
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 27, 2016 
by Pastor Matt 

 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” (Luke 2:13–14, NRSV)  

One can only imagine the sound and spectacle of the angel chorus that the shepherds experienced the night they 
received the news of Jesus’s birth. The shepherds were so awestruck that they literally paused and turned to one 
another before saying, “Let’s go!” and actually setting off to Bethlehem to see if what the angels had told them was 
true. It must have been a glorious thing to behold, so much so that it stopped them in their tracks. 

The same can be said for our worship on Christmas Eve. What an incredible event it was to retell the story of God’s 
incarnation, to listen to the joyous sounds of our many vocal and instrumental musicians, to sing Silent Night by 
candlelight one again, and to gather at the Lord’s Table as Christmas Day approached. The evening was made all 
the more sweet because although our worship venues were unfamiliar to us, we were blessed by the presence of the 
Lord and the company of friends, family, and guests alike. I was reminded of the spirit of St. Andrew embodied by our 
people and staff; a spirit rallies together to overcome obstacles and work through challenges so the good news of 
Christ can continue to be heard, no matter what. It is a spirit that says, “Let’s go!” And goes! 

Lord Jesus, thank you for the ‘can do’ spirit of St. Andrew that helped make our worship experience on Christmas 
Eve so memorable despite our unfamiliar surroundings. May the angelic chorus we joined in that night continue to 
echo in our community and beyond, that your good news would be seen and heard by all. Amen. 

 


