
 

 

MESSENGERMESSENGER  
Sharing the Message of Christ in Our Lives as St. Andrew Presbyterian Church  Sharing the Message of Christ in Our Lives as St. Andrew Presbyterian Church  AAPRILPRIL  20212021  

The EarthThe Earth--Altering Reality of This Altering Reality of This 

Crazy Event Called Easter, Page 2Crazy Event Called Easter, Page 2 



 

 Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives 
2  Messenger | April 2021 

From the Leadership 

Dear Ones, 
 
How can it be that the trials and tribulations of Holy Week, and the goodness and glory of Christ’s resurrection, are now upon us! 
 
As we move closer to this high mark of our faith, I always like to take a little time to reflect on the meaning and message of Easter as 
the conclusion to my Lenten practices. 
 
In his book Resurrection: Myth or Reality?, the Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong makes the following observation that I have 
found extremely helpful while wrestling theologically with my own understanding of the Easter event: “Theology is a mental exercise 
engaged in by people who have two feet. It is always moving, never static, always changing, never fixed, and certainty and security 
can never be its goals. Integrity and honesty, not fixation and certainty, are the highest virtues to 
which the theological enterprise can aspire!”  
 
What do you think would happen if we aspired to be truly honest with each other about this crazy 
event called Easter? What if we were to speak with integrity about all of the contradictions and 
confusions around this first century happening—an event that is meant to be at the very life-center 
of our collective faith? And let me cut to the chase: For how do we reconcile all of the wide-ranging 
descriptions and images of a de-entombed, once dead man now alive again? Images like: 
 Mark’s dis-embodied Jesus who goes out ahead of us into Galilee, or 
 Matthew’s apparitional Jesus who offers roadside greetings to those passing by, or 
 John’s soon-to-be-ascended don’t-touch-me Jesus who appears among the lilies as a ghost-

like gardener, or 
 Luke’s unrecognizable Jesus who walks and talks and wines and dines on the outskirts of 

Emmaus and then vanishes into thin air?   
 
Yes, if I am truly honest about all this, I have to  admit that I feel a bit like the confused Peter—
who, after staring into the empty tomb, went home Easter morn scratching his head with no idea 
what to make of it!  
 
A writer I deeply cherish is a man by the name of  Bruce Bawer. I like him not only for his clear 
cultural critiques but also for his passionate honesty. Like many of us, Bawer fell away from 
Christianity in his early 20s but came back to church in his late 30s—bringing with him all of the still
-nagging questions he had about Christianity’s religious truth claims—all of those touchy topics which you were not supposed to 
inquire about!  
 
“Here I was, back in the pew” Bawer writes, “and while I didn’t feel compelled to take the virgin birth literally, the resurrection was 
different. It was Christianity’s central tenet, and for me it was a sticking point. I felt compelled to believe that Jesus had come back to 
life in exactly the way described in the Gospels—and this exactness wasn’t an easy thing to grasp given all of the different stories.  I 
had to admit that a lie detector would register a lie if I said I believed in the literal resurrection—and I wondered if that was true of 
other people. … Was it true of the person sitting next to me in the pew? Was it true of my pastor?” 
 
Yet even with these questions in mind, Bawer still struggled to believe that Jesus had literally walked out of his tomb and talked with 
his disciples.  He felt he had to, because everything else about Christianity, as he understood it, made beautiful sense. 
 
“Every Easter morning” Bawer comments, “my church would be so crowded, and the music and the liturgy so glorious, and the 
congregation’s shout that ‘The Lord is risen indeed!”’so fervent—every aspect of the worship service, in short, would come together 
so sublimely to proclaim the all-transcending love of God—that for a precious instant it seemed impossible that such beauty and 
devotion could exist unless the stories of the Resurrection were literally true. In that moment (or so, at least I told myself) I actually did 
believe. But during the rest of the year, the struggle to maintain that feeling was exhausting—and, usually, doomed!” 

The Earth-Altering Reality of This Crazy Event Called Easter 
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From the Leadership 

 
Like Bawer’s struggle, I find it 
exhausting and “doomed” if I try to 
literalize and physicalize the 
resurrection of Jesus. I can believe in 
Jesus’ Resurrection—to be sure—
but I get into trouble when I try to fix 
and secure the Resurrection in a 
specific place, and scene, and time. 
 
This is not to deny that something 
extraordinary happened in the very 
midst of the exhausted, 
demoralized—and as some would 
say—once-doomed lives of Jesus’ 
first followers. This is not to deny that 
a profound illumination filled up the 
very hearts and minds of Jesus’ once 
frightened but now fervent disciples.  
 
But what form that illumination took—
whether a ghostly gardener, or a 
moving apparition, or a roadside 
greeter, or a spirit gone out ahead of 
us into Galilee—ultimately doesn’t 
matter! 
 
For what does matter is that this 
life-changing, world-shattering, 
bondage-breaking illumination 
opened the disciple’s eyes to the 
truths implicit in the way Jesus 
had lived, and loved, and led 
people into the narrow path. 
 
What matters is that this life-
freeing, Earth-altering, justice-
seeking illumination opened the 
disciples’ hearts to the eternal 
love of the Divine—a love that neither class, nor condition, nor crucifixion could alter or cause to be absent.  
 
I wish you every blessing in the harrowing and holy days to come—and I hope you will join with me in journeying through this Holy 
Week ahead with open eyes, and open hearts, and open minds!  
 
Much Peace, 
 

Pastor Rob 
 
Rev. W. Robert (Rob) Martin, III 
Lead Pastor and Head of Staff 
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Connecting Hearts Online and In-Person Renewing Lives through Special Offerings 

 

“Christ is risen; he is risen, indeed!” 
 
As the St. Andrew family prepares to celebrate Easter in 
2021, we also are celebrating the widespread availability 
of COVID-19 vaccines. Even as we continue to improve 
our ability to reach those worshiping with us online, we are 
excited to welcome the growing number of people 
(vaccinated and unvaccinated alike) deciding to re-join 
us in-person on Sunday mornings. 
 
During Easter 2020, only about 10 people were physically 
present in the Sanctuary to inhale the aroma of the 
gathered lilies and tulips — while looking into iPhone 
cameras to read, sing, preach, and otherwise proclaim the 
good news that “Christ is risen; he is risen, indeed!" 
 
Over the past few months, as COVID numbers have gone down, the average Sunday morning in-person congregation has 
grown incrementally to around 30. Meanwhile, our online congregation has held steady, with anywhere between 300 or 
400 people joining us remotely from around the country — even from around the world. 
 
Rising COVID rates over the winter led the Session and Worship Team to plan for a pre-recorded service on Christmas 
Eve 2020 — an event that, during a typical year, would see the largest attendance for anything on the church calendar. 
Warming spring weather and improving public health numbers have encouraged St. Andrew’s elders and worship leaders 
to keep the building open for Holy Week services. 
 
This month’s Messenger is filled with information about those services. 
 
After Pastor Kyle leads a virtual Maundy Thursday discussion from his home dinner table, the Sanctuary will be open 
for the Good Friday Tenebrae Service, featuring live music and dramatic readings of John W. Lynch’s poem, “A 
Woman Wrapped in Silence.” 
 
On Easter Morning, St. Andrew’s Youth Ministries will lead a 7 a.m. Outdoor "SonRise" Service in the Upper Parking 
Lot — with the congregation being able to participate Drive-In Style. During the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service in the 
Sanctuary, the musical portions will have already been pre-recorded, but the sermon, the responsive readings, the 
positive energy, and the larger-than-ever floral display will be live.  
 
In the weeks after Easter, Pastor Rob has asked the Worship Team to begin experimenting with some new ways to keep 
our worship services accessible for people continuing to join us remotely, even as more people join us in-person. And 
the worship leaders and the pastors have again begun discussions about how and when to return to multiple services. 
 
In the scriptural accounts, neither Mary Magdalene nor the two disciples on the road to Emmaus immediately 
recognized the resurrected Christ in their midst. Mary only recognized Jesus after he called her by name, and the two 
disciples only after he sat down and broke bread with them. 
 
In the same way, we might not immediately recognize the variety of services and ministries that will emerge in a Post-
COVID St. Andrew. But we do know that “Christ is risen; he is risen, indeed!” And we also know the St. Andrew family 
will remain committed to seeking out new and inspiring ways to Connect Hearts and Renew Lives. 
 
— Jeff Charis-Carlson, Communications Consultant  

A Variety of Holy Week Services are Being Offered in 2021 

https://www.paulistpress.com/Products/1905-6/a-woman-wrapped-in-silence.aspx
https://www.paulistpress.com/Products/1905-6/a-woman-wrapped-in-silence.aspx
mailto:jcharisc@saintandrew-ic.org?subject=Holy%20Week%20services
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Renewing Lives through Special Offerings 

 Participating in This Year’s One Great Hour of Sharing 

One Great Hour of Sharing is the largest 
way Presbyterians come together to do 
mission and ministry with people in need.  
 
Through these gifts, we declare that the 
Church belongs with those suffering from 
the terrors of howling winds and natural 
disasters, with those who lost futures and 
livelihoods to COVID-19, and with those 
whose whole cultures are threatened as a 
result. 
 
We give because of where the Church 
belongs and because of who the church is. 
Please give generously to One Great Hour 
of Sharing this year so that our broader 
Church will continue to become, as Isaiah 
said, “repairers of the breach” alongside 
those experiencing great need. (For when 
we all do even a little, it adds up to a lot.) 
 
As we have in past years, St. Andrew 
will receive the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering on Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday. You can give in-person 
during those Sunday worship services 
or send a check to the church office (140 
Gathering Place Lane, Iowa City, IA 
52246). 
 
You also can give online through the St. 
Andrew's website (https://bit.ly/sapc-give) 
or through the One Great Hour of Sharing 
(https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/
offering/oghs). 

https://bit.ly/sapc-give
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs
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Connecting Hearts through Childlike Vision 

 

To help prepare for this year’s Palm Sunday, children from the St. Andrew family illustrated the triumphal entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-11). All of the artwork is included in a video at bit.ly/sapc-palm-sunday; a sample selection is below. 

Palm Sunday: As Illustrated by the Children of St. Andrew 

Participating artists online: Mateo Anderson, Leif & L'Engle Charis-Carlson, Isaac DeGroot, Anjana Mathews, 
Amber & Linden Moore, Isaac & Eleanor Penn, Emily & Kate Rabe, and Claire & Emily Vos. 

bit.ly/sapc-palm-sunday
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Renewing Lives through Art & Fellowship 

Explore Labyrinth, Stations of the Cross in the Atrium 

 As Holy Week approaches, I would like to 
invite you to experience the artwork of 
Scott Erickson (https://
www.scottericksonart.com). 
 
Scott is a touring painter, performance 
speaker, and creative curate who mixes 
autobiography, mythology, and aesthetics 
to create art and moments that speak to 
our deepest experiences. 
 
Using his passion and commitment to craft, 
Scott has been a working artist for over a 
decade. Inspired by his insight and vision, 
St. Andrew’s Youth Ministries recently 
purchased the rights to his portable art 
show, “Stations in the Street,” which 
depicts the various Stations of the Cross. 
 
The artwork, viewed as a series, helps us 
to follow Jesus’ journey as he 
accomplishes what he came to do. 
 
Scott asks us to move beyond the basic 
question, “Is God Real?”, and ponder the 
deeper questions, “Is there a God who is 
with us in all the ugliness of the world?” 
 
I encourage you to take the journey to the 

cross here at 140 Gathering Place Lane. 
The 12 images are on display in the 
Atrium, and it takes just a few minutes to 
walk through.  
 
Won’t you join us?  
 
While you are in the Atrium, you also can 
take a journey through St. Andrew’s 
Labyrinth, which will be available for 
personal pilgrimages and contemplation 
until Easter Sunday. 

Finally, don’t forget to join us Easter 
Morning at 7 a.m. in the Upper Parking Lot 
for this year’s ETC  “SonRise” Service. 
The live service will be held Drive-In Style 
outdoors in St. Andrew’s Upper Parking 
Lot. Sound will be available through FM 
broadcast, and the video will be 
livestreamed on the church YouTube 
channel. 
 
— Randy Hausler, Director of Youth 
Ministries  

https://www.scottericksonart.com
https://www.scottericksonart.com
mailto:rhaulser@saintandrew-ic.org
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(Making and) Breaking Bread on Maundy Thursday 

Maundy Thursday powerfully orients us 
around the table with Jesus at the center 
as we are gathered as the "body of the 
Messiah.” It is a time to remember who we 
are, a time to tell the story of God's people, 
and a time to celebrate the gift of Jesus' 
offering of life. 
 
Similar to last year, this year’s Maundy 
Thursday worship service will be 
livestreamed on YouTube from my home. I 
hope you will join LeAnn and me around 
your tables as I lead us in a communion 
service from our dinner table. 
 
There are a few things to keep in mind as 
you prepare for Maundy Thursday. 
 
On Maundy Thursday itself, prepare to 
share a meal with your family before the 
service begins at 7 pm. Look for a "dinner" 
guide coming out on Palm Sunday, March 
28. 
 
You can simply be ready for the service 
with your elements: bread (maybe a 
special bread you or your family like) and 
wine or grape juice.  
 
Or if you have sometime in the days before 
Thursday, you can join me for a special two
-step bread-baking experience to prepare a 

special "Naan" style bread to use in 
communion.. 
 
Step 1: I will lead a Zoom class to prepare 
the dough at 3 p.m. Palm Sunday (March 
28). During that class, we learn how to 
prepare and mix our ingredients, which will 
be refrigerated until we bake them. (Zoom 
link: http://bit.ly/bread-dough-1). 
 
Step 2: I will lead a second Zoom class on 
Wednesday (March 31) at 7 p.m. showing 
how to shape and bake the bread. (Zoom 
link: http://bit.ly/bread-dough-2.) 

Note: For these recipes, all you need is: 
 All-purpose flour,  
 Water,  
 Salt, and 
 Yeast. (If you need yeast, we have 

free packets available in the Atrium.) 
 
Other resources to enhance your Maundy 
Thursday worship include palm leaves and 
candles. All are available on the table just 
inside the front doors of the church 
building. 
 
— Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor  

http://bit.ly/bread-dough-1
http://bit.ly/bread-dough-2
http://bit.ly/bread-dough-2
mailto:kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org
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Renewing Lives through Easter Celebration 

“Good Friday is not about us trying to ‘get 
right with God.’ It is about us entering the 
difference between God and humanity and 
just touching it for a moment. Touching the 
shimmering sadness of humanity's 
insistence that we can be our own gods, 
that we can be pure and all-powerful.”  
 
― Nadia Bolz-Weber, Accidental Saints 
 
The St.  Andrew Good Friday Service will 
be held live in the Sanctuary at 7 p.m. on 
April 2. The service will also be streamed 
on our YouTube channel.  
 
This year’s service will include selections 
from an epic narrative poem, “A Woman 
Wrapped in Silence.”  
 
Written  in 1941 by British author John W. 
Lynch, before the renewal of scriptural 
scholarship, the text remains to this day 
both moving in its message and valid in its 
insights. 

But most importantly, especially on 
Good Friday, Lynch’s poem paints a 
moving portrait about the eternal 
significance of the relationship 
between a mother and her son as she 
witnesses Christ’s crucifixion and 
death on a criminal’s cross. 
 
After each selected reading from the 
poem, a candle will be extinguished 
and a live musical selection by 
Matthew Penning will be offered. The 
service will conclude with the Christ 
Candle being snuffed out, and 
attendees being asked to leave the 
Sanctuary in silence. 
 
We hope you will take the time to be 
part of this moving service ( in person 
or virtually). It is a time meant to spark 
your thinking and cause you to wonder 
anew about Christ’s crucifixion and death. 
 
— Rob Martin, Lead Pastor 

 
 

Live Music and Poetry Reading As Part of Good Friday 

 

mailto:rmartin@saintandrew-ic.org
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Connecting Hearts during the Darkest Times 

 

 With no Easter Vigil service scheduled for this year, St. Andrew’s church building will stand largely silent on Holy Saturday. During 
those quiet hours between our commemoration of the accomplishment of Good Friday and our celebration of the triumph of 
Easter Sunday, we encourage our friends and members to consider these insights from last year’s A Lenten Lexicon, produced by 
the Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Texas.  
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Renewing Lives through Resurrection Power 

The Anderson Family, in memory of Kenneth & Marjorie 
Klink 

Anonymous, in memory of Jane & Wally Johnson 
Shirley Barker, in memory of her mother, Sarah Barker 
John, Patricia, Allison, Ryan & Jared Benson, in 

memory of Frank & Alice Benson, Carroll & Helen 
Dimmick 

Allison & Kyle Bernard  
Graham & Maggie Dameron  
Jim & Ruth Dane, in memory of their parents and Don & 

Vivian Klotz 
The Etre Family  
John & Myrna Farraj, in memory of their parents  
Dan & Deb Fick 
Linda Fincham, in memory of Dick Fincham and to 

celebrate Spring! 
Twila Finkelstein, in honor of Family Love 
Lynne Ginsberg, in honor of Margie Loomer; in memory 

of Louis Ginsberg 
Sally Mathis Hartwig, in memory of Jeff Schuldt 
Randy & Peg Hausler: “Thanks Be to God!  He Is Risen, 

Indeed!” 
Paul & Margaret Heidger, in memory of Barbara 

Heidger 
Don Heineking  
Gordon Hinz, in memory of Marie and his son, Scott 
Phil & Pam Karp  
Laura Kastens 
Jean Koch, in memory of Don and Nathan Koch 
Janet Maas, in memory of Kelly Traw 
Mary Mixdorf  
Kyle & Molly Nicholson, in honor of Oliver's first Easter! 
Cecilia & Andy Norris, in honor of Jim & Barb Redmond 

and Linda Norris; in memory of Charley Norris 
Jeremy & Sara Penn, in honor of Isaac & Eleanor; in 

memory of  Samantha 
Paul & Pat Penn, in honor of Sara, Jeremy, Isaac & 

Eleanor; in memory of Samantha Lynn Penn 
Bryce & Rosemary Plapp  
Annie & Ted Potter, in memory of their grandmothers, Ola and 

Amanda 
Peter Riesz, in memory of Betsy and Sarah Riesz 
John & Joellen Roffman 
Amy Schmidt-Rundell, in honor of Rich & Mary Schmidt 
Karla Schmidt, in memory of Tim Schmidt 
Rich & Mary Schmidt, in honor of J. Wesley & Viola Mooty and 

Vina Haack; in memory of Timothy W. Schmidt 
Rebecca & Jason Schuchert  
Sue Swearingen, in honor of Marian Swearingen 

Mettie & Gregs Thomopulos, in memory of Florence Williams 
Joan Van Hulzen, in memory of her husband Don Van Hulzen 

and daughter Jill Van Hulzen 
Bruce & Dedi Walker 
Skip & Pat Wells, in memory of their loved ones 
Kathy & Bob Whiteside, in memory of Penny Watson 
Hank Wood, in memory of Sandy Schroeder Wood and Hansel & 

Mary Lucy Wood 
Pat Dustin Wood, in memory of Dick Dustin and her parents 

Florence & Bob Mills 

Deb & Rich Wretman, in honor of Lauren & Jackson Phelps; in 

memory of Marion Hazelton 

Honoring/Remembering Loved Ones Through Easter Flowers 
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