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But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you 

lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God.” Ruth 1:16  

These words of such poetry in the book of Ruth illustrate for us the greatness that can come from steadfast loyalty, 

love, and most of all, faithfulness. Ruth is faced with tremendous challenges and hardships—widowhood without 

close family and an uncertain future. Naomi, her mother-in-law, begs Ruth to return to her home, but she instead 

chooses the more difficult journey by staying with Naomi. Ruth selflessly supports her mother-in-law, regardless of 

how hard it will be. Naomi was now Ruth’s only mother, and Naomi’s God now Ruth’s God. 

We are often faced with our own trials and misfortune which can cause us to question our own faith. At these times 

we would do well to remember those beautiful words Ruth offered Naomi and how she put her trust and faith in God, 

in spite of the profound uncertainty of the time. As Christians, we must also be faithful to one another—saying 

“Where you go, I will go…your people shall be my people, and your God my God.” Through this devotion, friendship, 

and support, we can help each other in the difficult times to remember God’s hope and promise. 

What becomes of Ruth’s loyalty and faith? Ruth becomes the great-grandmother of King David the direct relative of 

Jesus. In our own faithfulness we, too, can come to realize that all things are possible through God. 

Dear God, thank you for giving us in Ruth such an exemplar of love and faith to look toward during our own times of 

trial on this journey. Help us to trust in you and be an encouragement to others as Ruth was to Naomi. Amen. 

 


