Sharing the Message of Christ in Our Lives as St. Andrew Presbyterian Church | FEBRUARY2018

Cover photo by Paula ¢ /



A NOTE from Pastor Danie

It is amazing how muchishdiv many thingsve keep. It became even more evident to me

our | ast big move. [ have completed an Fai
bet ween timed Annette and | moved back ne i1
acquired over the |l ast 14 years. This > de
what we need, as we go along.

Five months later we still have a room full of boxes in Lewistown, carefully labelled anc

Our home is comfortable, and we have everything we need. And we are on the move ¢

lighter, |l ess burdened down by things, s n ot
stored in an upstairs room somewhere ... %

| often ponder the way the Israelites &4 ( Ex
Egyptians. | can al most see the peopl e, dowt
with unleavened dough on their shoulders, wondering how much easier it would have beemnérinitsenior Pastor

ensuing years in the wilderness without everything, yet understanding their longing to be back in Egypt

where they were slaves to the Egyptians, yet comfort

Which gives me a frame to think about the Big Move that the Presbyterians of St Andrew made. And which causes me
much unnecessary stuff was taken along on the journey, and how many boxes are still stored, carefully labelled, full of
unnecessary things ¢&

We look forward to join your journey, and to help to unpack some of the boxes left in storage!

Sincerely,

Danie and Annette deBeer
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St. Andrew Happenings
Annual Meeting Winter/Spring Retreats

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on )
Sunday, February 11 following the 11:00 worship se
in the Sanctuary.

Souper Bowl of Caring

fiDaughters of Graceo0o is the t
February 23 and 24 in our new building. All women are invited and
encouraged to bring a friend. Our time together will focus on storie
about women of the Bible, presented by women of St. Andrew. The
retreat includes music, group discussions, a prayer room, a service
project, crafts, book swap, good food, and fabulous fellowship. The
cost is $15; financial assistance is available. Please plan on attend
and bring a friend!

MEN'S
The ETC Big Game! RETREAT

Date: Sunday, February 4
Time: 5:30 A ??
Cost: $10

of Chri st, iving in Christ@¢
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Mission, Outreach, & Service

Mission Month Wrapping up at St. Andrew by Paul Heidger

The Mission, Outreach, and Service Teq
continues to host two more events in a

™ [
series of presentations during Adult M I S S I O n M O n .I- h
Education time between services that b
on January 14. The purpose of the serie O _I_ o _I_ .
2 Q 8

to celebrate St. Andrew members in mis
and outreach, locally and globally.

February 4: St. Andrew Youth in Missid
St. Andrew members of all ages live oult
Saviords mandate t
will learn from representatives of our yo
serving others locally, nationally, and ak
about their individual and collective expt
ences and how their time in mission has
enriched their lives and faith.

February 11: Rev. Andy Smothers

Compeer Sound of Friendship Dessert Concert

Friendship and community go hand in hand. Please joit
us in celebrating both, and in supporting the mission of
the Compeer Program to reduce the loneliness and
isolation of adults living with mental iliness by creating
supported friendships with trained community volunteel
A local noeprofit organization, the Compeer Program
has promoted this mission for 17 years with funds raise
by the fAiSound of Friendst
concert will take place on Saturday, February 24 at Oul
Redeemer Lutheran ChurckcdPreert music of pianist

Al Zimmermavill be begin at 7:00 followed at 7:30 by
Kol Shirgerforming a rich diversity of international
music bringing warmth, harmony, and soul. University
| o witebsection A Cappellgroup of 10 male U of |
students, will sing pop culture favorites and throwbacks
to earlier eras. Ladtlpme Brewed L.i¢elocal mix of

great musicians who play everything from blues, count
and rock and roll, will have you tapping your toes. If
thatdéds not enough, pl eas
Compeer Board for gourmet desserts following the concert. Tickets are $20 each and may be purchased at
www.compeerjohnsoncountyiopfrormmga Compeer Board Member or by contacting the Compeer Office at 319/329.8000.
will also be available at the door.

To be the body of Christ, |iving in Christo@¢
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http://www.compeerjohnsoncountyiowa.org

Adult Education

Last Sunday of the Month Netflix
Documentary Screenings by Jeff Charis -Carlson

Startinganuary 2&t.Andre@AdulEducatiofeamis hosting monthlgeries dfastSunday of tidontiNetflbDocumentary
Screenings &t30p.m.in thesanctuargfour new buildingld0 Gatherifjace Lane in lo@&. Popcorn and beverages will
be providedThedescriptiortselow come fr@uthoand journaligérrenCole Smitathttp://bit.ly/2CXWIKO

Januan2 8 : 0 Mi mamagel whesensdmmercial consumerism &l at

stimehighminimalisnifersa diferent approadh.Mi n i ma cuitusamo i
beliethatlifei s happi er whbraiing nratenealilafacghe e n
movemermncourages viewergto ve away posieedandi on

=

T

in Matthe@:19.

subsisonly on whaathecessarUIltimatgl Minimalism helps viewers j
contemplatgha trulyimportarit theilife, while reflectiog Christmessage - %
| —

Februan2 5 : 0 D éeldidi Ewjmg a 6 :

and Rachel Graalpughtis thi2012

dystopiataleofa hollowedutDetroitlt won a bunch afvardsand itdoes a
greajob ofllustratinthebrokenness of Detavét momerninh timespecifically the
aftermatbfthe 2002009 financial crisdhafi De t d © @ shandid g

even while tidmmakers were theteyrch leaders and social entreprarmezars
working tbring Detrdifackltis nofully back togdutwhatas happened in the
five year srelsasedis tfier fe @ dofthatoy ioa ¢

March2 5 :  dDiretoAa®uiverng, who is currently helming the
up c o mitinikggnTn Afdng firsnade waves wiltisstartling
documentapn theAmerican prison systdfm&own fdrer vocal approach
on the subjeatérace and equglDWernaycomes dter viewers
fullforcecomparing modern incarcetatézmly slavgMewersare
challenged tbinkcriticallpn questiordtruthand justiceyhile receiving
an inside looktatlegislatiowhich goverAsnerican prisofi$efiim is
notforthefaintofheartputis nonethelessstoryvhich needs telling.

TIN"E. | Irll 4

April2 9 : Claeargbiysu are a Christiaapeciallyybu ever went
toa church camymu will find this documeiaturnsleeply frustrating,
deeply yet vaguely familleeJesus Camp thisdocumentarynotd
repeatnotd representaticémany othegreat Christimamps odhere,
butneithers itunique. Christiastsould see tld®@cumentgiifforno

other reason thirknow whahe6 o tsh d@hiekéfu s . 0

To be the body of Christ, |iving in Christo@¢
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Cover Story

Growing Closer to Jesus by Sarah Dyck

Wedre in! Wedre getting sMitntilsetdr.y 6I'sh emd @uct Tinyestwiile Goost iboeraa
functioning well for the people and ministries of St. Andrspending time in prayer, or a combination of all these things.

Whew! She then suggests making sure waadneg scripture

Now what? What new things is God calling us to do? In &strydayAs | tell my youth Sunday school class at my own
mo nt h6s Messsngaee faofsed brhlistening to Gazhurch, one of the primary reasons God has left us the

about where God may be taking us as a congregation asdrgsures is to tell us about who he is and how his story and ol
individuals. stories intersect.

So, how do we listen? How will we know? Will we knowBeing part of asmallgroups Ci ndy 6s t hi rd
Answering these questions will require action on our par-{r@u? are lots of opportunltles at St Andrew to be part of a

t hat action doesnodt necessrgfdo)ﬁ?roup aI KNtoogarstor
(though it may!) or a check list of ministries that MUST h%\rﬂ)%é% n Wways you can piug |n
right now (though it could!). Cindyds f our t hrecardeourblessimgatdat i o

answered prayer8y writing
things down, we become more
active in listening for and
observing what God is doing in
our lives and in the lives of the
people around us.

Finally, she suggesitking a
theme verse or verses for the
year You may have noticed on
some of the Connection Cards
handed out each Sunday for
the past several weeks that
Pastor Kyle has listed
memorizing a part of scripture
as an exercise to help you

Pastor Kyle has spent the Ia
few months sharing scriptu
sermons, blogs, and other
media about growing close
Jesus. Most recently he
shared on Twitter an article
fromPremier Christianity
called AFive
with God in
link:
www.premierchristianity.cor
Pastissues/2018/January
2018/5vaysto-connecivith
Godin2018

Like any friend or teacher, the

more time we spend with him or her, the closer we growConneCt with Jesus.
together and get to know each other. Spending time witlCiledysecommends the following scriptures, but any that Pasto
isnét any different. So, kylwe nmhashtr exceo timmeornd é f wsiolnle, na
pops up and seems very 0 osudggestofs intiddePsdno 90:42, Psalrg h19:32bard f r o |
himself? What might be some ways to grow closer to JeRindlippians 47 One piece of scripture that has helped me

t hat we begin to more e asgrowwpandbarrsnmoe about howw Gal avonks, twhoi Godyis, ané |
contemplating is of Godd sabduths diazing bve @l gracevia Bhilipplnssidat ar t
read the linked article above. Another resource is a blogsem&wf this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it
from Christian author, Cindy McMenamin . to completion at the day of Jesus (E8\}.

McMenamin posted a blog back in 2015 about how to gdthdeseare exciting times. It is exciting to see what God has in
to God over a year 6s t i mestorelfbeSt. Andeve BMgprageeiethat vweall will cantaue soe ¢
the things about which Kyle has been talking. lean into him and listen for his voice. Let us join with so many
others in the faith, including Samuel, in responding to God by

For example, she first recommeeeting with God before sayiSpeakf for yoylrSasuelBi0ant i

anyone else each dayhis could be done by using a
professionally published devotional, using the St. Andre\wlﬁ’?a\loer

To be the body of Christ, ' iving in Christ:¢
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http://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2018/January-2018/5-ways-to-connect-with-God-in-2018
http://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2018/January-2018/5-ways-to-connect-with-God-in-2018
http://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2018/January-2018/5-ways-to-connect-with-God-in-2018
http://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2018/January-2018/5-ways-to-connect-with-God-in-2018
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/c8/c8d021d9-3301-4442-8b6a-8dbea273c1aa/documents/QUIET_TIMES_February_2018.pdf

The Season of Lent

Februarg 14, 208

N oon & 5 5 O pm
51: Andrcw Fresbytenan Clwrch
140 C]athcnng Flacc |_ane | |lowa C|t9 1A 52246

Thursdays in Lent

The season of Lent is a time of prayer,
fasting, and selfamination in
preparation for the celebration of the
resurrection of the Lord at Easter. It is a
period of 40 daydlike the flood of

Genesi s, Mosesd soj
Elijahdéds journey to
call to Ninevah to

time of testing in the wilderness. (The
Sundays in Lent are not counted in this
reckoning of the time between Ash
Wednesday and Easte
Day is a celebration of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.)

In the early church, Lent was a time of
preparation for the celebration of baptism
at the Easter Vigil. In many communities
of faith it remains a time to equip and
nurture candidates for baptism and
confirmation and to reflect deeply on the
theme of baptismal discipleship.

o from the PC(USA) website

To be the body of Christ, living in Christo:@
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Childrendos + Family Mini

Do you know the
connection between
Mardi Gras, Lent,
and Easter?

Tues., Feb. 13 Sonteic e Py Join us for a

and learn why this

Ever]T SCh@dUle day is a big deal in Mordi GI’.OS
4:00-7:00 Hands-on Q¥ Pancake Dinner

activities for all ages _ (and more)!
5:30 Food line opens WwﬂeyourMendsqnd
6:00 Music begins neighbors of all ages.
Jazz music, bead art, Plus fry samples
make-and-take of popular Mard

Gras food {red

King Cakes, & more! beans and
S -h Moon Pies).

To be the body of Christ, |living in Christo@é
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Financials

December 2017 General Fund Income & Expenses

o C
S Q
o0 Q
@ @

D GBETO, 081. &B50, 123. 3B867,290.0098.02% -$17,166.62
NCOME 0.00 155.00 0.00 0.00% 155.00
ome 100, 081.68B8B50,278.3867,290.00 98.04% -17,011.62
323.02 3,004.83 0.00 0.00% 3,004.83
E 708. 84 708. 84 0.00 0.00% 708. 84
101,113.4853,992.08B67,290.00 98.47% -13,297.95

$1,850.00%1,850.00%$5,500.00 33.64% -$3,650.00

308.12 60,866.1369,365.00 87.75% -8,498. 87
633.24 8,575.38 27,025.00 31.73% -18, 449.62

517. 24 746. 14 400.00 186.54% 346. 14
21.00 2,004.24 3,702.00 54.14% -1,697.76

MIN 2,305.48 7,513.52 11,875.00 63.27% -4,361. 48

169. 99 2,333.89 2,100.00 111.14% 233.89

SHI P 781. 45 6,207.92 6,500.00 95.51% -292.08
14,155.89116, 962.8321,421.00 96.33% 4,458.17
3,319.48 8,857.55 10,555.00 83.92% -1,697. 45

2,287.51 16,844.4021,500.00 78.35% 4,655.60
4,208.89 10,283.66 6,921.00 148.59% 3,362.66

969. 27 3,705.98 3,126.00 118.55% 579.98
468.92 10,866.5914,900.00 72.93% -4,033.41
51,926.19554,996. 0%62,401.00 98.68% -7,404.93
83,922.67812,614.3®B67,291.00 93.70% 54,676.70
SES $17,190.8®41,377.75 $1.00 0.00% $41,378.75

Stewardship 2018 Per Capita

ke good stewords of the N Thank you to Per capita funding is how Presbyterians
manifold groce of God, serve one :
other it ot ot ecchofyou | ﬂ everyone who has mutually share the costs of coming
v Thawaio P already turnedinat oget her to discer s
A pledge. For those the future. The total per capita amou 1o
‘ ) e
Yy

of you who have 2018 is $37. The breakdown is as fol

not yet had chance$23.87 Presbytery; $7.73General Y o
t o do s o, Assenibly; 5548 SyRidase remit $37 ve
still time! If you did for every confirmed member in your
not pick up a pledge card at church, they are still availabf@¥nh&hank you!
church office.
To be the body of Christ, |living in ChristH@&
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Caring Ministries

Christian Caregiving by Mary Beth Ross & Ted Potter

Have you ever wondered: What makes an act of
caring distinctively Christian? What can be

pointed to in caring for or relating to someone that
could be called AChrfl stifan e ¥ gNo d ay ,
February 18 from 914645 am, a new class,
Christian Caregivingvill be offered through
Adult Education in Room 103. The class will
enable us to better understand who we are as M I N I ST RY
®

Christians and how our faith helps us care for
ourselves and others in a distinctively Christian

way.

Ted Potter and Mary Beth Ross will facilitate discussion and the practice of caring skills. Some of theaiegiGotb be inclu
as the Curegiver" and "Servanthood vs. Servitude." Discussion will be base€hpetiath€hoagiviagVay of Lifey

Kenneth Haughk. Dr. Haugk is the founder of the Stephen Series system of lay caring ministry and is an ordained mini
clinical psychologist. Books will be loaned to participants for the length of the course, which will run up until May 6.

If you are interested in attending or have any questions, please email or call Mary Beth Ross at 319/338.0082 or
iawoodsunrise @gmail.com

Prayer Ministry: Lenten Prayer Project 2018 by Kerri Goers

The 2018 Lenten Prayer Project is
approaching! Please consider joining
in this effort to pray for every member
of our congregation over the course of
Lent!

Wha Anyone can participate in the
Lenten Prayer Project.

What The Lenten Prayer Project
seeks to lift up every member of the
congregation in prayer at some point
in time over the 6 weeks of Lent.
Those who have volunteered to pray
will receive a list @ dividuals to
prayer for each week for a total of 6
weeks.

WhenThe Lenten Prayer Project
begins on Ash Wednesday, February
14 and ends on Easter Sunday, April
1. Join us in giving the gift of prayer
and intercession to our brothers and
sisters in Christ!

To be the body of Christ, ' iving in Christo@&
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