
 

Christmas Eve
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We Gather to Adore the Christ Child 
Gathering Music | Hark! the Herald Angels Sing & We Three Kings     settings by David Marlott 

Welcome + Announcements 
 
Prelude |  The Snow Lay on the Ground     setting by Vicki Hancock Wright  

Lighting of the Advent Candles and the Christ Candle 
Unison Prayer:  
God, our hearts sing with joy and praise because of Jesus.  
At this happy season, we rejoice that Jesus came among us.  
By his birth and life he has shown us that we are your people and that we are greatly loved. 
Help us to remember Christmas all year long by giving to others the gifts of life: 
hope, peace, joy, love, kindness and understanding. Amen. 

 
Carol | O Come, All Ye Faithful     setting by John Ferguson and David Willcocks 
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The snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright, 
when Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night. 

Venite adoremus Dominum 
(Come, let us worship the Lord.) 

'Twas Mary maid, so young and strong, 
who welcomed here the Christchild with a song. 

Venite adoremus Dominum 
(Come, let us worship the Lord.) 

Saint Joseph, too, was there to tend the Child; 
to guard him, and protect his mother mild; 
the angels hovered round, and sung this song, 

Venite adoremus Dominum 
(Come, let us worship the Lord.) 

-Anglo-Irish carol, 19th century
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Confession + Forgiveness 
  
Call to Confession 
 Today we celebrate that Jesus, our Lord, 
 came to earth as a human, just like us but without sin.  
 He came so that we who sin may be freed from sin.  
 With the peace that comes from knowing Jesus came,  
 let us confess our sins and be forgiven. 

Prayer of Confession 
Generous God, 
you give us the greatest gift of all, yourself, 
but often we find it hard to take notice; 
we are caught up with our own gifts, given and received.  
Forgive us, generous God, 
for the casual way we treat your gift of love. 
Cast out our sin and enter in, 
be born in us today.

Assurance of Pardon | based on 2 Corinthians 4:6 
God has caused light to shine in our hearts,  
the light that is knowledge of the glory of God  
in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Sharing of the Peace 
As God has given us peace in Christ,  
let us pass the peace of Christ to each other. 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you.  
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Carol | O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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The Word of the Lord 
  
Reading | Isaiah 9:2-7 

Instrumental Carol | I Wonder as I Wander     setting by Lynette Maynard 

Reading | Psalm 96 

Carol | Go, Tell It on the Mountain     traditional African American carol      sung by the children of St. Andrew 
 
Reading | Luke 2:1-7 
 

Handbell Carol | Away in a Manger     setting by Cathy Moklebust  

Reading | Luke 2:8-14 
 

Brass Carol | Angels We Have Heard On High     setting by Ken Young 
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I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, 
how Jesus the Savior did come for to die 
for poor ordinary people like you and like I. 
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky. 
When Mary birthed Jesus, all in a cow's stall, 
came wise men and farmers and shepherds and all, 
and high from the heavens a star's light did fall; 
the promise of the ages it then did recall. 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, 
a star in the sky or a bird on the wing, 
or all of God's angels in heav'n for to sing, 
he surely could have had it, 'cause he was the king. 
-traditional Appalachian carol

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay; 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus: look down from the sky 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care; 
prepare us for heaven to live with you there. 
-North American, 19th century

Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains 
and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heavenly song? 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
-French, 18th century



Reading | Luke 2:15-20 
 

Instrumental Carol | Once in Royal David’s City     setting by Richard Walters 

Meditation | The Glory of God in the Face of Christ     Rev. Kyle Otterbein 

Responding to God’s Word 
  
Worship in Tithes & Offerings 
 Prayer of Dedication 
 Offering | What Child Is This     setting by Robert Batastini 

Reading | John 1:1-5, 9-14 
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Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little child. 
He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall: 
with the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 
thro' his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heav'n above: 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, 
set at God's right hand on high; 
when like stars his children crowned 
all in white shall wait around. 
-Cecil Frances Humphries (1818-1895)

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ, the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe, the Son of Mary! 

Why lies he in such mean estate, 
where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
come, peasant, king to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
let loving hearts enthrone him. 
-W. Chatterton Dix (1837-1898)

online giving



Candle Lighting Carol | Silent Night! Holy Night     setting by Susan E. Geschke 
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We Go Out to Serve the Lord 
  
Benediction | You may extinguish your candle 

Postlude | Fantasy on O Come, All Ye Faithful     by Carson Cooman 
 Soli Deo Gloria! Glory to God Alone! 

Worship Participants 
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Pastor 
Rebecca Schuchert, Isaac DeGroot, Katelynn DeGroot, Randy Hausler, Pat Penn, readers 
Matthew Penning, director of music ministries 
Laura Kastens, assistant director of music  
Lee Rabe, assistant director of music 
Handbell Ensemble | Michelle, Isaac, & Katelynn DeGroot, Ivy, Laura, & Makenna Hendrickson,  
 Jeremy & Sara Penn, Pat Penn, Rebecca Schuchert, Amy Sparks  
Claire Goodfellow (cello), Lisa Shileny (flute) 
Brass Ensemble | Mike Anderson, Emma Gibson, Aaron Gibson, Kaylee Gibson, Dave Morgan,  
 Emily Neddermeyer, Aaron Shileny 
Gathering Music Brass Ensemble | AJ Gibson, Kaylee Gibson, Aiden Long, Ryan Shileny 
Virtual Choirs | Mateo Anderson, Mark & Sarah Beerends, Becky Benson, John & Patti Benson,  
 L’Engle & Lucy Charis-Carlson, Jordan & Kristen DeGrazia, Mason DeGrazia, Maia DeGrazia, Tess DeGrazia,  
 Beth Dowd, Robbie Duys, Wes Habley, Margaret Heidger, Laura Kastens, Ryan & Ava Long,  
 Betty & Maggie Maassen, Paul & Pat Penn, Margaret Penning, Tamera Penning, Lillian Polgreen, Nick Rudzianski,  
 Emmitt Schmidt-Rundell, Erin Schmidt-Rundell, Heidi Schmidt-Rundell, Kaitlyn Schmidt-Rundell,  
 Spencer Schmidt-Rundell, Becka Simpson, Lydia Tanas, Jim Woodin 
Virtual Handbells & Percussion | Becky, Cade, Drew & Eli Benson 
Virtual Flute & Bass | Sarah Beerends, Jeff Charis-Carlson 

Cover image: Shepherds, Nativity, & Epiphany  © 2018 John August Swanson | Eyekons 

Stewardship Update & Thank You 
During the Advent & Christmas seasons, we celebrate leadership; past, present and future through support of the 
Christmas Joy Offering. We do so because church leaders greatly impact our lives of faith, walking with us down the 
path to be more like Jesus. We are so grateful for the families or individuals committing to ministry at St. Andrew with 
our annual stewardship campaign. Thank you for your servant leadership in Johnson County and beyond. God bless 
you and those whom you love. 

-  -9



Poinsettias have been generously given by 

Mark & MaryJo Abbott, in memory and honor of our parents 
John, Patricia, Allison, Ryan & Jared Benson, in memory of Frank & Alice Benson  
 and Carroll & Helen Dimmick 
Allison & Kyle Bernard 
Jim and Ruth Dane, in memory of Don and Vivian Klotz 
Etre family, in honor of our many blessings 
Myrna Farraj 
Dan & Deb Fick 
Lynn Ginsberg, in memory of Louis Ginsberg 
Gordon Hinz, in memory of Marie Hinz and Scott Hinz 
Hoffman Family in honor of SAPC staff and their resilience 
Pat and Paul Penn, in honor of Jeremy, Sara, Isaac and Eleanor and in memory of Samantha 
Bryce & Rosemary Plapp, in honor of Danie and Annette deBeer 
Rich & Mary Schmidt, in memory of Timothy Schmidt 
Karla Schmidt, in memory of Timothy Schmidt 
Amy Schmidt Rundell, in honor of my parents 
Rebecca and Jason Schuchert 
Becka Simpson, in honor of The Saint Andrew family 
Skip & Pat Wells, in memory of our loved ones 
Deb and Rich Wretman 
Lauren Wretman and Jackson Phelps 

-  -10ST. ANDREW|Presbyterian Church 
To be the body of Christ, loving as Christ loved and serving as Christ served. 
www.saintandrew-ic.org     319/338.7523

Jeff Charis-Carlson
Kathy Whiteside,

Jeff Charis-Carlson
in memory of 

Jeff Charis-Carlson
Jean Ellertson, Jeff Whiteside, Alpha Braund, and Alexandria Gaston


