


Connecting Hearts | Renewing Lives Messenger   |   December 2021

ADDRESSING SOME VERY
‘ADVENT-FULL’ QUESTIONS
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The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined. (Isaiah 9:2)

Dear Ones,

This past Sunday marked the beginning of the Advent season.  The Candle of Hope was ignited 
in the sanctuary --and its light is shining forth in anticipation of the Christ Candle being lit on 
Christmas Eve.

And the Good News is this . . .the darkness cannot put out this vibrant light. We will be told of 
this promise in song and scripture throughout this Advent season.  Love will break into our 
bruised and battered world—offering to us the Advent promise.  But what does it look like, feel 
like, to embody this light and make it our own? How do we soften our hardened hearts and our 
bruised souls to let the light enter in?  How do we turn our closed and clenched fists into open 
and outstretched hands? 

A few years ago, I came upon a poem by Jan Richardson that addresses these very Advent-full questions
—and I hope you will find her writing helpful in the midst of your own Advent preparations: 

How the Light Comes

I cannot tell you
how the light comes.
What I know
is that it is more ancient
than imagining.
That it travels
across an astounding expanse
to reach us.
That it loves
searching out
what is hidden
what is lost
what is forgotten
or in peril
or in pain.
That it has a fondness
for the body
for finding its way
toward flesh
for tracing the edges
of form
for shining forth
through the eye,
the hand,
the heart.

During its Nov. 18 meeting, St. Andrew’s 
Session voted to earmark $15,000 for 
mission and ministry programs focused 
on Food Security in 2022. The Mission, 
Outreach, and Service Team has 
selected Food Security as their main 
focus next year — recognizing that other 
mission projects will continue receiving 
support as well.

The Session approved the Worship 
Team’s request to offering a single 
worship service during the Sundays 
following Christmas and New Year’s. For 
both Dec. 26 and Jan. 2, there will only 
be an 11 a.m. service scheduled. (Pastor 
Rob plans to be at the church building 
early each Sunday to greet anyone who 
mistakenly arrives for an earlier service.)

Session answered questions from the 

Nominating Team concerning the team’s 
efforts to fill the next slate of church 
officers for the 2022-23 program year. 
The slate will include nominations for 
Elders, Deacons, Personnel, Treasurer, 
and Nominating Team. The team’s efforts 
will begin revving up soon, and the 
congregation will vote on the slate during 
the June Congregational Meeting.

Session also granted permission for the 
Rev. Sarah Goettsch to celebrate 
communion during the Women’s Retreat 
scheduled for the first weekend in 
February.

Information about St. Andrew’s Session 
can be found at http://saintandrew-
ic.org/who-we-are/session.
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OUR CHURCH FINANCES IN WORDS … AND NUMBERSI cannot tell you
how the light comes,
but that it does.
That it will.
That it works its way
into the deepest dark
that enfolds you,
though it may seem
long ages in coming
or arrive in a shape
you did not foresee.
And so
may we this day
turn ourselves toward it.
May we lift our faces
to let it find us.
May we bend our bodies
to follow the arc it 
makes.
May we open
and open more
and open still
to the blessed light
that comes.

I hope to see you during this Advent Season as we prepare to open our hearts and hands—even our very 
lives—to the “blessed light that comes!”

Much Peace,

Pastor Rob

http://saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/session
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community on Christmas Eve.
✠ During the 5 p.m. service there will be 
children sharing music and lots of carol 
singing.
✠ During the 7 p.m. service, the Logos Choir 
will be singing some familiar tunes and the 
bells and instrumental groups are preparing 
beautiful recordings to share.
✠ During the 11 p.m. service, we will feature 

special small groups and solos in a more 
intimate service, with communion provided. 
It will truly be a sacred evening filled with 
light. 

May the light of the coming Christ fill your 
hearts and lives this December. 

— Mary Jane Knight, Interim Director of 
Music Ministries

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS AND OTHER MUSICAL OPPORTUNITIES THIS SEASON ‘LIGHTING THE WAY TO THE CHRIST CHILD’: A LUMINARIES DISPLAY
The holidays are upon us! And with 
that comes the time of the year when 
the highest number of people in our 
country listen to the same music. One 
might conclude that “holiday magic” 
has a lot to do with shared holiday 
music experiences. And so, we are 
anticipating lots of Advent and 
Christmas music magic at Saint 
Andrew, from our bells, woodwinds, 
brass, strings, choirs, organ, guitars, 
and soloists. 

Make sure you put on your calendar 
Sunday Dec. 12. We will be 
presenting the same service of 
Lessons and Carols at both the 8:30 
and 11 a.m. services. This will be a 
joyous service featuring Bible 
readings telling the Christmas story 
and lots of familiar carols and 
anthems, sung by the congregation 
and led by Logos Choir, handbell 
ensembles, and St. Andrew’s Brass. 

With vaccinations finally becoming 
available for children, there is a short-
term opportunity in December for 3rd 
through 8th graders to sing together 
in a choir that will meet on 
Wednesdays to prepare for singing 
during the 5 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service.

We will begin rehearsing on Dec. 1, 
right before the IGNITE! dinner. We 
will rehearse at 5:15 p.m., spread out 
in the Sanctuary with masks. 
Rehearsals will last until 6 p.m., 
except on Dec. 1, when we will end at 
5:45 p.m. to enjoy the community 
meal.

So, if you have a child who is 
interested, please put Dec. 1, 8, 15, 
22, and 24 on your calendar. I am 
excited to sing with our children and 
youth, and hopefully there will be enough 
interest that we can continue in a similar 
fashion after the holidays.

I also will be contacting strings players to find a 
time to come together and play some 
Christmas carols, so if you or your child plays, 
please let me know.

Finally, we hope that you will join our 

Amid the darkness of last year’s COVID shut-
downs, three generations of St. Andrews’ 
Penn Family decided bring some light to the 
neighborhood by organizing a display of 
luminaries in St. Andrew’s parking lots: 
“Lighting the Way to the Christ Child.”

That tradition established in 2020 is continuing 
this year on Sunday Dec. 12. 

Setting up the parking lot will begin at 3 p.m., 
and an estimated 400 candles will be lit closer 
to sunset.

Several volunteers (along with some donated 
supplies) are needed to make this year’s 
display a success. Spots are available for 
everything from bag openers, to sand pourers, 
to candle-lighters, to Living Nativity Scene 
participants. Clean up will begin after all the 
candles have burned out.

To take part in this year’s display, contact 
Jeremy and Sara Penn directly or visit the 
Sign Up Genius page online at https://bit.ly/
SAPC-lights.

One of St. Andrew’s local mission partners, the 
Bird House, is organizing a specular display of 
lights in the West Overlook Campground near 
the Coralville Dam.

The display will run nightly from Thanksgiving 
to New Year’s (Monday-Thursday, 5:30-8 p.m.; 
Friday-Sunday, 5-9 p.m.). 

The costs are $10 per car, $20 per large van, 
$30 per mini-bus, and $50 per charter bus. 
Wednesdays, however, are walk through 
events, closed to cars and only $5 per person.

More information is available at https://bit.ly/
holiday-lights-at-the-lake or on the group’s 
Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/
HolidayLightsatTheLake.

Given St. Andrew’s support of the Bird 
House’s hospice ministry, we also are 
encouraging members to sign up as 
volunteers throughout the season. The Sign 
Up Genius for volunteers can be found at 
https://bit.ly/holiday-lights-volunteers.

Volunteers staff last year’s luminary display in St. Andrew’s upper parking lot.
This year’s display is scheduled for Sunday Dec. 12 (3 p.m. for set up and 5 p.m. for candle lighting) \. 

More information is available at https://bit.ly/SAPC-lights 

BIRD HOUSE SPONSORING ‘HOLIDAY LIGHTS AT THE LAKE’ DISPLAY

Mary Jane Knight, St. Andrew’s Interim Director of Music Ministries, is organizing a number
of short-term musical opportunities for musicians of all ages during the Advent Season.

Contact her at mknight@saintandrew-ic.org for more information.
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6 PC(USA)’S CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: THE PERFECT GIFT 7A CALENDAR OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVENTS @ ST. ANDREW
The Advent and Christmas Season @ St. Andrew kicked 
off on Sunday Nov. 21 with an in-person component of the 
Alternative Gift Market on display in the MPR. That giving 
opportunity will continue both online (https://bit.ly/SAPC-
AGM-2021) and on display in Room 103. (See Page 8 for 
information about other giving opportunities.)

Sunday Worship Services throughout Advent will feature 
Family Candle Lighting, Heartfelt Singing, and Inspiring 
Promptings. On Sunday Dec. 5, Communion will be 
celebrated in the 8:30 and 11 a.m. services, and both 
services on Sunday Dec. 12 will focus on “Lessons and 
Carols,” telling the Advent story through special music. (See 
Page 4 for information about musical opportunities.)

This year’s Christmas Pageant will again be presented 
virtually, going live on our YouTube channel at 2 p.m. 
Sunday Dec. 12. And after sunset that same evening, St. 
Andrew’s parking lot will be transformed in to a Luminaries 
display “Lighting the Way to the Christ Child” for our 
members, friends, and neighbors. (More information is 
available on Page 5.)

Between services on Sunday Dec. 19, “Cocoa and Carols” 
will be served in the Atrium, with the singing being let by 
Mary Jane Knight, our interim director of music ministries.

Three in-person, candlelight worship services are scheduled 
for Christmas Eve (Dec. 24). No activities will be scheduled 
between Christmas Eve services to allow for a smooth 
transition between people leaving and entering the building.
  ✠ The service at 5 p.m. is designed to be enjoyed by all 
ages, mindful of children.
  ✠ The service at 7 p.m. will feature the Logos Choir and 
other live and pre-recorded musicians. 
  ✠ The service at 11 p.m. will offer a more intimate 
experience, complete with a midnight Communion.

Only 11 a.m. worship services will be scheduled for the 
Sundays after Christmas (Dec. 26) and New Year’s (Jan. 2). 
All worship services will be livestreamed on St. Andrew’s 
YouTube Channel (http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube). 

For more information about our Advent and Christmas 
calendar, email office@saintandrew-ic.org or call 
319-338-7523. The church office will be closed between 
Christmas and New Year’s, although phone calls to the office 
will be forwarded.

In the story of God, as we tell it, there is 
a barrier that exists between the Created 
world and its Creator. A wall. Sin, we 
say, separates us from God, and 
separation from God is unbearable.  

And our story goes on to say that God, 
seeing that we had no hope in ourselves 
of getting over, or through or around 
what separates us, offered us a gift in 
Jesus Christ who opens a door — a door 
we could not open ourselves.  

What a gift! But the story goes on to say 
that Jesus is the perfect gift; not only 
opening a door but coming through it. 
Our story says God is with us.  

In Jesus, God joined with humanity, 
pointing the way to the end of our 
separation. And in his life, death and 
resurrection, so our story of God goes, 
Jesus is the door, now standing open. 
The giving continues because God is 
with us, still — and always.  

Because being with us is part of God’s 
story, being with others is part of our call.  

The Christmas Joy Offering opens 
doors of opportunity for the leaders who 
are shaped and supported through our 
gifts — doors that lead to hopeful futures 
for young people at Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color. Our gifts 
open doors that lead to relief for church workers and 
their families when emergency needs arise.

Proverbs, a book of wisdom sayings, states that it’s a 
person’s gift that opens doors. As we give generously 
to the Christmas Joy Offering, we seek to not only 
meet needs, but to meet people, to come through the 
door that generosity opens. We open the door to 
celebrate “God with us!” We open the door with each 
and every student who will soon inspire and lead the 
world. We open the door with each and every church 
worker who helps us share God’s story with the world.  

The story of God, as we tell it, is not about a barrier, 
but about a gift. It’s not about the separation, but about 
the gift of “being with.”

Please give generously to the Christmas Joy Offering, 
either during in-person worship services throughout 
December, through St. Andrew’s website (https://
bit.ly/sapc-give) or directly through the PC(USA) 
(https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-
info/christmas-joy).

RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH GIVING
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December, through St. Andrew’s website (https://
bit.ly/sapc-give) or directly through the PC(USA) 
(https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-
info/christmas-joy).

RENEW
ING LIVES THROUGH GIVING

https://bit.ly/SAPC-AGM-2021
https://bit.ly/SAPC-AGM-2021
http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube
https://bit.ly/sapc-give
https://bit.ly/sapc-give
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/christmas-joy
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/christmas-joy
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Reverse Advent Calendar Food Drive: 
Starting Nov. 21, pick up a box from the Atrium 
(or use any box or bag from home). Add one 
food item every day of Advent. The week 
before Christmas, take your box to a local food 
pantry. Complete instructions come with the 
box, or go to https://bit.ly/reverse-
advent-2021.

Grocery Help: Shoppers at the Mormon Trek 
Boulevard Fareway store who are a few 
dollars short at check-out can talk to a 
manager about getting assistance. The store 
manager has a $250 gift card to be allocated 
as needed, a few dollars at a time.

Snack Bags: St. Andrew’s 3rd-6th graders 
and their families recently packed more than 
500 snack bags that will be distributed to all 
students at Weber Elementary before Winter 
Break begins. (Watch a time-lapse video of the 
St. Andrew assembly line at https://bit.ly/
weber-snack-bags.)

 
Operation Christmas Child/The Shoebox 
Project: St. Andrew families and friends filled 
218 shoeboxes with toys, school supplies, 
socks, hygiene items, and other treasures. 
The boxes will be delivered to children in need 
around the world.

Mitten Tree: The Mitten Tree is up and ready 
for donations! Help us adorn the tree in the 
lower level with hats and waterproof mittens or 
gloves. After Christmas, we'll donate the winter 
gear to people in need. 

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH HELP &
 SERVICE

9WAYS FOR ST. ANDREW TO GIVE TO THE COMMUNITY THIS SEASON
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
140 Gathering Place Lane
Iowa City, IA 52246

Website: www.saintandrew-ic.org
YouTube: http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube
Email: office@saintandrew-ic.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintandrewic.org
Phone: 319/338.7523

Worship Times*: 8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m. Sundays.
          *11 a.m. service only on Dec. 26 and Jan. 2.

Christmas Eve Services: 5, 7 & 11 p.m. Dec. 24
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Pastoral, Ministry, and Administrative Staff

Pastors
  Rev. W. Robert Martin III, Lead Pastorrmartin@saintandrew-ic.org
      & Head of Staff
  Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastorkotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
  Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, Pastor Emerituspastormwm@gmail.com

Office
  John Benson, Finance Administratorfinance@saintandrew-ic.org
  Jeff Charis-Carlson, Director ofjcharisc@saintandrew-ic.org
      Communications & Media Ministries

Children, Youth, & Families
  Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministriesrhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
  Heather Woodin, Director of Children’shwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
      & Family Ministries

Music
  Mary Jane Knight Interim Directormknight@saintandrew-ic.org
      of Music Ministries
  Laura Kastens, Assistant Director oflkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
      Handbell Ministries
  Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of`lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
      Instrumental Ministries 
  Nelda Wittig, Assistant Director ofnwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 
       Children’s Vocal Ministries

MESSENGER

Children of Eden
The final tally of financial support for the September 
production of Stephen Schwartz’s musical, Children of 
Eden, resulted in a donation of $2,330 to the 
Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County. 

Heartfelt thanks go to the congregation and staff who 
supported the show and to the more than 50 cast 
members, musicians, and technicians who brought this 
wonderful musical to St. Andrew.

— Wes Habley
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