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From the Leadership
Awaiting Multiple Arrivals This Advent Season
Advent is here. A time to watch, a time to pray, a time to prepare.
And what multifaceted possibilities there are for Advent this year! All you have to do is check out the rest of this Messenger to
discover all the possibilities for reflection, worship, and service available to you along with the rest of our St. Andrew family. I hope
you will jump in (that great baptismal act! just ask John the Baptizer, our key figure during the second
Sunday of Advent) and choose a couple of ways to live out the season.
But that is not all. Remember that Advent means "coming" and "arrival.” The dark passages of the first
Sunday of Advent (the tearing heavens, the darkening sun, and the stars falling from heaven) signal
that Advent is not just about any arrival, but an arrival that signals the changing of the world. Dark
powers seek to obscure the faithfulness and steadfast love of God, but Advent draws our attention on
the surprising, world-reversing act of the coming of God's messiah. Let us turn and watch!
But other arrivals grab our attention this December. And with this attention may we add our prayers and
hopes. What arrivals do I have in mind?
First we await the arrival of our next pastor, Rob Martin with his wife Do. This arrival sets our hopes and
Rev. Kyle Otterbein
hearts on the future of mission and ministry at St. Andrew. We eagerly wait for Rob's serving the
Associate Pastor
congregation with his love and commitment to vibrant worship, his experience and dedication in
embodying justice, and his readiness to explore creative ways to deepen and challenge our faith. With
the recent news that Rob has come down with COVID-19 and is recovering at home, let us pair our advent waiting with regular
prayers for his healing, for recovery of energy and strength, and for Rob and Do's acts of blessing and parting with their current home
and congregation.
And let us prepare our hearts to welcome them in January.
Second, we wait for the arrival of a vaccine for COVID-19. The
pandemic has had home, work, and world-altering impacts on
our lives. The darkened sun and falling stars of Advent do not
seem so far away. All around us people experience the
darkness of loneliness and isolation. Family relationships are
strained. Regular work practices are fractured. We watch for
rescue and a new act of our God. Advent reminds us that God
may come in surprising ways. Keep watch and pray. Jesus
Christ may show us new ways to learn faithfulness and love. As
followers of the light, let us visit the lonely (by card, or phone
call, or porch gift drop off), extend grace and comfort the hurting
and grieving, and let us embody a willingness to learn new ways
to live and work.

Is your information up-to-date in the directory?
With a new pastor
arriving, it’s a good
time to update your
photo and contact
information in our
Church Directory at
http://saintandrewic.org/who-we-are/
church-photodirectory. The PDF is
updated regularly, but
you will need the
password "Said2" to
open the file.

In all this Advent watching and waiting, the praying and hoping, I
hold tightly to the promise found for us in Psalm 85: "The LORD
will give what is good!" Indeed, the psalmist sings: "Steadfast
love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other." So I wish for you and all of St. Andrew one last arrival:
the arrival of God's Spirit who will dwell in you richly through our Lord Jesus Christ as you celebrate Christ's birth this Christmas.
Grace to you and peace,
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From the Leadership
PNC: Moving Forward in Times of Transition and Challenge
This year has brought many unanticipated
changes. Due to COVID, we have
changed the way we work, socialize,
learn, and connect with others. We have
moved from worshipping in person to
YouTube church services and Zoom
meetings, from giving hugs to social
distancing. In spite of these challenges,
we continue to adapt to an ever-changing
normal and as we slowly emerge from the
pandemic we will, as a congregation, be
facing significant transitions.
We know several things about these
transitions.First, we will face these
transitions with the guidance collected
through the 2019 missional planning
process, during which the congregation
affirmed three areas of emphasis:
* Helpful, Stirring Worship;
* One-Mission Outreach; and
* Teaching/Faith Development .
These areas will be the focus of our
transitions.

and thoughtfully implemented.
Finally, some aspects of this transition will
be easily accomplished, others may result
in changes that not all will agree with. We
do know that staff, elders, deacons, and
congregation members may be asked to
think differently, do things differently or
take on new responsibilities.

Pastor Rob and Do Martin

Second, we believe that God has brought
us Pastor Rob Martin, a warm,

experienced, and spiritually mature pastor
to lead us through these transitions. The
PNC is excited for the congregation to
meet Rob and we know that he comes to
us with fresh and creative perspectives for
worship, service, and outreach. While
transition means that some things will
change, we know that Rob does not
believe in change for change sake. We
think that any changes that Rob suggests
to the Session will be carefully considered

Although we do not know exactly how the
future will look, we know that this
congregation is a resilient one. We are
confident that, with Rob’s leadership, our
shared belief in Jesus Christ as our Lord
and Savior will lead us into the future with
grace and patience. We pray that all
members and friends will join us as we
move to the future with open minds and
open hearts to see where God takes us.
— Pastor Nominating Committee
Aaron Shileny and Becka Simpson, cochairs; Wes Habley, Kathi Anderson,
Sara Penn, Thomas Hartley, Tim
Patrick, Marylu Watkins, and Dean
Oakes, members.

Session Highlights, November 19, 2020
During the Session’s November 19
meeting, the Worship and Technology
teams presented a proposal for installing a
video system in the Sanctuary to ensure
continued livestreaming of worship
services on Sunday mornings as well as to
improve the recording of events taking
place in the building. The teams hope to
have the system installed and operating by
the time incoming Pastor Rob Martin
begins his ministry as St. Andrew’s new
pastor and head of staff.

have submitted their pledge.)

The Session approved the following
funding requests from the Mission,
Outreach, and Service Team:
* $2,500 for local community outreach.
* $1,000 for Project Holiday.
* $1,000 for Table to Table.
* $1,500 for the Roberts family, long-time
missionary partners serving with Wycliffe
Aviation.
* $1,000 for Shelter House.
* $1,000 for hurricane relief in Guatemala.

The Personnel Team is working with the
Finance Team to find a long-term strategy
for absorbing the rising insurance costs for
staff benefit plans.
The meeting was the final one moderated
Church finances remain in the black. The
by Pastor Danie de Beer, who has
Finance Team plans to present a budget to St. Andrew’s youth ministry programs have accepted a new interim call in Vancouver,
Session in January, after pledge cards
shifted to meet only through Zoom. Advent Washington. Pastor Kyle Otterbein will
have been turned in for the Stewardship
and Christmas Eve services likewise will
moderate the December and January
Campaign for 2021. (The Stewardship
be offered through livestream or
Session meetings. For full draft minutes,
Team is sending thank you notes to all who prerecorded video.
visit the church website.
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Connecting Hearts through Finances
Our Church Finances in Numbers and Words...

— John Benson, Finance Administrator
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Renewing Lives through Advent Traditions
Advent Traditions Continue (and Adapt) at St. Andrew
What a year!
COVID-19. … Masks, cancellations, and
restricted gatherings. … Hybrid schooling
and working from home. … Yet another
Zoom meeting.
How can we be excited about the holidays
when everything is weird this year? So
much is different, but some things never
change.
This Advent season, the St. Andrew family
remains focused on what we know is good
and true: Jesus is coming.
Let us prepare our hearts and lean into our
traditions … even if they look a bit different.
Rather than talk about what is not
happening this year, the St. Andrew family
prefers to focus on what is happening …
and that’s a lot.

Take a look at our recent “Guide to Advent
2020” (https://bit.ly/guidetoadvent) and
see how we at St. Andrew are doing what
we always do at this time of year:
Celebrating the birth of the Christ Child.

If your child will be watching the Children’s Christmas Pageant
this season, be sure to plan ahead so you have an At-Home
Pageant Kit before the show starts! The pageant will be
available for viewing starting at 2 pm Sunday December 13 on
the church’s YouTube channel: https://youtu.be/UoWxkK2jbU. Watch the pre-recorded video of children sharing the
story of the birth of Jesus.
The At-Home Kits, for all kids in preschool through 6th grade,
have resources and fun stuff to use while watching the
pageant. To order a free kit, contact Heather Woodin
(hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org) or call the church office (319321-2848) .

We are doing that in new ways, but it’s a
tradition we won’t give up. Read these
pages and look how we are celebrating
what COVID-19 can’t take away: A Savior
sent to save the world.

Because of COVID concerns, St. Andrew’s building will be
closed on Christmas Eve, but a prerecorded Christmas Eve
service will be premiered at 5 p.m. Thursday December 24 on
the church’s YouTube channel: http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube.
As with our Sunday morning Worship Livestreams, the service
will include stirring music, a heartfelt message, and a reminder
that the Body of Christ connects through the internet as well as
in-person.
If you would like to connect with other St. Andrew members via
Zoom on Christmas Eve, contact the church office
(office@saintandrew-ic.org) as soon as possible to find an
online conversation to join.
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Connecting Hearts through Shared Mission
St. Andrew Has Joined the Matthew 25 Church Movement
Matthew 25:31-46 calls us to actively
engage in the world around us. You
will remember that is where Christ
tells the parable of the sheep and
goats. The Son of Man, sitting on the
throne of his glory, says to the
sheep, “Come, you blessed of my
father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you. … For I was hungry, and
you gave me meat; I was thirsty, and
you gave me drink; I was a stranger,
and you took me in; naked, and you
clothed me; sick, and you visited me;
in prison, and you came to me.”

community garden has involved a
wide swath of our people.
We had strong arms provided by men
of our congregation who plowed the
soil, fenced the plot, built paths, set
up the hoop building and garden
shed. There have followed people of
all ages planting, weeding, and finally
harvesting our produce and
delivering it to local food pantries.
Ongoing fundraising for LFO has
involved grant writers, and the salsa
makers and sellers. Lettuce Us Feed
Others has truly involved all ages in
our church.

The righteous group asks, “When did
we do these things?” And the Son of
Man answers, “In as much as you
have done it to one of the least of
these my brothers, you have done it
to me.”
Convicted by this passage, the PC
(USA) General Assemblies in 2016
and 2018 urged our churches to act
boldly and compassionately to see
our neighbors through Jesus’ eyes
and serve those who are
marginalized or in need. Our
universal church invited all
Presbyterian churches to join this
journey by choosing to become a
Matthew 25 Church. Many churches
had already taken up the challenge,
when, this past spring Session
approved our Missions, Outreach, and
Service Team (MOS) decision to officially
become a Matthew 25 church. We were
already involved in many projects that
related to this kind of outreach.
We were challenged to embrace one or
more of the following focuses:
* Building Congregational Vitality
* Dismantling Structural Racism
* Eradicating Systemic Poverty
We selected “building congregational
vitality” because it was broad enough to
cover the variety of projects and activities
with which we are involved. In addition to

After the Derecho on August 10, our
church membership kicked into
action with carrying meals to
neighborhoods hardest hit in Cedar
Rapids. Others took chain saws,
strong backs and arms to cut and
carry fallen trees to the curbs for city
pick up. Once again, we had children
working along side parents; this was
truly a multi-generation effort. We
submitted an article about this.
Being a Matthew 25 church is
ongoing. We challenge all of you in
our congregation to watch for our
neighbors in need here in our
communities of Coralville, Iowa City,
and North Liberty and the broader
involving our congregation and members in world. If it’s a need that you alone can
ways to deepen and energize our faith and meet, like a neighbor returning from the
grow as leaders and disciples engaged
hospital who needs a meal, the yard of an
with our community, we are called to
elderly neighbor that needs raking, and so
periodically submit photos, videos, and
many others, jump in there are do it! Take
short articles reporting to denomination
some photos, tell MOS about it. If it
headquarters the things our congregation requires more help that just yours, like an
is doing. These initiatives are then
ongoing Meal Train or a big group effort, let
selectively shared with other Matthew 25
our church staff or MOS know about it.
churches as models for adaptation to their
outreach efforts.
Recall that Jesus’ words in Matthew 25 are
directed to the whole flock. Perhaps it will
Two examples of the initiatives we have
be something we can take on together!
shared include the following: MOS has
submitted photos and an article describing — Jan Taylor, Mission, Outreach, and
how Lettuce Us Feed Others (LFO), our
Service Team
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Renewing Lives through Seasonal Giving
The Perfect Gift: The PC(USA)’s Christmas Joy Offering
For those of us gathered together in
Advent expectation, we know that the only
perfect gift ever given was the one we
received in Jesus Christ: a perfect gift from
a gracious God. In Matthew’s Gospel, one
of the names given to Jesus is Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.” We know
that in Jesus, we receive the perfect gift of
God being with us. What a powerful gift, a
perfect gift. Although we cannot give the
perfect gift, we can give generously to
support and be with our past, present and
future leaders in their time of promise and
their time of need.
The Christmas Joy Offering (https://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/
christmas-joy) has been a Presbyterian
tradition since the 1930s. The offering
distributes gifts equally to the Board of
Pensions and to Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping
communities of color. The Assistance
Program provides financial support to
church workers and their families.
Presbyterian-related schools provide
education and leadership development
while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage.
One of the most powerful things that
Christians claim is that God saw the needs
of the world and offered a perfect gift in
response, a gift that brought God and
humanity closer together. God’s perfect
gift, Jesus Christ. “Emmanuel, God is with
us!” our Advent dream proclaims, as God
joins in human life, and draws us together
as a result. “God is with us” shows God
values togetherness and relationship with
us, leading us to value togetherness and
relationship with one another. When we
are all together—even when we are apart.

While we are not gathering in large numbers this year,
the MOS Team also has set up a display in the Atrium
that highlights St. Andrew’s own mission and ministry
work as well as that of our partners in the community.
We are encouraging our members to visit the website of
these organizations and give directly.
Donations to internal mission and ministry groups can be
made through the St. Andrew website, https://pushpay.com/g/saintandrewic
* Access & Inclusive Mission/Mental Health Initiatives
* Deacons Fund
* Lettuce Feed Others
* Sewing for Others

St. Andrew’s Mission and Ministry Partners
* Center for Worker Justice: https://www.cwjiowa.org
* CommUnity Crisis Services & Food Bank: https://builtbycommunity.org
* Crowded Closet: https://www.crowdedcloset.org
* Compeer of Johnson County: http://www.compeerjohnsoncountyiowa.org
* Domestic Violence Intervention Program (DVIP): https://dvipiowa.org
* Feed My Starving Children Iowa City Mobile Pack: http://icmobilepack.org
* Friends of PEB, Pakistan: https://www.friendsofpeb.org
* Free Medical Clinic, Iowa City: http://freemedicalclinic.org
* Impacto, Guatemala: https://impactoministry.com
* Houses Into Homes: https://www.facebook.comhousesintohomesiowacity
* IC Compassion: http://www.iccompassion.org
* Iowa Valley Habitat For Humanity:https://www.iowavalleyhabitat.org
* Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood Center: http://ncjc.org
* Shelter House: https://shelterhouseiowa.org
* Table to Table: https://table2table.org
* Ten Thousand Villages: https://www.tenthousandvillages.com
* Water for Life (Haiti): https://www.wflhaiti.org/contact

we are physically far apart.
We offer our gifts during this Advent
Season to the Christmas Joy Offering
because God shows us the power and
importance of being together, of “being
with.” We might not be able to meet face to
face with those who need the support that
During these past months, many of us
our gifts provide, be we are very much still
weren’t able to be together in person, but together. We see the potential of students
we have always been together in spirit, and of color who will become our leaders and
in faith. We have missed seeing faces we we seek to come alongside them, to
love, but the physical distance has also
encourage them, to be together with them.
revealed, for us, the importance of those
things which bring us together, even when We see church workers who have critical

financial needs, and we come alongside
them, to assist them — we are with them.
And we see the witness of the whole
Church, either gathered in buildings or
connected home to home, member to
member, sharing what we have, together.
We thank God for being “with us” through
the gift of Jesus and for joining us together
as the Church and, through our gifts, with
those who have need.
— Paul Heidger, Mission, Outreach, and
Service Team.
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Administration/Leadership
Pastors
Rev. W. Robert Martin III, Incoming Senior Pastor
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, Pastor Emeritus
pastormwm@gmail.com

Office
John Benson, Finance Administrator
finance@saintandrew-ic.org
Jeff Charis-Carlson, Communications Consultant jcharisc@gmail.com

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental
Ministries
Laura Kastens, Assistant Director of Handbell
Ministries
Nelda Wittig, Assistant Director of Children’s
Vocal Ministries

mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org

Thank you for responding to the 2021 Stewardship Campaign
by sending your pledge cards to the church office.
Because of your generosity over the past year, ministry and
outreach at St Andrew continues to thrive.

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the
Messenger electronically, please email the church office.
Connecting Hearts | Renewing Lives
Worship Times: 9:30 a.m. Sundays
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246
www.saintandrew-ic.org
office@saintandrew-ic.org
319/338.7523
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