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Dear friends and members of St. Andrew,


You have been on my mind during Lent 2020. So, I want to offer you some 
encouragement and give you an update on the Connecting Hearts, Renewing Lives 
Capital Campaign. 


After a few years of being busy and distracted, I volunteered again to pray with the St. 
Andrew Lenten Prayer Project. As you know, over the six weeks of Lent, the Prayer 
Team organizes the church membership list to pray for each member and family by 
name.


While praying for you, I decided to “give up” listening to the radio in the car. This gave 
me a designated time to pray, driving to and from work or while on my way to pick up 
our kids at activities. Honestly, it has been a challenge, not to hit the radio button, not 
to jam in my car on the way home from work, not to soothe myself with pop tunes. But 
then the coronavirus epidemic arrived in Iowa. And I saw the meme go around the 
internet: “Honestly, I hadn't planned on giving up quite this much for Lent.” And my 
radio sacrifice seemed rather small.


What I want you to know is that in the midst of adversity and the unexpected, sickness 
and anxiety, my experience of Lent 2020 has not been one of loss and isolation, but 
one of giving and receiving. And I find myself amazed again at the talent and creativity 
and dedication of St. Andrew members throughout the community.


First, let me give you the update on the Capital Campaign. John Benson is doing a 
great job keeping us up to date on the numbers. We’ve included here a copy of his 
most recent update entitled, “Our Church Finances: In Numbers … And In Words.” If 
you have questions, contact him at finance@saintandrew-ic.org.


To date, we have 117 families or individuals contributing to the Connecting Hearts 
Capital Campaign. So far, we have received $627,113. More than 40 percent of pledge 
amounts were already paid in the first six months. The first $1 million pays the church 
mortgage through 2022. All additional money received will pay down principal on the 
loan.  


Thank you to everyone giving what they can, when they can. The work of the church is 
growing as fast as the epidemic. And we are ready to meet it. 
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Now back to my story of Lent.


To encourage my mind not to wander when I pray, I like to focus on a bible verse. The 
verse gives me an image, or a word or an idea to refocus my mind. So each week in 
Lent, I mediate on a new verse. This year, the verses lead me to love and abundance 
and protection that all comes from God.


• Ephesian 3:17-19 reminded me of the power and depth and fullness of God's love. 

• Isaiah 58:11 painted the image of a well-watered garden and a spring that never fails.

• Psalm 121 described how God protects us during our “going out and coming in.”

• And our recent guest preacher, Rev. Sarah Goettsch, uplifted us during video-

streamed worship with Psalm 23, our favorite psalm of all.


So rather than focus on all we were giving up, I found myself reminded of all that God 
gives, that He knows our need before we know it, and He has prepared for us in 
advance.


As part of our prayers in the Lenten project, we also contact many of our members by 
cards, phone, or email. How serendipitous that when the governor announced social 
distancing, including the closing of schools and businesses, I was already praying.  
Prayer helped me to stay connected both in thought and by email or social media. I am 
so encouraged to hear how all of you are managing the epidemic so far.


Thank you for all your gifts to the Capital Campaign and the general budget. Thank you 
for continuing to give and increasing your giving. Thank you for giving of your time and 
talent. Thank you for being ready for change and upheaval and witnessing to the living 
God in our community.  


It is a pleasure to celebrate another Easter with you.


Sincerely,


Christina Donelson

On behalf of the Stewardship Team





