


Draft Session Minutes 

October 15, 2020 

Attending Members: Timothy Benson, Graham Dameron, Kathy Duys, Susie Engelhardt, 
Melissa Fath, Margaret Heidger, Crispin Ng’oma, Beth Anne Pigge, Karen Raynor, Heidi 
Schmidt-Rundell, Becka Simpson, Greg Thomopulos, Toni Van Voorhis, and Rev. Kyle 
Otterbein.


Excused Members: Rev. Dr. Danie DeBeer, moderator; Patti Benson, clerk; Elders Eric Goers, 
Nathan Schuchert, and Doug Wildes.


The meeting began via Zoom at 7 p.m.


The first order of business was to appoint Jeff Charis-Carlson as clerk pro tem — which was 
done without objection. 	


Elder Toni Van Voorhis led the Session in devotions. 


Motion: To approve the agenda. MSC 

Motion: To approve the minutes from September 17, 2020, with corrections. 
(Approved by consensus) 

Motion: To accept the submitted reports from the Deacons and the Interiors, Child 
Protection Policy, Children’s and Family Ministries,  Stewardship, and Worship 
teams. MSC 

Baptism:

• Henry Schnickler (September 8)

• Lucy Charis-Carlson (September 13) 

Associate Pastor Report:  

Pastor Kyle noted that, in addition to preparing for his son’s wedding and the funeral for 
Beth Jorgensen, he has been focused on producing his new daily podcast, “Faithlinks,” 
which is available on Apple Podcasts and through the St. Andrew App. He encouraged 
elders to listen to the episodes available and provide feedback. 


Session members asked about the progress on the Faith Network, which is the staff’s 
defined ministry focus for the Fall. Kyle noted that the network is represented visually 
through the names clipped to the net on the Mission wall in the Atrium. He has been 
working with Deacons, and eventually with Elders, to reach out to the people in their 
own network to strengthen the connections within the congregation during this time of 
physical distancing.

Director of Youth Ministries Report: Session accept the report on the safety 
precautions being taken as both ETC and BASIC move indoors. In the event of a 



COVID-positive report from a leader or student, staff was encouraged to notify the 
county public health department for assistance with contact tracing.  

Mission Funding Requests: 

Motion: To approve the following funding requests from MOS: 
• $3,000: To renew support for Andy and Nichole Stewart, who are learning Hindi 

in the U.S. as they await the opportunity to return to Southeast Asia. 
• $1,500: As a recurring gift to support the United Presbyterian Home, a retirement 

home for retired pastors and missionaries in Washington, Iowa. MC 
 

October Finance Report: 

	Elder Tim Benson reported that giving remains about 10 percent under the same period 
last year, but expenses likewise are about 10 percent lower. So the church’s financial 
condition remains about break even. With the end of the year coming upon us, the team 
is turning its attention to the upcoming Stewardship Campaign and the process of 
setting the annual budget for 2021. 


Capital Campaign pledges continue to come it at such a positive rate that the Finance 
Team is considering making another $30,000 prepayment on the church’s loan.


Buildings and Grounds Team:  

Elder Melissa Fath reports that progress is being made on upgrading one of the bath 
doors to become automatic. A mechanism had been saved from 1300 Melrose that 
could be repurposed for our current building.


The team also is working with Elder Eric Goers to strengthen the proposed alcohol use 
policy in the church building. The team expects to bring an updated proposal to the 
Session at a future meeting. 


Worship Team: 

Christmas Eve Plans: The Worship Team and staff have reached the consensus 
opinion that  COVID-19 concerns (especially when combined with potentially bad 
weather and  the regular seasonal flu) would make it dangerous to hold in-person 
services on Christmas Eve.  


The current plan is to record a Christmas service at 7 p.m. Friday December 11 that 
would then be edited and combined with additional video and premiered on  the church 
YouTube channel at 5 p.m. December 24. The team and staff also plan to make 
Christmas Eve Kits (with candles and other items) to distribute to families. 


No Session member objected to the plan, but stressed the need to reach out to 
members of the congregation who may be feeling especially isolated on Christmas Eve. 
At the very least, multiple Zoom gatherings will be scheduled to allow people to see one 
another over distance.


Pastor Nominating Committee:  

Elder Becka Simpson reports that the committee is continuing the process of 
considering candidates for the next pastor. The teams co-moderators will be 



participating in the Congregation Zoom Update being organized by the Stewardship 
Team on October 25.


The meeting adjourned in prayer at 8:14 p.m.


