
Questions about St. Andrew Reopening to In-Person Worship 
[Updated July 6, 2020]


During its most recent meeting, St. Andrew’s Session approved a set of 
recommendations and guidelines for a gradual reopening of St. Andrew’s 
building for in-person worship and other programming. The following Q&A 
(updated July 6) provides answers to many of the questions we have heard over 
the past few months.


Some of the sources we have considered when discussing how to reopen the 
building in phases includes:

• Returning to Sacred Spaces Amid Covid-19, by the Cleveland Clinic.

• Returning to Public Worship Theological and Practical Considerations, by the 

PC(USA) Office of the General Assembly.


Please keep checking for updates to this plan.

 
When will we begin to meet again in-person for worship? Because 
conditions change so quickly, it's difficult to set a specific date. We initially were 
hoping to begin limited in-person worship in July, but the spike in the local 
COVID infection rate has pushed the possible start date back to at least August 
2. Stay tuned for more instructions as we get closer to that date.


Should I wear a face covering? Absolutely. The Session is asking all members 
and friends of St. Andrew over the age of 2 to wear a face mask or face shield 
when in the building for a public gathering. Our ushers and greeters will have 
masks and shields available for worshipers who arrive without one. We are 
exploring the option of creating custom-made St. Andrew cloth masks, and we 
will have hand sanitizer stations throughout the building.


Will we be able to sing as a congregation? In our hearts, but not with our 
voices. Because COVID-19 has been spread through group singing, the 
PC(USA) is recommending we not include congregational song in our in-person 
worship services. The Worship Team is scheduling instrumental music and 
amplified solo voices from the chancel and organ loft. 


Will there be nursery services available? No. The Children’s and Family 
Ministries Team is recommending that we not offer nursery services at least until 
at least Labor Day. In fact, during the initial phase of reopening the building for 

https://cle.clinic/2VaH0m2
https://bit.ly/36F0bcc


in-person worship, we will be asking worshippers to avoid the lower level of the 
building altogether.


Are we going back to multiple worship services? Not for a while yet. We 
originally planned to go back to two services, but it’s proving very difficult to line 
up the musicians, ushers/greeters, worship leaders, and A/V technicians needed 
to allow us to offer two worship services — especially if/when those plans need 
to be scrapped because of last-minute public health changes. Continuing with a 
single service would allow us to be more flexible in moving forward with an 
actual reopening. 


Will ushers and greeters be turning people away if too many people show 
up? Perhaps, but we are trying to avoid it. We are spacing out our pew chairs in 
the Sanctuary to encourage physical distancing. We are also exploring how to 
use the Atrium as overflow seating. But if both those rooms are filled to reduced 
capacity, our ushers and greeters may ask worshippers to come back for a later 
service (or to join the service online).


 What if I’m uncomfortable about returning to in-person worship? Please 
join us from home at 11 a.m. or later on Sunday. We will continue to work on 
improving the quality of the worship service we livestream from the Sanctuary. 
We encourage anyone who is ill, out-of-town, or otherwise self-isolating to join 
us virtually.


 Will there be opportunity to socialize? We will not be offering coffee or donuts 
between services. Instead, we are encouraging people to leave the building 
directly after the worship service and do any of their socializing in small, 
distanced groups outside—away from the main door areas.


 What if a second wave of COVID infections begins? St. Andrew’s Session 
and staff will continue to monitor the public health recommendations offered by 
our local experts as well as our denominational representatives. If the situation 
calls for a return to livestream-only worship, the church leaders will remain open 
to making that decision at that time. 
 
 
More detailed information will be provided over the next few weeks. But if you 
have any questions about St. Andrew's current plans for reopening, please 
contact the church office at office@saintandrew-ic.org. 
 
As James 4:8 reminds us: "Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands ... and purify your hearts." 
 
St. Andrew's Session & Staff
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