wilson, an evangelical pastor from Ann Arbor, 

Michigan. 

The bulk of the fall semester for Adult Education has focused on  

reading through Wilson’s book and discussing what it would mean for 
St. Andrew to live out this third-way approach. The conversation will 
continue in the spring with a study of the 2015 book, What Does the 
Bible Really Teach about Homosexuality, by Kevin DeYoung, a  
Presbyterian Church in America (formerly Reformed Church) pastor 
from East Lansing, Michigan. We will be reading DeYoung’s book—the 
approach of which is from a more traditional perspective—in  

conversation with Wilson’s third-way approach. 

In the meantime, a small group of elders began meeting in December 
to discuss how this conversation about a third-way may require  
changes in St. Andrew policy and practice. The Book of Order now 
leaves it to individual congregations to decide whether they will allow a 
same-sex marriage ceremony to be held in their building and to  
individual pastors as to whether they will official at such a ceremony. 
No specific proposals have yet been brought to the Session, but the 
Session members will consider any such proposed changes prayerfully, 
in light of their own study of scripture and in context with the  

conversations they’ve had with other members of the congregation. 

 The Third Way & Next Steps      by Jeff Charis-Carlson 



 

 

Baptisms 
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Anthony Benseman Lozama, son of  
Lindsey Dierks Lozama and  Anthony  
Lozama, December 27. 

For it was you who  
formed my inward  
parts, you knit me  

together in my  
mother’s womb. I praise 
you, for I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made.  
I know that full well. 

 
 

—Psalm 139:13-14 

 Other Upcoming Events 

What People are Saying on  
Connection Cards 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

 Community Happenings 

 

Thank you! You 

have made my 

days easier! 

It is good to 

be guided in 

prayer! 

 

Willem Paul will be holding his Eagle 
Scout Court of Honor to celebrate his 
advancement to the rank of Eagle Scout, 
the highest rank the Boy Scouts of  
America can offer. The Court will be held 
on Saturday, January 9, 2016 at  
3:30 pm at St. Andrew. Everyone is  
invited to attend. 

Eagle Scout Court of Honor 

Births 
 

Brinley Ione DeReus  was born to  
Benjamin and  Kelsie DeReus on  
December 21. 

Thank You! 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who  
contributed to the Mitten Tree, 
Gifts for Parents, Project Holiday,  
Operation Backpack, Girl Scout 
blessing bags, and baby items for 
the Crisis Center.  
 

Your generosity is just one of the  
ways we are the body of Christ,  
living in Christ’s love and serving 
as Christ served. 

Emerging as a tight, faithful, 

and spiritual congregation 

following our transition to a 

new church building will 

make me sing! 
Great music! 

 The 2015 Annual Report is right around the corner. Please have your reports sent 
to Sarah in the office by Friday, January 8. Thank you! Distribution of reports will 
be on  Sunday, January 31. 

 

 Cross+Roads, Sunday, January 10 
 

 One Spirit membership classes, January 17 & 24. Contact Pastor Kyle for details 
(kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org). 

 

 Martin Luther King Day, Monday, January 18 (church office closed) 
 

  Meeting, Saturday, January 23 (see page 4) 
 

 Church Book Sale, Sunday, January 31 
 

 Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, February 10. Worship at  
7:00 am, noon, and 5:30 pm 

mailto:kotterbeing@saintandrew-ic.org
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Deacons   Access & Inclusive Mission 
 

The purpose of Casseroles on Call is to  
provide casseroles to St. Andrew members 
or their family / friends when there is a 
need. The casserole freezer is located in the 
bump area off the Fellowship Hall.   
Anyone can access a casserole when  
needed. The supply is monitored, and the 
congregation is notified when more are 
needed. NOW IS THE TIME!! Please  
consider donating an extra casserole when 
you are cooking this holiday season. Be 
sure to attach a label of contents and  
heating directions. 
 

We have identified a problem with our  
freezer. It is frosting up within two months of  
defrosting. If a St. Andrew member with  
expertise in this area could check the  
freezer and perhaps repair it, it would be 
very helpful. Or perhaps someone has a 
freezer that could be donated to the program 
if our current freezer can’t be fixed. We  
appreciate everyone’s support of this vital 
program. 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

CD for Comfort and Healing 

To offer comfort and healing for those afflicted with mental illness, St. Andrew member Marcia Murphy conceived the idea of a music 
CD for such a purpose. Furthering this Mental Health Initiatives [MHI] vision, Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries,  
welcomed the idea, and with the additional collaboration of Kristen DeGrazia and Lora Morgan Dunham, a beautiful music CD was 
recorded consisting of vocals and piano. 
 

The title of the music CD is “Be Still.” This is a music companion to the devotional, More God, 
Less Psychiatric Illness, available for at www.hopeforrecovery.com/for-healing/. The 
music selected gives a small taste of the variety of musical styles found within the wor-
ship life at St. Andrew. Most of the hymns and songs are found in Lift Up Your Hearts, 
the hymnal most utilized in our weekly wor- s h i p  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  d i s c  
begins and ends with texts that echo the words of the psalmist and of God himself to 
be still (Psalm 46) and to wait upon the Lord (Psalm 42) for rest and renewal 
(Psalms 23 & 51). Tracks 2-9 follow the shape of the seasons of the church year 
from Advent to Pentecost. Other songs included offer prayers for guidance and the 
assurance of who God is and how he calls us into relationship with him through Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Marcia’s vision is that through a distribution to churches, chaplains, counselors, and individuals 
in the local and Synod area this CD will bring hope, healing, and comfort for those who have suffered the 
effects of psychiatric disorders. May they experience through this music a vital connection to our Almighty God who is the 
life-giving Spirit and person who lovingly cares for them with deep compassion and wants them whole. 
 

Limited copies are also available in the church office. You may reserve a copy by emailing or calling Matthew  

Penning, Director of Music Ministries at mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org, 319/338.7523. 

St. Andrew will be hosting  an informal  
interdenominational gathering for all 
religious communities on Saturday, 
January 23 from 9:00 am to 10:30 am 
in Fellowship Hall. 
 

The purpose of the gathering is to 
continue the conversation inspired by 
the Rev. Dr. Timothy Little at our  

October workshop. Attendance at the October event is not required for you to  
participate this month. Please feel free to join us! Unfortunately, Dr. Little will not be 
able to join us this time, but we hope to move forward with his vision so that: 

 
 All are welcomed into the fellowship of God’s  

community, 
 We can become aware of the unique needs of  

persons with disabilities, 
 We can break down the barriers, 
 And celebrate the unique gifts of all person. 

Caring Ministries 

http://www.hopeforrecovery.com/for-healing/
mailto:mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org


 

 

Preschool Playgroup 
 

A new play group for babies, toddlers and preschoolers and their parents or caregivers 
meets from 9:30 to 11:00 am Mondays twice a month. The next gathering will be January 4. 
The group meets in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome.  The play group is free and  
pre-registration is not required. For more details, talk to Heather or email 
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. 
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 Children, Youth & Families 

Safety Training this Winter 
 

The Children’s Ministry Team will be sponsoring a course for certification in adult and  
pediatric CPR and First Aid this winter.  Certification requires completion of an online  
training course that takes about 6 hours at your convenience, plus an in-person training 
session that lasts 2-3 hours.  The course is open to everyone.  The cost will be covered for 
those who are volunteers in Children’s and Family Ministry programs at St. Andrew.  For 
those who are not volunteers in those programs, the cost will be about $25. Watch for more 
details soon. 

January CROSS+ROADS 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

Cross+Roads is back on Sunday, January 10. As you may recall, Cross+Roads is when 
our entire congregation comes together to learn and grow in faith,  
intergenerationally. There is no  regular Sunday School on that day, (except for  the  
Caterpillars and Butterflies classes). Instead, people of all ages will gather in the   
Sanctuary from 9:45 to 10:00 for singing and announcements, then everyone can choose 
one of several 45-minute mini-workshops or activities. Workshops will include parenting/
family communications, hymns with chimes, food prep for Free Lunch  
Program. More details will be available soon. 

O God, from my youth you have taught me, 
and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.  

 

—Psalm 71:17 

mailto:hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
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 Cover Story 

Mateo: Gift of God 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

For those of you who haven’t yet had the privilege, we want you to meet 
Mateo. His story is one of miracles and the abundance of God’s grace. Kathi 
Anderson, Mateo’s mom, took time to write down his story. As you read it, look 
for the ways in which Mateo’s adoption is very much like our adoption as God’s 
children, broken and yet made whole again.  

T h e  
A n d e r s o n 
family does 
not just  
believe in 
miracles, we 
DEPEND on 

them! The first miracle of our story was 
that a timid, nervous, uneducated  
Mexican/Guatemalan illegal immigrant 
followed her “mother’s intuition” that 
something was wrong and went to the 
doctor for one prenatal visit late in her 
pregnancy. She did so, despite the 
fact that she spoke no English, rarely 
left her small basement apartment, 
and was terrified of deportation. The 
second miracle was that a large  
defect, a congenital diaphragmatic 
hernia (hole in the diaphragm), was 
detected in the baby – a condition 
incompatible with life at this size if not 
immediately put on life support at 
birth. The third miracle came when 
this mother of three living children – 
two left back in Mexico with extended 
family – agreed to allow the medical 
team to transport her to Iowa City when it 
was closer to her due date so that her son 
could have a chance, albeit small, of  

survival.  

At 38 weeks gestation, Mateo (in English, 
Matthew, “Gift of God”) was born and  
immediately put on a ventilator to support 
his one small, underdeveloped lung. His 
stomach, liver, and intestine had migrated 
into his left chest cavity through the hole, 
and his heart was pushed out of place. 
After about a week, the team of pediatric 
surgeons was able to relocate his organs 
into the abdominal cavity. But Mateo’s 
struggles were far from over. He had two 

more major surgeries in the next month to 
remove intestine that had deteriorated 
from poor circulation and to remove a 

large abscess.  

At six weeks old, he was finally stable 
enough to be transferred out of the most 
intensive part of the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU). I was walking down the 
hall when one of the nurse practitioners 
caught me and said, “Kathi, have you met 

Mateo yet? He just came over from Bay 1, 
had a diaphragmatic hernia and  
necrology, but needs YOU now! He’s in 
there awake, so go see him.” That’s all I 
knew, but looking back, that’s all I needed 

to know.  

Have you ever had one of those moments 
when the hairs on the back of your neck 
stand up, you can’t breathe, and all you 
can think is WHAT IS GOING ON 
HERE??? I can confidently report it had 
only happened to me three other times in 
my life: the moments I met Mike,  
Samantha, and Garth! In the crib laid the 
most orange, rather sickly looking infant 

with WILD black hair and the darkest eyes 
I’ve ever seen that were staring right into 
mine. I swear those eyes were 
(figuratively) SCREAMING, “Will you be 
my mommy?” I startled myself by  
speaking out loud, “Yes, of course I will!” 
It wasn’t many weeks later when  
unbeknownst to me, neonatologist and 
small group member, Glenda Rabe, told 
Mike she had seen me holding a baby in 

the NICU, and she thought to her-
self, “She’s going to take that baby 
home.” Mike responded with, “I 

know.” 

Mike and I had always planned to 
adopt. I’m adopted, my brother’s 
adopted, and this was just part of 
our plan once we got settled back in 
the Midwest where our families were 
and Mike got tenure at the  
University of Iowa. OUR plan was to 
adopt a 4-6 year old with cerebral 
palsy, Spina Bifida, or a genetic 
disorder – probably a child that had 
been bounced around through the 
foster care system for years and 

needed a forever home. We had already 
started the foster care/adoption licensing 
process which takes about a year to  
complete when I met Mateo on July 5, 
2010. Sometimes God’s plans aren’t OUR 

plans… 

At five months old, it was determined that 
Mateo was stable enough to go home…
but where? His parents did not come to 
learn how to take care of him and the 
Department of Human Services (DHS) 
had determined that his home was not a 
safe environment for a medically fragile 
child. Because we were not yet licensed, 
he could not come to us, so Mateo went 

continued on page 10 



 

 

The Peacemaking Quilt, created to celebrate Christian peacemakers in every corner of 
our world, will soon be leaving us and traveling on to another church committed to  
bridging peace among people. Take one final look at the delicate work created by the 
Reverend Susan Barnes with material from churches in our presbytery that signed the  
Commitment to Peacemaking. Hunt for people of all ages, all colors, animals, food, 
shelter, birds, and medical symbols: all an important part of peacemaking.  
 

Susan says, “The reason Christian peacemakers have the courage to create, keep up, 
and cross bridges is Jesus Christ. Jesus bridged the gap between Judahites and  
Samaritans, Romans and Israelites, rich and poor, country people and city people.  
Jesus bridged the distance between us and them, between the first century and our 
twenty-first century. He healed old people and young people, men and women, his own 
people and foreigners. He showed his disciples, the crowds, the religious leaders, and 
the political leaders that their normal isn’t God’s normal. He shows us that our normal 
isn’t God’s normal either. God’s normal is shalom, eirene, peace. We still don’t have 
that kind of peace in the world, but we can work toward it by creating, keeping up, and  
crossing bridges because Jesus Christ is our peace.” 
 

May each of us be a peacemaker - working to bridge the distances between peoples - 
just as Jesus showed us with his example on this earth. 

Traveling Peacemaking Quilt 
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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

MOS October 2015  

Consent Agenda Summary 

 Allocation from benevolence funds of up to $250 to cover 
remaining expenses of the recent AIM Disabilities  

Workshop.   

 Point of information and vital concern:  Reduction this 
year, and loss next year of football parking revenues for 
mission.  MOS and the Men’s Fellowship are proactively 
working to ease the impact during this transition year  
upon those individuals and agencies who have received 

support from the Men’s Fellowship parking funds 

 As detailed in the 2014 Annual Report, pp. 54 and 55, the 
7% of the General Fund budgeted for benevolence  and 
allocated to MOS was $67,576.  MOS received  
additional funds from designated congregational giving to 

mission.    

 We also respectfully request Session’s update on  
thinking concerning the incorporation of a benevolence 
component within future capital campaigns that may be 

conducted to finance construction of our new building.  

Many St. Andrew families have 
used the Presbyterian Mission 
Yearbook for Prayer and Study 
as a daily resource for learning 
about and praying for our local, 
national and world mission, and 
the work of our mission  
c o - w o r k e r s .  O w i n g  t o  
increased publication costs 
which would make it prohibitive 

for MOS to continue to provide gratis copies to those families 
wishing to have a copy, the Presbyterian Mission Agency has 
elected to offer the Yearbook, online, at a future, newly  
reorganized Mission Agency website.  

  

However, the current Mission Agency website offers daily  
readings from the Yearbook.  Go to  the following, 
www.presbyterianmission.org/,   then click on the red arrow 
under “Connect” which reads:  “Today’s Reading in the  

Presbyterian Mission Yearbook.”  

Presbyterian Mission  

Yearbook Update for 2016 

Mission, Outreach, and Support 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/
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 Financials 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

 
November  2015    Year to Date  Annual Budget 

Annual Budget 
Percentage 

Annual Budget  
Difference 

 INCOME      

 PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT $66,608.40  $789,983.32  $943,553.00  83.72%  -$153,569.68 

 FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME 65.00  790.00  750.00  105.33%  40.00  

 INVESTMENT INCOME 656.43  4,116.81  750.00  548.91%  3,366.81  

 MISCELLANEOUS INCOME 0.00  0.00  500.00  0.00%  -500.00 

      

 TOTAL INCOME 67,329.83  794,890.13  945,553.00  84.07%  -150,662.87 

      

 EXPENSES      

 LAND $129.80  $5,729.60  $9,600.00  59.68%  -$3,870.40 

 BUILDING 5,506.68  56,294.24  70,655.00  79.67%  -14,360.76 

 UTILITIES 2,210.45  26,054.62  34,018.00  76.59%  -7,963.38 

 EQUIPMENT, F & F 0.00  233.19  400.00  58.30%  -166.81 

 VEHICLES 1,271.61  5,139.36  3,851.00  133.46%  1,288.36  

 CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN 989.83  6,479.26  11,875.00  54.56%  -5,395.74 

 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 179.36  1,183.02  1,600.00  73.94%  -416.98 

 MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP 439.48  6,167.92  7,750.00  79.59%  -1,582.08 

 MISSION 9,426.18  111,239.20  132,378.00  84.03%  -21,138.80 

 MUSIC 824.64  8,276.12  10,750.00  76.99%  -2,473.88 

 OFFICE EXPENSE 1,834.76  19,735.27  23,500.00  83.98%  -3,764.73 

 OPERATING EXPENSES 3,258.31  38,419.04  44,595.00  86.15%  -6,175.96 

 WORSHIP 0.00  2,652.70  3,000.00  88.42%  -347.30 

 YOUTH MINISTRIES 556.55  10,733.27  14,860.00  72.23%  -4,126.73 

 PERSONNEL 45,624.32  476,555.84  576,721.00  82.63%  -100,165.16 

      

 TOTAL EXPENSES 72,251.97  774,892.65  945,553.00  81.95%  -170,660.35 

 EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES -$4,922.14 $19,997.48  $0.00  0.00%  $19,997.48  

There’s still time to turn in your 2016 pledge to the office. Your commitment will assist our budget 
team in planning for this coming year. If you need a pledge card, they can be found at the  

Welcome Table in the Narthex and in the church office. Questions? Contact Rebecca Schuchert, 
Finance Administrator, at rschuchert@saintandrew-ic.org or 319/338.7523. 

mailto:rschuchert@saintandrew-ic.org


 

 

GroupMester  2016 Begins Ends 

Winter GroupMester  Sunday, January 3  Saturday, March 5 

Small Group Sabbath Month  March  

Spring GroupMester  Sunday, April 3  Saturday, June 4 

Small Group Sabbath Month   June  

Optional Summer GroupMester  Sunday, July 3  Saturday, August 27 
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Small groups meet on a trimester schedule called GroupMesters. Here is our calendar for this school year:  If you want to be contacted 
about small groups, please call the church office at 319/338.7523 or mark your Connection Card on Sunday in worship.  

Small Groups 

Prayer Ministry 
Happy New Year, 2016.  With so much that is sad and  
disheartening around our country and the world, it was refreshing 
to be around children over the recent holidays. I am reminded 
that sometimes children have to be very patient with we adults! 
Children can be very smart but also innocent because most 
aren’t yet tarnished by the things of this world. Think about it; 
when you tell a child about a good friend of yours, they might 
ask, “Does he collect butterflies?” “Can he skateboard?” “Can 
she whistle?” “Is she afraid of snakes?” 
 

While adults think about buying a house they want to know how 
much it costs and how much square footage it has, a child 
might ask, “does it have an attic?” “Can we get a dog; how 
about a rabbit?” 

 

When a child speaks about talking to God, they are likely to say, 
“I just told Jesus you needed help, and he said OK!”! An adult 
has to think it over and then find the right words and the right 
time. 
 

When we are around children we are soon aware that anything  
children touch is suddenly fresh and natural, full of color and 
warmth.  Grown-ups just aren’t that way; we’ve lived long enough 
to worry and fret about making a living or the world situation or 
other things. While we can work toward being a beacon of light 
for our children or grandchildren, sometimes it is the child who 
leads us! God places us in families so we can learn from each 
other. 
 

God reassures us that we must be child-like and trust him to lead 
us and care for us. In this new  year of 2016, let us all listen to 
the voice of the Spirit, and like Jesus, we will respond with  
compassion and with joy and our burden will be lightened.  
 

 Be joyful always; pray continually, give thanks in all  
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

March 4 and 5, 
2016 are the dates 
of this year’s  
S t .  A n d r e w  
Women’s retreat.  
We will open the 
book of John to 
s t u d y  J e s u s ’  
encounter with the 
Samaritan Woman 
at the well.  Local 
art historian Dr. Shana  
Stuart will enhance our 
experience with this 
scripture by sharing insights into paintings depicting this amazing 
story.  Registration forms are now available at the Information 
desk in the church narthex.  The cost of the retreat is $10.  For 
more information contact Denise Schmitz at 319/350.0499 or by 

email at  denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com. 

        Jesus & the Samaritan Woman at  

        the Well by Guercino 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

 Relationships 

And let us consider how to provoke 
one another to love and good deeds, 
not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you  
see the Day approaching. 
 

—Hebrews 10:24-25 

Come to the Well 

tel:319-350-0499
mailto:denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com
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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

Cover Story continued from page 6 

to a foster home in  
Hiawatha. This foster 
mom, Jan, had had over 
50 babies in her care 
over the years, always 
with the goal of reuniting 
them with their biological 

parents.  

Jan came to the hospital 
almost every day during a 
time when acid reflux 
sent Mateo back to the  
University of Iowa  
Hospitals and Clinics 

(UIHC). She did not have any interest in adoption but felt like she 

knew enough to know that Mateo was supposed to be our child!  

Jan encouraged me to visit Mateo at her home once he was  
discharged, and it just so happened that Sam and Garth had a 
soccer tournament only a few miles from her home just a few 
days after he returned there. Mateo was sound asleep in Jan’s 
arms when we arrived, and she asked if I wanted to hold him. 
We sat there for awhile exchanging small talk with Sam and 
Garth started to get pretty ancy. Finally Jan said, “Go ahead and 
wake him up!” All I had to say was, “Mateo wake up! I have some  
people you might want to meet!” I SO WISH I had had a video 
camera to record miracle number …. well, I’ve lost track! His 
eyes came open with a look of calm recognition when he saw 
me, but when he turned to look at Sam and Garth, he sat straight 
up – a skill I had not yet observed from him – and went back and 
forth from one face to the other! The boy was SO EXCITED to 

meet what would become his brother and sister!  

Fast forward to June 30, 2011 when Mateo came home to live 
with us…Many of our volunteer activities such as coaching, 
teaching Sunday school, and extra curricular events were  

replaced with welcoming nurses into our home 40 hours per 
week, frequent medical visits, and trips to the store for more  
diapers, medications, etc. He didn’t get to go many places on a 
regular basis except to church, where our friends would forgive 
us for saying, “back off!” But what an incredibly blessed journey 
it’s been! On March 16, 2012, we celebrated the official adoption 
of Mateo Christian Anderson, and on March 18, 2012, we  

celebrated his baptism with our St. Andrew family!  

Now here we are, 4 ½ years later with our “Child of God” who 
keeps us hopping and brings more joy to our lives than we could 
ever have 
imagined! His 
first sounds 
once he had 
enough lung 
capacity to 
spare were 
f a m i l i a r 
hymns such 
as my mom’s  
f a v o r i t e , 
“Come Thou 
Fount.” It’s 
really hard to 
be in a bad 
mood after a 
poor night of 
sleep due to 
oxygen and feeding tube alarms going off every few hours when 
the first thing you hear from his room in the morning is the  
Doxology!  Grandma’s gift of a robe and stoll last Christmas has 
been worn at least daily, and it is not uncommon to get a 30+ 
minute sermon every afternoon after school! And who could ever 
complain when their child’s heroes in life include Pastor Kyle and 

Pastor Matt? 
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 Session Highlights 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

Construction work continues on the site 
since the November 15 groundbreaking 
ceremony. Final grading and compacting 
for the building footprint have been  
completed. 260 geo piers are being 
drilled and filled with compacted, crushed 
rock as this is being written. Each geo 
pier is 24” in diameter and 8 to 10' deep. 
Footers will then be poured on top of the 
piers. But, we are waiting for final permit 
approvals from the city before footers can 
happen. Approvals are expected soon, 
but the delays have been frustrating, and 
if delayed much further, it could begin  
effecting overall schedule. Obviously, 
weather is a major factor for the next two 
months, but site work will continue as is 

possible. 

Long delivery construction materials are 
being ordered by the subcontractors so 
that above ground building work can 

begin as soon as possible in the Spring. 
Our schedule continues to be for building 
completion nominally at the end of 2016. 
Final construction scheduling is being 
worked and more will be known in a  

couple months (weather is a factor). 

With all of the subcontracts in place for 
the entire construction project, we can 

now determine the final cost of the  
project. That cost in this first round was  
$12.89 million, still higher than the $12.02 
million project budget approved by  
Session in November. The Building Team 
has been working with Apex, the general 
contractor, and Elevate, the architect, 
considering many opportunities to  
address the cost overrun through value 
engineering and/or deferring certain work 
while maintaining the current scope. To 
this point, the Building Team has  
recommended choices that have gotten 

us to within $75,000 of the approved 
budget, or within less than 1%.  
More opportunities will be considered for 

further reductions. 

The Finance Team is working on funding 
strategies, and they wi l l  be  

communicating these plans separately. 

Of note is that a contract is nearing  
completion with a developer for the  
property north of us. Our involvement is 
to continue the road on our property to 
provide access to this new facility. This 
extension is included in the above costs. 
The contract would provide a revenue to 
the church of $30,000. Any  
agreement with the developer would be 
subject to congregational and Presbytery 

approval. 
 

— Jack Prall, for the CCBT 

 Camp Cardinal Building Team Update 

Special Session Meeting, October 7, 2015 
Session received a report of the Camp Cardinal Building Team (CCBT) pertaining to bids for site grading and building pad preparation 

at Camp Cardinal. Upon recommendation from the CCBT, Session approved a bid from Neuzil and Son for the work. 

Session Meeting, October 22, 2015 
The following actions were taken:  

 Bill and Linda Wallace were received into membership by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian Church, Hastings, Michigan. 

 After reviewing a list of proposed subcontract recommendations for construction of the new building, Session authorized CCBT  
to proceed with the recommendations from the builder, pending the outcome of an upcoming meeting between CCBT and the 

builder. 

 Session authorized a contract with Larry Dean, independent consultant, to provide consulting services for the 2016-2019 capital 

campaign. 

 Session discussed impressions of the Third Way adult education classes—based on the book, A Letter to My Congregation, by 

Ken Wilson. 
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 Staff 

Church activity cancellations for winter-weather-related 
reasons do not always align with the Iowa City  
Community School District (ICCSD) closure. 
 

Any decision to cancel scheduled church programs 
and/or meetings will be made by noon on the day of 
the event. Decisions to cancel Sunday worship will be 
made by 6:00 am. Any closure or cancellation will be 
posted on the church website, Facebook page, KCRG, 
and the church voicemail. 

Inclement  
Weather Policy 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
1300 Melrose Avenue, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 
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