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Dear Ones,
The month of April is on its way, and once more we stand on the cusp of Holy Week and Easter.
After 35 years in ministry, I have come to see that it is far easier for us to recount the Easter story than it is for 
us to really respond to it! 
As Christians, we have long been taught to cope with sorrow, to bear up under pressure, and to endure life’s 
trials and tribulations. But Jesus’ message also calls us to joy and exultation, to praise and renewal, to a loss 
of fear and a full embrace of new life. And that message is confirmed by God’s resurrective act of grace, 
which throws open every darkened tomb and every grief-filled grave we would try to fabricate or construct.
The Easter story asks us, “Where are we entombed? Where have we laid ourselves away?” 
 • Maybe we are trapped in a tomb of deep pain and dark loneliness because we don’t believe that anyone 
can like us, love us, or care about who we really are.
 • Maybe we are locked away in a tomb of self-hate and fear because we can’t be open and honest about 
our deepest doubts and our darkest fears.
 • Maybe we are hidden away in a tomb of insecurity or self-doubt because we can’t believe and trust the 
gifts and graces God has given us to use in productive and not destructive ways.
 • Maybe we are bound up in a tomb of depression and guilt because a marriage has failed, because a 
meaningful relationship has fallen apart, or because we have kept a secret we thought we could never 
share with anyone else.
 • Maybe we are sealed up in a tomb of cynicism because we can’t believe we can 
change the destructive paths of our government’s leaders or alter the world’s 
raging and warring madness.
But if we are willing to believe, as Jesus’ first followers believed, that the life of 
Jesus is a reflection of what we can divinely become, then the Easter Story shows 
us how we, too, can find the strength to leave the darkness of whatever binds us 
so tightly and holds us so strongly.
The Easter Story reminds us how each and every one of us, by embracing Christ’s 
resurrective Spirit, can come alive in a new way. It calls us to believe that even in 
the face of a brutal death at the hands of the Powers-That-Be, Jesus’ love, grace, 
and peace manifests itself resurrectively in all who follow on his way. 
If that sounds ludicrous to you, it is only because God’s grace is found most fully in 
the realm of the ridiculous. The hidden places inside us—where we feel are the 
darkest and the most unlovable—are the very places that the resurrective spirit of 
Jesus first embraces.
Don’t forget how during his life, Jesus dined with those who were outcast and 
despised. And in his resurrective Spirit, Jesus also dines with the outcast and the 
despised part within each one of us—calling us to arise and to awaken to a new 
life, freed from the restrictive grave-clothes of fear and failure, hate and hurt, pride 
and pain!
So this Easter, take a moment and look around you at all of the people who cross 
your path: family members, partners, close friends, and companions on the way. 
You did not choose these folks, yet they are the very ones to whom you are to go 
to have your tombstones rolled away and your grave-cloths untied and cast aside.
Tombs are meant only to hold the dead, but the freeing act of resurrection 
happens in the care and context of Christ’s radical community—among a body 
of Easter people who believe that tombs can in fact be vacated and left empty! 
A Blessed Easter to All!

Pastor Rob 
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“In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind.” John 1:4 

I bought an orchid last year. 

The flowers were a beautiful fuchsia and lasted 
for over a month. I named the plant Fred (short 
for Fredrica). 

My dad has a passion for orchids. His always 
look lovely, so I thought I should try to keep one 
alive past one season.

My dad gave me very specific instructions: water 
it 1⁄4 cup every week. He waters his orchids on 
Tuesdays, and I began to do the same. 

In time, the blooms began to wither and drop. I 
waited a month after the blooms dried and fell 
from the stalk before I trimmed back the 
browning shoots. 

About a month ago, I noticed a small green stem 
growing from the base of the leaves. It looked 
promising, smooth and bright green, not gnarled 
like the roots twined around the base of the 
plant. 

The stem has grown and split into two branches, 
one of which has five flower buds growing on it. 

Everyday as I sit at my desk, I look at Fred and see how much she has changed over the last day or two—how 
much she is growing. 

She is a delight to observe.

The incremental changes that occur each day—the lengthening of the branches, the enlargement of the buds, 
the start of new buds—never cease to amaze.

Spring strikes me as the time of growth, of new life, of emerging shoots and blooms. Things come to life as the 
days grow longer and they are exposed to more sun, more light. 

Sometimes I think I am a bit like my orchid, Fred—nourished by sun and water, sometimes in full bloom and 
other times is in need of a trim. 

I wonder if God watches the small changes and says, “Oh, look, Kerri is growing just a bit there! How exciting!” 

I hope God says that. I hope he watches for change. I hope he continues to believe I have possibility, potential. 
I positioned my orchid right in front of the window, the perfect spot for lighting. 

I can position myself close to the light of Christ: among my church community, in prayer for those around me, in 
service for those in need, in the nature he created. 

John 1:4 says that God’s light brings life. I can pray that God shows me the light, that he lets it shine into those 
areas of my life that could use a bit of growth.

What are the areas in your life that could use a bit of light? A bit of growth? How can you position yourself to 
receive the light of Christ? Can you shine that light into someone else’s life this month?

— Kerri Goers, St. Andrew Prayer Team

3EMBRACING SPRING AS A TIME OF PRAYER & EMERGING BLOOMS

St. Andrew’s Prayer Team has passed the halfway point for its annual Lenten Prayer Project, in 
which the team and additional volunteers contact all members of the St. Andrew community to 
touch base and pray for everyone individually. 

In the painting, Rabbouni!, the Rev. T. Denise Anderson attempts 
“to convey the grief, befuddlement, and ultimate realization” that 
she imagines Mary experienced in her first encounter with the risen 
Jesus. “She is profoundly seen and known by her teacher. I want 
us to behold her the way that Jesus might have in that moment.”

The Rev. W. Robert Martin III
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
140 Gathering Place Lane

Iowa City, IA 52246

Email: rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 650-283-0167
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4ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH FINANCES IN WORDS AND IN NUMBERS

— John Benson, finance administrator

PURCHASING ADDITIONAL PEWS FOR ST. ANDEW’S SANCTUARY 5
St. Andrew’s 9:30 a.m. service on 
Sunday mornings has been working 
extremely well in terms of unifying the 
congregation and in terms of creating 
sufficient time, space, and energy for 
the education hour and other activities 
after the worship service. It’s exciting 
how long people are staying in the 
building after the service is done—
whether because of Sunday School 
and Adult Ed or just to chat over 
coffee and snacks.
As such, the Worship Team has 
recommended continuing to schedule 
a 9:30 a.m. service (with Easter 
Sunday being an exception) and 
asked Session for permission to 
increase the permanent seating 
available in the Sanctuary—a task 
that has been on the church’s to-do 
list since St. Andrew first moved into 
140 Gathering Place Lane.
With Session's blessing, the Worship 
Team took a fresh look at the seating 
design provided by the makers of our 
current pew chairs and started 
accounting for several variables:
• Carving out space for our current 
center aisle (at least 6 feet) and two 
additional aisles of the same width. 
• Leaving the rows of pew chairs 
spaced as they currently are (40 
inches apart). Doubling the number of single chairs with arms (the seating many of our members who have mobility issues say they 
prefer). 
• Keeping costs down by not adding any additional double benches. 
The Worship Team proposed adding 99 more seats in the Sanctuary (6 single chairs and 31 triple benches), which will bring our 
total seating capacity up from the current 253 to 352. For those Sunday services or future special events in which we need 
additional seating, the gray chairs would allow us to bring our capacity to well over 400. (Any more than that on a regular basis, and 
we start having parking problems.)
The cost for purchasing 6 singles and 31 triples is $31,350, with 30 percent due upon ordering. After we received enough pledges to 
cover that initial 30 percent, the Worship Team placed an order for the new pew chairs and benches, which will be delivered in July 
or August—just in time for the start of school year. 
Over the next few months, we will be raising funds to cover the remaining costs for the chairs and benches.
If you would like to pledge toward the purchase of additional seats, visit https://bit.ly/sapc-pew-pledge. (Or, simply send an email 
to office@saintandrew-ic.org.)
If you are ready to make a donation, visit https://bit.ly/sapc-give, and type “pew chair purchase” in the Note line. (You also can 
submit a check to the church office and write “pew purchase” on the memo line.) 
For more information, visit https://bit.ly/sapc-more-pew-chairs.
— Jeff Charis-Carlson, director of communications and media ministries

St. Andrew has ordered 6 more pew chairs and 31 more pew benches to increase the amount of 
permanent seating in the Sanctuary. The new pews will arrive in July or August, in time for the start 
of the 2023-24 program year. For more information, visit https://bit.ly/sapc-more-pew-chairs.
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MEN’S RETREAT 2023: SPIRITUALITY BUILT TO LAST

More than three dozen members of the St. Andrew community gathered on March 4 for the 2023 Men’s Retreat. Guest speaker Dan Voigt led 
everyone in a passionate discussion of what he called “a relentless pursuit toward a more honest faith.”

76
As we enter this Easter season, I’m going to shock 
everyone by not making a cartoon reference. Instead, 
for this month, I’ll stick to my wheelhouse: Children’s 
Literature.

This Easter, during the Time for Young Disciples, I’m 
excited to share a story that I read each Easter 
growing up:The Tale of the Three Trees. In addition to 
the Lenten and Holy Week theme, it serves as a great 
story for explaining where our ministry and families 
are at this time of year. 

In the tale, three trees sit at the top of the hill sharing 
their hopes and dreams with one another and God. 

The first tree wishes to be a treasure chest, to hold 
riches and jewels. So often we seek to make our 
children be just that: a treasure chest to fill with hopes 
and dreams of college scholarships or financial 
success.

When we fast forward to the fate of the first tree, we 
find out it was made into a lowly trough, a manger, 
but not just any manger … the manger that would 
hold the greatest treasure of all: Jesus, the Christ.

The message of the first tree teaches us that we don’t 
have to fill our kids with treasures—that they aren’t a 
chest to be filled. As John 3:16 states, “For God so 
loved the world he gave his only begotten son.” Our 
kids are the gift, and sometimes that means not filling 
their hearts with our own treasures, but allowing them 
to find theirs.

The second tree wanted to be made into a great ship, 
carrying the kings of the world across the seas. Its dreams come true … but only sort of.  With humble beginnings as a fishing boat, the second 
tree toils day after day, until one special night. As a group of men climb aboard, storms begin to ring out, and there is great worry until the King 
of Kings waves his hand over the waters and says, “Quiet. Be still!” (Mark 4:39). 

So how can we be like the second tree? Spring and the end of the school year can be a hectic time. Activities beginning, transitions, and a lack 
of consistency can all lead to excitement and uncertainty. Alongside our St. Andrew Missional Focus on Mental Health, let’s find ways to make 
peace for our kids in this season of Easter, knowing full well how crazy it can be.

The third tree begins its journey cast aside as mere boards, but wanting only to point to God. Well, sure enough, the third tree becomes the 
very cross Christ uses to overcome sin and death on our behalf. 

So here’s my final challenge to you in this season of Easter: How can we teach our children (and our church) to point to God?

Is it participating in VBS as a student or volunteer? 

Is it being a worship leader at church? Singing in the choir? Teaching Sunday School? 

Consider this season of joy and renewal how you can use your time, talents, and gifts to point to God and our savior. 

He is risen! He is risen, indeed!

— Thomas Hartley, director of children’s and family ministries

CHILDREN’S & FAMILY MINISTRY: THE TALES OF THE THREE TREES
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Lupe Gonzalo understands all too well the hardscrabble life of a 
farmworker. She often had to wake up at 4 or 5 a.m. to travel to a 
farm, where she was handed a bucket and told to fill that bucket as 
many times as humanly possible during the day.

“That’s your job,” she said. “That’s what you’re there to do. And 
when you’re doing this work, sometimes you aren’t given the time to 
stop, take a break, to drink some water or to just gather yourself.”

While all farmworkers are subject to exploitation, women are 
especially vulnerable.

“For farmworker women, one of the main things that they have faced 
is sexual harassment and sexual violence in the workplace, which 
can be verbal but also physical,” Lupe said. “The women don’t really 
have an option of speaking out for themselves, because often if you 
do, you run the risk of losing your job. And if you lose that job, you’re 
not able to put food on your family’s table.” 

But Lupe’s and thousands of farmworkers’ lives were made better, 
thanks to the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW), a worker-
based human rights organization. CIW is a partner of the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program, a ministry supported by our gifts to 
One Great Hour of Sharing. 

One Great Hour of Sharing’s purpose of helping neighbors in need around the world remains constant, giving us a tangible way to share God’s 
love — not only through the ministries of the Presbyterian Hunger Program, but also Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Self-Development of 
People.  

“Accompanying the CIW as they struggle to bring safety and justice to the fields where our food is grown, I believe, is a perfect way to actualize 
our commitment to being a Matthew 25 denomination,” said Andrew Kang Bartlett, representing the Presbyterian Hunger Program. 
“Farmworkers face daily hardships rooted in racism, sexism and poverty, and our solidarity with them is a clear demonstration of our beliefs.”

“For us farmworkers, the support from Presbyterians across the county has meant the world to us,” said Lupe. “It has meant that we don’t feel 
like we’re alone, and that we’re not just demanding dignity and human rights, but that human rights need to be guaranteed. And we’re walking 
the walk together. Presbyterians have fasted with us, they’ve marched with us. It has been through collective action that we’ve been able to 
demand together a new day for farmworkers.”

It's a new day, because we are the Church, together. And when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: A NEW DAY FOR FARMWORKERS8 PREPARING FOR A MUSIC-FILLED EASTER AND BEYOND 9

For more information about the PC(USA)’s One Great Hour of Sharing, visit 
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs. Special offerings will be 
collected at St. Andrew during the worship services on Easter Sunday (9 and 
11 a.m.)

Upper: St. Andrew’s Resound! Adult Handbell Choir joined forces with the St. 
Olaf Handbell Choir for the closing number in the March 4 concert in the Sanctuary. It 
was the third of four events as part of this year’s new concert series, Melodious 
Harmony.  Lower Left: Abby Chen, St. Andrew’s organist, gave an organ recital on 
Jan. 21. Lower Right: Austen Wilson, St. Andrew’s director of music ministries, gave a 
solo vocal recital on Feb. 25. Stay tuned for more information about next year’s offerings.
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Easter Sunday: You won’t want to miss Easter 
Sunday at St. Andrew! Following the Sunrise Service 
in the Hub at 7 a.m. (See Page 10), the services at 9 
and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary will feature multiple 
ensembles.

The Resound! Adult Bell Choir, Brass Ensemble, 
and Organ will set the celebratory tone during the 
Prelude. The Logos Choir will lead Easter hymns and 
sing two anthems: one accompanied by the organ and 
a second piece that’s an exuberant gospel anthem 
accompanied by piano, drums, and bass—and 
featuring Paula Grady as soloist. Brass and Organ 
will inspire us to proclaim Christ risen through hymns.

Festival Choir: In case you missed the Festival Choir 
rehearsal on March 25, it’s not too late to join choir for 
singing on Easter morning (April 9). In order to sing 
during both services (9 and 11 a.m.), kindly come to 
rehearsal on Wednesday March 29 or April 5 from 
7:15-8:45 p.m. 

Melodious Harmony: Thanks to your support, the 
inaugural season of Melodious Harmony: Concerts 
@ St. Andrew was a resounding success!

Abby Chen kicked off the series with a memorable 
organ recital on Jan. 21. On Feb. 25, I provided a 
voice recital with music by J. S. Bach, Ralph Vaughan 
Williams, and spirituals arranged by Moses Hogan and 
Hall Johnson. 

Hosting the St. Olaf Handbell Choir on March 4 was an 
unforgettable experience and a wonderful collaboration 
with the St. Andrew Resound! Adult Handbell Choir 
with Laura Kastens conducting.

Finally, the Iowa City Flute Choir closed out the 
season. We reached our goal of providing affordable, 
accessible, and inspirational concerts and recitals for 
the Iowa City community.

Stay tuned for more concerts during the 2023-24 
season. If you would like to help out with next season, 
contact me at awilson@saintandrew-ic.org.

— Austen Wilson, director of music ministries

mailto:awilson@saintandrew-ic.org


Rooted in Faith | Growing to Serve Messenger   |   April 2023

Lupe Gonzalo understands all too well the hardscrabble life of a 
farmworker. She often had to wake up at 4 or 5 a.m. to travel to a 
farm, where she was handed a bucket and told to fill that bucket as 
many times as humanly possible during the day.

“That’s your job,” she said. “That’s what you’re there to do. And 
when you’re doing this work, sometimes you aren’t given the time to 
stop, take a break, to drink some water or to just gather yourself.”

While all farmworkers are subject to exploitation, women are 
especially vulnerable.

“For farmworker women, one of the main things that they have faced 
is sexual harassment and sexual violence in the workplace, which 
can be verbal but also physical,” Lupe said. “The women don’t really 
have an option of speaking out for themselves, because often if you 
do, you run the risk of losing your job. And if you lose that job, you’re 
not able to put food on your family’s table.” 

But Lupe’s and thousands of farmworkers’ lives were made better, 
thanks to the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW), a worker-
based human rights organization. CIW is a partner of the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program, a ministry supported by our gifts to 
One Great Hour of Sharing. 

One Great Hour of Sharing’s purpose of helping neighbors in need around the world remains constant, giving us a tangible way to share God’s 
love — not only through the ministries of the Presbyterian Hunger Program, but also Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Self-Development of 
People.  

“Accompanying the CIW as they struggle to bring safety and justice to the fields where our food is grown, I believe, is a perfect way to actualize 
our commitment to being a Matthew 25 denomination,” said Andrew Kang Bartlett, representing the Presbyterian Hunger Program. 
“Farmworkers face daily hardships rooted in racism, sexism and poverty, and our solidarity with them is a clear demonstration of our beliefs.”

“For us farmworkers, the support from Presbyterians across the county has meant the world to us,” said Lupe. “It has meant that we don’t feel 
like we’re alone, and that we’re not just demanding dignity and human rights, but that human rights need to be guaranteed. And we’re walking 
the walk together. Presbyterians have fasted with us, they’ve marched with us. It has been through collective action that we’ve been able to 
demand together a new day for farmworkers.”

It's a new day, because we are the Church, together. And when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: A NEW DAY FOR FARMWORKERS8 PREPARING FOR A MUSIC-FILLED EASTER AND BEYOND 9

For more information about the PC(USA)’s One Great Hour of Sharing, visit 
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs. Special offerings will be 
collected at St. Andrew during the worship services on Easter Sunday (9 and 
11 a.m.)

Upper: St. Andrew’s Resound! Adult Handbell Choir joined forces with the St. 
Olaf Handbell Choir for the closing number in the March 4 concert in the Sanctuary. It 
was the third of four events as part of this year’s new concert series, Melodious 
Harmony.  Lower Left: Abby Chen, St. Andrew’s organist, gave an organ recital on 
Jan. 21. Lower Right: Austen Wilson, St. Andrew’s director of music ministries, gave a 
solo vocal recital on Feb. 25. Stay tuned for more information about next year’s offerings.

ROOTED IN FAITH &
 M

USIC
Easter Sunday: You won’t want to miss Easter 
Sunday at St. Andrew! Following the Sunrise Service 
in the Hub at 7 a.m. (See Page 10), the services at 9 
and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary will feature multiple 
ensembles.

The Resound! Adult Bell Choir, Brass Ensemble, 
and Organ will set the celebratory tone during the 
Prelude. The Logos Choir will lead Easter hymns and 
sing two anthems: one accompanied by the organ and 
a second piece that’s an exuberant gospel anthem 
accompanied by piano, drums, and bass—and 
featuring Paula Grady as soloist. Brass and Organ 
will inspire us to proclaim Christ risen through hymns.

Festival Choir: In case you missed the Festival Choir 
rehearsal on March 25, it’s not too late to join choir for 
singing on Easter morning (April 9). In order to sing 
during both services (9 and 11 a.m.), kindly come to 
rehearsal on Wednesday March 29 or April 5 from 
7:15-8:45 p.m. 

Melodious Harmony: Thanks to your support, the 
inaugural season of Melodious Harmony: Concerts 
@ St. Andrew was a resounding success!

Abby Chen kicked off the series with a memorable 
organ recital on Jan. 21. On Feb. 25, I provided a 
voice recital with music by J. S. Bach, Ralph Vaughan 
Williams, and spirituals arranged by Moses Hogan and 
Hall Johnson. 

Hosting the St. Olaf Handbell Choir on March 4 was an 
unforgettable experience and a wonderful collaboration 
with the St. Andrew Resound! Adult Handbell Choir 
with Laura Kastens conducting.

Finally, the Iowa City Flute Choir closed out the 
season. We reached our goal of providing affordable, 
accessible, and inspirational concerts and recitals for 
the Iowa City community.

Stay tuned for more concerts during the 2023-24 
season. If you would like to help out with next season, 
contact me at awilson@saintandrew-ic.org.

— Austen Wilson, director of music ministries

mailto:awilson@saintandrew-ic.org


Rooted in Faith | Growing to Serve Messenger   |   April 2023

10 11HAVE YOU INTRODUCED YOURSELF TO THESE NEW MEMBERS OF ST. ANDREW?

GROW
ING TO SERVE THROUGH NEW

 M
EM

BERS

St. Andrew already has welcomed more than two dozen new 
members this year. We will be including profiles of these members in 
upcoming issues of our printed monthly Messengers and our 
emailed weekly Mini-Messengers. The contact information for all 
members is included in our Online Church Directory. For information 
on how to access the directory, contact the church office or visit 
https://bit.ly/sapcdirectory. 

Hillary and Dan Chappo started attending St. Andrew in 
February 2022, and they were struck by how intentional Pastor 
Rob Martin, Pastor Kyle Otterbein, and the broader congregation 
were in making them feel welcome.
“We look forward to contemplating the good news (and the 
challenge) given in the prompting each week during service,” 
Hillary said. “We also appreciate that, although as a church we 
may not all agree on every aspect of theological doctrine, we can 
support each other and lift each other up in a sincere pursuit of 
growing closer to Christ.”
Hillary and Dan both work at the University of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics. They love to garden, and they look forward to 
participating in the Lettuce Feed Others (LFO) ministry this year.
“We've also really enjoyed the Flipping Tables group (on 
Thursday nights in the Hub), which has given us the opportunity 
to discuss various faith topics and share our thoughts in an 
inclusive, relaxed environment,” Hillary said.
Dan enjoys playing pool and is in a pool league; Hillary plays 
violin, taking weekly lessons at West Music. They both enjoy 
fishing, morel mushroom hunting, and walking their beagle mix, 
Lucy. 

When Russell and Laurie Owen began attending St. Andrew, they 
discovered “a wonderful congregation of all ages actively engaged in 
church and community activities.” 
Russ is an engineer, retired from career in Aerospace and IT Services. 
Laurie is a retired speech pathologist and has been actively involved in 
ESL programs. They are avid sailors and have been sailing or boating all 
their lives. 
When in town, they especially love spending time with their son and 
daughter-in-law—and of course, with their granddaughter! Laurie enjoys 
pickle ball and book club; Russ enjoys hunting, auto mechanics, and just 
fixing things.
They look forward to getting involved in mission trips and various group 
activities.

When Anne Humphreys-Dengler and Vern Dengler started 
attending St. Andrew, they were impressed with the friendliness 
of congregation, the variety of music, and the opportunities for 
involvement.
“We were welcomed immediately,” said Vern.
Anne recently retired from UIHC as pulmonary nursing clinical 
coordinator, but she continues to work several days a week at 
UIHC. She has taken up zumba since retiring, as well as some 
classes through University of Iowa Senior College.  She loves 
Hawkeye sports and going on long walks.
Vern works at UIHC in Computer Information Systems. Aside 
from work and going to Hawkeye sports, he spends his time 
gardening, taking walks, engaging in various home repairs, and a 
little woodworking.
In their previous church, they were involved in Habitat for 
Humanity, the Building and Grounds Team, Session, Choir, and 
the Worship Team. 

I’ve been thinking about change a lot lately. This last year 
has been full of it both personally and professionally. 

Starting here at St. Andrew in August was a major change 
that required a leap of faith. It has been surreal working for 
the church I grew up in. Sometimes I have to remind 
myself that it’s real. And as we approach Easter, I am 
reminded how all things change. 

Easter is a fundamental, course-altering change for us. 
The central focus of our faith calendar is Easter. Jesus' 
death and resurrection, in part, shapes the tenets and 
ideas of Christianity. These themes of life from death, 
rebirth, entropy, and change.

Nothing stays the same. And that’s especially true in 
student ministry. As the supervillain Thanos says in 
Avengers: Infinity War: “Run from it, hide from it, fight it, it 
doesn’t matter, ‘change’ is inevitable.” 

So should we resist what comes, or should we embrace 
the newness of where God is taking us? 

Student Ministry should be in a constant state of change. 
Students themselves change year to year, and even month 
to month. 

Student leaders need to be asking themselves often 
questions like:
• How are we changing to meet students where they are?
• Are the policies, programs, language, and relational work 
still relevant? 
• Are we sharing the gospel message in a meaningful and 
life giving way? 
• How do we establish new patterns of worship and 
connection?

These questions should be exciting and drive us toward restoration and renewal. We should be filled with excitement about new ways of 
accomplishing old goals. The way we might do something changes, but the mission of caring for students never does. 

Easter is not exempt from change. Maybe you have come to one of ETC’s “SonRise” Services before. Even if you have not, maybe you’ve 
heard about them. Randy Hausler, our former youth director, would tell a story every year about hearing how “Jesus Is the Light of the World” 
(“Boom, Boom, Boom”), and it was something I looked forward to every year. Being part of a student-led service is always refreshing and 
restoring. It is full of possibility and excitement. Change can also be scary though; we are often resistant to new things and yearn for the 
comfort of the past. 

For Easter last year, our high school students were asked the question, “What does ‘All Are Welcome Here’ mean to you?” The sunrise service 
was formatted around how they answered this question and there is a banner hanging downstairs that was created as well. The answers 
students gave centered around inclusion, creating a space where friends can freely come, questions are encouraged, and respect for one 
another is central. We will continue to seek to make sure student ministry is a welcoming place, where change is not resisted, but embraced 
and encouraged.

I can’t tell you exactly what Easter morning will look like this year. It will be different in some ways, but hopefully in the ways that matter it will be 
the same. New life, resurrection, and restoration will be there. The hope that Jesus offers for a new way of living in community will be modeled 
by our students and leaders. We invite you to join us for a celebration of change and the possibility of hope in the promise of Jesus’ 
resurrection. 

— Matt Moore, director of student ministries

St. Andrew Student Ministries is excited to share that our summer trips for junior and 
senior high school students are open for registration:
     • Stronghold 2023: https://bit.ly/sapc-stronghold-2023
     • The Cross 2023: https://bit.ly/sapc-the-cross-2023

 NEW LIFE, RESURRECTION, & RESTORATION FOR STUDENT MINISTRIES
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https://bit.ly/sapc-the-cross-2023


Rooted in Faith | Growing to Serve Messenger   |   April 2023

10 11HAVE YOU INTRODUCED YOURSELF TO THESE NEW MEMBERS OF ST. ANDREW?
GROW

ING TO SERVE THROUGH NEW
 M

EM
BERS

St. Andrew already has welcomed more than two dozen new 
members this year. We will be including profiles of these members in 
upcoming issues of our printed monthly Messengers and our 
emailed weekly Mini-Messengers. The contact information for all 
members is included in our Online Church Directory. For information 
on how to access the directory, contact the church office or visit 
https://bit.ly/sapcdirectory. 

Hillary and Dan Chappo started attending St. Andrew in 
February 2022, and they were struck by how intentional Pastor 
Rob Martin, Pastor Kyle Otterbein, and the broader congregation 
were in making them feel welcome.
“We look forward to contemplating the good news (and the 
challenge) given in the prompting each week during service,” 
Hillary said. “We also appreciate that, although as a church we 
may not all agree on every aspect of theological doctrine, we can 
support each other and lift each other up in a sincere pursuit of 
growing closer to Christ.”
Hillary and Dan both work at the University of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics. They love to garden, and they look forward to 
participating in the Lettuce Feed Others (LFO) ministry this year.
“We've also really enjoyed the Flipping Tables group (on 
Thursday nights in the Hub), which has given us the opportunity 
to discuss various faith topics and share our thoughts in an 
inclusive, relaxed environment,” Hillary said.
Dan enjoys playing pool and is in a pool league; Hillary plays 
violin, taking weekly lessons at West Music. They both enjoy 
fishing, morel mushroom hunting, and walking their beagle mix, 
Lucy. 

When Russell and Laurie Owen began attending St. Andrew, they 
discovered “a wonderful congregation of all ages actively engaged in 
church and community activities.” 
Russ is an engineer, retired from career in Aerospace and IT Services. 
Laurie is a retired speech pathologist and has been actively involved in 
ESL programs. They are avid sailors and have been sailing or boating all 
their lives. 
When in town, they especially love spending time with their son and 
daughter-in-law—and of course, with their granddaughter! Laurie enjoys 
pickle ball and book club; Russ enjoys hunting, auto mechanics, and just 
fixing things.
They look forward to getting involved in mission trips and various group 
activities.

When Anne Humphreys-Dengler and Vern Dengler started 
attending St. Andrew, they were impressed with the friendliness 
of congregation, the variety of music, and the opportunities for 
involvement.
“We were welcomed immediately,” said Vern.
Anne recently retired from UIHC as pulmonary nursing clinical 
coordinator, but she continues to work several days a week at 
UIHC. She has taken up zumba since retiring, as well as some 
classes through University of Iowa Senior College.  She loves 
Hawkeye sports and going on long walks.
Vern works at UIHC in Computer Information Systems. Aside 
from work and going to Hawkeye sports, he spends his time 
gardening, taking walks, engaging in various home repairs, and a 
little woodworking.
In their previous church, they were involved in Habitat for 
Humanity, the Building and Grounds Team, Session, Choir, and 
the Worship Team. 

I’ve been thinking about change a lot lately. This last year 
has been full of it both personally and professionally. 

Starting here at St. Andrew in August was a major change 
that required a leap of faith. It has been surreal working for 
the church I grew up in. Sometimes I have to remind 
myself that it’s real. And as we approach Easter, I am 
reminded how all things change. 

Easter is a fundamental, course-altering change for us. 
The central focus of our faith calendar is Easter. Jesus' 
death and resurrection, in part, shapes the tenets and 
ideas of Christianity. These themes of life from death, 
rebirth, entropy, and change.

Nothing stays the same. And that’s especially true in 
student ministry. As the supervillain Thanos says in 
Avengers: Infinity War: “Run from it, hide from it, fight it, it 
doesn’t matter, ‘change’ is inevitable.” 

So should we resist what comes, or should we embrace 
the newness of where God is taking us? 

Student Ministry should be in a constant state of change. 
Students themselves change year to year, and even month 
to month. 

Student leaders need to be asking themselves often 
questions like:
• How are we changing to meet students where they are?
• Are the policies, programs, language, and relational work 
still relevant? 
• Are we sharing the gospel message in a meaningful and 
life giving way? 
• How do we establish new patterns of worship and 
connection?

These questions should be exciting and drive us toward restoration and renewal. We should be filled with excitement about new ways of 
accomplishing old goals. The way we might do something changes, but the mission of caring for students never does. 

Easter is not exempt from change. Maybe you have come to one of ETC’s “SonRise” Services before. Even if you have not, maybe you’ve 
heard about them. Randy Hausler, our former youth director, would tell a story every year about hearing how “Jesus Is the Light of the World” 
(“Boom, Boom, Boom”), and it was something I looked forward to every year. Being part of a student-led service is always refreshing and 
restoring. It is full of possibility and excitement. Change can also be scary though; we are often resistant to new things and yearn for the 
comfort of the past. 

For Easter last year, our high school students were asked the question, “What does ‘All Are Welcome Here’ mean to you?” The sunrise service 
was formatted around how they answered this question and there is a banner hanging downstairs that was created as well. The answers 
students gave centered around inclusion, creating a space where friends can freely come, questions are encouraged, and respect for one 
another is central. We will continue to seek to make sure student ministry is a welcoming place, where change is not resisted, but embraced 
and encouraged.

I can’t tell you exactly what Easter morning will look like this year. It will be different in some ways, but hopefully in the ways that matter it will be 
the same. New life, resurrection, and restoration will be there. The hope that Jesus offers for a new way of living in community will be modeled 
by our students and leaders. We invite you to join us for a celebration of change and the possibility of hope in the promise of Jesus’ 
resurrection. 

— Matt Moore, director of student ministries

St. Andrew Student Ministries is excited to share that our summer trips for junior and 
senior high school students are open for registration:
     • Stronghold 2023: https://bit.ly/sapc-stronghold-2023
     • The Cross 2023: https://bit.ly/sapc-the-cross-2023

 NEW LIFE, RESURRECTION, & RESTORATION FOR STUDENT MINISTRIES

https://bit.ly/sapcdirectory
https://bit.ly/sapc-stronghold-2023
https://bit.ly/sapc-the-cross-2023


St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
140 Gathering Place Lane
Iowa City, IA 52246

Website: www.saintandrew-ic.org
YouTube: http://bit.ly/SAPCYouTube
Email: office@saintandrew-ic.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintandrewic.org
Phone: 319-338-7523

Worship Schedule: 9:30 a.m. (most) Sundays

Easter Sunday: 7 a.m. | Sunrise Service (The Hub)
9 a.m. | Worship Service (Sanctuary)
11 a.m. | Worship Service (Sanctuary)

Rooted in Faith | Growing to Serve
If you would like to start/stop receiving the Messenger 
electronically, please email office@saintandrew-ic.org

April 2023

Non Profit
Organization

US Postage Paid
Permit Number 66

Iowa City, IA

Address Service Requested

MESSENGER

Pastoral, Ministry, and Administrative Staff

Pastors
  Rev. W. Robert Martin III, Lead Pastor & Head of Staff   rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org
  Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor    kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
  Rev. Mark Wilson Martin, Pastor Emeritus    pastormwm@gmail.com

Office, Finance & Communications
  John Benson, Finance Administrator    finance@saintandrew-ic.org
  Jeff Charis-Carlson, Director of Communications    jcharisc@saintandrew-ic.org
          and Media Ministries
  Jaymeson Harms, Building & Grounds Coordinator    jharms@saintandrew-ic.org
  Amy Schmidt-Rundell, Mission Outreach Coordinator    amysr@saintandrew-ic.org

Children, Family & Student Ministries (interim)
  Matt Moore, Director of Student Ministries    mmoore@saintandrew-ic.org     
  Thomas Hartley, Director of Children’s and Family    thartley@saintandrew-ic.org
          Ministries
  Nichole Hoffman, Children’s Ministries Outreach    nhoffman@saintandrew-ic.org
          Coordinator
  Sara Penn, Children’s Ministries Activities Coordinator    spenn@saintandrew-ic.org  

Music Ministries
  Austen Wilson, Director of Music Ministries    awilson@saintandrew-ic.org
  Laura Kastens, Assistant Director of     lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
          Handbell Ministries
  Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Ministries   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
  Abby Chen, Organist & Accompanist    achen@saintandrew-ic.org

mailto:rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:pastormwm@gmail.com
mailto:finance@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:jcharisc@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:jharms@saintandrew-ic.org
http://amysr@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:mmoore@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:thartley@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:nhoffman@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:spenn@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:awilson@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org
mailto:achen@saintandrew-ic.org

