
 

 

 

We Gather in the Presence of the Risen Savior 

 

Prelude | A Jubilant Song      by Judy Phillips 
                            I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’ - Psalm 122:1 
                  
Welcome + Announcements   
 
Candle Lighting | (8:30) Dave, Michelle, Katelynn, and Isaac DeGroot  
                              (11:00) Mike, Kathi, Samantha, Garth, and Mateo Anderson 
 
Unison Prayer 
       Dear God, Through your Spirit you spoke to prophets, and the people prayed and waited for a 

Messiah to come. Through your Spirit you spoke to Mary and Joseph, and they responded and  
waited for their child to be born. Through your Spirit, speak to each of us that we may feel your  
presence and know your will in our Advent waiting this year. Amen.     

    
*Gathering Hymn | Soon and Very Soon      red hymnal, #482 

 

 

Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison 
*Please rise in body or in spirit 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 27, 2016 l 8:30 am + 11:00 am 



 

We Seek Renewal in God’s Presence 

 

*Call to Confession  
      Advent is a season of waiting ─ a waiting that is anything but passive. As we prepare to make room for  
      Christ to dwell within us, we acknowledge our own sin, which stands in the way of living the fullness of life  
      God promises in Christ. Let us be truthful with God, in the presence of one another. Let us give God the  
      gift of our honest and humble confession. 

 

Silence for personal confession 

 

*Prayer of Confession 

      God of angel songs and hidden miracles, break forth into our world, for we are in need of your  
      presence. We have lost patience and misplaced hope, our waiting has become wandering.  
      Forgive us. God of heavenly choruses and humble beginnings, break forth into our hearts. Let us  
      know a peace that calms unrealistic expectations of what this season should be. Let us see with  
      new perspective what is truly important. Let love grow and fill us with your amazing grace and  
      abundant joy. In the name of the Child of Bethlehem. Amen.  
     

*Words of Assurance 
     “Comfort, O comfort my people, says our God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has  
     served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her  
     sins.” Friends, believe the good news! In the grace and love of God, we are forgiven.  

    

*The Peace | time of greeting 
      The peace of Christ be with you always. 

      And also with you. 
 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Epistle Lesson | Romans 13:11-14      Bible, pg. 923 
      The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Lesson | Matthew 24:36-44      Bible, pg. 806 
      The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
Time for Young Disciples | Kyle Otterbein 
Parents who would like to have their children (3 year old - Kindergarten) participate in Children’s Time are welcome to  
accompany their children downstairs during the Congregational Hymn. Children will be brought back to the Sanctuary  
during the Sending Hymn. 

 

Congregational Hymn | Salaam/Peace      red hymnal, #298 
                                        Stanza 1: soloist only                        2-3: All 
   

Old Testament Lesson | Isaiah 2:1-5      Bible, pg. 550 

 

      The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
Message | The Wait List      Rev. Dr. Matt Paul 



 

 

Responding to the Word 

 

Worship with Tithes and Offerings 
      Prayer requests may be written on a prayer card and placed in the offering plate. 

 

 Offertory | Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence      setting by Kenneth T. Kosche 
                                           

 *Offertory Response | Doxology      
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God, all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

      *Prayer of Dedication 

 
 

Prayers of the People + The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

Sending 

 

*Sending Hymn | Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence      red hymnal, #821 
    

*Charge + Blessing 
 

If you desire a personal time of prayer, we’re here to pray with you and for you. Please join a prayer partner by  
the baptismal font at the front of the Sanctuary immediately following the worship service. 

 

Today’s Worship Participants 
 

Rev. Dr. Matt Paul + Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Pastors 
Matthew Penning, Director of Music 
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Music 
Woodwind Ensemble 

(8:30) Ted Potter; (11:00) Myrna Farraj, worship leaders 



 

Announcements 

 

Welcome! We are happy to have you here with us today. If you would like more information about St. Andrew, 
please indicate your interest on the Connection Card. Join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments between  

services; this is a wonderful way to meet the St. Andrew family. 

 

Families with children and infants are welcomed in our worship services. Worship materials for children are  

available on the bookshelves outside the Sanctuary. 

 

Infant and toddler care (up to age 2) is provided downstairs in the Nursery. Children’s Time, for ages 3 years 

through Kindergarten, also is downstairs.  

 

Connection Cards are one way we can extend welcome and hospitality to our guests while also helping us       
consider steps we can take in the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ. We ask each person to fill out the card  
and place it in the offering plate. Members, once your contact information is correct, you only need to write your 

name. You may also drop your card off at the Welcome Center. As my next step today, I will . . .  

 

 Make space each day this week to be still and wait upon the Lord, sharing my deepest yearnings for the  
world with God. 

 Pick up an Advent devotional ─ look for them outside the office. 
 Light an Advent candle at home and continue reflecting on the Scripture passages with my household. 
 Make my own personal ‘wait list’ and share it with a loved one. 

 

Prayer Requests may be written on a blue Prayer Request Card and placed in the offering plate or in the Prayer 
Request Box by the office door. You may indicate that you would like your prayer shared with the congregation  
during worship, or only shared with the Pastors and Prayer Ministry. Need more? A Stephen Minister is a trained 
member that provides high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care and support during times of need, grief, and 
crisis. If you know someone who might need a friend during a life transition, please contact one of the pastors or  
the Stephen Ministry referrals coordinators Graham Dameron (319/337.9270 or graham3076@gmail.com) or  

Mary Beth Ross (319/338.0082 or iawoodsunrise@gmail.com). 

 

The flowers this morning are from the Walter and Amy Sparks family. 

 

One of the wonderful community outreach activities the St. Andrew Deacons help with each year is the Gifts  
for Parents event hosted by St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, which will be held on Saturday, December 3. 
Please consider donating new or gently-used items appropriate for children to give to adults. For more information, 
please contact Ted Potter (319/337.4653 or thelawlibrarian@gmail.com) or Beckie Hudson (319/331.7598 or  
beckiehudson@gmail.com). Ted and Beckie have brought a box to collect your items today, and in the coming 
week please contact either of them for the best way to pass on your gifts. A detailed flier is also available on the 
table next to the shelf of Bibles. Due to space limitations here at the North Campus, please do not bring gifts to the 

church. Thank you! 

 

Please join Pastor Matt Paul in a course on Reformed worship in a post-Christian context. The class will be held 
on Sunday evenings from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm from December 4 to February 19, 2017. For additional details,  
please consult the course hand-out which can be found on the credenza outside the office.  Pastor Matt is also 

available for your questions. 
 
 


