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Love your neighbor – the Golden Rule – the second greatest command as identified by Jesus, is known by all 
of us. And still, we find it a difficult saying. It is outright difficult to do because people who are close tend to 
work on your nerves easily! A South African writer wrote many years ago, “To love one's neighbor is a tough 

command. It works better for people who live far away.” 

But we also want to choose who we have as neighbors. 

A young lawyer once wanted to get out of the predicament to love neighbor, and so, asked Jesus the  
important question, “… who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:25-36). Jesus had a parable to explain neighbors 
aren’t limited to fellow Americans, or members of the same church and faith, or even those who we live close 

to like in the Old Testament. 

   The real question is, “Whose neighbor am I?” The way to answer this question is linked with showing mercy. 

And we become a neighbor to the friendless, and those in need, when we demonstrate the mercy of God in our deeds. 

Are you a neighbor? Do you show mercy -- to your spouse, and your children, and the stranger you encounter? 
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To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 

Interim Senior Pastor 

Whose Neighbor Am I? 

A Note from Pastor Danie 

Session Highlights       by Elder Jeff Charis-Carlson 

St. Andrew’s Session held its regular 
monthly meeting on February 21 and a 
special meeting on February 28.  

Highlights of those meetings include: 

Communication: Session voted to  
continue its practice of making draft 
minutes available on the church’s public 
website as soon as the drafts are made 
available to Session members. Session 
also voted to reinstate the practice of  
writing a “Session Highlights” column to 
be included in the following month’s  

Messenger. 

Capital Campaign: Earlier this year,  
Session approved a contract with the 
company Horizons Stewardship to  
conduct a feasibility study for a new  

capital campaign. Speaking via speaker 
telephone, consultant Tom Norwood  
provided a preview of the study,  
highlighting the strong positive reaction 
among members interviewed and  
projecting that the church could expect a 
successful campaign to provide between 
$1 million and $1.3 million. The Session 
later voted to finalize a contract with  
Horizons to help us with the next  
three-year campaign. (For more  
information, talk to Elders Tim Benson, 

Beth Anne Pigge, and Bruce Walker.) 

Land Sales: Session approved a motion 
from the Land Sales Team to sign a  
six-month contract with Jeff Edberg to 
begin serving as the listing agent for the 
7.2-acre parcel of land that we call the 

Triangle, located directly south of our 
main campus. (For more information, talk 

to Elder Jeff Charis-Carlson.) 

Pastor Nominating Team: St. Andrew 
has officially requested permission from 
the Presbytery of East Iowa to begin the 
search for a new, permanent, installed 
pastor. The team will include two  
members of Session and five at-large 
members from the congregation. We are 
looking to vote on the at-large members 
during the June Congregational Meeting. 
(For more information, talk to Elder Sarah 

Brakke.) 

Alcohol Policy: Session is looking into 
whether to adjust the current policy 
against any alcohol on church property 
and allow for wine and beer at select  
activities. Members of the Building and 
Grounds Team will be talking with various 
groups to get their input on the possible 
policy change. (For more information, talk 
to Elders Dave DeGroot and Doug  

Wildes.) 

When this was written, Session’s next 
regular meeting was scheduled for  
Thursday March 28. Information about 
future Session meetings — and more 
detailed minutes of past meetings — can 
be found at www.saintandrew-ic.org/

about/session. 

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/about/session
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The Hoffmans come to St. Andrew from 
Sacramento California. They arrived in 
Iowa City in late June of 2018. Nichole and 
Scott have two children, Nevaeh, age 12, 
and Lily, age 7. Scott works at the  
Veterans’ Administrator as an  
Administrative Officer under the Programs  
Director and is currently working on his 
second masters degree. Nichole has a 
degree in Social Work and worked in  
long-term care with Alzheimer’s and hospice patients until they 
brought their daughters home through the gift of adoption. As a 
family, they love to travel and explore the world around 
them...snapping photos as they go! (Nichole is the photographer 
for our cover photo in this issue of the Messenger.) Before the 
Hoffmans moved to Iowa City, Nichole looked up churches with 
strong youth programs. “When we walked through your doors, we 
were welcomed with such love from many people. It felt like  
coming home,” Nichole says. When asked what led the Hoffmans 
to be members of the church, they said that the staff and members 
of St. Andrew have continued to invite them to take part in activities 
at the church, which made it an easy decision. “We already felt we 
belonged because of the kindness shown to all of us and the  
activities and services we have been able to take part in.” They say 
they are excited to get to know more St. Andrew folks through  
fellowship and growing together in our relationship with the Lord. 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

Meet Our Newest Members 

 Jenni Stephens 
Jenni Stephens and her husband, 
Christopher, were married in 2017. 
And, as Jenni puts it, it was a 
package deal! Christopher came 
with three amazing children,  
Helenipa, Max, and Locke. Max 
and Locke regularly attend St. 
Andrew with Jenni and are  
growing in their faith. Jenni works 

for SAS Institute as a software geek. Working from home, she 
designs and implements data analytics systems for federal, 
state, and local governments. In her spare time she plays and 
reviews board games, travels, and spends a lot of time with 
her family. Jenni would love to organize a regular board game 
night at St. Andrew! Jenni says her first attraction to St. An-
drew was the architecture and the pipe organ, but she stayed 
because of the fellowship and loving community. Jenni says 
she became a member because, “We are all called to take an 
active part in the body of Christ. St. Andrew is a great place 
for me to do that; it’s a welcoming community of disciples 
committed to doing God’s work and growing in faith.” 

The Hoffmans 

Thomas Hartley, originally from Ft. 
Dodge, Iowa, has actually been at St. 
Andrew since 2016 but recently decided 
to change his status from Affiliate  
Member to Member. He currently attends 
the University of Iowa where he is  
perusing a teaching degree in elementary 
education and will begin student teaching 
the fall of 2020. He would like to teach 
Kindergarten through 4th grade while 
coaching basketball or baseball. He is also a resident assistant, 
enjoys coaching and refereeing youth sports for all ages, and  
mentoring for Big Brothers/Big Sisters. Thomas says, “I’ve also 
been wonderfully blessed with the opportunity to work with the 
youth ministries here at St. Andrew.” Thomas teaches 3rd & 4th 
grade Sunday School and helps as a *spark* leader. He explains 
his time here this way, “It seems like everywhere I’ve gone and 
made great connections that it’s become obvious that God has 
loudly told me that I am supposed to be here!” 

Tom Woodruff 

Tom is a registered professional 

engineer who retired 30 years 

ago from the energy business 

working in the areas of labor  

relations and human resources. 

He and deceased wife Doris were 

members of First Presbyterian 

Church in Davenport. They have  

two children, four grandchildren, 

and five great grandchildren. 

Their family’s faith, leading by 

example, has always come first in 

their lives. Tom has been professionally recognized for his 

leading many volunteer efforts including writing many books 

and articles on a variety of subjects. When asked why Tom 

decided to join St. Andrew, he said, “St. Andrew has such  

potential to be a Christian force in our community, and I wanted 

to be a part of it.” 

 Thomas Hartley 



 

 

 

 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 
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Stewardship Directly Impacting Lives 

For the next several months in the Messenger, we will be sharing stories from people connecting the link  

between events, programs, and happenings at St. Andrew  

and the stewardship of our time, talent, and financial resources.  

For more information about this series, contact Chris Donelson at lenglejoan@yahoo.com. 

2019 Men’s Retreat      by Elder Dean Oakes 

Blood Drive        by Deacon Jim Dane 

Bananas, oranges—fresh fruit, my favorite, along with egg and potato  
casserole, donuts, rolls, mini-muffins, French toast with style. This was the 

breakfast that the men’s group provided for the men’s retreat. 

If you were excited about the breakfast, you soon discovered it was not the 
main excitement of the day, as Saleem Ghubril gave us the real low-down 
on Daniel. The first six chapters of Daniel were given to us in three  
sessions, with sharing time and questions to ponder. Numbering off by 
threes gave each group approximately ten men to a group. Time passed 

quickly, and I suspect not all ideas got to be heard. 

As Saleem made the presentation, we all were connected with the decision King Nebuchadnezzar made concerning the men of  
Judah, which included Daniel. I noted several smiles in the group as points were made, including on Pastor Kyle. His smile can be 

really big. 

After two morning sessions, lunch was laid out upstairs. We ate again (with cookies), and finished by 3:00. 

It was chilly outside, but it was sure a warm group inside as we went back to the real world. 

On behalf of the Deacons and 

Jim Dane, our thanks to all 

who took the time to donate 

blood this past month during 

our annual DeGowin Blood 

Drive. It was a success. 

Twenty-six folks gave blood – 

a figure that was a bit lower 

than last year but still about 

average. We are so grateful 

for all who gave of their time, 

pies, sweat – and literally 

blood - in making this happen. 

Indeed, your blood gives  

life to others.  

There can be no better gift.  

Thank you!  

The Deacons hosted another successful "Pie for a Pint" Blood Drive on Sunday, March 
10 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Last year St. Andrew donated 30 pints of blood, and the 

goal was to achieve that again.   

Preparations started several months in advance as Jessica Hinrichs, the DeGowin 
Blood Drive Coordinator, visited St. Andrew to check out using the HUB. The HUB was 

a near-perfect fit and will likely be the site of future blood drives. 

Sign-up sheets--both on paper and online--were placed several weeks in advance for 
members to schedule their blood donation and for members of the congregation to bring 
pies and quiches. The Deacons were thankful to receive donations of 15 pies and  

quiches. 

Complications developed when the weather forecast predicted snow and freezing rain 
on the day of the blood drive. In addition it was the weekend when the change to  
daylight time meant that all of the donors would have to remember to adjust for the hour 
earlier time change to make their appointments. Nonetheless, early on Sunday, March 
10, the staff from the DeGowin Blood Center arrived to find the parking lot covered with 
a sheet of sheer ice. Salt and the sun eventually melted the ice and no accidents were 
reported. In the end St. Andrew provided 24 pints of vitally needed blood. For a  
winter-time blood drive, it was highly successful, even though a few pints short of that 
achieved the year before. St. Andrew can feel proud in gifting life-sustaining blood at a 

time when the need is great. 

mailto:lenglejoan@yahoo.com
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Stephen Ministry 

Stephen Ministry Matches 
Super Bowl Experience 

S T E P H E N  M I N I S T R Y  I N  A C T I O N 

Bill Arnsparger spent 23 seasons as an NFL coach, with 

stops in Baltimore, Miami, New York, and San Diego. He 

then became a Stephen Minister at Torrey Pines Christian 

Church in La Jolla, California. 

 “Before I retired from coaching, my team was in the 
Super Bowl six times. I thought nothing would ever 
match that. But being a Stephen Minister has also 
been one of the greatest experiences in my life,” says 
Bill Arnsparger, who coached for 23 seasons in the 
NFL. His last stop was as defensive coordinator for the 
San Diego Chargers. After he retired from coaching in 
1994, he trained to become a Stephen Minister at  

Torrey Pines Christian Church in La Jolla, California.  

During his coaching career, Arnsparger heard about 
Stephen Ministry several times. “I knew it was  
important, so I waited until the right time in my life to 
get involved,” Arnsparger says. “The hours I’ve  
invested in Stephen Ministry have brought me closer to 

the Lord and to others in my congregation.  

“I find serving as a Stephen Minister very rewarding. 
It’s an opportunity to work with people and really help 
them. Each care receiver inspires me to build my faith. 

I always benefit from our time together.  

“I’ve learned that I can’t always predict and plan what 
each visit will be like. I work to be open to new  
developments, and I hang in there when new problems 
come up. I know I can’t just write a prescription to 
make my care receiver feel better. My job is to listen 

and to care. God takes care of the rest.” 

Asked about similarities between Stephen Ministry and 

football, Coach Arnsparger says, “Stephen Ministry builds 
confidence, both in the Stephen Ministers and in the care 
receivers. Stephen Ministry takes teamwork; in supervision 
we need to work together to provide the best care  
possible—to our care receivers and to one another. Each 
opportunity to care is a new challenge, a new experience, 

just as each game is.” 

Men sometimes wonder if Stephen Ministry is right for 
them. Coach Arnsparger shows that following Jesus in 

giving and receiving care is truly a “sport for real men.” 

Curious about Stephen Ministry? Contact Ted Potter at 
thelawlibrarian@gmail.com or Mary Beth Ross at iawood-

sunrise@gmail.com. 

The hours I’ve invested in 
Stephen Ministry have brought 
me closer to the Lord.  

 

    Coach Bill Arnsparger | Stephen Minister 

 Copyright © 2013 by Stephen Ministries St. Louis. All rights reserved. 

mailto:thelawlibrarian@gmail.com
mailto:iawoodsunrise@gmail.com
mailto:iawoodsunrise@gmail.com
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Cover Story 

‘A Neighbor Just Like You’: St. Andrew Celebrates the Music 

and Message of Fred Rogers            by Elder Jeff Charis-Carlson 

When I think back on my childhood in the 1970s, Mister Rogers 

looms large. 

I didn’t know then that his name was “Fred” — I didn’t even 
know he had a first name — but I knew all the words 
to “It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood,” 
which opened his show on PBS, and most 
of the words to “It’s Such A Good  
Feeling,” which closed every  

episode. 

I didn’t know at the time that 
Mister Fred Rogers was  
running every script past the 
early childhood  
educators at the  
University of  
Pittsburgh, and I had 
no idea that he was 
an ordained  
Presbyterian minister 
who viewed his work 
on children’s  
television as a sacred 

calling. 

I just knew I identified 
with his puppet X the Owl, 
and I took a guilty pleasure in 
occasionally visiting his  
television neighborhood for years 

after I supposedly had aged out of it.  

I didn’t watch “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood” as 
a teenager in the 1980s or as a college student in 
the 1990s. But the show continues, and I saw him age from afar 
— his sweaters looking bright and colorful while his hair grayed 

and his smile wrinkled. 

That’s why I was so intrigued back in 1998 when Mister Rogers’ 
face appeared on the cover of Esquire magazine with the  
headline, “Can You Say … Hero?” Tom Junod’s feature story 
has become a textbook example of long-form magazine  
journalism, and the relationship between Tom and Fred forms 
the basis of the bio-pic starring Tom Hanks that is scheduled to 

be released this fall. 

That story left a personal mark on me as well. I had moved to 
Iowa City two months earlier, and I read the magazine on the day 
before my marriage license application was due. Chris and I had 

been discussing hyphenating our names, but somehow  
Donelson-Carlson just didn’t sound right, and I 

needed some inspiration on what name to 

write on the form. 

It was Junod's focus on Rogers' use 
of the word "χαρις" — the Greek 

work for “grace” — that gave me 
the idea: "Maybe we should 

just add 'χαρις' (or Charis) 
to both of our names. 

After all, I'm sure there 
will be many times in 
our marriage when 
we'll need as much 
grace as we can 
get.” My last name 
has been confusing 

people ever since. 

Rogers died five 
years after that  

article was printed, 
and his legacy lives on 

through many groups,  
organizations and efforts  

inspired by his example —  
including the Pittsburgh Project, a 

Christian nonprofit community  
development organization founded by a 

former member of Iowa City’s St. Andrew 

Presbyterian Church, Saleem Ghubril.  

Since the mid-1980s, hundreds of St. Andrew youth have  
traveled to Pittsburgh over the summer to participate in the  
mission and outreach organized by the Pittsburgh Project. And 
Fred Rogers was impressed enough with the work being done in 
Pittsburgh’s Northside neighborhoods that he requested Saleem 

to speak at his funeral. 

The importance and timeliness of Fred Rogers’ legacy was  
reinforced in 2018, when Morgan Neville’s documentary (“Won’t 
You Be My Neighbor?”) and Maxwell King’s biography (“The 

Cross graphic by L’Engle Charis-Carlson  continued on page 7 
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Cover Story continued 

Good Neighbor”) reminded the world that there was once was a  
television personality who embodied the lessons of  

neighborliness, empathy, and compassion.  

Viewers and readers were reminded that Fred Rogers was more 
than just the man in the cardigan sweater who made a daily  
television visit to millions of households across the country. He 
was also a skilled musician, a student of cutting-edge child  
development research, an ordained Presbyterian minister, and a 

philosopher of childlike, simplistic wonder. 

That’s why, during the week after Easter, we at St. Andrew are 
excited to invite the broader Eastern Iowa community to a series 

of events examining life and legacy of Fred Rogers. 

On Thursday April 25, join us for a screening of “Won’t You Be 
My Neighbor?”, which is being hailed as one of the Top 10  
movies of 2018. Popcorn — along with plenty of Kleenex — will 

be provided. (Childcare will be provided.) 

 
 

On Friday April 26, 
the Keri Johnsrud & 
Kevin Bales  
Quartet will provide 
the Iowa City debut of 
their jazz album, 
“Beyond the  
Neighborhood: The 
Music of Fred  

Rogers.”  

 

 

 

On Saturday, April 27, all 
four musicians will be on 
hand at 10:00 am for a 
Master Class in jazz  
arranging, focusing on 
their process for finding 
the sophistication in  
Rogers’ deceptively  

simple songs. 

 

 

 

 

Later on Saturday 
April 27, author   
Maxwell King will  
discuss his 2018  
biography, The Good 
Neighbor: The Life and 
Work of Fred  
Rogers, in an event  
co-sponsored by the 
Iowa City UNESCO 
City of Literature. After  
discussing his book, 
King, who also serves 
as CEO of the  
Pittsburgh Foundation, 
will be joined by 
 Saleem Ghubril, who 
now serves as executive director of the Pittsburgh Promise. 

(Childcare will be provided.) 

Each of the three main events will begin at 6:30 pm and will take 
place at St. Andrew’s building at 140 Gathering Place Lane, near 
the intersection of Melrose Avenue and Highway 218 in Iowa 

City.  

Come join with us as we celebrate Fred Rogers’ legacy through 
film, music, and in-depth conversation and as we learn together 

how to be type of neighbor he always told we could be. 

As Mister Rogers reminded us at the beginning of every show, “I 
have always wanted to have a neighbor just like you.” For more 

information about the events, visit saintandrew-ic.org/mr-rogers.  

St. Andrew is able to offer these very special events to our  
neighbors because of the generosity of our members and 
friends. If you would like to donate and help bring these quality 
musicians and speakers to Iowa City, please stop by the church 
office or visit our GoFundMe site at https://bit.ly/2J8Gz84. We 

are so grateful for all your support. 

APRIL 25 | 6:30 PM 

April 26 | 6:30 pm 

April 27April 27   
6:30 pm6:30 pm  

http://www.saintandrew-ic.org/mr-rogers
https://bit.ly/2J8Gz84


 

 

The Big Table photos by Nichole Hoffman. 

The Big Table is a partnership with the Center for Worker  
Justice of Eastern Iowa. The program brings together people 
who love to cook, but need a place to practice their techniques, 
and those who like to sample food from around the world. The 
first Big Table dinners were March 15 and March 22 at St.  

Andrew.  

The Big Table offers plenty of  
opportunity to meet new friends and 
hear their stories. This is a time for  
diners and cooks to interact and get to 
know each other. Marcela Hurtado, 
vice-president of the Center for Worker 
Justice, explains, “With this pilot  
project the Center wants to continue 
with its  
mission to  

empower members of different  
communities. Through the kitchen, we 
will show the diversity of our cultures. 
Part of the goal is to develop enough 
skills so that one day they can start 

their own business." 

The meal is free but donations are  
accepted to help cover the cost of 
food. The menu for the first two  
dinners featured food from Sudan, Mexico, and Guatemala. 
Diners are encouraged to linger awhile and get to know the 

cooks and their families —plan to make an evening of it! 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 
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Being Neighbors/Helping Neighbors 

Love your neighbor as yourself. Love one another. Show hospitality to strangers. Do to others what you would have them do to you. 
Feed my sheep. Encourage one another and build each other up. The Bible is filled with stories, commandments, and examples of 
how Jesus is leading us to treat others. As we continue to discover how to live in and serve from this building on Gathering Place 
Lane, we find abundant opportunities to put our faith into action. “Love your neighbor” is easy when your neighbor is the sweet woman 
next door who brings you cookies warm from the oven and chicken soup when you’re sick. “Love your neighbor” might be a bit more 
challenging if you speak different languages, or look different, or have different political beliefs. Still, Jesus says love your neighbor 
anyway.  The people of St. Andrew are embarking on two new partnerships that will help us get to know our neighbors, hear their sto-
ries, and make connections. Both involve feeding His sheep. We ask your prayers for each of these projects, and ask you to consider 

how you might be involved. For more information or to participate, talk to Heather or email hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. 

The Big Table Summer Lunches 
The Summer Lunch program is a partnership with the Pheasant 
Ridge Neighborhood Center and an outgrowth of the School’s 

Out Day Camp held at St. Andrew.  

The Iowa City Community School District delivers a hot lunch to 
the neighborhood center from early June through mid-
August.  The free lunch is for anyone under 18, regardless of 
family income or address. The center has the space for this, but 

not the volunteers. 

St. Andrew has committed to providing volunteers to go to the 
center Monday-Friday for about two hours. That time includes 
serving lunch and leading an easy activity or game for children. 
Our goal is to create several teams of volunteers who will com-
mit to serving for one week at a time. That means that the 
same group would serve June 10-14, for example, then another 
group would serve June 17-21. This would require 4 people 
who are willing to serve as leaders for one week each month—
someone who knows the routine and can lead a small group of 

volunteers for 5 days.  

Please consider inviting your family, small group, or friends to 
sign up for a week or more. Children under 18 can eat for free. 
Students in junior high and high school can serve as helpers 

alongside two adult volunteers.  
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Scriptures For The Week 
Palm Sunday | April 14 

Wednesday of Holy Week | April 17 

Monday of Holy Week | April 15 

Tuesday of Holy Week | April 16 

Maundy Thursday | April 18 

Good Friday | April 19 

Holy Saturday | April 20 

Easter Sunday | April 21 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Luke 19:28-40 

Isaiah 42:1-9   Psalm 36:5-11 

Hebrews 9:11-15  John 12:1-11 

Isaiah 49:1-7   Psalm 71:1-14 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 John 12:20-36 

Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 70 

Hebrews 12:1-3  John 13:21-32 

Exodus 12:1-14  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12  Psalm 22 

Hebrews 10:16-25  John 18:1-19:42 

Job 14:1-14   Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 

Hebrews 10:16-25  John 19:38-42 

Isaiah 65:17-25  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 John 20:1-18 



 

 

10  Messenger | April 2019 

To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love, serving as Christ served. 

 Mission, Outreach, & Service 

Greetings!  As founder and  
coordinator of Mental Health  
Initiatives (MHI), an outreach  
ministry of St. Andrew  
Presbyterian Church, I am  
making a request for donations 
for the University of Iowa  
Psychiatric Department to use for 
the purchase of apparel (such as 
sweatpants) for psychiatric  
patients in units at the University 
of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics when 
needed to provide for their  

comfort. Any size monetary gift would be deeply appreciated. 
Actual sweatpants are no longer needed—just monetary  
donations are requested at this time. Questions can be directed 
to me at murphyma87533@gmail.com.  
 

People can make checks payable to St. Andrew Presbyterian 
Church and write “MHI sweatpants” on the memo line. Please 
either place the check in the box outside the church office or 
mail it to: Finance Administrator, St. Andrew Presbyterian 
Church, 140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA  52246. 
 

Thank you! 

www.hopeforrecovery.com/gifts-mhi-outreach-patient-clothing/  

Neighbors to people 
at the UIHC     by Marcia Murphy 

Neighbors to those in Need 
of a Home: InterFaith Build 
Habitat for Humanity has often put a tithe or 
portion of the money raised for a home in 
the United States to build a home in a needy 

country as a gift to God. 

As our congregation moved into our  
beautiful new church home, our Session felt 
that we should make a sizeable gift for a 
home for others. It was decided to make this gift through Habitat 
for Humanity with whom we had worked before. We would give 
two gifts of $25,000 to Habitat who has been building homes in 
the Iowa City area since 1994 for local people who without  
Habitat’s help could not purchase a home of their own. Habitat’s 

volunteers and donors make the mortgage affordable. 

This year the second $25,000 is the seed money for an  
InterFaith Build.  We will be building zero lot homes to house two 
families. We hope you will find your role to play in this effort 
whether it is construction, providing snacks and water for the 
workers, painting, landscaping, coming out to cheer us on, or 

praying for this project. 

We will begin weekly workdays mid-April usually on Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays. Sign up on the counter in the Atrium or 
contact Becka Simpson at b.yucuis@gmail.com or 
319/936.6939. No experience or tools are necessary! Enjoy 
working alongside our church members and folks from the  

Jewish, Muslim, and Christian faiths. 

Returning to America, for our family, 
has loads of complicated and layered 
emotions. We will be graduating  
another Frey kid, packing up our home 
in Kosova, traveling the United States 
connecting with family, setting up our 
home in Bozeman, Montana where our 
son, David, is currently attending Uni-
versity, prayerfully considering where 
the younger three will be placed in 
school for the year, and sending Steve 

out on the road to update all the church families that pray and 
support us financially. As a mom, I hardly know how to begin 
preparing for this huge transition. How do I equip my 3 teens for 
life in America? How do I help Raema find closure to her 15 
years of life here? Should I start packing up the house here or 
will the landlord agree to letting us keep our belongings in the 
house without charging us too much money? It feels like there 
are a million details and a million more obstacles in front of us. I 
have felt the panic and stress rushing through my body as we 

draw closer to our departure. This is all very real!  This is a true  
story.  This is our life.  I force myself to take deep breaths, I  
allow myself to cry, and I'm learning to accept and even lean into 
the grief.  If I am shut off from the pain, I will never fully embrace 
the joy.  This is the delicate and beautiful and messy balance.  I 
don't want to hide behind boxes during transition, I don't want to 
cower in the face of hard decisions, and I don't want to pull back 
the tears.  As I squeak out  
desperate prayers to God, He 
has reminded me that I have 
lost some of my excitement  
and thrill of being on an  
adventure.  All the new  
experiences we are about to 
have, and that trigger my  
weakness of wanting to control 
things, are intended to fill me 
with purpose, and pleasure, 

and delight.   

Neighboring in New Places: The Freys Head Stateside 

mailto:murphyma87533@gmail.com
https://www.hopeforrecovery.com/gifts-mhi-outreach-patient-clothing/
mailto:b.yucuis@gmail.com
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 Financials 

Every per capita dollar 
paid directly supports 
the mission of the 
church byfreeing up 
funds for Mission,  
Outreach, and Service 
(MOS) to distribute. 
The rate for 2019 is 
$38. —MOS Team 

Per Capita 

A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need 
around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, 

and helping to empower the poor and oppressed.  

 



 

 

Administration/Leadership 

Pastors   

  Rev. Dr. Daniel “Danie” deBeer, Interim Pastor  ddebeer@saintandrew-ic.org 

       Rev. Kyle Otterbein, Associate Pastor  kotterbein@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Rev. Mark Martin, Pastor Emeritus  pastormwm@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Office 
  John Benson, Finance Administrator       finance@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Sarah Dyck, Office & Communications Admin.  sdyck@saintandrew-ic.org 
 

 

 
 

Children, Youth, & Families 
  Randy Hausler, Director of Youth Ministries  rhausler@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s 

     & Family Ministries  hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org 

  
 

Music 
  Matthew Penning, Director of Music Ministries  mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Lee Rabe, Assistant Director of Instrumental Min.   lrabe@saintandrew-ic.org 
 Laura Kastens, Director  lkastens@saintandrew-ic.org 
  Nelda Wittig, Director  nwittig@saintandrew-ic.org 

  Christopher Arp, Intern  arpch01@gmail.com  
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
140 Gathering Place Ln, Iowa City, IA 52246 

www.saintandrew-ic.org 

office@saintandrew-ic.org 

319/338.7523 
 

Worship Times: 8:30 am + 11:00  am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 

Our purpose is to be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love 

and serving as Christ served. 

 If you would like to start/stop receiving the  
Messenger electronically, please email the church 
office. Allow one week to process your request.  

Child Sexual Abuse Prevention 
A training to help protect children from sexual abuse will be held twice 

at St. Andrew this spring.  

The program will be presented on Tuesday, April 2, from 6:30-8:30 
pm and Saturday, May 4, from 3:00-5:00 pm. Parents, Sunday 
School teachers, and all who volunteer with children and youth  

ministries are encouraged to attend one of the meetings.  

The program will be presented by Sarah Leckband, a facilitator at the 
Rape Victim Advocacy Program in Iowa City. The program, called 
Darkness To Light, equips parents and volunteers to help prevent,  
recognize, and react responsibly to child sexual abuse. The program 
website, darkness2light.org, says 1 in 10 children will experience  
sexual abuse before their 18th birthday--this means that whether you 
work with youth, are a parent, or are simply a member of a community, 
it is highly likely that someone you know or care for has experienced, 

or is currently experiencing, child sexual abuse.  

The training is free but registration is required and attendance is limited 
to 25 people per meeting. To register, email Heather Woodin at 

hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org. 
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