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From the Leadership 

Session Highlights, July 18, 2019         by Jeff Charis-Carlson 
Incoming elders joined the Session’s July 18 meeting to discuss 
issues ranging from the process for calling a Pastor Nominating 
Committee to the paper forms that allow outside groups to re-

quest use of 140 Gathering Place Lane. 

New and returning Session members reaffirmed plans to continue 
with a two-pastor leadership model for St. Andrew. The Session 
and Personnel Team had looked into the possibility of moving to a 
solo pastor, but Session members agreed that the size and scope 
of St. Andrew’s ministries work best with a pair of pastors who 

bring complementary visions and skills.  

The Session also discussed whether St. Andrew’s “Statement of 
Inclusion” continues to represent the congregation’s commitment 
to being a fully inclusive church. No decision was made other than 
to say that the discussion will need to be part of the search for St. 

Andrew’s next installed lead pastor. 

Session members heard feedback about how St. Andrew is being 
recognized as a community partner in the neighborhoods directly 
surrounding our building and throughout the Iowa City area. We 
also learned the good news that St. Andrew qualifies for a  

reduction in its electric rate to the tune of $2,400 annually.  

The Session voted to extend the contract with our listing agent, 
Jeff Edberg, for both pieces of property that St. Andrew has for 

sale: The Triangle, the 7.2-acre commercial lot south of the  
building, and Outlot A, the 4.4-acre residential lot west of the 
building. We will keep the congregation posted on any substantial 

offers on the parcels. 

Session also approved a new “Building Use Request Form” for 
outside groups looking to hold their events in our building. The 
form specifies the rental costs as well as the fees for custodial 
and A/V services. All requests for using the building need to be 
made in the church office so that room availability can be checked 

before the form is filled out.  

The mission funding approved Thursday includes: 

*$2,500 in support of the Iowa City Free Medical Clinic.  

*$1,200 in support of Andrew and Elizabeth Roberts, an Iowa City 
family serving with the Wycliffe Aviation Mission in Papua, New 

Guinea.  

*$2,190 in support of the 2019 Feed My Starving Children food 

pack to be held at St. Andrew in November.  

*$780 for a Thrive renewal retreat sponsorship for one of the 
75,000 North American Christian missionary women or spouses 

living around the world. 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for August 22. 

St. Andrew's Session generally meets at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of most months. We will provide Session Highlights from the 
previous month as a regular column in the Messenger. To look at meeting agendas and the minutes from any Session meeting,  

follow this link: saintandrew-ic.org/about/session. 

Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives: St. Andrew Capital 
Campaign 2019-2022         by Pastor Kyle 

You may know that wherever Jesus traveled he announced the kingdom of God. But 
have you considered how Jesus made that kingdom come alive for people? Jesus’ 
way to express God’s reign was through connecting hearts! Jesus connected with 
people’s hearts and then connected their hearts to the very heart of God. Jesus  
connected Nicodemus’s heart to the renewing power of God’s Spirit; Jesus connected 
the heart of the woman at the well to the genuine worship of God’s Messiah in spirit 
and truth; and he connected the hearts of the disciples to God’s mission of renewing 

the world. 

At Saint Andrew we are called by God’s grace to join together with others for the 
whole-hearted way of life of Jesus Christ. We worship and serve with connected 

hearts, confident that God is renewing our lives and our world.  

Beginning August 11, we are introducing our next capital campaign: Connecting 
Hearts, Renewing Lives. Over the next five weeks we will consider how this campaign 
will help us raise the resources required for paying our ongoing mortgage payments 
while reducing the amount of mortgage debt we carry. It is our goal to meet a  
challenge target of $1.3 million, enabling and energizing our congregation to continue 

our mission of connecting our neighbors to the love of God in Jesus Christ.   

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God has drawn near...Mark 1:15 

Upcoming Dates 
 

August 11: Gratitude Event  
 

August 18: Part One of Connecting 
Hearts Worship Series 
 

September 1: All Church Connecting 
Hearts in Prayer Event Begins 
 

September 8: Connecting Hearts 
Celebration Pancake Breakfast 
 

September 15: Commitment Sunday 

http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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St. Andrew Happenings 

What you will find at the August 10 Sweet Saturday gathering: 
a start to your weekend with devotion to God, coffee and  
fellowship with other Christian women, an experience in God’s 
Word with the study of the Bible, verses from the book of 
Psalms, and a chance to see how a St. Andrew small group 
can make our church feel like home. No preparation is  
necessary. Feel free to bring a friend and drop in. We meet at 
8:00 am! If you have questions, please contact LeAnn  
Otterbein at leann.otterbein@gmail.com or Annie Potter at  

potterbeat@gmail.com. 

Sweet Saturdays of Summer  

Monday/Funday! 

Save the Date! August 25 

The Ecumenical Women's Bible Study invites women of all faiths to 
join us as we begin our fall semester on Wednesday, September 4, 
2019. We will use the study guide "The Book of Genesis....in the 

beginning God...”, authored by Trudy Reis and Karen Scotti. 

The Bible study meets on Wednesday mornings 9:15 -11:00 am at 
St. Andrew Presbyterian church located off Camp Cardinal Road at 
140 Gathering Place Lane, Iowa City. (Park and enter on the lower 
level). Come, enrich your faith with the fellowship, learning and 
group discussions of lessons with other Christian women! Invite a 

friend and join us! 

For further information, contact Janice Hining at 319/351.6304;  
janni.h@att.net or Nancy Prall at 319/512.5649; 
fauxburhans@aol.com.  

Invitation to the Ecumenical  
Women’s Bible Study 2019-2020 

August 10 

See related article by Jeff Charis-Carlson & Kathy Duys on page 10. 

Interfaith Habitat Build 

mailto:leann.otterbein@gmail.com
mailto:potterbeat@gmail.com
mailto:janni.h@att.net
mailto:fauxburhans@aol.com
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Caregiving 

Caregiving Summit Summary        by Mary Beth Ross 

St. Andrew has grown in the range of ministries our members 
participate in to care for others in our church and the larger  
community. To enhance collaboration and consistency,  
representatives of all of the caring ministries were invited to  
participate in a Caregiving Summit in April and June and will  
continue meeting periodically as needed. The April meeting’s 
topic of conversation was on clarifying the focus of each caring 
ministry, to consider how the groups overlap and, if there are 
gaps, in what action might be needed. Discussion also  
addressed when and where to refer individuals to appropriate 
resources within our church and community, how to support  
people during transitions, reaching out to more isolated  
individuals such as single parents and elders, and how to access 
the different caring ministries when a need becomes known.  
Expanding the utilization of the Prayer Room was also discussed. 
In June, Pastor Kyle Otterbein and Stephen Ministry Leader, Ted 
Potter, led a discussion and practice on confidentiality, how to 
have a caring conversation, and praying out loud with others.  
 

The following members summarized the ministries:  
 
 

 
 

 

Hospitality (Becky  
Benson) - Takes sign-ups 
for greeting and ushering,  
provides follow-up calls/
cards to new visitors. The 
intent is to connect visitors 
to others and to our  
ministries. 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Ministry (Sarah Brakke) - Provides 
care for children/families through the TRUE 
Moms day programs and community  
outreach. 
 

 

Deacons (Scott 
Leimkuehler & Jan  
Taylor) - Provides 
home communion,  new baby ministry,  
creates online Meal 
Train, sends grief support 
materials out after the 
death of a family 

member, coordinates ride-shares, makes 
hospital visits, coordinates the neighborhood 
ministry, as well as connecting those with 
known needs to the appropriate caregivers. 
 
 

 
Prayer Ministry (Nancy Perkins with 
Kerri Goers, & Myrna Farraj) - Uses  
prayer cards to share with the prayer 
team, which Kerri Goers divides up and 
shares among 
many in the group 
on a weekly basis. 
Nancy Perkins calls 
with the person who 

submitted the request in four weeks and 
often allows for caring listening. A  
subgroup of the larger Prayer Ministry 
team meets twice a month to pray.  
Individuals seeking prayer may also  

request contact 
with a Stephen 
Minister. Sympa-
thy and Get Well cards are sent from 
Deb Wretman. Nancy Prall and others 
compile a monthly listing of Bible  
verses for meditation titled, Quiet 
Times with God. The Lenten Prayer 
Project is organized by Keri Goers, 
inviting the congregation to take part in 
prayers for every individual in the con-
gregation. 

 
 
 

 

 

continued on next page 
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Cooperating with the Grieving Process: Grief Counselor to 

Speak at St. Andrew on August 24                    by Mary Beth Ross 

The process of acceptance of changes in life stages, limitations 
due to illness or aging, loss of companionship, as well as hopes 
or dreams, have a big impact on our lives over time. How can we 
work with the pain of grief in ways that minimize suffering? Griev-
ing is a normal, healthy response to any experience of  
significant loss. How to normalize and validate peoples' grief  
experience is the central issue of this work.  
 

Please join us, along with area Stephen Ministers, to gain insights 
from Chris Klug on Saturday morning August 24 from 10-11:30 
am in The Hub. Chris Klug is a grief counselor in private practice 
in Iowa City, an educator, consultant, and speaker. He has 22 
years of experience working with individuals, couples, and  
families following the death of a family member or friend. Chris 
Klug was a grief counselor at Iowa City Hospice from 1997 
through 2008 and currently serves as a consultant to the  
Palliative Care staff at the University of Iowa Hospitals and  
Clinics. He has also been teaching the course Understanding and 
Supporting Grieving Children and Teens through Grant Wood 
Area Education Agency. 

Chris Klug 

Prayer Shawl Ministry (Myrna Farraj) -  This group has knit 
over 120 shawls that have been taken to individuals in the  
congregation recovering from surgery and major illness or have 
lost a loved one. The Sewing for Others group also makes quilt 
packets, clothing for shipment to overseas missions, as well as 
"no sew fleece blanket kits" to be made by students hosted at 
days off school. 
 

 
Stephen Ministry (Ted Potter & Graham 
Dameron) - There are many trained Stephen 
Ministers in the congregation. Current  
Stephen Ministers have a few formal  
relationships and many more informal ones. 
Formal relationships are one-on-one,  
intentional, direct,  
confidential, and involve 

hourly weekly meetings. They are often 
loss, loneliness, or crisis related. Many of 
us use our training informally to support 
those who need it. 
 

Informal Visitation Teams (Sally 
Hartwig, Jan Taylor, & Joy Short) - 
Makes connections and visits to those 
homebound, in retirement communities 
and nursing 
homes. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Small Groups including music 
ministry, children’s ministries, 
and others (Becky Benson &  
Sarah Brakke) - There are many types of groups, including 
Bible study or book groups, music groups, etc. Some are long-
standing groups and others may form for a "group-mester." The 
group members often support each other in a variety of ways.  
Brochures describing small groups are on the document rack in 
the Atrium. 
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Cover Story 

Neighboring Continues through FAITHS             by Randy Hausler 

What do 25 junior high and high school students do during the 
long, hot days of summer? They join together as a group called 
FAITHS (Friends Acting In The Holy Spirit) and spend their 
mornings being good neighbors by doing service in our  

community! 

MONDAY: This summer our week 
kicked off with the group walking 
the ditches of Highway 6 (from 
Lowe's to Theisen's) picking up 
trash and beautifying that portion 
of the roadway. Eight large  
orange bags of trash was  
collected including license plates, 
bumpers, and everyone's  

favorite........Styrofoam! 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY: On Tuesday we were 
down at the Iowa City Streets 
Office to help maintain the  
parking islands at the Napoleon 
Park Softball Fields. Five years ago, FAITHS planted these  
islands with plants to attract the migrating Monarch butterfly  
population! Today these plants are large and mature but were 
being choked out by weeds. After a morning pulling weeds, eight 

of the sixteen islands were weeded! 

 

WEDNESDAY: We went back to 
the Iowa City Streets Office, only 
this time we were working with  
United Way. The Community  
Strategies program distributes 
reading packets to "at risk"  
elementary schools in Iowa City 
and Washington County. Every 
student, K - 2nd grade, in the  
identified schools receive a reading 
packet that includes a book and 
short activity related to the book. 
We colored activity sheets and as-
sembled the packets for the entire 
morning. FAITHS was able to as-
semble enough book packets to 

supply two classrooms. 
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THURSDAY: We were off and running outside 
again joining up with the Burr Oak Land Trust. 
After driving out to north Coralville, we arrived 
at the Muddy Creek property. Jason Taylor, the 
property Stewardship Specialist met us and 
gave us an overview of the Burr Oak Land 
Trust Mission, "to protect and conserve natural 
areas and to enrich and engage current and 
future generations." We spent the morning 

learning about and pulling wild garlic mustard! 

 

 

 

FRIDAY: Each year during FAITHS, Friday is one of our favorite days of the week! This year was no different. It is the day we plan, 
cook, and serve the "Grandparents’ Lunch". The students spent the morning cooking and preparing a lunch for church,  
community members, and family who are grandparent age. Hamburgers, hot dogs, and delicious salads and desserts were highlights  

- as well as the opportunity to build relationships with our grandparent friends! 

Building community one orange bag of highway trash, one beautiful parking island, one reading packet, one pulled garlic mustard 

weed, and one lunch with a grandparent at a time! It’s good to be a neighbor! 
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Mission, Outreach, & Service 

Supporting Mission Closer to Home: A Letter From PDA 

Dear Friends, 
 

In the book of Acts, the story of Pentecost tells of the amazing 
way the Holy Spirit pulled together a fragmented and frightened 
group of Jesus followers, resting on them and filling them with 
fresh ways to speak the good news of God’s love. The story’s 
told in a way that reminds believers of the old story of the tower 
of Babel in Genesis, where the unity and common purpose of 
humanity was shattered through pride, misunderstanding, and 
confusion. It was a disaster that shattered human community. I 
am thinking today how that old story unfolds again and again in 
the disaster we witness—tired and fearful refugees from South 
Sudan and Syria, the hard, ongoing work of recover after fires in 
the West, typhoons in South Africa, major hurricanes in Puerto 
Rico, Texas, the Carolinas, and Florida, and the fearful  
vulnerability of communities shattered by increasing incidents of 
mass gun violence, especially in American school. Yet, I am also 
filled with gratitude for the ways the new story of Pentecost is 
also unfolding, as good news is demonstrated, transcending 
differences of language, culture, and race, through gifts, prayers, 
and volunteer hours of so many in the Presbyterian family. By 
your generous gift to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, you have 

spoken the language of love in a tangible, 
impactful way, offering a gift that helps to 
bring renewed hope and joy to those  
individuals and communities suffering 
from disaster and its aftermath. On behalf 
of them, we thank you. I rejoice in the PC
(USA)’s partnership with disciples like 
you, who, along with our ancestors in the early church, gave 
when asked and served with compassion and faithfulness. 
Please know that your gift of $1,000 on June 3, 2019 to 
DR000191 Disaster Relief — US Flooding Iowa, Nebraska, 
North & South Dakota blesses those who walk the hard road 
toward recovery, letting them know they are not alone, helping 
them to find hope in the midst of chaos, and making real the 
promise of Pentecost — the tangible  demonstration of the 
“mighty acts of God” in healing and restoration...in the language 

each one needs most to hear. 
 

In Christ’s peace, 

The Rev. Dr. Laurie A. Kraus, Director 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Presbyterians are part of a  
remarkable tradition. The PC
(USA)'s four church-wide Special 
Offerings help share Christ's love 
with millions of people around the 
world: One Great Hour of Sharing, 
Pentecost Offering, Christmas Joy 
Offering, and the Peace and Global 

Witness Offering.  

A gift to the Peace & Global  
Witness Offering enables the 

church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems 
of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual  
congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this  
offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. 
Mid-councils retain 25% for ministries of peace and  
reconciliation, and 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of  
violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of 
education and Christian witness like the reconciliation work in 
South Sudan, international advocacy at the UN, or a peace 
camp for kids in New Jersey. St. Andrew will take up the 
Peace and Global Witness offering on Sunday, October 6, 
which is World Communion Sunday. 

Peace & Global Witness  Mission Co-Workers 
St Andrew has been in long-term  
mission relationship with Bernie and 
Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta in  
Yogyakarta, Indonesia since their first 
visit with us nearly seven years ago, 
sponsored through our denomination’s 
International Peacemaker program. 
They are cherished and trusted  
members of their community where 
their home serves as a gathering place 
within their predominately Muslim  

community. Among the many ways that they serve Christ, they 
teach at the Duta Wacana Christian University, where Farsijana 
teaches in the Master of Management in Social  
Entrepreneurship program. She also works with the Center for 
Development and Transformation in the Faculty of Business 
and is the founder and director of the House of Authentic Sense 
(HAS), a community-based cooperative comprised of women 
village entrepreneurs from throughout the province of  
Yogyakarta. Farsijana requested our prayerful consideration of 
providing financial assistance for these efforts during their visit 
with us in July of last year. St. Andrew is privileged to have 
shared in this mission through prayer and contribution of  
supporting funds and recently received a nice thank you letter 

from the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 
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Our Church Finances: In Numbers……...…...And In Words 

Every per capita dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by freeing up 
funds for Mission, Outreach, and Service (MOS) to distribute. The rate for 2019 is $38. 
—MOS Team 

Per Capita 
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Our Church Family 

For nearly a generation, the Rev. 
Kyle Otterbein has played such an 
essential utility role in the life of 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church. 
He has visited the sick, exhorted 
from the pulpit, assembled IKEA 
furniture, batted softballs, planted 
new small groups, cried at  
funerals, toasted at weddings, 
enkindled hospitality, galvanized 
fellowship, and taught some of the 
highest-quality confirmation  

classes in the PC(USA). 

Please join with the Session this month as we celebrate Kyle’s 
20th anniversary as St. Andrew’s pastoral utility player. We will 
have coffee, cake, and historic photos available between  

worship services on Sunday, August 25. 

Celebrating 20 Years of Shared Ministry with Pastor Kyle  
                                                    by Jeff Charis-Carlson & Kathy Duys 

If you search online for suggestions 
about what makes a good “associate 
pastor,” you won’t find a lot of specific 
lists. Even within the PC(USA)  
denomination, the role of each “associate 
pastor” proves to be as unique as the 

congregations in which he or she serves. 

That’s because, as the church 
search firm Vanderbloemen 
has explained, associate  
pastors often function as 
“‘utility players’ — the staff 
members who tend to wear a 
number of hats and carry a 
variety of responsibilities to 

make the ministry happen.” 

And over the 
past decade, 
Pastor Kyle also 
has been the 
glue to help hold 
St. Andrew  
together during 
the transition 
periods between 
two installed 
head pastors 
and two interim 
pastors. Throughout his many and evolving duties, he has been 
an exemplar for how associate pastors cultivate their  

congregation’s life and spirit. 
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Administration/Leadership 

Pastors   

  Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” de Beer, Interim Pastor  ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org 

       Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor  kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Rev. Mark Martin, Pastor Emeritus  pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Office 
  John Benson, Finance Administrator       finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.  sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org 
 

 

 
 

Children, Youth, & Families 
  Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries  rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries  hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

  
 

Music 
  Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries  mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min.   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Director  lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Director  nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

Connection Card Quote 

 

I appreciate all the art 

exhibits — very inspiring 

and impressive. Thank 

you to all the artists! 
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