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Listening at the Foot  
of the Cross 



This evening’s worship is a service of Tenebrae. Tenebrae is the Latin word which means shadow or darkness.  
Tonight, worshipers are given the opportunity to meditate on the darkness of the last steps of Jesus through  

scripture, prayer, silence, music, artwork, and the gradual extinguishing of candles.  
Finally, the central Christ Candle will be hidden,  

symbolizing the apparent victory of the forces of evil at the time of the death of Jesus.  
Then, a loud sound is heard symbolizing the sealing of the tomb  

and the earthquake at the time of Christ’s death.



GATHERING 
Prelude | Via Dolorosa (The Way of the Cross)     by Billy Sprague and Niles Borop 

*Call to Worship | from Isaiah 53:1, 4-5, NRSV  
Who has believed what we have heard? 
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; 
yet we account him stricken, struck down by God and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
and by his bruises we are healed. 

*Prayer of the Day
Almighty God,  
look with mercy on your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed  
and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on the cross;  
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

*Gathering Hymn | O Sacred Head, Now Wounded     red hymnal, #168 

Introduction to the Service 
My God, my God, why . . . did he have to be forsaken? 
My God, my God, why . . . did he have to die? 
Tonight we will prayerfully ask these questions. 
Tonight we will prayerfully listen for answers. 
We will listen for the answers at the foot of the cross. 
We will listen to the words Jesus speaks. 
We will listen to these words of raw honesty. 
We will listen to these words that gush forth in grace. 
We will listen. . . . 

Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison. 
*Please rise in body or in spirit.



LISTENING AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS 

The First Word 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 

Readings: Luke 23:32-33; Psalm 22:16-18; Luke 23:34 

Prayer 
Let us pray, 
Before we hear of your death, and the world going into deep darkness,  
take away all the darkness from our lives, from our souls, from our consciences.  
Take away all that has offended you, and all that has hurt others.  
In your mercy, hear our prayer . . . 

Silence 

Handbell Response | Ah, Holy Jesus     setting by Sandra Eithun 
meditate on the text found at #172 in the red hymnal 

The Second Word 
Today, you will be with me in Paradise. 

Readings: Luke 23:35-39; Psalm 22:6-8; Luke 23:39-43 

Prayer 
Let us pray, 
Lord Jesus Christ, remember us when you come into your kingdom.  
Remember us, not for our impressive accomplishments,  
nor for the virtues we occasionally display.  
Remember us as one of the criminal community who hung at your side.  
Remember us as those in need of your mercy and grace.  
In your mercy, hear our prayer . . . 

Silence 

Choral Response | What Wondrous Love Is This      setting by Matthew Penning 
meditate on the text found at #164 in the red hymnal 



The Third Word 
Behold your son, behold your mother. 

Readings: John 19:25; Psalm 22:9-11; John 19:26-27 

Prayer 
Let us pray, 
O blessed Savior, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary,  
as you cared for your family then, continue to care for your family now,  
for all our brothers and sisters who live in fear or in hunger or in need.  
Grant us the compassion to love as you love.  
In your mercy, hear our prayer. . . 

Silence 

Congregational Response | Beneath the Cross of Jesus     #825 

The Fourth Word 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Readings: Matthew 27:45; Psalm 22:1-2; Matthew 27:46 

Prayer 
Let us pray, 
Holy God, you always hear our cries and listen to our sorrows.  
And so we pause to absorb this moment of utter agony  
when you closed your ears to your Son;  
this moment when he was forsaken, so that we might not be;  
this moment when he was abandoned when we deserved to be.  
We pause, and we pray . . . 

Silence 



Handbell Response | Dies Irae (Day of Wrath)     by Michael J. Glasgow 
Have, have ye no regard, all ye 
Who pass this way, to pity Me, 
Who am a man of misery? 
A man both bruis’d, and broke, and one 
Who suffers not here for mine own 
But for my friends’ transgression? 
Ah! Sion’s Daughters, do not fear 
The Cross, the Cords, the Nails, the Spear, 
The Myrrh, the Gall, the Vinegar; 
For Christ, your loving Saviour, hath 
Drunk up the wine of God’s fierce wrath; 
Only there’s left a little froth, 
Less for to taste, than for to shew 
What bitter cups had been your due, 
Had He not drank them up for you. 
  -Robert Herrick (1591-1674) 

Dies Irae is based on three traditional melodies - Dies Irae (Day of Wrath), Stabat Mater (There Stood the 
Mother Grieving), and PASSION HYMN (O Sacred Head, Now Wounded) - that are woven together in a tapestry of 
sound and emotion depicting the deep anguish felt by Jesus and those who stood by in disbelief. 

The Fifth Word 
I thirst. 

Readings: John 19:28; Psalm 22:14-15; John 19:29 

Prayer 
Let us pray, 
O blessed Savior,  
whose lips were dry and whose throat was parched,  
grant us the water of life.  
For all of us who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
may we taste of your love and mercy now and evermore . . . 

Silence 

Congregational Response | When I Survey the Wondrous Cross     #175 



The Sixth Word 
It is finished. 

Readings: John 19:30; Psalm 22:29 

Prayer 
Let us pray, 
Lord Jesus, you finished the work you were sent to do.  
Now enable us, by your Holy Spirit, to be faithful to our call to follow you.  
In your mercy, hear our prayer . . . 

Silence 

Congregational Response | Oh, to See the Dawn     #177 

The Seventh Word 
Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. 

Reading: Luke 23:44-46 

Silence 

Choral Response | Last Words (Tenebrae)     by Andrew Peterson 

The Christ Candle is hidden 

Depart in Silence 
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David Duys, Karen Raynor, readers 
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