a service of lessons and carols
December 16, 2018 | 8:30 + 11:00 am

Prelude | O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

setting by Gerhard Krapf

Welcome + Announcements
*Processional Hymn | O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Hymns + Carols | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal)
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison
* Please stand in body or in spirit

setting by David Cherwien
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*Greeting | based on Psalm 124:8
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
*Call to Worship | Isaiah 2:2-3 (NRSV)
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
Lighting of the Advent Candles
Unison Prayer:
Thank you, God, for your promise of joy.
As we prepare for Christ’s coming,
help us to recognize the moments of joy in our lives
and to live joyfully so that others may come see
the joy that comes from following in your way. Amen.
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I. LAMENT FOR SIN AND PERVASIVE INJUSTICE, THE “NEVERTHELESS” OF GOD’S PROMISE
Hymn | When Long Before Time

setting by David Cherwien
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Scripture | Isaiah 1:1-3, 10-11, 18-20; 2:1-5
Choral Response | We Will Feast in the House of Zion by Sandra McCracken & Joshua Moore
Join in singing the refrain:
We will feast in the house of Zion;
In the dark of night, before the dawn,
we will sing with our hearts restored.
my soul, be not afraid.
“He has done great things,” we will say together.
For the promised morning, oh how long?
We will feast and weep no more.
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength. Refrain
Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed,
you are the Faithful One.
And from the garden to the grave,
bind us together, bring shalom. Refrain

We will not be burned by the fire;
He is the LORD our God.
We are not consumed by the flood:
upheld, protected, gathered up. Refrain

© 2015 Drink Your Tea (ASCAP) / Joshmooreownsthis Music (ASCAP).
Used by permission. CCLI #617801.

II. GOD’S PROMISE OF THE COMING OF THE PRINCE OF PEACE
AND THE “KINGDOM OF RIGHTEOUSNESS”

Scripture | Isaiah 7:10-14; 9:2-7
Choral Response | All Earth Is Hopeful (Toda la tierra)
All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last!
Furrows lie open for God's creative task:
this, the labor of people who struggle to see
how God's truth and justice set everybody free.

setting by James E. Bobb

People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell:
"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel";
she conceived him "God with us," our brother, whose birth
restores hope and courage to children of this earth.
Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared;
new highways opened new protocols declared.
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace!
All, clear every gateway, in haste, come out in haste!
We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib.
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live
in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.
Text: Alberto Taulé

© 1972, 1993 Centro de Pastoral Litúrgica, admin. OCP Publications;
© Tr. 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litúrgica, admin. OCP Publications
Used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-711114.
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III. THE PEACEABLE KINGDOM
Scripture | Isaiah 11:1-10
Hymn | Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

red hymnal, #79

IV. THE CALLING AND BLESSING OF THOSE WHO PROCLAIM
Scripture | Isaiah 40:1-11
Organ Response | Comfort, Comfort, Now My People
Comfort, comfort now my people;
speak of peace: so says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness,
mourning under sorrow’s load.
Cry out to Jerusalem
of the peace that waits for them;
tell her that her sins I cover
and her warfare now is over.

setting by Egil Hovland

Text: Johannes G. Olearius (1671); translation by Catherine Winkworth (1853, alt.)

V. ALL CREATION SINGS FOR JOY
Scripture | Isaiah 55:6-13
Hymn | Joy to the World (Psalm 98)
1: Choir and congregation
2: Choir
3: Choir
4: Choir and congregation

red hymnal, #92

setting by John Rutter

Parents who would like to have their children (3 year old - Kindergarten) participate in Children’s Time are welcome to
accompany their children downstairs during the hymn. Children will be brought back to the Sanctuary during the
Recessional Hymn.
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VI. ALL NATIONS SHALL COME TO CHRIST, THE TEMPLE OF GOD
Scripture | Isaiah 56:1-2, 6-8; 60:1-3
Organ Response | How Brightly Beams the Morning Star setting by Michael Burkhardt
How bright appears the Morning Star,
with mercy beaming from afar;
the host of heaven rejoices.
O Righteous Branch, O Jesse’s Rod,
the Son of Man and Son of God!
We too will lift our voices:
Jesus, Jesus, holy, holy, yet most lowly,
come, draw near us; great Emmanuel, come and hear us.
Text: Philipp Nicolai (1599, alt.); translation by William Mercer (1859)

VII. GOD WITH US
Scripture | Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11; John 1:1-5, 14
Prayer
Eternal God, you taught us that the night is far spent and the day is at hand. Keep us awake and alert,
watching for the advent of your peaceable kingdom.
By the power of your Eternal Spirit,
make us strong in faith,
so that when Christ comes in glory to judge the earth,
we may joyfully give him praise
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Meditation | Rev. Kyle Otterbein
Worship in Tithes and Offerings
Prayer requests may be written on a prayer card and placed in the offering plate.
Offertory | Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus setting by Cathy Moklebust
*Offertory Response | sung to the tune of “Lift Up Your Heads”
To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One,
praise, honor, might, and glory be
from age to age eternally.
Text: 9th century Latin hymn, translated by John Mason Neale

(11:00) Welcome of New Members
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Prayers of the People | The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Recessional Hymn | O Come, All Ye Faithful

red hymnal, #76

*Charge & Blessing | 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (NRSV)
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets,
but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely;
and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound
and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
Alleluia! Amen!
Postlude | In Dulci Jubilo (In Sweet Rejoicing) setting by J.S. Bach
You are invited to be seated for the postlude. Soli Deo Gloria! Glory to God Alone!

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
Rev. Dr. Danie DeBeer and Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Pastors
Patti Benson, Gene Dierking, & Karen Raynor, readers
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries
Logos Choir, Tamera Penning (piano), Dave Duys (bass), Annabel Hendrickson (oboe), Linda Maurer (flute)
Laura Kastens, Assistant Director of Handbells
Resound!, Ben Fick (percussion)
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Ensembles
Angela, Virginia, and Franklin Ibrahim-Olin (8:30), Advent Candle Lighters
Sabi, Aparna, Samir, and Sophia Singh (11:00), Advent Candle Lighters
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Announcements

Welcome! We are happy to have you here with us today. If you would like more information about St. Andrew,
please indicate your interest on the Connection Card. Join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments after the
service. This is a wonderful way to meet the St. Andrew family.
Prayer: If you desire a personal time of prayer, we’re here to pray with you and for you. Please join a
prayer partner at the Prayer Room at the back of the Sanctuary immediately following the worship service.
All ages are welcomed in our worship services. Worship materials for children and adults, including large print
hymnals, bibles, and bulletins are available on the shelves outside the north sanctuary doors. A T-Coil hearing
assist loop is also available for those with this feature on their hearing aids.
If needed, infant and toddler care (up to age 2) is provided downstairs in the Nursery. Children’s Time, for ages 3
years through Kindergarten, is also downstairs.
Prayer Requests may be written on a blue Prayer Request Card and placed in the offering plate.
QR Coding for Giving: The QR code in the Sunday bulletin is an electronic code that links to the giving page on our
church website. In worship, we respond to God’s love with our offering. We hope that people who like
technology will use these prompts to connect their gifts to our worship.
Connection Cards are one way we can extend welcome and hospitality to our guests while also helping us
consider steps we can take in the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ. We ask each person to fill out the card and
place it in the offering plate. Members, once your contact information is correct, you only need to write your name.
This week I will...
Volunteer to help with childcare for one of our Christmas Eve services (5:00 or 7:00 pm).
Invite a neighbor over for coffee, tea, or holiday hot chocolate (and maybe invite them to one of our Christmas
Eve services!).
Pray for my immediate neighbors to my left and right.
Make plans to come to our Cocoa and Carols next Sunday between worship services in the Atrium.
The flowers are given by Marilyn Woodin with Christmas blessings for Jim & Heather Woodin & St. Andrew.

Join us for a soup
supper at 6:00 pm
on December 24.
Please bring a
soup, bread,
crackers,
vegetable, fruit, or
dessert. Drinks and
tableware will be provided. A sign-up
sheet is in the Atrium.

Calling All Singers! Help Us Fill the Choir Loft on Christmas Eve
We have one more service for youth and adults to join together in song: December 24, 7:00 pm, Christmas Eve!
The Intergenerational Choir Rehearsal will be today between worship services and on Wednesday, December 19, at
7:00 pm.

Christmas Joy Offering

Grief During the Holidays
The Stephen Ministers at St. Andrew want to
share an article by Rev. Justin Schlueter
about grief at the holidays. You can find it at
https://bit.ly/2ASLanq. They have also
provided grief materials in the Atrium for you
to take home.

By giving to the Presbyterian Christmas Joy Offering
you provide assistance to current and retired church
workers in their time of need and to our future
leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color. St. Andrew will be
collecting the offering on December 23 and 24.

Child Care Needs
We have several opportunities for volunteers to
provide child care over the next few weeks. At least
two of the caregivers must be adults (over 18) who
have been screened by our Child Protection Policy
Team. Additional adults and youth under 18 may
help when two screened adults are present. Our
needs are:
Sunday, December 23, at the 8:30 &11:00
services
Christmas Eve, at the 5:00 & 7:00 services
Sunday, December 30, at the 8:30 & 11:00
services
Wednesday, January 9, during Logos Choir
rehearsal from 7:00 to 8:30 pm
Thursday, January 10, during TRUE Moms from
9:00 to 11:00 am
If you can help once or more, call Heather
(319/338.7523) or email hwoodin@saintandrewic.org.

Christmas Caroling at Walden
Place Today
Please join Jeff Charis-Carlson and the “Not-So-SmallGroup” at Walden Place Retirement Center off Mormon
Trek TODAY from 3:30-4:30 for cookies, cocoa, and
caroling! There will be sheet music for the sing-along, but
you are welcomed to bring an instrument, dramatic
reading, dance, etc to share with the residents - just let
Jeff know! Sharing this time during Advent is a true JOY!!

Church Office Closed
December 25 through January 1
The office will be closed from December 25 through
January 1. If you need to reach a pastor, you can
contact Pastor Kyle at 319/400.6546. If you think you
will need to use the building during week we are closed,
get a key fob from Sarah BY DECEMBER 21.

Purchase a Poinsettia
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia, go to our
website or pick up an order form in the Atrium. You may
take your flowers home after the 11:00 pm worship service
on Christmas Eve. All poinsettias are red and will come in
6” pots. If you desire, your name and/or a dedication will
be listed in our Christmas Eve worship bulletins.
Questions? Contact Deb Fick at ddfick@mchsi.com.

Christmas Concert Matinee December 23 @ 2:00
Come relax and enjoy an afternoon of Christmas Choral Classics! Who doesn't
love choral music at the holidays? Our own Director of Music Ministries,
Matthew Penning, will be playing the Krapf Organ as well as leading the
audience in singing carols. Freewill donations will be accepted, and free
childcare will be provided for audience members.

Project Holiday
Project Holiday is a special service of The Crisis Center Food Bank to provide food so Johnson County families in
need can prepare their traditional holiday meal. The Food Bank provides a variety of food options, and clients will be
able to choose the best items for their family. To donate, visit jccrisiscenter.org/project-holiday or take a tag from the
wreath at the ministry counter at St Andrew and mail in your donation! Questions? Contact LeAnn Otterbein at
leann.otterbein@gmail.com.

Cocoa and Carols is Back, Sunday, December 23!
Our Fellowship Team is hosting the Annual St. Andrew Cocoa and Carols sing-along between worship services
(9:45 - 10:45 am) on Sunday, December 23 in the Atrium. The Fellowship Team will provide hot cocoa and coffee,
and Jeff Charis-Carlson will play the piano. Each family is asked to please bring a dozen cookies.

The Mitten Tree
St. Andrew has, again, put up a tree in the lower level Children’s Ministry area to collect your “decorations”!
Please bring new or like-new mittens, gloves, scarves, ear-warmers, and hats to hang on the tree. These will all
be donated to community groups after Christmas. Thank you for “decking” our Mitten Tree!

Stewardship Update & Thank You!
During this Advent Season, we celebrate leadership; past, present and future through support of the Christmas Joy
Offering. We do so because church leaders greatly impact our lives of faith, walking with us down the path to be
more like Jesus. We are so grateful for the 130+ families or individuals committing to ministry at St. Andrew with our
annual stewardship campaign. Thank you for your servant leadership in Johnson County and beyond. God bless
you and those whom you love.

Youth Activities
ETC Ugly Christmas Apparel
Party TONIGHT at 6:30 at BJ
Wolf’s house, 4346 Maier Ave in
Iowa City. If you ride the bus from
the church, you will need to
complete the release form that
can be found on the youth page
of our website. More details can
be found there, too!

Leadership
Interim Senior Pastor ............................................................................................. Rev. Dr. Danie deBeer
Associate Pastor ......................................................................................................... Rev. Kyle Otterbein
Pastor Emeritus .............................................................................................................. Rev. Mark Martin
Music Director ................................................................................................................. Matthew Penning
Assistant Director of Instrumental Ministries ............................................................................... Lee Rabe
Assistant Director of Children’s Vocal Ministries ..................................................................... Nelda Wittig
Assistant Director of Handbell Ministries............................................................................. Laura Kastens
Music Intern ...................................................................................................................... Christopher Arp
Children’s & Family Ministry Director ............................................................................... Heather Woodin
Youth Ministries Director ..................................................................................................... Randy Hausler
Finance Administrator ........................................................................................................... John Benson
Office & Communications Administrator .................................................................................. Sarah Dyck

December Birthdays
Annika Kopf
12/01
Emersyn Leimkuehler 12/02
Tim Finer
12/03
Carter Fisher
12/03
Kris Smith
12/04
Brad Van Voorhis 12/04
Ryan O’Deen
12/05
Brad Grupe
12/06
Peggy Meyer
12/06
Julia Austin
12/08
Dennis Dykstra
12/08
Becky Houser
12/08
Sharon Hansen
12/09
Margaret Penning 12/10
Britt Deerberg
12/11
Lauryn Hynek
12/11
Kara Spurrell
12/12
Ana Jacobson
12/13
Savannah Law
12/13
Linda Clark
12/14

Jean Cox
Sydney Kout
Tracy Hulsebus
Brian Griffith
Danielle Law
Ryan Shileny
Toby Trail
Allison Whitney
Chris Pigge
Grayson Schilling
Brody Sobolik
Nancy Barth
Pam Dorale
Stacie Kasper
Sloane Tyler
Nichole Stewart
Catharine Found
Joni Opheim
Colette Soults
David Bluder

12/15
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/18
12/19
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/24

Paula McCue
12/24
Dean Oakes
12/24
Connor Mebus
12/25
Dave Nicholson 12/25
Darlene Rominger 12/26
Mike Anderson
12/27
Allison Bernard
12/29
Madeline Fincham 12/29
Emma Gibson
12/29
David Grady
12/29
Austin Kannegieter 12/29
Amandine Mothershed 12/29
Payton Proud
12/29
Silas Spurrell
12/29
Samantha Anderson 12/30
Erik Brakke
12/30
Laura Frey Law
12/30
Sophia Goers
12/30
Dell Richard
12/30
Parker Bodle
12/31

December Anniversaries
Sheila and Brad Stiles........................................................................................................................................ 12/05
Larry & Tami Luce.............................................................................................................................................. 12/19
Mathew & Tamera Penning ............................................................................................................................... 12/23
Dan & Deb Fick ................................................................................................................................................. 12/27
Kerri & Eric Goers .............................................................................................................................................. 12/28
Wanda & Jim Halverson .................................................................................................................................... 12/28

