Good Friday

April 14, 2017 | 7:00 pm
This service is a version of the ancient Stations of the Cross, taking the form of a service of Tenebrae.
Tenebrae is the Latin word which means shadow or darkness.
Tonight, worshipers are given the opportunity to meditate on the darkness of the last steps of Jesus through
scripture, prayer, silence, hymns, and the gradual extinguishing of candles.
Finally, the central Christ Candle will be hidden,
symbolizing the apparent victory of the forces of evil at the time of the death of Jesus.
Then, a loud sound is heard symbolizing the sealing of the tomb
and the earthquake at the time of Christ’s death.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS
Handbell Prelude: The Road to Jerusalem

by William Gross

Scripture: Isaiah 52:13-53:8
Reading: The way of the cross is also the way to life; this a real Christian should never forget. (from Prayers)
*Sung Prayer: Psalm 116: I Love the Lord

red hymnal, #819

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal)
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison.
*Please rise in body or in spirit.

-Matthew 26:30

1. Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane
Scripture: Matthew 26:30-46
Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane red hymnal, #161
stanza 1 only

2. Jesus Betrayed by Judas
Scripture: John 18:1-11
Choral Response: Why? by Michael Card
Why did it have to be a friend
who chose to betray the Lord?
and why did he use a kiss to show them,
that's not what a kiss is for?
Only a friend can betray a friend,
a stranger has nothing to gain.
and only a friend comes close enough
to ever cause so much pain.
Why did it have to be a thorny crown place upon his head?
It should have been a royal one,
made of jewels and gold instead.
It had to be a crown of thorns,
because in this world that we live,
all that would seek to love a thorn is all the world has to give.
Why did it have to be a heavy cross he was made to bear?
and why did they nail His feet and hands; His love would have held him there.
It was a cross for on a cross, a thief was supposed to pay.
and Jesus had come into the world to steal every heart away.
Yes, Jesus had come into the world to steal every heart away.

3. Jesus Condemned by the Sanhedrin
Scripture: John 18:12-14
Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane red hymnal, #161
stanza 2 only

4. Jesus Denied by Peter
Scripture: John 18:15-27
Poem: Judas, Peter by Luci Shaw, from Polishing the Petoskey Stone
because we are all
betrayers, taking
silver and eating
body and blood and asking
(guilty) is it I and hearing
him say yes
it would be simple for us all
to rush out
and hang ourselves
but if we find grace
to cry and wait
after the voice of morning
has crowed in our ears
clearly enough
to break our hearts
he will be there
to ask us each again
do you love me?
© 2003, Regent College Publishing, Vancouver.
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5. Jesus Condemned by the People
Scripture: John 18:28-40
Hymn: Ah, Holy Jesus red hymnal, #172

stanzas 1-2 only

6. Jesus Crowned with Thorns and Clothed in Purple
Scripture: John 19:1-16
Hymn: To Mock Your Reign, O Dearest Lord red hymnal, #162

7. Jesus Carries the Cross
Scripture: John 19:16b-17
Reading
Lord, here is your Cross!
Your Cross! As if it were your cross!
You had no cross and you came to get ours,
and all through your life,
and along the way to Calvary, you took upon you,
one by one,
the sins of the world.
You have to go forward,
And bend,
And suffer.
The Cross must be carried.
Lord, you walk on silently; is it true, then, that there is a time for speaking and a time for silence?
Is it true that there is a time for struggling and another for the silent bearing of our sins
and the sins of the world?
Lord, I would rather fight the Cross; to bear it is hard. The more I progress,
and the more I see the evil in the world, the heavier is the Cross on my shoulders.
Lord, help me to understand that the most generous deed is nothing unless it is also silently
redemptive.
And since you want for me this long way of the Cross,
At the dawning of each day, help me to set forth. (from Prayers)

8. Jesus Assisted by Simon of Cyrene
Scripture: Luke 23:26
Hymn: Ah, Holy Jesus red hymnal, #172

stanzas 3-4 only

9. Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem
Scripture: Luke 23:27-28
Reading
They weep.
They sob.
It’s easy to understand if you see
what men have done to him.
And they are helpless, they cannot interfere,
So they weep, they weep in pity.
Lord, you have seen them, you have heard them.
But you said: “Weep first for your sins.”
To pity your sufferings and the sufferings of the world I manage very well, Lord,
But to weep for my own sins, that’s another matter.
I’d as lief bemoan those of others.
It’s easier.
I’m well up on that; the whole world passes every day before my tribunal.
I’ve found plenty of guilt: in politics, economics, slums, alcohol, movies, industry.
I see it in many people: in laissez-faire Christians, in priests who don’t understand a thing,
and in many others, Lord, many others.
Lord, teach me that I am a sinner. (from Prayers)

Response: Kyrie eleison!

sing three times

10. Jesus Is Crucified
Scripture: John 19:17b-24
Choral Response | Thy Will Be Done by Craig Courtney
Our cup was filled with darkness.
Our cup was filled with death.
Christ took our cup and drank it, and gave us life,
and gave us hope, gave us himself.
My Father, let this cup pass from me;
yet not my will, O Lord, yet not my will,
but Thine be done.
In blackest night we hear him in dark Gethsemane.
Pleading with the Father for one more way,
for one more hope, for one more day.
Then they took our Savior, and let him to a tree;
and there they broke his body, poured out his life,
put him to death to rise again!
-based on Matthew 26:36-42

11. Jesus Speaks to the Thief
Scripture: Luke 23:39-43
Reading: “In-Group”
No one
ran up
and shook
Christ’s hand.
The only others
with that kind
of inclination
Had theirs
nailed down
too.

-Lionel Kearns, The Penguin Book of Canadian Verse

12. Jesus Speaks to His Mother
Scripture: John 19:25-27
Reading:
Lord, I pity your poor mother.
She follows,
She follows you,
She follows mankind on its Way of the Cross.
She walks in the crowd, unknown,
but she doesn’t take her eyes off you.
Every gesture of yours, every sigh, every blow dealt to you,
every wound, pierces her heart.
She knows your sufferings,
She suffers your sufferings. (from Prayers)

13. Jesus Dies on the Cross
Scripture: John 19:28-30
Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane
stanza 3 only

red hymnal, #161

14. Jesus Is Buried
Scripture: Isaiah 53:9-12; John 19:38-42
Handbell Response | Pie Jesu from Requiem
by Andrew Lloyd Webber, setting by Douglas E. Wagner
Silence
The Christ Candle is hidden
Depart in silence
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