
JESUS IS 
a service of lessons and carols 

December 17, 2017 | 8:30 + 11:00 am



Prelude | O Come, O Come, Emmanuel     setting by Mason Neely 

Welcome + Announcements  

Lighting of the Advent Candles | O Come, Redeemer of the Earth     by Keith Getty, setting by Paul Campbell 
O come, Redeemer of the earth  
and bring to us your holy birth.  
Break through the shadows of the night  
with Heaven’s pure and radiant light.  
O come our long awaited King  
as songs of adoration ring.  
May voices join with every age  
to tell the wonders of your grace. 
 

O come, Redeemer of the earth  
where sorrows weep and longings thirst.  
Release us from the chains of sin  
that we may live in peace again.  
Fulfill the ancient promises  
your Words of life and righteousness,  
long loved by those who fear your name,  
and look towards your endless reign. 
O come, Redeemer of the earth,  
O treasure of eternal worth.  
Come, dwell within our kneeling hearts,  
restore and flourish every part.  
Your very life you come to give  
that though we die we yet shall live;  
and glorify your holy name  
as all the earth you will reclaim.      

–Ambrose of Milan, c. 397;  
translated by John M. Neale (1862);  
adapted by Kristyn Getty  

Prayer of Invocation  
Faithful Jesus, we wait for you to come again. 
We know that you will because you already have. 
You have come to show us how to be truly human. 
You have come to bring freedom. 
You have come to reign over the whole cosmos. 
You have come to gather your people as a shepherd gathers his flock. 
You have come to save us from sin and death. 
Prepare us for your coming so that we may rejoice with all the saints on that day. 
We pray in the name of the one who came and who is to come, Jesus Christ.     -Joy-Elizabeth Lawrence, alt. 
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Hymns + Carols | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal) 
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison 
* Please stand in body or in spirit



*Hymn | Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

JESUS IS THE NEW ADAM (Confession + Assurance) 

Remember this story from the book of Genesis—the beginning. 
Reading | Genesis 2:4–9     Bible, pg. 2 

Remember these words written to the church of Colossi in the first century. 
Reading | Colossians 1:15–20     Bible, pg. 956 
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Prayer of Confession 
Almighty God, 
You who shaped out of nothing all that is, 
Forgive us for returning empty-handed. 
You who called forth light, 
Forgive our preference for the dark. 
You who sent Jesus, the firstborn of all creation, 
Forgive us when we ignore him. 
Re-make us in the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
So that the light of Christ may shine in and through us. 
In your Son’s name, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  
Through the work of Jesus, God has reconciled us to himself,  
and we rejoice with the angels proclaiming: 
Glory to the newborn King. Peace on earth. God and sinners reconciled.  
Jesus was born so that we no longer die, and so that we may be born again.  
Amen! Thanks be to God! 

*Passing of the Peace 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

*Hymn | Jesus, the Light of the World     red hymnal, #100     stanzas 1 & 4, begin by singing the refrain       
Parents who would like to have their children (3 year old - Kindergarten) participate in Children’s Time are welcome to 
accompany their children downstairs during the Hymn. Children will be brought back to the sanctuary during the 
Sending Hymn. 

JESUS IS THE NEW NOAH (Remembrance of Baptism) 

Remember this story of God’s friend Noah from the book of Genesis. 
Reading | Genesis 7:1–5     Bible, pg. 5 

Remember these words by the apostle Peter from the book of First Peter. 
Reading | 1 Peter 3:18–21     Bible, pg. 985 

Remembrance of Baptism/Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We thank you, O God,  
 for our baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection. 
In the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters,  
 and you created everything that is—seen and unseen. 
In the time of Noah you destroyed evil in the water of the flood,  
 and by your saving ark you gave a new beginning. 
In the night of trouble you led Israel through the sea,  
 out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. 
In the water of the Jordan our Lord was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit.  
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In the baptism of Christ’s death and resurrection, you have set us free from sin and death 
 and opened up the way to eternal life.  
May Christ, who sank deep into death and was raised Lord of life,  
 keep us and our little ones in the grip of his hand. 
May your Spirit separate us from sin and mark us with a faith 
 that can stand the light of day and endure the dark of night.  
To you be all honor and glory, dominion and power, now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.  

Piano Hymn | Of the Father’s Love Begotten     setting by Fernando Ortega 
 meditate on text at hymn #78 

JESUS IS THE NEW MOSES (Thanksgiving for God’s Servants) 
Remember this story of God’s servant Moses as found in the book of Exodus. 
Reading | Exodus 3:1-12     Bible, pg. 44 

Remember these words from the book of Hebrews. 
Reading | Hebrews 3:1-6     Bible, pg. 972 

Prayer & Blessing 
O LORD, God of Israel,  
there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath,  
keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants 
who walk before you with all their heart.  
Blessed be the LORD,  
who has given rest to his people Israel 
according to all that he promised; 
not one word has failed of all his good promise, 
which he spoke through his servant Moses. 
The LORD our God be with us, 
as he was with our ancestors; 
may he not leave us or abandon us, 
but incline our hearts to him, 
to walk in all his ways, 
and to keep his commandments, 
his statutes, and his ordinances, 
which he commanded our ancestors.     -1 Kings 8:23, 56-58, NRSV 

Congregational Hymn | Imagine     red hymnal, #72 
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JESUS IS THE DAVIDIC KING (Thanksgiving for God’s Covenants) 

In Second Samuel 7, God made this promise to King David: 
Reading | 2 Samuel 7:11–14, 16     Bible, pg. 245  

In Luke we read of the fulfillment of that promise. 
Reading | Luke 1:30–33     Bible, pg. 831 
  
Congregational Response 

 The Lord’s grace is sure.  
 God has looked with favor upon his people 

and has redeemed them. 
God has raised up a mighty savior 
from the house of David. 
God spoke through the prophets of old 
so that we would be saved from our enemies 
and from the hand of all who hate us. 
God has shown mercy and has remembered his promises.  
-based on Luke 1:68-72  

Choral Response | Who Is This?     by John Ferguson 
Who is this who walks among us? 
Who is this who speaks such words? 
Is it Moses, or Elijah, or some prophet of the Lord? 
Can we name this suffering servant? 
Can we name the promised sun? 
Can we name the heir of David? 
Jesus: hidden, holy one. 
You are Christ, from God eternal! 
Living God, from human womb, 
Our deliv’rer and redeemer, 
Known by cross and empty tomb. 
Jesus: hidden, holy one. 
     -written by Sylvia Dunstan 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JESUS IS THE SAVIOR (Praise for Christ’s Saving Acts) 
Reading | Luke 2:25–32     Bible, pg. 833 
Choral Response | Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain     by Carolyn Jennings 

Climb to the top of the highest mountain,  
Joyous tidings proclaim to the world, 
Lift up your voice, 
Shout the good news:  
Behold, your Lord comes to you. 
  

He will feed his flock like a shepherd,  
He will carry the lambs in his arms, 
He will ever keep them safe from harm.  
Behold, your Lord comes to you.  
He who made the stars in the heaven, 
He who fashioned the earth and the sea,  
From time eternal, he was Alpha and Omega.  
Behold, your Lord!  
He will come in power and glory,  
He will rule with mercy and truth,  
Hope of all the nations, Light of all.  
He will love the little children,  
He will hold them in his arms.  
Love him and trust him as a child,  
Behold, your Lord comes to you.     -adapted from Isaiah 40 

Reflection | Rev. Kyle Otterbein 

Worship in Tithes and Offerings 
Prayer requests may be written on a prayer card and placed in the offering plate. 
Offertory | Lift Up Your Heads     setting by Stan Pethel 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; 
behold the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; 
the Savior of the world is here.  
Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven’s employ, 
adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

Redeemer, come! I open wide 
my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide. 
Let me thy inner presence feel; 
thy grace and love in me reveal. 

-Georg Weissel (1590-1635), trans. Catherine Winkworth 

*Offertory Response | sung to the tune of “Lift Up Your Heads” 
To God the Father, God the Son,  
and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
praise, honor, might, and glory be  
from age to age eternally. 
Text: 9th century Latin hymn, translated by John Mason Neale 
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Prayers of the People | The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*Sending Hymn | Joy to the World!     red hymnal, #92 

*Benediction 
Now, Master, you are letting your servants go in peace as you promised; 
for our eyes have seen the salvation that you have made ready in the sight of the nations; 
a light of revelation for the Gentiles and glory for your people Israel. 
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
—The Worship Sourcebook 

Postlude | O Come, All Ye Faithful     setting by Paul Edwards 
You are invited to be seated for the postlude. Soli Deo Gloria! Glory to God Alone! 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Pastor 
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries 
Becky Benson (8:30), Jan Taylor (11:00), readers 
Matthew Penning, Director of Music | Logos Choir, Tamera Penning (piano) 
Kristen DeGrazia, Assistant Director of Children’s and Youth Music 
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Music 
St. Andrew Orchestra | Violins: Jenna Ferdon, Madeline Ohl, Jenny Pigge, Lori Roetlin; Violas: Don Gentzsch,  

Christina Mixemong; Cellos: Christina Gentzsch, Claire Goodfellow, Martha Terry; String Bass: Lisa Goodfellow-
Mertens, Carly Norris; Flutes: Beth Hill, Megan Hill, Lisa Shileny; Oboe: Christy Curry-Hoyland; Clarinets: Patti 
Benson, Jason Gehrs, Laura Kastens; Saxophones: Dave DeGroot, Bob Brady; Trumpets: Aaron Shileny, Nate Van 
Der Weide, Ryan Benson; Trombones: Dave Morgan, Aaron Gibson; Euphonium: Gary Currie, Jeff Charis-Carlson; 
Tuba: Mike Anderson, Kaylee Gibson; Timpani: Ben Fick 

The Bryce-Young Family (8:30), Allison and Kyle Bernard (11:00), Advent Candle Lighters 
Artwork: Nicholas Markell   Biblical Jesse Tree, Candles, Cross, and Star  © 2016  Nicholas Markell  |  Eyekons
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ST. ANDREW|Presbyterian Church 
To be the body of Christ, loving as Christ loved and serving as Christ served. 
www.saintandrew-ic.org     319/338.7523


