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JESUS RIDES THE ROLLING SEAS OF OUR EXPECTATIONS2 3
Dear Ones,
 
The author Allison McGhee, in her book All Rivers Flow to the 
Sea, makes the following observation:
 
“You are most powerful when you are most silent. People never 
expect silence. They expect words, motion, defense, offense, back 
and forth. They expect to leap into the fray. They are ready, fists 
up, words hanging and leaping from their mouths. Silence? No.”
 
As we head into Holy Week (April 10-17), I am reminded that 
there was not a whole lot of silence offered up as Jesus made his 
entrance into the city of Jerusalem. The gathered crowds had high 
expectations of Jesus—and those expectations were “hanging and 
leaping from their mouths!” For here, before their very eyes, was 
the Warrior-King for whom they had been yearning! Was silence to 
be offered up? No!
 
Here, on their very streets, was their Warrior-Messiah who had 
come to slay their enemies and to shove aside Roman rule 
forever! Was silence to be offered up? No!
 
Here, in the face of religion controlled by the State, the crowds 
recognized their Warrior-Liberator who would lead them back to 
the Law. Was silence to be offered up? No!
 
But Jesus, riding not only on a donkey, but also on a rolling 
sea of expectation, was “powerfully silent,” to borrow the phrase from Allison McGhee. 

Certainly, Jesus could have avoided the suffering of Good Friday by accepting and embracing the 
expectations of those who would have made him a Warrior-Messiah-Liberator King aside from the 
cross. But in a radical commitment to his ministry of communicating God’s love for all, he 
journeyed down a path that inevitably made him one of the silent victims of the powers that be—
both political and religious.

As such, he suffered in the same way as many others had suffered around him. Stripped of all 
human dignity, exhausted by continuous pain, helpless before his executioners and the jeering of 
onlookers, deserted by his closest friends, Jesus was reduced to little more than a casualty of 
expectations left unmet!
 
In the Holy Week ahead of us this year, I hope we can remember—and never forget—that all our 
social orderings, and all our expectations of who we want Jesus to be, are interrupted on Good 
Friday by a cross of human construction. And as hard as it may be for us to comprehend, our 
connection to Jesus and the alternative Kingdom he proclaimed, will only begin to be established 
through our Easter concern for, and our Easter commitment to, those folks with whom the 
crucified Jesus chose to identify—the lost, and the last, and the very least valued.
 
Silence from Jesus on this point? No!
 
I hope you will join us for worship on Palm Sunday (8:30 & 11 a.m.), Maundy Thursday (6 p.m.), 
Good Friday (7 p.m.), and our services on Easter morning—the Son-Rise service (7 a.m.) in The 
Hub and our 8:30 and 11 a.m. services in the Sanctuary.
 
Easter blessings upon you,

Pastor Rob 

The Rev. W. Robert Martin III
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
140 Gathering Place Lane

Iowa City, IA 52246

Email: rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org
Cell: 650-283-0167
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P.S. At our Good Friday Service, we will hear readings from the narrative poem A Woman Wrapped in Silence, by 
John W. Lynch — a touching and human portrait of Jesus’ crucifixion and death from his mother’s perspective.
 
Also, in this Good Friday Service, we will be singing one of my original hymns entitled “A Cross of Our 
Construction." The words are written from the perspective of those who were present at the cross and who had 
found themselves threatened by Jesus’ teachings.  
 
Jesus’ rejection of the throne, his critique of the religious practices of the day, his commentary on the care of 
widows and the support of the marginalized, angered many and fueled the call to crucify him!  As the second verse 
of the hymn states, “No prophet will accuse us of turning a blind eye — His teachings are too dangerous and for this 
he must die!”
 
I hope you will read through the words of my hymn ahead of time so that, in its singing, you might have a deeper 
sense of that dark day!

Artwork by L’Engle Charis-Carlson (2021)
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OUR CHURCH FINANCES: IN NUMBERS …. AND IN WORDS4

— John Benson, finance administrator

5

Myrna Farraj is a member of the St. Andrew Personnel Team and the author of My Heart Is Singing: A Memoir (2014).

Spring Break delayed Session’s March 
meeting by a week, but the Session 
members quickly got to work on March 
24 and discussed church signage, the 
summer Sunday worship schedule, the 
beginning of a new Capital Campaign, 
funding requests for mission, and 
approving several requests for baptisms.
Session gave its blessing to a proposal 
from the Building and Grounds Team 
to add a blue and black sign (with the 
church name and logo) to the concrete 
wall on facing Gathering Place Lane 
toward the west of the church building.
Session received an update from Pastor 
Rob Martin on the recent overlapping 
work of the Personnel Team, the 
Staffing Model Task Force, and the 
Music Director Search Team in terms 
of addressing the congregation’s needs 
in  music, children's, and youth 

ministries.
Both Pastor Rob and Pastor Kyle 
Otterbein reported that their new small 
groups are going well and attracting friends 
and members of the congregation who 
have not previously been involved in small 
group studies.
Session approved baptism requests from 
the Grieser, Moraniec, and Whitney 
families, and approved the following 
funding requests from the Mission, 
Outreach, and Service Team:

 • $1,000 through Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance for Ukrainians affected by war.
 • $1,000 in tornado relief to be sent to 
Madison County Community Foundation.
Looking forward toward summer, Session 
approved a recommendation from the 
Worship Team to schedule a single 9:30 
a.m. worship service on Sundays from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day ).  The worship 
schedule will return to 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
services beginning Sept. 11, 2022. 
And Session heard the plans from the 
Stewardship/Capital Campaign Team for 
an April 23 dinner to celebrate the winding 
down of the current Capital Campaign and 
to kick-off the next one. Small group 
gatherings will be held in homes in late 
April and May, and the Commitment 
Sunday will be held in June.
The meeting was concluded by 8:25 p.m.

ST. ANDREW SESSION HIGHLIGHTS: MARCH 24, 2022

Pandemic, Politics, PRESSURE!
It’s way too heavy a load our world’s 
throwing at us. The question? How 
to stay clearheaded, centered in 
mind, ready to face what’s ahead? 
How to rise above the pressure? 
How to keep one’s equilibrium? 
It can be difficult to keep above the 
numbness and confusion that 
comes from the pressures of life not 
being normal. The answer? Seek 
connections. Focus on others. Be a 
volunteer. Find someone in need.
Listen … even by phone. Take a 
Thankful Walk. Make a Gratitude 
List. Above all pray, give it to God, 
then let go. God is love! 

For God has not given you the spirit 
of fear, but of power, love, and a 
sound mind: words of Paul to 
Timothy that are my most used 
precious Bible verse over many 
years. When tending to worry, fret, 
or obsess about events; past, 
present, or future, I recite this verse. 
Wake up, Myrna! You’re showing 
fear … not belief in the spirit of God 
in you. Where lies your hope? Do 
you trust that you can do something 
about your concern? If yes, act. 
Have courage to make a change. If 
not, show the love needed to let it 
go. Trust God! 

For two years we’ve struggled with 
life not normal … way too long. 
We’re at breaking points. Dreams 
are shattered. Life changes 
happened. We’ve missed out, we 
feel. Just when it seems better … 
another complication’s thrown at us. 
What to do? Pour another drink? 
Savor the left-over brownies? Hold 
a Personal Pity Party? Tempting? 
What will lift our despair?
Where can we put our talents? 
What can we offer? Who needs us? 
Maybe a new pastime that benefits 
someone in need or a connection 
we’ve neglected? Where do we find 
the beauty in this world? Think 
outside the box. God provides!

100-WORD MUSINGS: FAITH OVER FEAR AND COMPLACENCY
In an effort to make sense of our ever-changing world, St. Andrew member Myrna Farraj sits down at least 30 minutes every day and 
forces herself to come up with a 100-word meditation. Here are some examples of her self-exhortation and encouragement.

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH LEADERSHIP, FINANCES &
 REFLECTION
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CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH LEADERSHIP, FINANCES &
 REFLECTION
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SPRING BREAK WAS A SPRING CLEANING FOR YOUTH MINISTRY6
For many, Spring Break was a week of travel to warmer locales. For a group 
of junior high and senior high students, however, it meant a week participating 
in Spring Cleaning around St. Andrew. 

Each morning, between 8 and 13 students came up to the church and spent 
2.5 hours doing odd jobs. On Tuesday, the students (along with Tim Benson 
and Randy Hausler) cleaned windows both inside and outside of the Hub and 
Children's Ministry area, the Atrium, front entryway and MPR! (Using a 
squeegee can be fun!)

We spent Wednesday walking the church property  picking up wind blown 
trash! We walked more than 3 miles and picked up a combined 3 large 
garbage bags of trash!

Thursday began by tidying up the Sanctuary by moving the pews closer 
together and angling them in the correct fashion. (All in preparation for Easter 
morning.) Then we went outside and trimmed the ornamental grasses in the 
front parking lot in preparation for spring growth. 

Friday was our catch-up day. All the entryways had the snow shovels 
removed and buckets of sand taken to storage in the shed. All white boards in 

the church were cleaned, the Pop-Up Ministry Room was 
swept, and the large stainless steel sink from the old kitchen 
was brought indoors. Various St Andrew signs were returned, 
and the storage area off the Sanctuary was organized and 
swept. 

I am sure there are other things the teens did that I have failed 
to mention, but needless to say, they worked hard. 

— Randy Hausler, director of youth ministries

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH STUDY &
 FELLOW

SHIP

FOOD SECURITY: ST. ANDREW’S NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH HACAP 7
Jesus asks us to “feed my sheep.” This means to care for 
God’s people by sharing our resources and abundant 
blessings. To stay true to our calling, St. Andrew has 
become an agency partner with the HACAP Food 
Reservoir, opening the door to strengthening our existing 
programs and creating opportunities for new feeding 
programs. 

Here’s what that means:

HACAP is the Hawkeye Area Community Action Program, 
based in Hiawatha and serving nine counties in Iowa. It’s 
a food reservoir that provides food, for a small fee or for 
free, to about 1,200 partner agencies in the region—
including food banks, churches, childcare programs, and 
other non-profits. Partner status allows us to purchase 
food at a very low cost, as well as getting some for free, 
then we use the food for our feeding programs. 

As a partner, we commit to buying food every month—but 
there’s no minimum purchase—and distributing food 
every month. 

As we get started, our primary distribution program will 
be to provide food for residents in the Pheasant Ridge 
Neighborhood, near Fareway on Mormon Trek 
Boulevard, but the food distribution could take many 
forms. For example, we could buy food and host a picnic 
at Pheasant Ridge. In the summer, we could use produce 
from our Lettuce Feed Others garden, then supplement 
it with food from HACAP, then lead cooking classes here 
at the church for low-income residents. We could use HACAP food to make 
casseroles for the Free Lunch Program. 

To further understand what it means to be a partnership agency, think of the HACAP 
Food Reservoir as a big new grocery store that just opened. When we show our 
membership card, we can enter the store. Once inside, we can buy about 10 times 
as much food for the same price as if we were shopping at a regular grocery store.  
Plus, they will give us free food with every visit. 

It’s a bit like a matching grant—we have to fill out some paperwork and we have to 
provide some money, but that partnership allows us to stretch our resources to feed 
the hungry.

The shopping list changes each month. For our first food order in March, we 
received 3,015 pounds of food for $307.50. We paid for some food, like 12 one-
pound boxes of spaghetti for a total of $3. We got a lot of food for free, like canned 
pears, tomato soup, raisins, and Cheerios. Diapers were another free item.

There are many ways to be involved in this project. We certainly need folks to help 
with the monthly bagging and distribution of food, but we also need people who will 
help run the program—order food on-line, schedule the distribution days, etc. If 
you’d like to help, please talk to me for more details!

Meanwhile, we need your continued prayers as we grow this partnership—patience 
and grace for the St. Andrew organizers, blessings for the recipients of the food, and 
thanks to God for making it all happen. 

— Heather Woodin, director of children’s and family ministry

The Adult Ed program on April 3 
will focus on St. Andrew’s 
feeding programs and 
community partnerships. Guests 
include Olanthda Fields, youth 
program director for 
Neighborhood Centers of 
Johnson County, and several 
students in her programs. Sue 
Swearingen and Heather Woodin 
will share details of our 
partnership with HACAP Food 
Reservoir and our first food 
distribution at the Pheasant 
Ridge Neighborhood Center. The 
program begins at 9:45 a.m. in 
The Hub. 

In March, the Hawkeye Area Community Action Program (HACAP) delivered more 
than 3,000 pounds of food to St. Andrew to distribute to families in the Pheasant 
Ridge Neighborhood. The distribution is the start of a new partnership among St. 

Andrew, HACAP, and the Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County. Contact 
Heather Woodin about plans for additional Food Security efforts in April.   
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EXPERIENCE THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS IN ST. ANDREW’S ATRIUM8 FAMILY MINISTRY EVENTS FOR SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER

CONNECTING HEARTS THROUGH ART, CHILDREN’S EVENTS, &
 DONATONS

9
During this year’s Holy Week, you are invited 
once again to take a meditative journey to 
Christ’s cross. ETC, St. Andrew’s high school 
ministry, will be filling the Atrium with a display of 
the street art of Scott Erickson. (For 
information, visit www.scottericksonart.com.)
 
Erickson is an artist, author, performance 
speaker, and creative curate who mixes 
autobiography, mythology, and aesthetics to 
create art and moments that speak to our 
deepest experiences. 

St. Andrew first displayed Erickson’s “Stations of 
the Cross” exhibit during Holy Week 2021. This 
year, friends and members of St. Andrew are 
invited to walk among the images, and meditate 
on the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus, the Christ.
 
The Stations of the Cross began as a 
remembrance that pilgrims experienced while 
retracing Jesus’ final steps in Jerusalem. 

Wanting to share that practice and experience 
with people who couldn’t make the trip to the 
Holy Land, Erickson created local, portable 
stations of meditation.  

— Randy Hausler, director of youth ministries

Spring and Summer busy seasons for Children’s and Family Ministry at St. Andrew. Here is a list of activities to keep in mind as you and your 
family are planning out the next few months. For more information, contact hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.

"I was naked and you clothed me" 
— Matthew 25:36a

Since 2008, in partnership with the University 
of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics Psychiatric 
Department, St. Andrew’s Mental Health 
Initiatives Ministry has donated clothing items 
to the UIHC Psychiatric In-patients. 

Many patients are without family support, 
come from long distances, and enter the 
hospital with only the shirts on their backs.

In 2019, a transition took place: MHI 
transferred physical clothing support over to a 
UI Center for Advancement Fund, where only 
monetary support continues to alleviate the 
clothing needs for the psych units.

Hospital staff are now able to choose more 
items needed and purchase them directly.

MHI is also expanding support to assist 
people in the Crisis Stabilization Unit and 

UI staff say: This will make a HUGE 
impact! Checks payable to: St. Andrew; 
memo: MHI. Thank you!

— Marcia Murphy, MHI team leader

providing shoes and weighted blankets for 
inpatients.

Please consider participating in this new, 
expanded effort with a monetary contribution. 

Ignite
Wednesday, April 6

Free dinner (walking tacos and sides) at 5:45 p.m.; 
Activities at 6:30 p.m.
For people of all ages
Operation Christmas Child/The Shoebox Project is an 

annual holiday event when we fill shoeboxes with gifts for 
children in need around the world. During this Ignite program, 
we’ll create some fillers for the shoeboxes and do some other 
prep work. The big shoebox-packing party will be this fall. No 
registration or sign-up is required. 
 
A Parable, A Project, and…Pitas
Sunday, April 10

4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
For kids in 3rd-6th grade
Students are invited to join us for supper, then we will 

assemble images of Holy Week to share with the congregation.
 
Holy Week
Palm Sunday, April 10: 8:30 and 11 a.m. 

with Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 14: 6 pm,

with a potluck in the Atrium
Good Friday, April 15: Service at 7 p.m. 

Childcare provided
Easter: 7 am SonRise service;

8:30 and 11 am worship services
Childcare provided | No Sunday School

Charcuterie and Centerpieces!
Saturday, April 23

10 a.m.
For students in 3rd grade through high school.

CONSIDER GIVING TO THE CLOTHING MINISTRY LED BY ST. ANDREW’S MHI

We will create charcuterie boards and centerpieces for 
the St. Andrew Campaign Dinner to be held at the church that 
night. No experience is necessary and all the supplies will be 
provided. The food creations will be served during the dinner—
participants will not take home their boards. 
 
May Day, Mother’s Day, & Other Days!
Friday, April 29

6:30 pm
For people of all ages

Join us for this hands-on workshop when we will make baskets 
that can be given for May Day, Mother’s Day, or just to keep. All 
the supplies will be provided. Bring a dessert to share, if you’d 
like.
 
Last Day of Sunday School

Sunday, May 8
 
A Parable, A Project, and … Parfaits
Sunday, May 15

4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
For kids in 3rd-6th grade

Sign up at the desk in the Children’s Area or email 
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.
 
Vacation Bible School

Monday-Friday, June 13-17
8:30 a.m. to Noon
For children who will attend kindergarten in Fall 2023 

through those currently in 5th grade.
Older students and adults are invited to participate as 

volunteer leaders.
Registration forms for kids and leaders: 

www.saintandrew-ic.org/ministry-faith-formation/vbs-2022

http://www.scottericksonart.com
http://hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
http://hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org
http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/ministry-faith-formation/vbs-2022
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10 11ENTERING ‘HOLY GROUND’: WORSHIPPING FROM THE TECH BOOTH
Over the past two years, St. 
Andrew's Tech Booth has become 
an important site for connecting the 
in-person and remote congregation 
members who gather for worship. 
About 50 devices (watched by more 
than 100 people) are logged in each 
Sunday during the 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
services.

Through placing multiple 
microphones, adjusting camera 
angles, and designing slides for 
lyrics and responsive readings, staff 
and volunteer technicians strive to 
provide a real-time worship 
experience for those joining online 
—without distracting the in-person 
worship leaders and congregation.

As children's television icon and 
ordained PC(USA) minister Fred 
("Mister") Rogers observed 
decades ago: "The space between 
the television screen and whoever 
happens to be receiving it, I 
consider that very holy ground."

Our Tech Team doesn't always 
succeed in creating a seamless 
hybrid worship experience, but we 
have faith that the Spirit of God can 
move though internet connections 
and video as readily as the Divine 
Presence moves through in-house 
speakers and face-to-face 
conversations. We also believe that 
we worship a God who can use our 
mistakes and flaws as much as 
(sometimes even more than) our 
hard-learned expertise and practiced 
eloquence.

Over the past six months, I’ve been 
especially moved at how St. Andrew's Tech Booth also has become a site of welcoming outreach and family bonding.

Last fall's production of Children of Eden, for example, introduced Novembre Mullins to the broader St. Andrew community. The child of 
congregation members Rob and Becky Mullins, Novembre began overseeing sound for the musical, and they have continued helping in the 
Tech Booth multiple Sundays each month ever since.

A student of digital arts at Kirkwood Community College and an A/V tech for the Hotel at Kirkwood Center, Novembre has provided some 
professional support for the online livestream while more and more volunteers have been working the sound board and projector system for the 
in-person congregation. 

Several father-child groupings also have been learning the ins and outs of the Tech Booth. Staff member Lee Rabe, who has managed the 
livestream during several weeks, also has overseen his daughter Emily on the soundboard. Session members Tim Benson (father of Cade 
and Drew) and Eric Goers (father of Sophie and Chloe) likewise have overseen their junior and senior high age children in muting and 
unmuting mics on the board.

I've been especially blessed to train my own 12th grade daughter, L'Engle, and my 5th grade son, Leif, to work the cameras during 

livestreams. (And 11-year-old Leif has learned well enough to be able to 
further train Eric on how the system works.)

In recent months, we've also been joined by Mike Anderson, Dave Duys, 
and Worship Team Member Nathan Schuchert … not to mention junior high 
age twins Max and Locke Stephens. Technology Team member Tim Patrick has been joining worship remotely—
but always remains just a text (or a frantic phone call) away when a piece of equipment starts behaving in 
unexpected ways.

Tim taught me long ago that the Tech Booth offers “the best seat in the house” for worshipping on a Sunday 
morning. (It's his No. 1 suggestion in the list of Tech Tips included on this page.) There are times, of course, when 
unexpected technical problems shift us from a worship mindset into a problem-solving mode, but there's also an 
excitement that comes with conferring with friends and colleagues and figuring out solutions together.

While St. Andrew’s Tech Team always tries to minimize mistakes and to do our best to avoid distractions, we also 
strive to remind one another that our main goal is not the execution of a flawless technical production; it's the 
sharing of a transformative worship experience and the strengthening of our faith community.

If you would like to join us in the Tech Booth—in this "holy ground” where the Divine intersects with the Digital—feel 
free to contact me at jcharisc@saintandrew-ic.org or 319-330-3321.

⏤ Jeff Charis-Carlson, director of communications and media ministries

Tim Patrick's Top Ten Tech Booth Tips

#10: “Beyond clipping, what comes through the 
channel meters really doesn’t matter. It’s what it 
actually sounds like that matters most.”

#9: “If there are microphones of the same type, set 
the gain similarly so you know what to expect.”

#8: “Whenever you make changes, do it slowly 
because it’s less noticeable. Make changes in little 
chunks rather than in big chunks.”

#7: “If it’s too quiet, just keep bringing the faders up. 
If it’s still too quiet and you’ve already got the fader 
up to zero, then bring the gains up.”

#6: “The more microphones you have unmuted, the 
greater your chance of feedback.”

#5: “Keep your head up and watch what is going 
on."

#4: “If what you do makes it sounds worse, then don’t 
do that.”

#3: “Starting quiet and getting louder is always better 
than starting at 11 and having to bring it down.”

#2: “You never are going to make everyone happy 
with how you mix things.”

#1: “It may not necessarily seem like it, but this is an 
active way to worship … and from the best seat in 
the house.”

Lower left: Novembre Mullins, a student of digital arts and a part-time professional A/V technician, oversees the 
camera and audio system in the Sanctuary for the worship livestream on Christmas Eve 2021.

 Lower right: Fifth grader Leif Charis-Carlson operates the camera system during a Sunday morning worship 
service while his father and various volunteers operate the audio system and the in-house projector.  

Upper: Junior high students Drew Benson, Max Stephens, 
and Locke Stephens volunteer to operate the soundboard 
and projection system during a Sunday worship service.
Lower: Session Member Eric Goers takes some time to 
braid his daughter Chloe’s hair while she operates the 
soundboard during a Sunday morning worship service. 
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