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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
Iowa City, Iowa 

Child Protection Policy Summary 
 

At its December 20, 2012 meeting, the Session approved a Child Protection Policy which includes the statement: 
 

“We affirm that children and youth are a gift from God and that the future of the church rests with them. We further affirm 
that it is the church’s obligation to protect their physical, mental, emotional and spiritual well being. The abuse of children 
will not be tolerated in any form by the action of any individual. The abuse may be defined as physical, emotional, spiritual, 
or sexual. All are prohibited.” 

 
THE SCREENING PROCESS 
 

All those who volunteer to work with children and/or youth must complete the Volunteer Application and give 
permission to the Child Protection Policy Team to do a background check. The background check will include a check of 
the appropriate state sex offender registries.  

As part of the screening process, any volunteer who provides automobile transportation as part of an event must be an 
adult and must have completed the Vehicle Operator Application for Volunteers. Drivers must have a valid driver’s 
license and automobile liability insurance. 

Drivers for church-sponsored activities need not follow the Two-Adult-Rule (see below) if there are always at least two 
children/youth in the car or written permission has been given by the parents of the child/youth being transported. All 
occupants of the vehicle must wear a seatbelt if seatbelts are available in the vehicle. 
 
TWO-ADULT RULE 
 
A minimum of two adults should be present to supervise each church activity involving ten or more children and/or youth.   
When it is not possible to comply with the two adult rule, an adult must follow the rule of having at least three persons 
(including children or youth) present at all times.  Except for pastoral counseling or music lessons, at no time should a 
child or youth be alone with an adult.  One-on-one pastoral counseling sessions are permitted, but only if the room or 
office door is kept ajar, or a glass or clear panel is installed into the door that allows the pastor to be visible at all times. In 
the case of individual music or voice lessons, the same rule applies and written parental consent is required. 
 
SIX-MONTH RULE 
 

Volunteers must be members or actively affiliated with the church for at least six months before being permitted to 
work with children and/or youth. 

 
YOUNGER HELPERS 
 

Individuals under age 19 are permitted to help with children/or youth activities, but the Two-Adult-Rule still applies. 
Children and youth do not have to go through the same screening procedure as adults. 
 
REPORTING ABUSE AND POLICY VIOLATIONS 
 

All volunteers are to report any incident of apparent child abuse, suspected child abuse, or violations of the Child 
Protection Policy that they observe to the Director in charge of the event or program where the incident took place or to 
the Pastor or to the Child Protection Policy Team. The church will report all allegations of child abuse to the local police 
department and/or the Iowa Department of Human Services.  The Child Protection Policy Team may be contacted via 
email address: childprotection@saintandrew-ic.org. 
 
FURTHER QUESTIONS ABOUT CHILD PROTECTION 
 

The forgoing is a summary. The complete Child Protection Policy is available to any church member or volunteer who 
requests it. Questions about the Child Protection Policy should be directed to the Child Protection Policy Team. 

 
 


