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A NOTE from Pastor Kyle
But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the Lord. I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear
me. Micah 7:7
“Anticipation. Anticipation! It’s making me wait.” How many of you remember the commercial from the late
1970s that used a popular Carly Simon song to capture the experience of waiting on the slow pour of Heinz
ketchup over hot French fries? It humorously captured the tension and longing associated with waiting for
something eagerly desired.
We at St. Andrew are becoming almost distressingly familiar with the sharp pangs of anticipation and
longing. We have eagerly awaited the completion of our new church building at Gathering Place Lane.
Perhaps you find yourself, as I do, craning your neck as you drive down Camp Cardinal Boulevard,
straining to catch a glance at some new development with the building. It has been a long, sometimes
Rev. Kyle Otterbein,
frustrating, wait, but we can now look forward to our first service at the new building on December 17. What
Associate Pastor
a joy it will be to see the fulfillment of a hope that has asked such commitment, devotion, and sacrifice from
our congregation. Such an experience of anticipation shapes and forms our corporate life and character. We have been asked to
deepen our resources of patience, of prayer, of resilience. Waiting demands attention, it calls forth renewed passions of love.
So it is also with the season of Advent. Advent is our annual spiritual discipline of holy waiting. Advent shapes and forms us as we
renew our attention to the ancient prophecies that promise the coming of God’s anointed one, the Messiah, the Christ. We reflect on
the urgent longings, the painful prayers, and the long-held hopes of God’s people for God to come, to break open hardened societal
structures, to save us from the harsh consequences of human self-centeredness. Advent involves us in a purposeful waiting in which
we are transformed: attention sharpened, love renewed, gratitude deepened, and celebration heightened.
May all of your Advent waiting and anticipation be blessed with joyous fulfillment! For we wait as those who know that God answers
our prayer with the “Amen” of his beloved child, even Jesus Christ our Lord.
In Christ,
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St. Andrew Happenings
Groups & Gatherings

“Daughters of Grace” is the theme of the
women’s retreat to be held February 23
and 24 in our new building. All women are
invited and encouraged to bring a friend.
Our time together will focus on stories
about women of the Bible, presented by
women of St. Andrew. The retreat includes
music, group discussions, a prayer room,
a service project, crafts, book swap, good
food, and fabulous fellowship. The cost is
$15; financial assistance is available.
Registration forms will be available this
winter; for now save the dates and invite a
friend!

Men of St. Andrew, please save the date
of March 3, and bring a friend or two, for
a men’s retreat. Rev. Dr. Kip Murphy will
be the keynote speaker. The theme is
Lessons in Christian Living: Family, Work,
and Community. Keep checking the
Messenger and Mini-Messenger for
updates.

NO Changes in Service Times
There will NOT be a change in service times for our first
two Sundays of worship in the new building. The Worship
Team has decided to stick to our regular schedule of two
worship services on each Sunday (8:30 and 11:00 am).
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Prayer Ministry
How Prayer Impacted My Life
Throughout my life I have believed in the power of prayer and
have used prayer as a way to connect with God. It was not until
the past couple years that I had really seen the impact of prayer
on my faith. My husband and I were diagnosed with male factor
and female factor infertility almost 12 years ago. We were told that
the possibility of having children would be very unlikely even with
assisted reproductive technology (In Vitro Fertilization or IVF). As
you can imagine, this news was very hard to hear. God had
placed this dream in our hearts to be parents. Hearing this news
was devastating. When life gets hard, doubt creeps in and makes
you question everything. We had a number of questions. Would
we ever be parents? Would it even be a
possibility? Should we just give up on our dream and move on?
How would God help us achieve our
dream? We both felt like failures
and tried to avoid talking
about our infertility
with family and
friends, as we
didn’t want to
make anyone
uncomfortable. We
couldn’t
Pray in the Spirit at all times
afford the
and on every occasion. Stay
cost of IVF
alert and be persistent in your
at the time.
prayers for all believers
Ten years had
everywhere. —Ephesians 6:18
passed, and we
wondered if God had
heard our prayers or if we
were meant to be parents. We
realized the dream was placed in our hearts for a
reason and decided to take action to pursue our dream.
Our first step was to begin searching for positions with other
companies that offered improved access to IVF. That change
required us to not just move to another state but to leave a
community we loved. We had established a network of friends
that we would have to say goodbye to with no idea when we might
meet again. Once in our new jobs and new state, we made even
more sacrifices to improve our situation such as delaying home
ownership, new clothes, vacations, opted to patch up old vehicles
versus upgrading, and a myriad of other seemingly daily decisions
that would err on the side of financial conservativeness.
Two years after our move, we were financially in a better place
and agreed we would try to go forward with IVF for a couple
cycles. If the cycles failed, we would adopt. Our first cycle failed

by Carey Jones

due to not having enough follicles. The number of follicles, each
containing one egg, which is available in the ovarian pool relates
to the chance of success of in vitro fertilization (IVF). While
undergoing our second attempt for IVF, we were told that our
odds of obtaining enough follicles to obtain a quality egg was
again very low. The doctors discouraged us from proceeding, as
the odds were very unlikely of having a successful outcome. We
knew in our hearts that God had wanted us to continue and so we
pleaded to continue with the cycle.
Fortunately, our doctors agreed. We decided we would tell our
story of infertility to our friends and family and ask for their
prayers. We were amazed by the compassion and support we
had received because of this. We also didn’t
realize how many other couples we
knew had also struggled.
After praying ourselves
and asking for
prayers from our
family and
friends, we
were told
that the
ovary
stimulation had
been
successful.
At least three
follicles were
found which could be
used. We were told to not
get our hopes up as there was a
strong possibility that even if the follicles
were obtained, there may not be any viable eggs. We kept
praying and having faith in God’s plan for our lives. Of those
three, two eggs were obtained and fertilized. Two
embryos were obtained and transferred. One embryo successfully
implanted, and our beautiful son, Kellan, was born. We were over
the moon and so thankful to God for his grace in being able to be
parents. Two years later, God blessed us again, this time through
natural conception. Our daughter, Kinsley, was born this past
November 6.
Looking back at that time, I believe that this experience helped us
become closer to God and has strengthened our faith.
Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert
and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.
—Ephesians 6:18
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Mission, Outreach, & Service
Guatemala 2018

by Kathi Anderson

The March 10-17, 2018, TEAM GUATEMALA currently includes: Karna and Jeff
Wieck (leaders), Steve and Lora Morgan Dunham, Sue Swearingen, Terry Robinson,
Katie Pigge, Cecilia, Andy, and Carly Norris……and there are still spots available!!
As some of you may know, Impacto’s number one goal is to share more of Christ and
to make Him known in the community, and TEAM GUATEMALA is greatly looking
forward to serving alongside Impacto Ministries again in many areas to help further
that goal. Those areas include:
working with the elderly and children at the several Happy Tummies
facilities. School teachers tell us that many children attend school suffering
from malnutrition leaving them with little energy and too hungry to focus on
learning.
providing medical clinics. It gives us a chance to pray with them for their
health. This opens the doors to them sharing other prayer requests and
letting us be able to share the Gospel with them!
leading a sports clinic in a public school. At some point during this time
everyone sits down to share a small snack and most importantly hold
devotions with the group of students they are working with. We have seen
many kids and youth come to the Lord through this ministry.
making home visits to bring food, basic supplies, and LOVE to the most
needed of the villages that Impacto Ministries serve. At these visits we are
able to spend a little more personal time at the home of a child, meet some family members and spend time praying with
them.
supporting the Stitches of Blessings sewing ministry with quilt square packets from our Sewing for Others group. Each
January we put together a class of 15-20 made up of ladies from the local churches, Happy Tummies moms, and
non-believers from the community.
Please get in touch with Karna at karnaw77@gmail.com or 319/331.4673, to get more information. The team list needs to be finalized
by the first of January, and there most likely will not be a summer trip in 2018.

Alternative Gift Market
St. Andrew’s Alternative Gift Market, now a tradition over many
years, will continue this year in “poster” form as last year, in light
of limited floor space available in our North Campus location. Both
local agencies, and global mission will be represented among the
opportunities to give a Christmas gift that keeps on giving!
Although it rolled out on November 19, there’s still time through
December to shop. Just stop by the church to make your
purchases. Questions? Contact Paul Heidger, at
pmheidger@q.com.
To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served.
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Who Is This Jesus?

Who is this who walks among us?
Who is this who speaks such words?
Is it Moses, or Elijah,
or some prophet of the Lord?
Can we name this suffering servant?
Can we name the promised sun?
Can we name the heir of David?
Jesus: hidden, holy one.
You are Christ, from God eternal!
Living God, from human womb,
Our deliv’rer and redeemer,
Known by cross and empty tomb.
Jesus: hidden, holy one.
written by Sylvia Dunstan
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Stewardship 2018
Manifold Grace

by Chris Donelson

Dear Friends of St Andrew,
Imagine a new Rand McNally atlas: a map that inspires road trips and family vacations. It marks rest stops until your next
destination. Its pages link each destination to another. It is a collection of separate but overlapping parts that combine together make
something significant.
Like the many pages of an atlas, the grace of God overlaps in diverse, abundant ways. Some grace comes in physical or financial
resources, some comes from talents or relationships. Other grace unfolds through suffering and perseverance. Any gift we have in life
is grace from God. Even in poverty, we find gifts of grace. November 5th was our stewardship commitment Sunday. So far, we have
received stewardship pledges from 116 individuals or households. Most of these represent increased giving or new pledges. We give
thanks for our dedicated, enthusiastic members. It is a pleasure working with you.
We have not heard from everyone. Your feedback determines the church budget for 2018. Would you join us with a pledge? The
coming year promises so much growth in the life of St. Andrew! Like the pages of an atlas, our gifts overlap into a much greater
whole.
Yours,
The Stewardship Team
Christina Donelson and Bruce Walker, co-chairs
Kathy Duys, personnel
Paul Heidger, mission, outreach, & service
Marshall Lagani, finance
Kelly Lamb, finance
Doug Wildes, at large

Our Finance Team gave a very helpful presentation
during the Adult Education hour on October 22
regarding stewardship and the current status of the
Capital Campaign. Follow the links below to view the
slide show as a PDF or on YouTube.
PDF Version of Presentation
(http://bit.ly/2laXNFS)
YouTube Version of Slides 1—6
(https://youtu.be/r7-hayvLZGg)
YouTube Version of Slides 7—11
(https://youtu.be/rH25b0oAjog)
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Children’s + Family Ministry
Advent, Only in Reverse

Reverse Advent Calendar
Rather than thinking about what we’ll get for Christmas, this Advent project
will help us think about what to give. Pick up a box from the church. Every day during Advent, put
one or more food items in the box. The week before Christmas, take your box to a food pantry in
Iowa City, Coralville, or North Liberty. For more information about the Reverse Advent
Calendar, talk to Heather or email her at hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.

All Are Invited to the Annual
Christmas Pageant, December 10
All are welcome to come to this year’s Christmas Pageant which will be held at
2:00 pm on Sunday, December 10 at the North Campus. Bring your friends and
bring your neighbors. The pageant features preschoolers through adults. We hope
you will join us as our young people tell the story of Jesus!

Mac & Cheese & Hamburger, Please!
The *spark* meal team could use some help! We are looking for a few volunteers to make one
pan of macaroni and cheese or cook 10 pounds of hamburger once in a while (not every
week). The food can be made in advance, so you don’t need to attend *spark* to help with the
meal. Cost for the food will be reimbursed, so this volunteer opportunity will not cost you anything
except a little time. If you can help, talk to Heather (hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org) or Marylu
Watkins (bymilk@iowatelecom.net).
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Financials
October 2017 General Fund Income & Expenses
Current Period

Year to Date

Annual Budget

Annual Budget
Percentage

Annual Budget
Difference

INCOME
PLEDGES & IDENTIFIED GIFT

$66,238.18

$681,037.41

$867,290.00

78.52%

-$186,252.59

0.00

155.00

0.00

0.00%

155.00

Subtotal Budget Income

66,238.18

681,192.41

867,290.00

78.54%

-186,097.59

INVESTMENT INCOME

349.26

2,346.90

0.00

0.00%

2,346.90

66,587.44

683,539.31

867,290.00

78.81%

-183,750.69

$0.00

$0.00

$5,500.00

0.00%

-$5,500.00

BUILDING

7,166.95

52,954.51

69,365.00

76.34%

-16,410.49

UTILITIES

1,252.79

6,993.14

27,025.00

25.88%

-20,031.86

EQUIPMENT, F & F

0.00

228.90

400.00

57.23%

-171.10

VEHICLES

0.00

1,654.49

3,702.00

44.69%

-2,047.51

1,359.09

4,925.60

11,875.00

41.48%

-6,949.40

349.87

1,954.88

2,100.00

93.09%

-145.12

-197.98

4,951.85

6,500.00

76.18%

-1,548.15

6,751.18

93,091.04

121,421.00

76.67%

-28,329.96

631.80

4802.14

10,555.00

45.5%

-5752.86

1,387.31

13,570.83

21,500.00

63.12%

-7,929.17

OPERATING EXPENSES

381.13

5,029.38

6,921.00

72.67%

-1,891.62

WORSHIP

100.00

2,738.17

3,126.00

87.59%

-387.83

YOUTH MINISTRIES

476.62

9,942.46

14,900.00

66.73%

-4,957.54

FACILITIES/OFFICE INCOME

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES
LAND

CHILDREN'S & FAMILY MIN
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
MINISTRIES & MEMBERSHIP
MISSION
MUSIC
OFFICE EXPENSE

PERSONNEL

444,457.48

458,113.15

562,401.00

81.46%

-104,287.85

TOTAL EXPENSES

64,116.24

660,950.54

867,291.00

76.21%

-206,340.46

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES

$2,471.20

$22,588.77

-$1.00

0.00%

$22,589.77

Stewardship 2018
Thank you to
everyone who has
already turned in a
pledge. For those
of you who have
not yet had chance
to do so, there’s
still time! If you did
not pick up a pledge card at church, they are still available in the
church office.

Per Capita
Per capita funding is how Presbyterians
mutually share the costs of coming
together to discern the Spirit’s leading for
the future. The total per capita amount for
2017 is $36. The breakdown is as follows:
$23.20 Presbytery; $7.50 General
Assembly; $5.30 Synod. Please remit $36
for every confirmed member in your
family. Thank you!

Synod
15%
General
Assembly
21%

Presbytery of
East Iowa
64%
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Caring Ministries
Project Holiday
The need for food in our community continues to grow and
so do the prices at the supermarket. A $25 donation
will purchase a complete holiday meal for a
local family in need.
Clients receive a turkey, chicken, or other
entrée, sides, vegetables, and a variety of
other grocery items needed to prepare a
holiday feast. Project Holiday offers diverse
options by purchasing ethnically varied
ingredients for all families to create a
traditional holiday meal.
Donations may be made online at
jccrisiscenter.org or mailed to The Crisis
Center, 1121 Gilbert Ct., Iowa City, IA 52240.

Thank you!
Bell Ringers Needed
2017

Red Kettle Campaign

Home Communion
Did you know you
can receive
communion at
home? If you are
homebound for any
reason, the
Deacons and
Elders are standing
by to visit you and
bring you
communion on any
given communion
Sunday. Simply
contact Dave
Dierks at david-dierks@uiowa.edu or Katherine Habley at
Katherine.Habley@gmail.com or call the church office at
319/338.7523.

Ring bells at various locations throughout Johnson County. Go to
www.icsalvationarmy.org and click on the Be a Bell Ringer image
to learn more.
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Camp Cardinal Update
Clapp Organ Installation




The organ is about 75% installed.



More volunteer opportunities to install
pipes will occur in the spring.



Completion will be the summer of 2018.

Dobson Organ will return in March to
continue the work.

Other Facts:
* Builder: Casavant Fréres of SaintHyacinthe, Quebec
* Completed: 1971 (five years of
planning & building)
* Installed in Clapp Recital Hall: 1972
* There are 3,688 pipes in the organ. 106
are polished and visible, the rest will be
in cases.
* Metals used for the pipes: tin & lead
* More Info? theiowaorganproject.com
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Let’s Decorate !

Staff
Pastor
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor

kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org

Office
John Benson, Finance Administrator
Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.
Paula Grady, Office Assistant

finance@saintandrew-ic.org
sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org
pgrady@saintandrew-ic.org

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries
mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
Kristen DeGrazia, Assistant Director of
Children’s & Youth Music
kdegrazia@saintandrew-ic.org
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min. lmrabe@aol.com

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the
Messenger electronically, please email the church
office. Allow one week to process your request.
Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love
and serving as Christ served.

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
2251 1st Avenue, Coralville, IA 52241
www.saintandrew-ic.org
office@saintandrew-ic.org
319/338.7523
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