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DREAMING In the last days it will be, God 

declares, that I will pour out 

my Spirit upon all flesh, and 

your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, and your 

young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream 

dreams.  

Acts 2:17 

1. Prayer 

2.Community 

3. Imagination 

Ingredients  



 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge in him. (Psalm 34:8) 

The other day Becca treated our family to a delicious pot roast using a new recipe she had concocted 
by combining elements of an old recipe and a new one. The result was fabulous: a juicy, fork-tender, 
melt-in-your-mouth roast that everyone at the table loved. And believe me, this is no small feat in our 

home! 

What made that meal even better that it brought to mind all of the best roasts I’d ever had, and the  
people I had shared them with. As we ate, Becca and I talked about a place called Yankee Pot Roast in 
Grants Pass, Oregon, which was one our favorites for comfort food when we lived there. Although it 
has been over 15 years since we last ate at Yankee Pot Roast, those wonderful flavors of their roasts 
and the memories we shared there started coming back with each bite. Isn’t it amazing what the right   

 recipe can do? It produces a delight for the taste buds and for the soul. 

This is what we’re after with the ministry recipes that are coming out of our Next Chapter discussions: recipes for ministry that are fun 
and engaging while also touching our souls. These may be tried and true recipes based on years of experience—something you’ve 
done with your family, small group, or at another church—or new and bold recipes that you’re just itching to try with others. My hope is 

that each recipe will offer new opportunities for sharing the love of Christ and for people to taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

What makes for the perfect recipe? There is no single formula, but the common denominator is a passion sparked by the Holy Spirit. 
From that starting point it is just a matter of creating the right blend of ingredients to introduce people to a deeper relat ionship with 

Jesus, with the community of Christ, and with Christ’s ongoing mission in the world. What is God nurturing in you? 

I can’t wait to see the recipes that come from our Next Chapter conversations. I’ve seen some already and they are creative, fun, and 
amazing. I can’t wait for the epiphanies that are sure to come as people pick up these recipes and put them into action. O taste and 

see that the Lord is good! 

Godspeed, 
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 A NOTE from Pastor Matt 

Rev. Dr. Matt Paul is the  

Head Pastor at St. Andrew 

November and December 2016 Session Highlights 

Session Meeting, November 16, 2016 

 Approved a proposal from the Camp Cardinal Building Team for 
an initial purchase of pew chairs for the new building. 

 Reviewed a quarterly performance evaluation for Pastor Matt as 
submitted by the Personnel Team and approved action steps for 
the next quarter. 

 Adopted recommendations from the Budget Working Team to 
charge the Finance Team to develop a 3-year budget plan for 
2017-2019 that includes operating costs and future loan servicing 
and for session to provide guidance to the Personnel Team for 
future staffing by April 2017. 

 Discussed ideas for leadership development and session  
communication with an ad hoc team appointed to work with the 
moderator on such topics. 

 

Special Session Meeting, November 21, 2016 

 Heather Woodin and Pastor Matt presented session with a draft of 
the Next Chapter guidebook and corresponding timeline for rolling 
out the guidebook and creating a ministry cookbook from the ideas 
that are produced through this process. Elders offered feedback 
and agreed upon goals for the project. 

Session Meeting, December 21, 2016 

 Received a report of the Budget Working Team and accepted their 
recommendation to adopt a $861,780 operating budget for 2017. It 
was noted, however, that the professional expenses and  
continuing educational expenses reduced in this budget could and 
should be restored to 2016 levels if additional pledges raise the 
projected revenue to allow for a balanced budget. 

 Voted to retain the Budget Working Team for the first two quarters 
of 2017 with the goal of evaluating and proposing changes to the 
budget process. 

 Approved a request from MOS to designate 70% of its collected 
mission dollars toward Locally Determined Benevolence and 30% 
for Unified Mission Giving (presbytery, synod, general assembly). 

 At the request of the Camp Cardinal Building Team, session  
discussed how to address offers of designated gifts related to the 
new building. Pastor Matt presented three examples of requests 
he had received for designated gifts for the new building and 
sought guidance from session as how to approach such requests. 
Session referred the matter to the Gifts & Memorials Team, per 
current policy. 
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 St. Andrew Community 
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Session has tasked an ad hoc committee 
of five elders, along with our pastors, with 
preparing a draft wedding policy for the 
session to review/approve. The  
committee will also be preparing a  
broader statement that outlines the  
rationale for the policy, describes how it 
embodies St. Andrew’s core values and 
purpose, and articulate St. Andrew’s  
vision for welcoming LGBT persons into 
our fellowship. The process for  
developing the policy will include  
opportunities for  congregational  
engagement in March and April. A final 
draft is to be completed in May. The  
committee was initially formed in  
November 2015 to study the topic in light 
of changes to the definition of marriage 
in The Book of Order and the July 2015 
US Supreme Court decision legalizing 
gay marriage in all 50 states. Look for 
more information in the March  

Messenger. 

A Stained-Glass Presentation 
On Sunday February 12, you are invited to a presentation on the stained-glass windows 
at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Iowa City.  The church is located on First Avenue 
and Court Street in Iowa City. Local art historian, Dr. Shana Stuart, will be sharing  
insights about the stained-glass windows in the church’s sanctuary and  
narthex.  This presentation will take place from 2:00 to 4:15 pm with a break for  
refreshments. All are welcome!  In the event of severe weather, the event will take place 
the following Sunday, February 19.  For more information contact LeAnn Otterbein 

(leann.otterbein@gmail.com) or Annie Potter (potterbeat@gmail.com). 

February 5 at 12:15 pm 

Enjoy a bowl of soup and help feed hungry families!  

 

$5 per person;$15 per family;  
proceeds will be donated locally.  

We will NOT have a chili  
cook-off this year.  

Session Listening 
Post, February 5 

Births 

Annual  

Congregational  

Meeting 

FEBRUARY 12  

5:00 PM 
 

 

A potluck will  

follow. Please bring a 

main dish or side dish  

to share. Drinks will be 

provided. 

Parker Rex Bodle, son of Amber and 
Chris Bodle, brother to Adalyn Bodle, was 
born December 31. 
 

Austin Samuel Beerends, son of  
Sarah and Mark Beerends, brother of 
Natalie Beerends, was born January 17. 

As part of session's effort to promote open 
dialogue and communication, session 
members and Pastor Matt will be hosting 
a Listening Post gathering between  
worship services on Sunday, February 5. 
You are invited to drop by with your  
questions, comments, or to just sit and 
listen in on the conversation. Of course, if 
you have a question or comment for one 
of our pastors or elders, you're always 

welcome to contact them anytime. 

Marriage Policy 
Update 

mailto:leann.otterbein@gmail.com
mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
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Prayer Changes Things      by Myrna Farraj 
Not long ago I happened upon a box with treasures from my 
past. Among the collection of papers, grade school report cards, 
and lace handkerchiefs was a small wall plaque with flowers and 
the phrase Prayer Changes Things. On the back was written, To 
Myrna, Happy 6th Birthday, from Grandma K. This got me  
thinking: How does prayer change things? Does it mean the 
prayer is answered the way it was asked? Or is changing things 
somehow more then a prayer being answered as stated?  
Recalling years of seeking God’s 
support for my life, I began thinking 
of the many prayers I uttered. Were 
they resolved as I was hoping - or 
did something else happen?  
 

My mind went to my numerous  
teaching days. There were beautiful 
rooms of children that were my  
responsibility for the year.  These 
were students with all their different 
needs and personalities. It seemed 
every now and then I’d have a child 
that tried my patience to the  
extreme. I began centering in on 
the year when fourth grader Chris 
just about did me in. Not only was he obstinate in following  
directions in the classroom, he was a terror to the other students. 
Even though he was smaller than most of the other boys, he was 
able to intimidate them. And he worked hard on doing the same 
to me.  
 

I wanted his behavior to change. That was my prayer – but I got 
through the year by uttering a short breath prayer whenever I 
looked at him.  

 

God, show him love.  
God, You’re in control - I’m not. 

Help, God!  
Bless him, dear God!  

We need your love, God.  
God, give me the thoughts, the words, the actions I need.  

Peace, God, peace.  
 

There wasn’t much notable  
improvement in his behavior. In 
fact, the following year he was 
placed in a classroom for children 
with behavioral disabilities. But 
prayer did change things. The big 
change was in the confidence I 
gained in handling whatever arose. 
I didn’t panic, feel defeated, or 
think I couldn’t deal with it. I didn’t 
stress out about what would  
happen next.  I had class meetings 
with all the students. We talked 
about their feelings when Chris 
intercepted the ball in a four square 
game and ran off with it. Little by 

little the kids learned ways to handle situations that arose. As for 
Chris, he began to see things from another viewpoint. Not that 
trouble ended. We still had numerous conflicts. But the students 
and I felt more control in dealing with the moments. 
 

Yes, our prayers may not always look like they are answered – at 
least not in our original plan. But, take heart! Change happens. 
Prayer does change things. God has the power and wisdom to 
use our prayers as God sees fit and to do what we could never  
imagine. Praise God! 

 
Again this year, every member of our congregation will be prayed for during Lent  
throughout a specific week. Consider making a commitment NOW to be a "pray-er"  
during this six week period. This is an opportunity to bless each other through prayer. 

  

Here's how it will work: The congregation members are divided so that each "pray-er" 
will have a list of 4-5 persons/families to pray for each week. By the end of week six, every 
member will have been touched by God's tender love, mercy, care and grace through our 
prayers. 

  
 

Here's how you can be a part of this church-wide Lenten Prayer Project: Fill out the form located on the wood table outside the  
sanctuary (also downloadable from the website)  and place it in the offering plate or in the Prayer Ministry basket next to the 
forms. Please sign up by Tuesday, February 14. You will receive your list of names to pray over the week of February 21 in the mail. 
During Lent special prayer requests for your family may be written on a  prayer card and placed in the offering plate or dropped in the 
Prayer Box beside the office door. These prayers will then be prayed over as well. 

March 1 through April 15, 2017 

Lenten Prayer Project     by Kerri Goers 
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Meet the Leadership 

I was born in Indiana but grew up in Sioux City, Iowa. I received my undergraduate 
degree from the U of I and wanted to return here to raise a family. After mine and my 
husband's training, we were fortunate to be able to settle in Iowa City. I am a family 
physician and currently am the medical director of the Iowa City Free Medical Clinic. I 
have been part of the St. Andrew family for about 10 years. It's hard to describe my 
faith journey in just a few sentences. I was raised Catholic but found that, despite  
prayer, I could not reconcile what I felt God was telling me with actions I was seeing 
within the greater Catholic church. I found after attending St. Andrew and participating 
in several of the ministries offered that I developed a closer, more personal relationship 

with God that filled a void in my life.  

I was both honored to be asked to serve but hesitant to commit the time. After much 
prayer and discussion with those closest to me, I felt as if serving during this time of 

transition was important.  

I see my main gifts as fitting with St. Andrew's mission to serve as Christ served.  
Ministering to those who are ill, neglected, and economically disadvantaged has been 
where it is easiest for me to see Christ in this world and where I feel that I can  
contribute the most. I hope to be active in continuing St. Andrew's mission to help 
those in our church, our community, and throughout the world so that we can all  
experience the joy of Christ in our lives. I hope to continue to support mission and 
make it the main foundation of what St. Andrew does as we head to our new physical 

building. Elder Cecilia Norris 

Deacon Beckie Hudson 

I am an Iowa City area native, a graduate from Iowa City West High School, the  
University of Iowa, and Kirkwood Community College. I have worked as a labor and 
delivery nurse at UIHC and now work as a dental hygienist at North Liberty Dental. I 
have attended St. Andrew since 1996. I was baptized Catholic, raised Methodist, and 
then became a Presbyterian.  Faith has always been a part of my life. I have helped in 

the Caterpillar Sunday School class room for seven years. 

The decision to answer “yes” to the call to be an ordained leader was an easy one for 
me. Just before being asked to serve, I had told my mom that I felt like I wanted to 
serve God more, but I wasn’t sure what that looked like. My mom then told me that she 
had heard some discussion of asking me to be a Deacon.  I saw the call as a sign of 

God working in my life; He had provided the desire in me and the way to fulfill His will. 

I have seen God work in my life, growing my spirit so much in the past year. I definitely 
feel that he has woken my spirit so that I crave His word and His leading in my 
life.  With this gift, I feel so excited about my faith and the God I have worshipped since 
I was a child.  It makes me want to be there for my fellow Christians in a way that I 
might not have been in the past.  My hope in this role is to help connect others to 
Christ, to be an empathetic listener, and to lend a helping hand as I continue to grow in 

my walk. 
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As the steel goes up at our new site on 
Gathering Place Lane, a different kind of 
building is happening at our Coralville 
site. The Next Chapter project is helping 
us lay the foundation for how the people 
of St. Andrew will respond to God’s call to 
interact with each other, our community, 

and the world.  

Throughout this winter, small groups and 
ministry teams are diving into the Next 
Chapter and “recipes” for a strong future 
are starting to emerge—ideas and 
plans that will help St. Andrew focus 
on our core passions and spread the 

love of Jesus. 

The Next Chapter Guidebook helps 
us consider three aspects of life as  
disciples: worship, study and prayer; 
embracing diversity and focusing on 
our future together as the body of 
Ch r is t ;  a nd  deepe n ing  ou r  
relationships with our community and 
in the world.  As individuals and 
groups work through the guidebook, 
we create recipes for improving what 
we already do, and for trying  
something new. The recipes will be 
compiled into a cookbook of ideas in 

the spring.  

Already, we have seen the Holy Spirit 
among us as we work through the 
guidebook together.  We are getting 
to know each other better as we plan 

and dream side-by-side. 

The St. Andrew Men’s Group, which  
usually meets on Tuesday mornings, held 
a Saturday retreat in January to go 
through the guidebook together.  “There 
was considerable energy and spirit in the 
group,” Dan Steele said. “There was very 
ac t i ve  d iscuss ion  and  much  
enthusiasm.  That is the Spirit in our 

midst.” 

Among the recipes generated by those 

men are: 

 The Men’s Group could work  
together to provide assistance to 
people who need help with home 

repairs, cleaning, etc.  

 The Men’s Group could organize a 

men’s retreat to be held at the new 

building. 

The Family Ministry Team also hosted a 
retreat in January, to work through the 
guidebook with children, youth and  
families in mind.  A number of recipes 

emerged, including: 

 Medium-sized service days for  
people of all ages who want to do 
something bigger than a random act 

of kindness but smaller than a  
multi-day, out-of-town mission trip. 
This might include a day of raking 
leaves or volunteering at a local  

non-profit agency. 

 After-school drop-in hours for junior 
high and high school students who 
want to gather in the church’s youth 
area. They could do homework, play 
in the multi-purpose room, or watch 

movies. 

Here are a couple other recipes that have 

been submitted: 

 Create a grief group for those who 
have experienced loss due to death 

or divorce. 

 Connect with those who live in  
nearby senior housing. Welcome new 
residents with a gift basket and  
arrange transportation to worship 

services. 

Each group that has worked through the 
guidebook has done so in a slightly  
different way, creating multiple  
options for the Holy Spirit to offer  

inspiration.  Students in grades 3-12 
worked through an abbreviated  
version of the guidebook, resulting in 
lively discussion and good insight 
into how we can better connect with 
each other during our worship  
services. Students proposed inviting  
grandparent-age friends to an  
afternoon of fellowship. That event 
was held January 15, when “olders 
and youngers” sang together, played 
games, did a quick Bible study,  
became prayer buddies, and planned 
their next get-together. By the end, 
everyone knew each other’s name, 
and they now greet each other on 

Sunday morning with hugs and grins.  

We encourage everyone to be part of 
the process-get together with friends 
and go through the guidebook. If you 
already have worked through the 
process, gather others and lead them 
through it. You will be delighted and 
encouraged by the discussion and 

God’s presence.  

The Next Chapter will be discussed at 

*spark* and Logos choir in February. The 
H o s p i t a l i t y ,  W e l c o m e ,  a n d  
Connection Team will work through the 
book from 9:00 to 11:00 am on  
February 11. Contact Pastor Kyle at 
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org if you’d 
like to participate then. In addition, Next 
Chapter discussion will happen during 
Adult Education from 9:45 to 10:45 am on  

February 12, 19 and 26.  

Join us February 26, in the church  
Sanctuary, from 3:30 to 5:00 pm as we 
share more of the recipes and stories that 

emerged during the process.  

Katelynn DeGroot & Dave Watkins 

mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
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Next Chapter Prayer Vigil 

 March 3, 4 and 5  

 Sign up on the chart by the coffee service  

between worship services. 

 Bring your small group, your ministry group, or 

your family. 

 Use guided prayers about our church family 

and our future. 

 Celebrate Lent by praying together. 

Celebration to  

Share Big Ideas 
 

Sunday, February 26 

Church Sanctuary 

3:30 - 5:00 pm 
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In the morning, O Lord, hear my voice. In the morning I 

lay my needs in front of you, and I wait.  Psalm 5:3 

Youth Ministry  

Thirty-two years ago, St. Andrew’s high school ministry,  
Eternally Trusting Christ (ETC), began traveling to Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania to participate in what was then a new service camp 
ministry called The Pittsburgh Project (TPP).  Over the past 32 
years, roughly 800 high school students have spent a week doing 
minor home repair in the homes of individuals and families of 
Pittsburgh. TPP has given so much to me and to the lives of  
students in ETC and Iowa City that I have always wanted to find 

some way to thank them.  

This past summer while attending our week of service, God 
spoke to me during one of my morning devotional times about 
the need at TPP for some spring cleaning of the facilities. TPP 
gives so much to the lives of families and to the lives of students 
attending, but taking care of their own facility has often been  
given a back seat. Thus, I began planning to take a team of  
college students (TPP alumni) to Pittsburgh to spend three days 
cleaning and freshening up of the facilities. This had never been 
done before, thus we were breaking new ground with TPP.  As 
we looked at dates and talked with Project staff, it soon became 
clear that the week after January 1, before most college classes 
started up again, was probably going to be the best date.  So, on 
January 3, six of us loaded up a rental van and headed for  
Pittsburgh.  We joined 11 college students from Lebanon  
Presbyterian Church, Lebanon, Ohio.  St. Andrew’s own Andrew 
Johnson is currently serving as Director of Student Ministry 

there.   

After meeting together at Peppi’s Sandwhich Shop (the best hot 
subs in Pittsburgh), we headed up the hill to check in at 
TPP.  This was the beginning of a great week of serving!   We 
had decided that we would focus our attention on the guest 
house recreation room which receives some hard use by  
students each summer.   By Wednesday morning, paint was  
purchased, the walls of this large room were scrubbed down, and 

the painting commenced.   Soon the new colors began to shine 
forth from the walls, and our attention was drawn to the need to 
repaint the 10 picnic tables filling the room. What color would 
really make these tables “pop”?  How about a bright  
yellow?  Soon all the tables were being prepped to receive the 

new color face lift!  

By Friday afternoon our task of renewing the recreation room 
was complete! The tasks completed were: painting the recreation 
room walls, painting the picnic tables, stripping and painting the 
famous 4-square court, dusting all of the steam pipes in the  
ceiling of the recreation room, deep cleaning the staff kitchenette, 

and installing cabinet/drawer knobs. 

Besides working hard we also had  
opportunities each evening to eat at our 
favorite Pittsburgh places e.g., Primanti 
Brothers, Peppi’s, Menio’s, and North Park 
Lounge.  We also spent each  
evening singing together and praying together.   All in all it was a 
fantastic trip, and we are looking forward to doing this again next 

year! 

Combined teams from Iowa & Ohio. Freshly painted four-square area. 

Tables that pop! 

The Pittsburgh Project     by Randy Hausler 
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P e r  ca p i t a  f u nd in g  i s  h o w  
Presbyterians mutually share the costs of 
coming together to discern the Spirit’s 
leading for the future. The total per capita 
amount for 2017 is $36. The  
breakdown is as follows: $23.20  
Presbytery; $7.50 General Assembly; 
$5.30 Synod. Please remit $36 for  
every confirmed member in your  
family. Thank you! 

Presbytery of  
East Iowa  

64% 

General  
Assembly 

21% 

Synod 
15% 

Per Capita Stewardship Pledges 

T h a n k  y o u  t o  
everyone who has  
already turned in a 
pledge. For those of you 
who have not yet had 
chance to do so, there’s 
still time! If you can’t 
find the pledge card that 
was mailed to you, you 
can pick one up in the 
church office. 

   Year to Date Annual Budget 
Annual Budget  

Percentage 
Annual Budget  

Difference 

INCOME       

PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT $78,087.94  $813,946.45  $812,500.00  100.18%  $1,446.45  

FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME 0.00  180.00  0.00  0.00%  180.00  

INVESTMENT INCOME 609.62  7,878.51  0.00  0.00%  7,878.51  

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME 0.00  292.44  0.00  0.00%  292.44  

TOTAL INCOME 78,697.56  822,297.40  812,500.00  101.21%  9,797.40  

       

EXPENSES       

LAND  $0.00  $1,645.00  $9,000.00  18.28%  -$7,355.00 

BUILDING  -1,100.00 49,262.42  49,552.00  99.42%  -289.58 

UTILITIES  1,064.69  16,161.00  29,318.00  55.12%  -13,157.00 

EQUIPMENT, F & F 0.00  418.54  400.00  104.64%  18.54  

VEHICLES  0.00  4,515.29  3,855.00  117.13%  660.29  

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN 2,986.38  8,146.77  11,875.00  68.60%  -3,728.23 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 209.99  2,251.99  1,650.00  136.48%  601.99  

MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP 432.80  7,897.62  7,750.00  101.90%  147.62  

MISSION  10,886.76  114,875.10  113,750.00  100.99%  1,125.10  

MUSIC  1,333.33  9,347.93  11,000.00  84.98%  -1,652.07 

OFFICE EXPENSE 2,388.74  19,351.26  23,000.00  84.14%  -3,648.74 

OPERATING EXPENSES 2,668.83  33,674.49  34,671.00  97.13%  -996.51 

WORSHIP  -111.62 3,081.41  3,126.00  98.57%  -44.59 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 783.95  9,321.44  14,900.00  62.56%  -5,578.56 

PERSONNEL  47,017.76  559,806.84  567,162.00  98.70%  -7,355.16 

TOTAL EXPENSES 68,561.61  839,757.10  881,009.00  95.32%  -41,251.90 

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES $10,135.95  -$17,459.70 -$68,509.00     
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Mission, Outreach, and Service 

AIM Presbytery  

Network Meeting  
by Marcia Murphy 

The next AIM Presbytery Network meeting  has 
been changed to Wednesday, March  15,  
10:00--11:00 am at the Coralville Public Library 

in Meeting room B. All are invited to attend! 

We will be discussing our Fall 2017 Workshop 
event, preparations, etc. Please also prepare 
your hearts and minds for brief devotions and 
the Lord's Supper. Rev. Sarah Hegar will be 
leading and serving communion. For more  
information, contact Marcia Murphy at  

murphyma@mchsi.com. 

Update on Jessica Brower 
by Paul Heidger 

Jessica Brower, Iowa City Young Life leader, recent U 
of I graduate in International Studies and Human 
Rights, and friend and mentor of several St. Andrew 
youth, is exploring God’s calling to international  

ministry while living and serving abroad.  

Jessi left January 6 for Uganda to join 30 other young 
adults in training for an 11-month, multi-national 
Christian mission trip through World Race, offered 
through Adventures in Missions, spanning 11  

countries and 4 continents. 

St. Andrew is a prayer and financial partner with Jessi 
through our Prayer Ministry and Kelting Endowment for Foreign Mission. Updates 
on her mission will be included in our newsletters and on the St. Andrew website. 
Each participant must fundraise money to cover all expenses, and Jessi has  
provided the following links with information about her trip and how to  
contribute. For those who may wish personally to join her prayer and financial  

support team, click or follow this link:  http://www.jessibrower.theworldrace.org. 

The following is an excerpt from Jessi’s thank you to St. Andrew for being on her 

team: 

Dear St. Andrew, Thank you so much for your donation to my World Race! What a 
testament of God’s goodness and love. Also, thank you for including my trip in the 
prayer ministry and on the newsletters. You do such wonderful work in the  
community and elsewhere; I’m glad I can be a part of it. As an additional thank 
you, I’ve dedicated a day of my trip to you. I will send you a note on that day  
detailing the work we did with the hope of providing you with more insight on the 
fruit of your contribution. Your day is August 27. Thank you, again, and I hope you 

are blessed by this opportunity.  Blessings, Jessica Brower 

Greetings from the IMPACTO Founders 

Dear St. Andrew Family, 
 

Thank you for being so faithful to our ministry efforts with your financial support. This year 
has been one of changes but all were made because we felt God leading us. God has  
continued to bless our ministry and have seen many souls won for the Kingdom this year 
alone. The Happy Tummies, Abuelitos, training conferences, construction, and all the other 
ministries are doing really well. It is such a blessing to see the growth, both physical and 
spiritual in the children, the Abuelitos’ smiles, and the pastors and leaders learning more 
and more about the Bible and how to help their flocks. Again, thank you. All of these things 
are possible because of your financial support and prayers. You are a huge part of our 
ministry, and we pray that God is blessing you for your sacrifices. We look forward to our 
continued partnership in ministry. Our prayers are with you.  
 

Serving Christ with you, Luis and Dinora Martinez 

mailto:murphyma@mchsi.com
http://www.jessibrower.theworldrace.org/
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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

Camp Cardinal Building Team 

Camp Cardinal Building Team Update   by Jack Prall 

Steel erection and decking is mostly complete for the  
multi-purpose room (MPR) and 1/3 of the atrium, working east to 
west. Schedule for completion of the rest of the atrium and the 
sanctuary is by the end of February. Interior work will begin in 

March, as soon as enclosure of the structure allows. 

Street paving is essentially done, as well as concrete work in the 
upper parking lot. The majority of site grading and underground 

work is finished. 

The current schedule is for occupancy in August. As we proceed, 
any schedule slippage will trigger considerations for partial  
occupancy, such as finishing the upper floor of sanctuary, atrium 
and offices first, with lower floor class rooms and MPR to follow. 
So far, the schedule is holding for completion of everything in 
August. It is weather-dependent at this point. So far this winter, 

the weather has been in our favor. 

Costs are holding slightly above previous estimates. $12.2  
million for the building and site was reported in the  
Congregational Information meeting of April, 2016. We stand 
now at about $12.6 due to several required design changes,  
including some additional Iowa City requirements for permits, 
shortages in savings from the Value Engineering process, and 
effects of being three months late because of steel deliveries. 
This could increase with weather conditions and the yet  
undefined effects of three months loss in schedule. Every effort 

is being made by Apex and the Building Team to hold the costs. 

 

 

Session is working on an update of the Gifts and Memorials  
Policy for use with the building project. The Building Team is  
recommending no further expenditure beyond the basic scope 
until late summer, when total costs will be more completely  
defined. Our budget is very tight at this time and final costs could 
escalate somewhat with all the uncertainties. The Building Team 
recommends that the kitchen furnishings be a priority for special 
gifts when the time is compatible with the overall budget. All 

kitchen equipment was deferred to save about $80,000. 

The cost for the new organ portion of the project is holding firm at 
$485,000, which was the budget when the project began 3½ 
years ago. $185,000 of this has been raised through special  
contributions, the majority of which has come through gifts from 
outside of St. Andrew. The balance, $300,000, is part of the 
building budget. Installation will commence in the fall and final 
voicing will be done in early 2018. It is estimated that  

replacement value of the finished organ will be about $2 million. 

So, there is much work ahead and a number of uncertainties, but 

we are pleased with the state of the building project. 

January 18 View from Upper Parking Lot 

January 18 View from Lower  Parking Lot 
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Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 
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 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

The purpose of Friendship Dinners is to provide a hospitable place 
for people at St. Andrew to get to know each other  
better. The next two dinners will be held February 25 and March 
25, and you are welcome to attend either of them. The hosts  
provide the entrée and drinks, and guests are asked to bring side 
dishes. For more information, contact Connie Steele at  

connie.steele@gmail.com. 

Friendship DinnersFriendship Dinners  

Friendship Dinners 

Saturday, February 25 

Saturday, March 25 
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