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2 ST.

ANDREW HAS BEEN MEETING-UP ALL SUMMER LONG

Dozens of St. Andrew members came out
July 16 to help add some color to the
sidewalks at Melrose Meadows. The Chalk
the Summer event was just one of several
St. Andrew Meet-Ups that have been
organized throughout the summer. Some
Meet-Ups scheduled for August include:

• Iowa State Fair (Thursday Aug. 12):
Attending the evening “Casting Crowns”
concert. Hosts: Mike and Kathi Anderson.
You can buy tickets at https://bit.ly/
meetup-aug12.
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• Cedar Rapids Kernels Game (Friday
Aug. 20): Host: Pastor Kyle Otterbein. You
can buy tickets https://www.milb.com/
cedar-rapids.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION MEETING | JULY 15, 2021
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The outgoing, returning, and
incoming members of the St.
Andrew Session gathered July
15, 2021, for introductions,
good-byes, and several points
of church business.
Session formally accepted
Matthew Penning’s
resignation as St. Andrew’s
Director of Music Ministries, a
position he has held for 20
years. Matthew’s final Sunday
is scheduled for August 8, but
he is remaining in the Iowa
City area, and Session also
approved his request to
continue to work with St.
Andrew’s Organ Team and to
continue to offer lessons on
the Krapf Organ.
In response to Matthew’s
stepping down from directing
St. Andrew’s music ministries,
the Session appointed a task
force to search for a qualified
musician and leader who
could fill that position in the
interim while a more thorough search
process begins. The task force hopes to
have an interim director in place before
fall programming begins September 19.

Session approved the following funding
requests from the Mission, Outreach, and
Service Team:
• United Presbyterian Home, $1,500.
• CommUnity, $1,000.
• Compeer, $1,000.
• Bird House, $1,500.
• Mental Health Initiatives, $211.
Session thanked outgoing members
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Kathy Duys, Margaret Heidger, Crispin
Ng’oma, Karen Raynor, Heidi SchmidtRundell, and Nathan Schuchert for their
service. Incoming elders include L’Engle
Charis-Carlson, Thomas Harley, Virginia
Ibrahim-Olin, Sara Penn, Rebecca
Schuchert, and Bruce Walker.
You can find a full list of current Session
members and minutes of past Session
meetings on the church website: http://
saintandrew-ic.org/who-we-are/
session. The next regular Session
meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday
Aug. 19 in the Atrium and on Zoom.
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Session approved Pastor Rob Martin’s
letter to the congregation concerning a
change in St. Andrew’s mask-wearing
policy. People gathering to worship inperson on Sunday mornings will now be
able to choose for themselves whether or
not to wear a mask. The Session
continues to urge people to be
vaccinated when possible to help curb
the spread of COVID-19.

Session also tabled a proposed change
in St. Andrew’s alcohol policy until some
questions about the church’s liability
could be answered.
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LOCAL SERVICE OF HEALING
TO OFFER TURNING POINT
FOR COMMUNITIES OF FAITH

Inspired in part by St. Andrew’s recent Chalk
the Summer event, church member Lucy
Charis-Carlson transforms the sidewalk outside
her home into a colorful, patterned display. The
Iowa City area Stephen Ministers are looking for
similar submissions of visual and performing
artwork—from paintings, to dances, to word
clouds (see opposite page)—to showcase the
variety of responses to the current pandemic
and post-pandemic moment.

During their training as one-on-one
caregivers, Stephen Ministers focus on
how healing begins when a hurting
person is "heard" by a caring person.
During the past 18 months of pandemic
isolation, the local Stephen Ministers at
St. Andrew Presbyterian, St. Thomas
More Catholic, and Our Redeemer
Lutheran churches have been “hearing”
the struggles, anxieties, fears, and hopes
expressed by family, friends, and
neighbors across the religious spectrum.

St. Andrew. “Moving beyond this pain
takes courage. Yet, speaking the truth of
personal and communal pain and losses
can bring about a freedom, which allows
us to rise above the many challenges of
this pandemic.”

In response, the Stephen Ministers from
these very different Iowa City area
congregations are organizing an
Ecumenical Service of Lament, Hope,
and Healing to take place 2 p.m.
Sunday Aug. 22 at St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church, 140 Gathering
Place Lane on the westside of Iowa City.

The in-person service will be led by St.
Andrew’s pastor, the Rev. W. Robert
Martin III, along with harpist Pam WeestCarrasco and participants from other
area religious communities. The program
includes musical reflections, poetry
readings, times for silent meditation, and
prayer. The organizers have put out a
call for artists to submit paintings,
calligraphy, sculpture, videos, and mixed
media in response to swirl of emotions
raised by the pandemic. The service also
will be livestreamed on St. Andrew’s
YouTube channel, http://bit.ly/
SAPCYouTube.

“Healing is often slow and can be
painful,” said Sharon Fogleman, a
recently trained Stephen Minister from

“It is my hope that this service will allow
us all to clearly recognize the emotional
and spiritual impact we have
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The Iowa City area Stephen Ministers
will be available to listen to participants
following the service. The principles of
caregiving through active listening can
provide further support to individuals
seeking a friend to join them on their
walk toward healing.
“I believe this service will offer a turning
point for our communities of faith,” said
Fogleman. “The service will stir our souls
—through music, words, art, and prayer
—and the healing power of our loving
God will lead us into a healthier
community.”
Stephen Ministries is an ecumenical,
faith-based caring ministry that offers
one-on-one listening for hurting people in
the church and the larger community.
Since its beginning in 1975, the ministry
has been embraced by more than 13,000
congregations from various Christian
denominations in all 50 states and 30
other countries.

For more information about the Ecumenical
Service for Lament, Hope, and Healing, visit
https://fb.me/e/1ucHB92Wk or contact
office@saintandrew-ic.org.
For more information about Stephen Ministries,
visit www.stephenministries.org.
To submit artwork for use during the Aug. 22
service, contact slhh.submissions@gmail.com.
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experienced,” said Mary Beth Ross, a
Stephen Minister from St. Andrew. “The
process of acknowledging whatever level
of trauma individuals and the community
have experienced can bring us together
in God’s love to heal for a stronger faith
journey ahead.”

6 IMPACTO

STAFF MEMBERS TO VISIT IOWA CITY IN AUGUST

Since 2015, St. Andrew has sent several
missions teams to Impacto Ministries in
the Lake Atitlán region of Guatemala.
Those teams have expanded the ministry
relationships between Impacto and St.
Andrew to include everything from
elaborate sewing projects to sight-saving
medical interventions.
As we await the day our teams can return
to Impacto’s aptly named Promised Land
campus, the Impacto staff also has been
making plans to visit us. Impacto's Pastor
Luis Martinez will be visiting Iowa City
during the last weekend in August along
with his wife Dinora and their daughter,
Andrea Mendez.
There will be multiple opportunities during
the weekend to meet with (and learn from) our Guatemalan friends:
SATURDAY
• 9 a.m.: MOS-hosted Coffee Hour (Atrium)
• 10 a.m.: Pastor Luis Martinez will hold a special session for area pastors
(Sanctuary & livestreamed on YouTube)
• 10 a.m.: Dinora Martinez & Andrea Mendez discussing Impacto’s wide
variety of ministries. (HUB)
• 2 p.m.: Open House with Pastor Luis, Dinora, and Andrea (Atrium, with
videos in the Sanctuary)
SUNDAY
• 9:30 a.m.: Worship Service with Pastor Luis Martinez as guest preacher
(special offering to taken for Impacto)
For more informaiton, contact Karna Wieck or Kathi Anderson.
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Here is a list of fall activities to start scheduling on your
calendars:
DONATIONS
As you shop and clean out your closets this summer, keep in
mind that we are collecting:
• Backpacks to distribute to students served by the Pheasant
Ridge Neighborhood Center.
• School Supplies for local students in need, children in
Guatemala, and Operation Christmas Child/The Shoebox
Project. All supplies are welcome: pencils, pens, crayons,
notebooks, paper, glue sticks, markers, scissors, colored
pencils, sticky notes, calculators, and more. Drop them in the bin
in the Atrium.
• “Wow” items for The Shoebox Project/Operation
Christmas Child: We are collecting new or very gently used
stuffed animals, toy cars, craft supplies, bandanas, hats, t-shirts,
socks, dresses, shorts, hair clips, combs and brushes,
washcloths, deflated soccer balls and pumps, and other items
that fit in a shoebox. We’ll pack the boxes in November then
mail them to children around the world. We cannot send liquids,
foods, war-related items (like toy soldiers or anything
camouflage).
• Plastic grocery bags for our food distribution in August, September, and October.

We need volunteers to help with a back-to-school block party at Pheasant Ridge Neighborhood Center, 2651 Roberts
Road, Iowa City, Saturday August 14. Here are the specific needs:
• Three people to bring three grills to the Neighborhood Center and cook hot dogs and hamburgers for
participants.
• Volunteers to help serve the food and help supervise the games and activities.
• People to donate new backpacks to be distributed to children at the event. You can drop off backpacks at the
church between now and Aug. 13. If you can help, contact hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.
FALL EVENTS
Fall plans for Children’s and Family Ministries include:
• Sunday School for preschoolers through 6th graders, 9:45 to 10:45 am each Sunday in the lower level, starting
Sept. 19.
• Special events throughout the semester for elementary-school-aged children. Watch for details!
• All-church suppers once a month, starting Oct. 6. Join people of all ages for a free meal, then a variety of
activities. Supper is 5:45 to 6:30, then participants can head home or stay for an activity. After-supper options will
include BASIC for junior high students, rehearsal for short-term music ensembles, fellowship (just chat with your
friends!), and a service project or activity for people of all ages.
SERVICE PROJECTS
• Oct. 6: Make an edible cornucopia to keep or give away
• Nov. 3: Packing Party for The Shoebox Project
• Dec. 1: Make-It-and-Take-It Nativity set

— Heather Woodin, Director of Children's and Family Ministry
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VOLUNTEERS FOR AUGUST 14 BLOCK PARTY

Pastoral, Ministry, and Administrative Staff
Pastors
rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org

pastormwm@gmail.com

Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, Pastor Emeritus

kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org

Rev. W. Robert Martin III, Lead Pastor
& Head of Staff
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor

Office
John Benson, Finance Administrator
Jeff Charis-Carlson, Director of
Communications & Media Ministries

finance@saintandrew-ic.org
office@saintandrew-ic.org

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries
Lee Rabe, Associate Director of Instrumental
Ministries
Laura Kastens, Assistant Director of Handbell
Ministries
Nelda Wittig, Assistant Director of Children’s
Vocal Ministries

mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org

If you would like to start/stop receiving the Messenger
electronically, please email the church office.
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Worship Times: 9:30 a.m. Sundays (with plans to transition
to two services on Sunday September 19, 2021)
Website: www.saintandrew-ic.org
YouTube: http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube
Email: office@saintandrew-ic.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintandrewic.org
Phone: 319/338.7523
140 Gathering Place Lane
Iowa City, IA 52246
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