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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

 A NOTE from Pastor Matt 

Good Mourning 
 
 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

As Ash Wednesday approaches, marking the beginning of the season of Lent, many of you will 
start thinking of things to give up. This is a traditional custom during Lent and a way of identifying 
with Christ’s suffering and sacrifice on the cross. While I encourage you to give something up for 
Lent, I would also like you to think of the season as a time of mourning.  
 

In many ways, the mourning process is a helpful analogy to what we are invited to observe during 
the season of Lent. Lent is a forty day period of reflection, instruction, and repentance that was 
originally set aside to prepare people for joining the church on Easter. The forty days is reminiscent 
of the forty days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness before beginning his ministry and the forty 
years the Israelites wandered in the desert before entering the Promised Land. Lent is a time of 
preparation where we let go of the past (repent of sins) and prepare for a new beginning (Easter)—
similar to when we mourn a loss with the hope of one day enjoying life anew. 
 

A key component of the Lenten observance involves letting go of our sins or repenting—which 
literally means turn around—sounds straightforward, but in reality it can be very difficult. What 
makes repentance challenging is when sin becomes an integral part of who we are or how we see 
ourselves. For instance, if greed is a sin in your life, then turning from greed will require you to 

leave behind the stuff you’ve been accustomed to accumulating—things that have come to define who you are or aspire to be. On 
the other hand, if your sin is deceit you might fear truth telling will expose parts of your life you’ve become comfortable hiding.  
Repentance takes work, but it is necessary work if we are to truly receive a new beginning in life and experience the true joy of the 
resurrection. 
 

This is why the season of Lent is such a gift to the Church. As you prepare for Easter, I invite you to adapt the mourning process I 
described above as a process for repentance. You can begin by reflecting on your sins and understanding them. What will you  
receive and what will you lose as a result of leaving sinful behavior behind? Now, invite God to help you grieve the loss of your false 
self, the one marked by sin, and begin—with God’s help—to move forward to the new beginning promised in Christ. Attending to this 
mourning/repentance process will benefit your relationship with God, with others, and with yourself! And remember, God proves his 
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) 
 

Good Mourning and Godspeed, 

Rev. Dr. Matt Paul is the head 

pastor at St. Andrew  

Presbyterian Church 



 

 

Deaths 
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Barb Elliott, January 5 
Jeff Astor, January 6 

Joyce Krause, January 7 
Lee Freeseman, January 21 

Stan Barber, January 21 
Rhett Sutphin, January 25 
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 Community Happenings 

Mark your calendars for the Souper Bowl on Sunday,  
February 7 at noon (after the 11:00 am service) in  
Fellowship Hall. We will be serving Potato Cheese Soup, Wild 
Rice Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup, breadsticks, dessert, and 
hosting our annual Chili Cook Off.  $5 per person, $15 per  
family; proceeds to benefit the St. Andrew  Deacons’ Fund. 
 

Please sign up for the Chili Cook off at the Welcome Table in 
the Narthex.  Jason Schmidt-Rundell won last year; join us to 
see if he will win again! 
 

Hosted by the St. Andrew Fellowship Team. 

AANNUALNNUAL  CCONGREGATIONALONGREGATIONAL  MMEETINGEETING  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 | 5:00PM 
 

A potluck will follow in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a main 

dish or side dish to share. Drinks and dessert will be  

provided. 

Shrove Tuesday 

All Church  

Pancake Supper 
February 9 

6:00 pm 
Fellowship Hall 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Organ Move Pancake Supper 
An amazing crew of 15 volunteers from St. Andrew and 
the Iowa City  community assisted a team of eight techs 
from Dobson Organ Builders in moving the newly restored 
Clapp Organ into storage on January 14. Bruce Hudson 
personally drove the Heartland Express semi to retrieve 

the instrument from Lake City.  

Thank you to all the volunteers for their help, Apex  
Construction for the storage area, and to Heartland  

Express for the semi! 

St. Andrew | PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

New Members 

St. Andrew welcomed two new members 
to the church on January 21: 
 

Stacie  Kasper by Reaffirmation of Faith 
and David Weitzel by Letter of Transfer. 
 

Stacie is married to Bryan Kasper and is 
the mother of 3 month old Leo. 
 

David is brother to member Matt Weitzel. 
 

Please say a word of welcome when you 
see them! 
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Guatemala 2016  
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Caring Ministries 

After a successful and very meaningful  
mission trip for more than 50 of our church 
members to Guatemala last spring break, a 
smaller group of 16 has decided to return 
this year.  Our trip dates are March 12-
19.  Our MOS team and Men’s Group have 
committed financial help. 
 

Once again we will be taking items much 
needed and wanted in Guatemala such as 
gently used or new shoes, peanut butter (an 
expensive luxury in Guatemala) and some  
over-the-counter medicines like children’s 
vitamins and aspirin (a suggested list will be 
available soon). 
 

An all-church fund-raising meal is planned 
for Sunday, February 21 in Fellowship Hall 
following the 11:00 worship service.  We ask 
for your prayers as we go to show Christ’s 
love in tangible ways with medical clinics, 
Bible lessons to Happy Tummies after-
school program, songs, crafts with the 
A b u e l i t o s  ( g r a n d p a r e n t s ) ,  a n d  
construction projects. 

Prayer Partners 
If you attend Sunday worship even on an occasional basis, you may have seen 
people praying in the area of the baptismal font after worship. Have you ever  
wondered who they are? 
 

The folks taking time to pray are called Prayer Partners. Prayer Partners are lay 
ministers who meet with people who desire person to person prayer. Anyone willing 
to be a Prayer Partner (Elders, Deacons, Prayer Ministry Team members, and Ste-
phen Ministers) is welcome to be a part of this team. Prayer Partners lead the pray-
er-seeker to a quiet spot nearby and ask something like, “How can we pray for 
you?” or “What is your prayer concern?”  
 

The Stephen Ministry team has just started a Sunday Prayer Support  
SignUpGenius for any Elder, Deacon, Prayer Ministry Team member, or Stephen 
Minister who would like to be a Prayer Partner. For more information, contact Bill 
Ford at wdford@mchsi.com. 

mailto:wdford@mchsi.com
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 Children, Youth & Families 
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February Cross+Roads 

The February 14 Cross+Roads is just around the corner, so we thought we’d give you a sneak preview of a couple of the upcoming 
sessions: 
 

Singing Songs of Passion 
Retell the Passion Story in a new way through hymns, psalms, and spiritual songs. In this session, we will utilize mu-
sic from our hymnal, Lift Up Your Hearts, to see how songs from all times and places not only help us retell the story of 
Jesus’ steps to the cross, but also how they can  help transform our hearts and minds. 
 

Third Way In a Nutshell 
In response to recent changes to the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA), St. 
Andrew has been discussing the subject of LGBT inclusion in the life of the church. Our 
conversation began with a congregational study of the book, A Letter to My  
Congregation, in which author Ken Wilson proposes a ‘third way’ response to the question grounded in 
the example found in Romans 14. If you’ve missed all or part of the congregational discussion, this is your 
opportunity to learn about the third way and see what lies ahead in this ongoing discussion. 
 

Walking the Labyrinth as a Spiritual Practice 
The labyrinth is a model or metaphor for life. The Christian life is often described as a pilgrimage or journey with God, a 
journey in which we can grow closer in relationship with God, and in turn, closer to others. We will look at different ap-
proaches to walking the labyrinth and spend time in prayer and meditation as we follow its path. 
 

Enacted Word: Exploring Scripture through Tableau Theater 
Enacted Word is a way of using theater to present Scripture. We will utilize the techniques of Tableau Theater and Oral  
Interpretation to proclaim Biblical texts and bring Scripture to life in worship. 

Come join your friends for an  
evening of football and fellowship as 
we watch the Denver Broncos take on 
the Carolina Panthers. Details of what 
to bring are in the photo to the right. 

The ETC Super Bowl Party  

February 7 at 5:00 pm  
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continued on page 10 

It started with a Connection Card at a worship service last  
summer. Our new Tuesday night ministry program for children 
was almost ready to launch, but we needed some volunteers,  
especially to coordinate the weekly meals. 
 

Marylu Watkins heard God calling that day, and she responded 
by indicating on her Connection Card that she might be  

interested in helping at *spark* on Tuesdays. 
 

“I can remember that moment very clearly,” she says. “I love  
helping children be whole, loved, and to grow and develop into 
the people they deserve to be and be strong in faith through our 
love. There had to be something ‘new’ in the works and I wanted 
to see if I could help. God knew and was guiding me, this I 
know.” 
 

Marylu’s background as a 
great cook, with a servant’s 
heart and we-can-do-this-
together attitude, made her 
the ideal volunteer to  
coordinate this ministry  
effort. In five months, 

Marylu and her *spark* 
Meal Team have grown  
i n t o  a  t i g h t - k n i t ,  
intergenerational group that 
operates as an efficient, 
well-oiled machine.  The 
Meal Team roster includes 
about a dozen people who 
help out every week or as 
their schedules allow. 
 

Each week, they serve  
between 50 and 85 adults 
and children in a timely manner. All are welcome—guests don’t 
have to have children in the program to attend the dinner. The 

“middle hour” at *spark*--the meal, family games, and 
“campfire music” led by Matthew Penning and David Duys—has 
turned into a time of warm fellowship and hospitality at its best. 
 

And Marylu’s team is efficient: Reservations are not required, so 
they never know exactly how many people they’ll be feeding. 
Still, the 11 meals they served in Fall 2015 cost an average of 
just $2.07 per person.   
 

The Meal Team gathered a few times early last fall to plot their 
plan: Create kid-friendly, nutritional meals in a quick and easy 
manner, with little clean-up required, and have fun doing it. They 
created a 6-week schedule for menus: Walking tacos, loose 

meat sandwiches, pasta, hot dogs, and sub sandwiches are  
prepared by the Meal Team. Every sixth week, families share a 
potluck supper, and the Meal Team gets a bit of a break from 
cooking. 
 

Volunteers of all ages have found their way to *spark* via the 
Meal Team.  Each Tuesday, children work together with retirees 
to cover all the details—setting tables, preparing food, making  
lemonade, and more.  
 

“What a joy to be part of the *spark* volunteer team!” says  
Maggie Dameron. “I was looking for something different to do at  
St. Andrew and have found a wonderful place to make friends, 
help with a meal for families to come together and enjoy.  

My favorite part has 
been getting to know 
the young kitchen  
volunteers and have 
them feel like they can 
visit with me any day, 
anywhere.  There is a 
place for the seniors in 
the lives of our  
youngest.” 
 

The *spark* schedule 
was new for St. Andrew  
families. Kindergarten-
2nd grade children  
attend right after school, 
from 4:00 to 5:30 pm.  
Families and friends of 
all ages eat supper  
t o g e t h e r ,  t h e n  
participate in games 

and music. Then the younger kids go home, and 3rd-6th graders 
stay for program activities.  With this new, overlapping schedule, 
nobody was sure how the meal time would play out. Would fami-
lies make this work? Would families want to eat supper at 
church every Tuesday? Could we feed that many people in a 
very short time? 
 

Yes, to all of the above. Families came up with all sorts of  
creative solutions to get their kids here and to eat together. 
Among the regular attendees are Tim and Becky Benson, and 
their sons, Cade, 9; Drew, 7; and Eli, 5. Tim is a teacher in the 
Clear Creek-Amana school district; Becky is a UIHC physician. 
“We know that we aren't unique in having a busy family  
schedule,” Becky says. “Being able to share the meal there has 
made Tuesday night ministry feasible for our family. Our  

Back row: Marylu, Jan, Maggie, and Pam 

Front row: LeAnn, Rebecca, and Ginni 

Story by Heather Woodin 

Photos by Lora Morgan Dunham + Heather Woodin 
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MOS November 2015 Consent Agenda Summary 

Mission, Outreach, and Support 

Through Presbyterian World Mission,  

St. Andrew Addresses Sexual Violence 

in Conflict in Eastern Congo 
  

The current issue of News from Presbyterian World Mission  
highlights the vision and work of Rev. Berthe Nzeba, the PC
(USA) International Peacemaker who St. Andrew hosted  last 
October.  As those who met and attended her presentation will 
recall, “Maman” Nzeba works closely with PC(USA) mission  
co-worker, Christi Boyd, in the eastern sector of the Congo  
ministering to women and orphans who are victims of continuing 
brutal conflict and sexual violence in the eastern sector of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.   St. Andrew continues to be part 
of their outreach of mercy and reconciliation both through our 
prayers, and a recent benevolence contribution of $2,000 to 
Presbyterian World Mission in support of their work.  Please 
open the blog below and prayerfully read more details:  
http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/reconciliation/ 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Andrew Local Benevolence  

Targets Hunger and Poor Nutrition 
 

Letters of appreciation have been received by MOS and the 
Men’s Fellowship for St. Andrew’s contributions, continuing over 
many years, in support of the Iowa City Table to Table program, 
and the Iowa City Free Lunch Program.  

  

From  Bob Andrlik, Executive Director of Table to Table:  “I am 
writing on behalf of Table to Table to thank you for your kind 
support of our programs.  Thanks to your support, we were able 
to keep wholesome, nutritious food from going to waste.  We 
know that our efforts are only possible because of the  
contributions we receive from generous donors like you.  Thank 
you so much for St. Andrew’s steadfast support of our work in 
the community.  We couldn’t do what we do without you!  Many 
thanks, Bob.”  New drivers are always welcome!   
Contact bob@table2table.org 

  

And from Susan Eberly, Secretary of the Free Lunch Board of 
Directors: “On behalf of the volunteer teams, the diners, and the 
board of directors of the Iowa City Free Lunch Program, I am 
writing to thank you for your very generous donation to 
ICFLP.  Your gift will help us continue to provide free, hot,  
nutritious noon meals Monday through Saturday, all year 
round.  In 2015, we served an average of 140 meals a day, or 
more than 43,500 lunches for the year, thanks to the volunteer 
efforts of more than 900 open hearted, community-minded  
individuals.  Each noon a different team of volunteers, who come 
to us from more than 35 different community groups and  
organizations, prepares and serves the meal.”   Volunteers from 
St. Andrew have served the noon meal on the first Wednesday 
of the month for over 20 years.  Contact Shirley Maxey, 
319/338.5122, to be part of the team!   

●Allocation of $250 from LDB funds for continuing support of St. Andrew Mental Health Initiatives.  
 

●The Guatemala IMPACTO mission trip was moved to Spring Break, 2016, when approximately 20 members of St. Andrew will  
participate. Session will recall its previous approval of $3,000 in support of a November trip; these funds will now be carried over in support 
of the spring break trip, with Session approval. An additional amount not to exceed $7,000 from available 2015 MOS funds is requested as 
carry-over support for the 2016 trip. Thus, a $10,000 total carryover will provide assurance to those families currently prayerfully considering 
the trip and needing support to participate that support funds are already set aside.  
 

●One of the continuing outreach initiatives with IMPACTO over the summer and fall has been the provision of school bags for  
distribution to children at its mission school Shipping, however, proved a challenge until Heartland Express stepped forward and  
provided gratis shipping to the US IMPACTO headquarters on the East Coast (thanks, Bruce Hudson!). The Latino shipping agency used by 
IMPACTO will now transport the backpacks. $700 from the Kelting Memorial Fund for Foreign Mission was requested for this purpose. 
 

●Allocations from LDB funds in the continuing amount of $2,500 each for programming and personal support requested by Ellie  
Alberhasky, director of Young Life youth ministries in Iowa City, and by Chaplain John Sellers for his outreach ministry with Youth for Christ 
Juvenile Justice Ministries.  

http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/reconciliation/
mailto:bob@table2table.org


 

 

 

There’s still time to turn in your 
2016 pledge to the office. Your 
commitment will assist our budget 
team in planning for this coming 
year. If you need a pledge card, 
they can be found at the Welcome 
Table in the Narthex and in the 
church of f ice .  Quest ions?  
Contact Rebecca Schuchert,  
F in ance  Ad min is t ra to r,  a t 
rschuchert@saintandrew-
ic.org or 319/338.7523. 

December 2015 General Fund 

8   Messenger | February 2016 

 Financials 
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Presbytery of  
East Iowa  

62% 

General  
Assembly 

22% 

Synod 
16% 

 

 December  Year to Date  Annual Budget 
 Annual Budget  

 Percentage 

 Annual Budget  

 Difference 

 TOTAL INCOME  $       114,961   $       909,216   $       945,553  96.2%   $        (36,337) 

      

 EXPENSES 
     

 Operations  $         12,803   $       164,409   $       186,619  88.1%   $        (22,211) 

 Mission  $         14,344   $       125,584   $       132,378  94.9%   $          (6,794) 

 Programs  $           1,644   $         37,136   $         49,835  74.5%   $        (12,699) 

 Personnel  $         48,828   $       525,384   $       576,721  91.1%   $        (51,337) 

       

 TOTAL EXPENSES  $         77,619   $       852,512   $       945,553  90.2%   $        (93,041) 

      

 Excess Income/Expenses  $         37,341   $         56,704   $                 -      $         56,704  

2016 Pledges 

Per capita funding is how Presbyterians 
mutually share the costs of coming  
together to discern the Spirit’s leading for 
the future. The total per capita amount 
for 2016 is $33. The breakdown is as 
follows: 
 

$20.63 Presbytery  

$7.12 General Assembly 

$5.25 Synod  
 
 

Please remit $33 for every  
confirmed member in your family. Thank 
you. 

Per Capita 

mailto:rschuchert@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:rschuchert@saintandrew-ic.org


 

 

GroupMester  2016 Begins Ends 

Winter GroupMester Sunday, January 3 Saturday, March 5 

Small Group Sabbath Month March  

Spring GroupMester Sunday, April 3 Saturday, June 4 

Small Group Sabbath Month  June  

Optional Summer GroupMester Sunday, July 3 Saturday, August 27 
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Small groups meet on a trimester schedule called GroupMesters. Here is our calendar for this school year:  If you want to be contacted 
about small groups, please call the church office at 319/338.7523 or mark your Connection Card on Sunday in worship.  

Small Groups 

Hannah the Prayer Warrior 
You are invited to 
the 2016 Women’s 
Retreat, Come to 
the Well, which will 
be held March 4 
and 5 at St.  
Andrew.  The focus 
is Jesus’ encounter 
with the Samaritan 
woman at the well.  
Registration is now 
open and costs $10. 
You can find forms on 
the Welcome Table in the Narthex.  For more information,  
contact Denise Schmitz at denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com. 

     Jesus & the Samaritan Woman at the  

     Well by Guercino 
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 Relationships 

Hannah had a problem.  In a society that highly valued women 
with children, Hannah had none.  Not only that, she was put 
down, ridiculed by a family rival who had several kids.   
Hannah’s husband sympathized and did what he could.  In  
desperation, Hannah prayed, promising God that if she could 
have a male child, she would give him back to the Lord for his 
service.  It happened.  She became pregnant, had the baby—a 
boy, Samuel—and gave him to the Lord, under the chief priest 
of the day, Eli.  Hannah went on to have at least six other 
youngsters.  In time Samuel himself became chief priest and 
the one who anointed David (yes, that king David) to become 
ruler over Israel.  How do you think Hannah felt?  Do you have 
a problem you can’t solve, an issue you live with constantly?   
You can read Hannah’s story.  It’s in chapter one of the first 
book of Samuel. 
 

—Bill Ford 

Women’s Retreat 

Meditations on the Seven Last Words of Christ 

During the Lenten season, we are invited to meditate on the 
cross of Christ and the great witness we find there to the  
sacrificial love of God, made evident in Jesus' pierced hands, 
feet, and side. As he suffered those wounds on the cross, 
Jesus spoke to his disciples, offered forgiveness, and prayed 
to the Father, before breathing his last. There is much we can 
learn from Jesus' last words. 
 
Join us on February 18, and on the remaining Thursdays of 
Lent (February 25, March 3, 10, 17, & 24), at 6:30 pm to 
share a potluck meal and to experience a series of brief 
meditations on the on the seven last words of Christ, through 
word, song, and prayer. Scriptures we will cover include: 

Luke 23:34 
Luke 23:43 
John 19:26 
John 19:28 
Mark 15:34 
John 19:30 

mailto:denise.a.schmitz@gmail.com
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Cover Story continued from page 6 

younger two kids get dropped off by grandparents, and then Tim 
and our oldest can come after their school activities. I can meet 
them, coming straight from work, and not having to worry about 
getting a dinner of my own on the table around everyone else's 
activities.” 
 

The main courses are offered to guests from two serving lines. 
Side dishes and drinks are on the dining tables, family-style. 

Each week, participants are encouraged to “*spark* a  
discussion” by answering the question on a card at their table, 
such as, “If you could go anywhere in the world, where would 
you go?” “What’s your favorite breakfast?” and (on the Tuesday  
before Reformation Sunday, when kids learned about Martin 
Luther’s 95 Theses): “Talk about a time you changed  
something.” 
 

All members of the Meal Team recognize that the Holy Spirit is 
moving through them. The group prays before each meal, just 
before the doors open and the diners swarm in. Marylu follows 
up each meal with an email to the Meal Team that recaps the 
night’s meal, covers the “to do” list for the next week, and 

acknowledges God’s hand in all that happens at *spark*.   Her 
notes have turned into inspiring messages, helping the Meal 
Team to recognize the importance of their work and to gel as a 
small group. 
 

After the first meal in January, Marylu wrote, “Maybe resolutions 
aren’t so much about losing weight, making more money, having 
more time for fun, or fleeting things but more about those  
blessings God has given us and we have to slow down, look 

around, step back and listen to what He is trying to “tell” us. We 
have just spent the past few weeks celebrating the birth of His 
son, who was born for US. To die for US.   Listen…Ponder a 
while. “  
 

Marylu and her husband Dave are quick to credit God for all their 
blessings, and they recognize many others who work together on 
projects at the church and in the community.  
 

They live in Moscow, about a 35-minute drive from St. Andrew. 
They are dairy farmers and native Iowans.  They moved to their 
farm in 1969. Now, the big white farmhouse is the preferred  
gathering place for family get-togethers.  The couple has strong 
roots in Muscatine County. Dave was elected to multiple terms 
on the county Board of Supervisors and the School Board. 
Marylu worked at a dental office, and both have been involved 
with 4-H, school projects, and other local activities. They joined 
St. Andrew about seven years ago. 
 

“My life is so rich...and I am grateful for the blessings that  
surround me,” she says.  
 

And each Tuesday, a whole bunch of hungry people are grateful 
for the *spark* Meal Team and how God is working in this place. 
 

The *spark* kitchen team includes Maggie Dameron, Ginni 
Gibson, Emma Hartman, LeAnn Otterbein, Rebecca Schuchert, 
Jan Taylor, Marnie Vonderhaar, Marylu Watkins, and Pam 
Wurster, plus youth leaders and others who help as the  
schedules allow. 
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 Session Highlights 
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 Administration 

The overall construction program has 
been reviewed in the January Messenger 
article and the current Annual Report. 
This is an update from that material. 
 

The water line is under construction.  
Completion is difficult to predict because 
the City has raised several questions due 
to soil conditions and relationship to the 
culvert under the entrance road. This 
could have overall schedule implications, 
depending on how long it takes to reach 
resolution. More information later. 
 

The final permit for the building is nearing 
completion. Some details are still being 
worked, but no big issues are expected. 
With this approved and the water line 
finished, work will begin on pouring the 
footers. That, hopefully, will begin in  
February, with foundation walls following 
that. 
 

CCBT has been working in conjunction 
with Elevate and Apex on value engineer-
ing possibilities to reduce the construction 
cost overage. The approved budget for all 
site, road and building costs is $12.17 

million. The first cut with all sub contracts 
tallied was about $800,000 above this. To 
date we have been able to reduce the 
overage by about $700,000. More work 
continues. 
 

Part of the savings are in design changes 
that have minimal effect on structure, 
function or appearance. Larger savings 
are in reducing allowances for some 
scope. It should be pointed out that these 
are deferred items that can be done later 
as additional funding becomes  
possible. 
 

The furniture allowance has been reduced 
from $225,000 to $125,000. The first  
allowance included new seating in the 
sanctuary, new chancel furniture, new 
office furniture, new chairs in the MPR 
and miscellaneous furniture in the  
classrooms and library. This reduction will 
require the use of some existing furniture 
for use in the new building. Details of this 
will have to be worked out among  
appropriate parties and coordinated with 
the Transition Team. 
 

The commercial kitchen allowance is  
reduced by $78,000, essentially the  
allowance for equipment; all wiring and 
plumbing rough-ins will be provided, along 
with counters and cabinets. 
 

The allowance for audio/visual and  
theater lighting was $470,000. This will be 
reduced significantly, but the final budget 
is being determined. Again, rough-ins will 
be provided, along with some basic  
equipment. 

 

Good news is that the Clapp organ was  
successfully moved in to its new storage  
facility in Iowa City. Many volunteers and 
Heartland Express contributed to this 
move. It will remain there until final instal-
lation sometime in 2017. 
 

It is an exciting time, with many issues, 
but we are finally building!! Completion is 
scheduled for the end of this year, but 
many issues could affect that. Time will 
tell and God willing. We are always  
optimistic. 
 

—Jack Prall 

Special Session Meeting, October 25, 2015 
Session received Mary Oliver Nyoma and Samuel Santino Laku, 
John and Sheri Austin, and Brad and Stephanie Dunlap into 

membership. 

Special Session Meeting, November 5, 2015 
Session met to receive a report of the Camp Cardinal Building 
Team regarding the construction bid summary assembled by 
Apex Construction. Session approved sub-contract expenditures 
for the new building and instructed CCBT to limit the total to less 
than $8.221m for the building and within an overall budget of 
$12.17m. Several areas were outlined where costs could be 
trimmed or deferred, and that would allow essential  
sub-contracts to be finalized. A motion to contract for aerial  

photography and videos was also approved. 

Special Session Meeting, November 8, 2015 
Session approved revisions to the non-binding agreement with 
Ryan Companies; namely the inclusion of language pertaining to 
the sharing of costs for the preparation and maintenance of a 

water retention pond at the Camp Cardinal property. 

Session Meeting, November 19, 2015 
 Session received a status report from the Budget Working 

Team. 

 Jason Schuchert shared the Finance Team’s latest  

projections for funding the Camp Cardinal project. 

 Approved a motion to retain Bill Wittig as the church’s  

Realtor for the south triangle property. 

 Transition Team reported on options for temporary space 
between June 1 and completion of the new building. Options 

are still being explored. 

 The elders continued discussion about the congregational 
study of A Letter to My Congregation and possible next 
steps. A small group of session members was appointed to 
meet, continue the conversation, and to report back to the 

session. 
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Pastors 
 Rev. Dr. Matt Paul, Pastor/Head of Staff  mpaul@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor  kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 
 

 

Office 
 Rebecca Schuchert, Finance Admin.       rschuchert@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Sarah Dyck, Office & Comm. Admin.   sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Karen Wieting, Ministry Assistant   kwieting@saintandrew-ic.org 
 

 

Children, Youth, & Families 
 Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries  rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries  hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Jasia Standley, Lead Nursery Caregiver  jasia.standley@gmail.com 
 

 

Music 
 Matthew Penning, Director of Music Min.  mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Kristen DeGrazia, Assistant Director of 

      Children’s & Youth Music    kdegrazia@saintandrew-ic.org 

 Lee Rabe, Assist. Dir. of Instrumental Min.  lmrabe@aol.com 

 Staff 

Church activity cancellations for winter-weather-related 
reasons do not always align with the Iowa City  
Community School District (ICCSD) closure. 
 

Any decision to cancel scheduled church programs 
and/or meetings will be made by noon on the day of 
the event. Decisions to cancel Sunday worship will be 
made by 6:00 am. Any closure or cancellation will be 
posted on the church website, Facebook page, KCRG, 
and the church voicemail. 

Inclement  
Weather Policy 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
1300 Melrose Avenue, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

 Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  
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