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From the Leadership 

 

Later this month, St. Andrew will introduce a new ministry tool for encouraging community and 
connection: the St. Andrew App for our mobile devices!  
 
The St. Andrew App will be a “central point of connection” for the many ministries, activities, and events 
of our vibrant community of faith. The app will act as a way to engage with our mission, connect with our 
ministry partners, discover new opportunities, and take steps of faith. You might call it “communion 
digitalized!” 
 
On a world-changing night so many centuries ago, the Word (who was God) “became flesh and 
dwelt among us.” Salvation, compassion, and life became concrete, particular, present—Real!—in 
the person of Jesus. The life of faith flourishes when we keep it rooted in the actual, day-by-day lives 
we are living, when we keep it concrete and particular: staying close to Jesus Christ in today’s fear of 
failure, today’s zit on the forehead, today’s awkward conversation with a friend, today’s 
attempt to craft the bid, or write the report, or inspire the student.  
 
Faith ebbs away when framed in the abstract, the general, impersonal. 
 
So is there any way to experience genuine communion in our digitalized world? Does our 
fixation with the virtual world—X-boxes and PS4s, tablets and smart phones, Facebook 
and Instagram—prevent us from experiencing genuine companionship, friendship, and 
community? The cultural evidence is not encouraging: more and more people are 
experiencing disconnection, loneliness, and isolation.  
 
So how will a St. Andrew App help us connect? It will provide “a one-stop shop” where 
we (and our guests!) can learn about all of the things happening at St. Andrew. Once you 
download the app, you won’t have to wonder where to learn about a church event, where 
to direct a prayer request, where to make contact with a leader, or how to make a 
connection. You will be able to go to the app!  
 
In the St. Andrew App, you will be able to learn about upcoming events, sign up for 
activities, pass on a prayer request, stream a worship service, fill out a connection card, 
and so much more. And the app will allow you to receive reminders when your important 
events, dates, and commitments are coming up. It is our hope that this tool will encourage connection with the real people 
and events that make up the particular and personal, everyday and real life of our church! We look forward to introducing it 
to you soon. 
 
The St. Andrew App will also be integrated with our new online giving tool: Pushpay. Pushpay will allows guests and 
members alike to make contributions and gifts directly through their mobile devices. With the St. Andrew App, online giving 
will be a simple and clear action taking less than a minute to complete. Another benefit of the Pushpay tool will be the 
capability of making payments for ministry events like mission trips, Stronghold and Pittsburgh Project, Vacation Bible 
School, and other events where registration fees are collected.   
 
The rollout of the new app will be coming in late February, and we will introduce how to easily download and install the app 
at that time. 
 

Rev. Kyle Otterbein  

Associate Pastor 

A Note from Pastor Kyle ... 
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Session Highlights, January 16, 2020  by Jeff Charis-Carlson  

During its January 16 meeting, St. 
Andrew’s Session approved a balanced 
$960,000 budget for the 2020 calendar 
year. Details of that budget will be posted 
as part of St. Andrew’s Annual Report and 
will be discussed  during the February 9 
Congregational Meeting.  
 
The Finance Team reported an estimated 
$36,000 surplus from the 2019 budget. 
Session voted to use about half of that 
money to cover the remaining expenses 
from last year’s renovation of the Multi-
Purpose Room and to bank the other half 
to cover expected expenses from the 
search for a new pastor.  
 
Session also approved a Master Plan for 

Land Use that includes options, plans, or 
strategies for:  
 Parking Expansion.  
 An Outdoor Chapel.. 
 A Memorial Garden. 
 A Walking Path. 
 An Orchard.  
 Recreational Spaces.  
Over the next few weeks, the plan will be 
posted as a page on the church website. 
The goal is for the congregation to see 
the long-term visions for our church 
property and hold leaders accountable for 
moving us toward those goals.  
 
Session also met in closed session with 
the Land Sales Team to discuss multiple 
offers on Outlot A, the 4.4-acre parcel 
located west of the church building. The 
team is scheduled to give a presentation 
during the Congregational Meeting.  
 
Session also approved the following 
funding requests from the Mission, 
Outreach, and Service Team:  

 $3,600 to support the upcoming 
mission trip to Guatemala. 

 $3,500 for Agape Ministries.  
 $700 for Our Daily Bread Ministries. 
 $2,500 for transportation to this 

summer’s Pittsburgh Project.. 
 $500 for the Free Lunch Program. 
 $500 for the Geneva Campus 

Ministry at the University of Iowa. 
 And money to cover the typesetting 

costs for Marcia Murphy’s next book 
as part of her ministries.  

 
Finally, Session clarified that, moving 
forward, its regular meeting time will be 7 
p.m. on the third Thursday in each month, 
regardless of how early in the month that 
date falls. An exception will be in March, 
when the meeting has been rescheduled 
to March 26 to avoid Spring Break.  
 
The next meeting of Session is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Thursday February 20. To view 
minutes of past meetings, visit 
www.saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

St. Andrew's Session meets at 7 pm on the third Thursday of each month. We will provide Session Highlights from the previous month as a regular column in the 
Messenger. To look at meeting agendas and the minutes from any Session meeting, follow this link:  saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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Celebrating Stewardship 

Every annual per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by free-
ing up funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2020 
is $38. —MOS Team 

Per Capita 

Our Church Finances in Numbers and Words... 
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Prayer Ministry 



 

 

Update from Feed My Starving Children          
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Mission, Outreach & Service 

We are THRILLED to give you some exciting updates about the 2019 event (the food has shipped!), and what is coming for 
2020 and beyond. We couldn’t be more excited about the plans God has for this event, our team and this community. 

 
We remain ever grateful for the unbelievable and unconditional support we have received from all of you. It is not lost on us that 
we share this journey with willing, generous, and love-filled hearts—which makes hosting this event an abundant, joy-filled one.  

 
With thanks and praise, 

Janice Baldes, Rebecca Schuchert, and Cindy Vonderhaar 
  

The Meals Have Shipped! 
 
Just before we turned the page on 2019, we received word 
that the 576 boxes of meals we packed shipped to 
International Care Ministries in the Philippines. ICM takes a 
chance on families that other organizations can’t or won’t 
reach. Their focus is on children living in poverty at the 
absolute bottom of the economic ladder. ICM provides help, 
inspires hope and creates change in families earning less 
than $0.50 a day.  To find out more information, visit their 
website: https://www.caremin.com/our-work. 
 
Other noteworthy news about the 2019 event: Because of 
your fast packing, we were able to exceed our goal of 
116,640 meals. We packed 124,416 meals, and because of 
your generosity, we raised enough money to pay for those 
meals at $0.24 each, a challenge given to us by FMSC as 
we were one of the last MobilePacks to sign our contract 
under the old rate of $0.22.  
 
Thank you to all who made this possible! 
  

2020 & Beyond 
 
After two years in the space generously sponsored by St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, the FMSC team has developed a plan 
to fit more packing stations in the Pop-Up Ministry Room, which will allow us to keep three packing shifts but increase the 
number of meals packed at each shift.  
 
Saying “yes” to adding these stations would mean packing 171,072 meals—an increase of almost 55,000 meals. This also 
means increasing our fundraising goal to $41,058 each year and finding the volunteers to fill the 240 needed per shift. As a 
team, we feel called to accept the challenge! 
 
And then, we did some math. By increasing to this size of event each year for this next decade, in the year 2030 we will pass 
the 3-Million-Meal Threshold at our packing event! This is the vision our team will be aiming for as we keep leading this event 
– we hope you’ll join us in rallying around this goal! 
  

Save the Date! 
 
The 2020 Iowa City MobilePack Event is scheduled. The Tuesday and Wednesday leading into Thanksgiving was such a 
success this past year, we are giving it another whirl. Mark your calendars for November 24 & 25, 2020! 

https://www.caremin.com/our-work
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Mission, Outreach & Service 



 

 

Mission of the Month: FMC          by Cecilia Norris 
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Connecting Hearts Through Mission 

Throughout February, the Mission, Outreach, and Service 
Team will be highlighting the work of the Iowa City Free 
Medical and Dental Clinic (FMC). Founded in 1971 to provide 
medical care for uninsured individuals with acute health 
problems, the clinic has grown significantly the past half century 
and now provides a comprehensive range of services for both 
the uninsured and underinsured. 
 
The clinic operates primarily through by donations from 
community organizations, local government, private donations, 
and volunteers. During the past fiscal year, we served 1,806 
patients during 6,508 clinic visits.  Patients come to us for 
management of chronic and acute medical conditions, 
assistance accessing medications, and dental care. We partner 
with other health care organizations to provide limited radiology 
services and laboratory testing. The FMC holds six medical 
clinics per week 
 
Education of future health care professionals is also integral to 
the clinic. Medical and Physician’s Assistant students volunteer 
in the evenings, and our Nurse Practitioner cooperative 
program with UI College of nursing is starting its third year. 
Residents and fellows in several specialties including family 
medicine, internal medicine, dermatology, ophthalmology and 
rheumatology help us to provide more comprehensive care.  
 
Many St. Andrew members volunteer at this important clinic or 
support it financially. FMC is 
truly grateful for the support. If 
you would like to contribute, 
you can do so online at 
www.freemedicalclinic.org 
under the donate tab.  
 
Or, you can donate the 
following items to the collection 
bin: wrist and ankle splints in 
S, M, and L sizes; heel cups; 
TED hose; ibuprofen; 
acetaminophen; omeprazole; 
latex– and powder-free exam 
gloves (especially medium); 
jumbo cotton balls; ketotifen 
eye drops; and cough drops. 
 
Look for additional information 
about the clinic to be included 
in upcoming editions of the 
Mini-Messenger. 

http://www.freemedicalclinic.org
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St. Andrew Happenings 
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Stephen Ministry 

Stephen Ministry Matches 
Super Bowl Experience 

 
“Before I retired from coaching, my team was in the Super Bowl 
six times,” says Bill Arnsparger, who coached for 23 seasons in 
the NFL. “I thought nothing would ever match that. But being a 
Stephen Minister has been one of the greatest experiences of 
my life.” 
 
During his coaching career, Arnsparger heard about Stephen 
Ministry at his church several times. “I knew it was important, so 
I couldn’t wait to get involved,” he recalls. 
 
So, once he retired, he trained to become a Stephen Minister. 
 
“I find serving as a Stephen Minister very rewarding,” 
Arnsparger says. “The hours I’ve invested into Stephen Ministry 
have brought me closer to the Lord and to others in my 
congregation. It’s an opportunity to work with people and really 
help them. Each care receiver inspires me to build my faith. I 
always benefit from our time together.” 
 
Arnsparger’s caring relationships have taught him to trust in 
God’s healing love. “I’ve learned that I can’t always predict and 
plan what each visit will be like,” he says. “I work to be open to 
new developments, and I hang in there when new problems 
come up. I know I can’t just make my care receiver feel better. 
My job is to listen and to care; God takes care of the rest.” 
 
Although Stephen Ministry and football might not seem to have 
much in common, Arnsparger sees similarities between the two.  
 
“Stephen Ministry builds confidence, both in the Stephen 
Ministers and in the care receivers,” he says. “Stephen Ministry 
takes teamwork, too. In supervision, we need to work together 
to provide the best care possible—to our care receivers and to 
one another. Each opportunity to care is a new challenge, a new 
experience, just as each game is.” 
 
If you are dealing with an ongoing difficulty adjusting to life's 
challenges, you might consider meeting with a Stephen 
Minister. To contact the Saint Andrew Stephen Minister referral 
coordinator for men, please contact Ted Potter at 
thelawlibrarian@gmail.com.  
 

If you know of a female friend in need of a Stephen Minister, 

please contact Mary Beth Ross at iawoodsunrise@gmail.com or 

319-338-0082. 

mailto:thelawlibrarian@gmail.com
mailto:iawoodsunrise@gmail.com
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Ministries, Retreats & Partnerships 

 

St. Andrew’s Nominating Team is currently taking 
suggestions for congregation members to serve on the 
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC), which will lead the 
search for St. Andrew’s next called pastor. Our goal is to 
assemble a diverse, representative group who have an 

understanding of St. Andrew's history, mission and heart.  

If you know of someone you think would be an asset, please 
check with them to assess their willingness, then submit the 
name by Feb. 18 to Tim Benson (tbenson@cca.k12.ia.us) or 

Becka Simpson (b.yucuis@gmail.com).  

We also ask for your help in discerning the next candidates 
for elders and deacons. If you would like to become 
more involved in the mission of our church, please prayerfully 

consider serving in church leadership.  

Please contact us to learn more or to submit possible 

candidates for these positions. 

mailto:tbenson@cca.k12.ia.us
mailto:b.yucuis@gmail.com


 

 

Administration/Leadership 

Pastors   

  Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” de Beer, Interim Pastor  ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org 

       Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor  kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Rev. Mark Martin, Pastor Emeritus  pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Office 
  John Benson, Finance Administrator       finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Jeff Charis-Carlson, Communications Consultant  jcharisc@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Children, Youth, & Families 
  Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries  rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries  hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

  
 

Music 
  Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries  mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental 

        Ministries    lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Director  lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Director  nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 

Non Profit 
Organization 
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  
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