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6|Resting in God

St. Andrew Happenings
Smile! Click! August 5th!

All-Church Grill Out

Jim and Wanda Halverson
have, again, graciously offered
to take photos for the St.
Andrew InDirectory. They will
be available in the MultiPurpose Room (MPR) on
Sunday, August 5, from 9:30
am - 11:00 am. If you have not
had your photo taken for the
InDirectory, or you would like to have an updated photo taken,
here’s your chance. We would especially appreciate newly
elected officers (Elders and Deacons) to get their photos
taken. Thank you!

Adventureland on August 6

Mental Health Initiatives

The last Monday/Funday of the summer is a trip to Adventureland
on August 6! The release form can be found on our website at
saintandrew-ic.org/serve-grow/youth-ministries. Questions?
Contact Randy Hausler at rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org.

August St. Andrew Meet-Ups
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Connections
Three Ways for Women to Connect
Ecumenical Women’s Bible Study

Women’s Tuesday Morning Group

The Ecumenical Women's Bible Study invites women of all
faiths to join us as we begin our fall semester on
Wednesday, September 5, 2018. Lessons Learned from
The Women of the Old Testament by Trudy Ries and Karen
Scotti will be our study guide. The Bible study meets on
Wednesday mornings 9:15-11:00 at St. Andrew. Park and
enter on the lower level. Come enrich your faith with the
fellowship, learning, and group discussions of lessons with
other Christian women! Invite a friend and join us! For
further information contact: Robbie Donahue at
319/626.3774 + rjd52317@aol.com or Ginni Gibson
319/337.3809 + kgibson07@aol.com.

We invite you to join the Women’s Tuesday Morning Group that
meets only once a month on the second Tuesday at 9:15 am in
the St. Andrew Atrium. On August 14 Annette deBeer will be
sharing with us about life in South Africa. Starting in September
we will be focusing a part of our time each month on Richard
Rohr’s Everything Belongs: The Gift of Contemplative
Prayer. For more information contact Dedi Walker
(dedi.walker@gmail.com), Bev Witwer (bevwitwer@gmail.com),
Myrna Farraj (jamfarraj@me.com) or just come on Tuesday,
August 14. We’d love to see you!

Sweet Saturdays of Summer
Have you ever wondered how to get to know some women from St. Andrew? On August 4 at 8:00 am, a small group of women will
meet in the church’s lovely Atrium to enjoy a “Sweet Saturday”. In fellowship together, we will share some coffee and breakfast treats
along with a devotional time with God. No advance notice is required, so drop in if you can. If you have questions, contact LeAnn
Otterbein at leann.otterbein@gmail.com or Annie Potter at potterbeat@gmail.com.

Connection Card Quotes

Praise be to God for
the joyful message
today and the
encouragement for
reconciliation!

Appreciated adult ed class
today on JC Superstar led by
Jeff Charis-Carlson. Liked
Bernie’s message.

In between churches
as a United Methodist
Pastor. Good to
worship at SAPC.

We like and
appreciate the
positive!

Love with wide
open hearts in
Christ!

We both appreciate and
often comment on the
great job Heather does
with the children!

Wonderful,
thoughtful
sermon!

Focus on good news:
Need to do this far
more than a week—
need to do always.

Connecting with the Session: Documents Online
St. Andrew's Session generally meets at 7:00 pm on the third Thursday of most months. The remaining dates for 2018 are:
August 23, September 20, October 18, November 29, and December 20. To look at the minutes from any Session meeting,
follow this link (http://saintandrew-ic.org/about/session) to our website and scroll to the bottom of the page.
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Mission, Outreach, & Service (MOS)
My Take-Aways from Guatemala
Many people outside of St. Andrew have asked me why I want to
go on mission trips. The reason is so easy for me to feel and yet
so difficult to explain. I have struggled many times to find the
best way to express that feeling, especially to someone who has
not experienced the reward of going
somewhere with the express goal of
helping anyone in any way you can. I
always seem to fall back on explaining
how thankful and thoughtful the people
are that we help.
In Guatemala it was the Mendoza family,
Catarina the mom; Maria the grandma;
Nicolas (Nico) the son; Sefora the baby
girl; Guillerm the dad; and Lucas his
brother. They were always smiling, never
a raised voice, except when they were
shooing the dog away, and were always thanking us. It is really
true that you don’t feel like they should be thanking you, you feel
like you should be thanking them. Seeing how hard they have to
work each day just to get by, I was immediately embarrassed
about the last 500 complaints I made regarding my daily

by Terry Robinson

existence. Our job (Dave, Amy, and Emily Nicholson, and
Jessica and I) was to build them a house. The finished product is
12’ X 18’ with one window and one door, including the luxury, as
far as grandma was concerned, of a poured concrete floor
instead of dirt. Hardly a house by our
standards but to them it was great. When I
returned this year, imagine my shock to
see not one, but two room extensions the
same size and a front porch. Everyone
was healthy, Sefora is no longer a baby
and very shy, and Nico, who is of course
now an expert soccer player, has grown
considerably even by Guatemalan
standards. Knowing that they are doing
well and even flourishing by their measure
is a great feeling. They were again all
smiles, and, as always in Guatemala, very ready to hug
everyone. It may sound cliché, but there is no doubt that we
always receive more than we give when we endeavor to help
with no strings attached. If you have been on the fence about a
St. Andrew mission trip, go ahead step out of your comfort zone.
You will be rewarded tenfold.

Iowa City MobilePack August Envelope Challenge
We hope you have heard the news that the MobilePack is on for September 28 & 29 and will be held at St. Andrew! We are ecstatic
to be able to utilize this SUPER new space God has us in. We will be packing 116,640 meals at this year’s event, with 540 friends
from the surrounding communities as far away as Gilmore City. At this year’s event, we will pass a significant milestone… over 1
MILLION meals packed since we began in 2013. We are truly saving lives with each meal we pack!
St. Andrew has been such a significant part of the success of this event. We would not be where we are today without the servant
heart that is woven into the souls of our church family. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
Fundraising is a component of a successful event and this year we’ll need $25,890 to cover the cost of the meals we are packing.
MOS has generously donated $2190, which represents feeding a small orphanage for a year. We want the congregation to match
this donation through the Envelope Challenge!
A display and baskets with numbered envelopes will be located in the Atrium during the month of August. Inside each envelope is an
amount ranging from $22 to $100. We just need willing participants to roll the GIANT FOAM DICE (maybe not GIANT) and take the
envelope labeled with the number you roll. Write a check for the amount you draw, seal in the envelope and turn into the offering
plate, church office drop box, or mail to our PO Box, which is
addressed on the outside of each envelope. Ready, set, roll!
We can’t wait to use our new SAPC home to pack meals for
others, together!
Your 2018 Planning Team,
Janice Baldes, Cindy Vonderhaar, Rebecca Schuchert,
Marnie Vonderhaar, Makenna Vonderhaar, & Rylie Baldes

icmobilepack.org
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MOS continued
All the Parallels!
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit
who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.
Romans 8:1-2
In this past month, Andrew has passed his evaluations with the
Papua New Guinea government to be eligible to take over
the maintenance manager position at aviation. He is
now finished with his training and is
operating in his new role. Andrew is so capable
and desires to do his best in every position
that he holds, so I have no doubt that he will
serve well. In light of his workload at this
time, you are stuck with more ruminations
from myself.
On June 25th my parents celebrated 40
years of marriage. They have always
been a great influence and example of a
Godly marriage in our lives. I am proud of
them and grateful for God’s grace in their
marriage. On the same day in June,
Andrew and I celebrated 12 years of
marriage. I am also very grateful for God’s
grace in our marriage. As we continue to
pursue each other through this life, I am
reminded of God’s pursuit of us, of His
overwhelming passion for us, which would
cause Him to sacrifice His own son in order to
draw us back to Himself. I often feel that the things
we experience on earth are a dim reflection of that for
which we have been created. Our relationships with
people are practice for the ultimate relationship with The One
True God. As we seek to relate well to one another, He is also
continuing a work in us to relate more and more perfectly with
Himself.

by Andrew & Elizabeth Roberts
possess. We are excited to have a party and eat food together
because we are free to do so. How wonderful that we are free to
experience joy in our hearts, to choose to love, to choose to
obey, to choose to give glory to the only One who is truly worthy
of glory, because of He who died to give us freedom from sin,
and strangely enough, freedom to die to ourselves so that we
can live the better life that He intended for us: a life of
chosen joy.
Our oldest, Reni, turns 10 years old one week
from today. We are shocked to find ourselves
in possession of a child in the double digits.
We continually pray for grace in the raising
of our children, but especially with this
oldest one as she continues to venture
further and further into the unknown of
the parenting realm. For her birthday
we plan to have sword making and
sword fighting as we watch The
Princess Bride. (More redemption
parallels about choosing evil for
ourselves when what God has for us is
so good.) We are blessed to have a
child who is such a strange mixture of
both of us and a quirky self all her own.
She is constantly showing us ourselves and
in what ways God is seeking to grow us and
make us more like Himself.
May you all be blessed as you celebrate freedom
and summertime. (We are freezing over here, not
literally, but it sure feels that way once you get
acclimated to the tropics.) May we all be aware of God’s endless
pursuit of relationship with us, and may we respond for His glory.

Today is Independence Day in the United States. Americans,
and anyone who will join us, gather together here and celebrate
the freedom that our forebearers fought and died to allow us to

The Roberts Family is serving in Papua New Guinea
doing Bible translation and is one of St. Andrew’s
many mission partners in the world.

Paying Your Per Capita Helps
Mission—Thank You!
We want to thank all of you who contributed your $37 in per capita to provide funding for
mission. Every dollar paid directly supports the mission of the church by giving additional
budget dollars for MOS to distribute.
Sincerely,
The MOS Team

Synod
15%
General
Assembly
20%

Presbytery
of
East Iowa
65%

Percentage breakdown of per capita.
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Cover Story
Resting in God

by Sarah Dyck

St. Andrew has only been in the new building for seven months.
Can you believe it? So much has happened in those seven
months: completion of the punch list, the almost complete
installation of the organ, weeks of worship services, weddings,
funerals, fellowship events, Boy Scout and Girl Scout meetings,
Stephen Ministry continuing education sessions, prayer ministry
meetings, retreats, Sunday School, youth group, Vacation Bible
School, F.A.I.T.H.S., meet-ups, visits from mission co-workers,
a trip to Guatemala, choir rehearsals, a children’s musical,
Mental Health Initiatives (MHI) meetings, receiving a senior
interim pastor, baptisms, confirmations, a trip
to Stronghold and Pittsburgh,
*spark*, Bible studies, prayer
shawl knitting, sewing
clothing for others, session
and deacon meetings,
cooked casseroles
and volunteering for
the Free Lunch
Program, the
installation of a new
garden that is
already producing
food for the Crisis
Center, etc.
Look at that list! All in seven
months. And August is already
packed with back-to-school
activities, a cook-out, and more
meet-ups. This doesn’t even cover the full
weekend in October when we have our home-coming activities
along with the building dedication.
As this is being written, it is nearing the end of July. The middle
of summer. That time of lazy days, lawn chairs, lemonade,
vacations, sleeping in, lounging by a pool, and hammocks
between trees. All of these summer images have a common
element. They all involve some element of rest. And we are
designed for rest. As we know too well, our bodies cannot
function 24/7 without it taking a toll on us.
God designed us not only for physical and mental rest, he
designed us to rest in him--that profound peace that can only be
found in trusting God and obeying him. (Hebrews 3 & 4). We’re

told in the passages from Hebrews that resting in God is how
we understand God’s purposes for our lives and God’s plans.
The writer of Hebrews explains that God was a bit upset that the
Children of Israel, who had been led out of Egypt by Moses, did
not take the time to wait, trust what God was doing, or trust
where God was taking them. They didn’t rest in him.
Consequently, he allowed them to follow their own paths which
kept them busy and overwhelmed in the wilderness for over a
generation. Many did not get to the promised land. Why?
Because they wouldn’t rest in God, or trust what he was doing.
Instead, they tried to make things work out of
their own understanding.
God is doing amazing things at
140 Gathering Place Lane
and through the people
who are St. Andrew.
Many of the activities
are very likely part of
God’s plans. But just
as the Children of
Israel were a people
on the move at God’s
prompting, so is St.
Andrew. Summer is a
wonderful opportunity to
take time to slow down and
rest…physically, mentally, and
spiritually.
There is a very famous quote from scripture that
we saw on a gazillion graduation cards just a couple months
ago that applies to all of us who are in Christ. God reminds us in
Jeremiah 29:11-13, “For surely I know the plans I have for you,”
says the Lord, “plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come
and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you
will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find
me, says the Lord….”
As the summer begins to wind down, it is my prayer that we all
take advantage of the kind of rest that allows us to find God’s
voice comforting us and guiding us.
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Caring Ministries
Walking with a Stephen Minister

by Mary Beth Ross

People are sometimes in need of a distinctly Christian caregiver during a season of adjustment, loss, or illness and would welcome a
Stephen Minister to walk with them during that journey. As an illustration of the process of walking with a Stephen Minister through a
major life adjustment, Amity Haugk, co-director of Stephen Ministries International, shared this interview. “Megan,” a woman in her
early 30’s, tells her story about receiving care from a Stephen Minister.

I Began to Feel God’s Love Again
Amity: What led you to receive the care of a Stephen Minister?
Megan: It all began soon after I moved to [a new city] to live near my family. I had just ended
an eight-year relationship and was depending on them to be my support system. But a few
months after I arrived, they unexpectedly had to move away—so I felt very, very alone. Not
long after they moved, my grandfather passed away. It was one of the hardest times of my
life. I knew I needed to talk to someone, but I hadn’t lived in the city long enough to develop
close, comfortable friendships that I could depend on. But my new church had Stephen
Ministry. When I found out what Stephen Ministry was, I talked to my pastor about getting a
Stephen Minister.
Amity: How did your relationship with your Stephen Minister start out?
Megan: It started off a little bit slow. I wasn’t sure how I’d feel about sharing deep, personal
things with someone I didn’t know very well. But her consistency, compassion, and care for me
really came through. I realized that my Stephen Minister was a safe person who wasn’t going
to share what I told her with anyone else. From there we developed a deep relationship until I
felt like I could truly share anything with her.
Amity: What was it like to meet with your Stephen Minister?
Megan: We met weekly. Sometimes she’d come to my house and we’d sit and talk, and other
times we’d go walking together. During our visits, she just let me talk while she listened. As I was
talking through things, I realized that it was helping me to make sense of everything that had
happened and how I was feeling. She accepted my feelings, including the ones that seemed
risky to share—and that was really helpful. I actually didn’t need advice from her—I needed
acceptance and affirmation. I had a lot of loneliness, a lot of hurts, a lot of uncertainty inside. I
needed to be validated and not put down. My Stephen Minister did a
wonderful job of creating a warm, caring space for me to process my
emotions and work through my issues.

If you, or someone you know, are dealing with some type of crisis or difficulty in life, meeting with a Stephen Minister might help.
Contact the St. Andrew Stephen Minister referral coordinator for:
Men: Graham Dameron at graham3076@gmail.com or 319/337.9270
Women: Mary Beth Ross at iawoodsunrise@gmail.com or 319/338.0082

SAVE THE DATE: The congregation is invited to the morning sessions of the Stephen

Ministry Retreat on August 18 from 10:00 to 11:30 am where Pastor Danie will present information
on systems theory as it relates to congregations, and Pastor Kyle will present information on systems
theory as it relates to marriage and family.
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Coming Home
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Financials
Our Church Finances: In Numbers……………...And In Words
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Children’s + Family Ministry

(cont. page 12)

August Special Events

We’ll have hot dogs and chips for a quick supper, and plenty
more for everyone in preschool through grad school, plus the
adults in their lives! It’s an open house, so stop by whenever it’s
convenient. We’ll have lots of goodies to take home, including first
-day-of-school treats for students and parents, free stuff for
students of all ages, photo opportunities, prayers for the school
year, and parenting tips for this season in a child’s life. Plus: Bring
a backpack and we’ll offer a blessing! Stop by and celebrate
School Year’s Eve. It’s all free, casual, and fun. Bring a friend—or
the whole neighborhood!

Parents may drop off infants through 6th graders for supper,
games, a service project, activities, and other fun! There is no
set fee, but we will accept donations for the Feed My Starving
Children Mobile Pack to be held at St. Andrew September 28-29.
Older students may attend as volunteer helpers. Advance
registration is requested so we can plan for food and ageappropriate activities. Registration forms are available at the
kiosk in the Atrium and by clicking the scrolling image at
www.saintandrew-ic.org.

Families do not have to be members of St. Andrew to participate in School Year’s Eve or
Parents Night Out. For more information, talk to Heather, call the church office 319/338.7523, or
email her at hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.

Want To Meet Some Awesome Kids? Be a Shepherd!
We have opportunities for adults to help with ongoing or one-time
events. These roles, called Shepherds, will be similar to room
parents in elementary school—folks who can offer an extra set of
eyes, ears, and hands to help out with smaller tasks so leaders
can focus on the lesson or rehearsal. Here are some areas
where Shepherds can serve:
Music Ministry (Shepherds will greet kids, take attendance,
distribute handouts, and help with basic needs during rehearsals)

Agape Singers (7-12 grade vocal, 6 to 7 pm Tuesdays)

Jubilate Ringers (7-12 grade handbells, 7 to 8 pm Tuesdays)

Laudate Ringers (9 grade-adults handbells, 7 to 8 pm
Tuesdays)

Choristers (3-6 grade vocal, 6 to 7 pm Wednesdays)

Alpha Ringers ((3-6 grade handbells, 7 to 7:45 pm
Wednesdays)

Sunday School (preschool-6th grade, 9:45 am Sunday)
Contact Matthew Penning | mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org

Children’s Ministry

School Year’s Eve: Help coordinate this special event on
August 22 (5 pm)

Operation Christmas Child/The Shoebox Project: Help
coordinate the Packing Party on November 1 (6 pm)

Christmas pageant: Help at Sunday School in the weeks
leading up to the December 9 pageant.

Party Planner: Help coordinate the children’s Christmas
party in December.

Children’s Musical: Help at rehearsals in the weeks leading
up to the March 31 presentation.

Nursery: Coordinate appreciation gifts for nursery caregivers
(college students) several times during the year.

Group leader: Help supervise children when Sunday School
teachers attend in-service gatherings on November 25,
January 6, and March 31 (9:45 am)
Contact Heather Woodin | hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
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Music Ministry
Let All the World in Every Corner Sing
(and ring and play an instrument)!
The St. Andrew Music Ministry is gearing up for Fall! We will soon be returning to the familiar rhythms
of gathering together to make music and grow in our discipleship (with a few pleasant surprises
thrown in!). Keep watching for information on how you can participate. You don’t want to miss out!

Mondays | Rehearsals begin Monday, September 10
6:15 – 7:00 Woodwind Ensemble (Jr. High – Adult)
7:00 – 7:45 Brass Ensemble (Jr. High – Adult)
Tuesdays | Rehearsals begin Tuesday, September 11
6:00 – 7:00 Agape Singers (Jr. High – Sr. High vocal)
7:00 – 8:00 Laudate Ringers (Sr. High- Adult) & Jubilate Ringers (Jr. High/Sr. High)
Wednesdays | Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 12
6:00 – 7:00 Cantate Choristers (Grades 3-6 vocal)
6:00 – 7:00 Resound! handbells (adults)
7:00 – 8:30 Logos Choir (Adult vocal)
7:00 – 7:45 Alpha Ringers (Grades 3-6 handbells)

St. Andrew Music Ministry

Sundays | beginning September 16
9:45 – 10:45 am (during Sunday School) Grace Notes (K-2 music)
The full 2018-2019 Music in Worship calendar is available on our website, www.saintandrew-ic.org/music
Watch for sign-ups coming this month! It’s going to be a great year!
Our purpose:
To equip the Body of Christ for lives of worship and the sharing of the gospel through music.

Why should you join a church music group?
1. We teach you to sing (and ring and skillfully play instruments). Children who cannot yet follow a melody or adults and youth who
have trouble navigating a piece of music CAN learn to – if they regularly attend rehearsals. Those who can sing or read music
will learn additional skills that will stay with them throughout their lives.
2. We train all ages to be worship leaders. Many who feel their presence in a music ensemble is important to God, the church, and
their families, continue to center their lives in worship long after their early choir experiences are over. We are building the
church and musical leaders of tomorrow.
3. We enhance your Christian discipleship. Scripture, praise, and prayer that are set to music last a lifetime.
4. We offer the opportunity for all ages to learn first-hand about serving God with their time and talent.
5. Everyone is busy these days, but those who set aside time for music reap later rewards.
6. Singing and playing in front of others builds confidence that transfers to all areas of life.
7. There is no cost! Because the congregation sees this as an important part of our faith life, we are supported with resources to
equip us for lives of worship and the sharing of the gospel through music.
Source: Linda Mitchell (adapted)
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
New to the Music Ministry? Feel free to contact Matthew, mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org or Lee, lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org with
any questions you may have. If you have not already been receiving emails via MailChimp, please follow this link to sign-up for your
level of interest: http://eepurl.com/cZQQWP
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Staff

Sunday School Leaders

Pastors
Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” deBeer, Interim Pastor
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor
Rev. Mark Martin, Pastor Emeritus

ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org
kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
pastormwm@gmail.com

Office
John Benson, Finance Administrator
Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.

finance@saintandrew-ic.org
sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org

Children, Youth, & Families
Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries
Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s
& Family Ministries

rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org

Music
Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries
mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org
Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min. lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org

We offer Sunday School classes for 2-year-olds through high
school students, and we are now seeking leaders who have a
heart for ministry—and kids! All of our classes have a team of
leaders, so there’s a role for everyone, whether your gift is leading
or helping out in the background. Here’s how we group our
students: 2 & 3-year olds; 4 & 5-year olds; Kindergarten-2nd
grade; 3rd & 4th grade; 5th & 6th grade; 7th grade; 8th grade; high
school.
No previous experience is necessary, and you don’t need special
skills—just a heart to serve and connect with students. Leaders do
not have to be here every Sunday. Because we have teams of
leaders, it’s easy to cover for each other. For more information,
talk to Heather about preschool-6th grade, and Pastor Kyle about
7th-12th grade.

Important Dates
September 9: Sunday School Open House at 9:45 am.
September 13: *spark* begins at 4:00 pm.
September 16: Sunday School classes begin at 9:45 am.

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the
Messenger electronically, please email the church
office. Allow one week to process your request.
Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love
and serving as Christ served.

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246
www.saintandrew-ic.org
office@saintandrew-ic.org
319/338.7523
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