


Performance Notes 

In today’s program, I am playing a diversity of variations—some based on familiar tunes, some based on hymn tunes, 
some based on folk tunes, and some being ornate expansions of single, simple themes. Even though Christmas has 
just passed, we still can listen to some French Noël variations, and I have chosen two based on the Lutheran 
chorale. 

As I was creating a program for this afternoon, I also hoped to play something related to my role as a student of the 
University of Iowa, especially since the Krapf Organ was originally created for Clapp Recital Hall on the university’s 
campus. Happily, I learned that professors Gerhard Krapf and Delbert Disselhorst recorded their January 1973 
dedicatory concert for this organ. That concert 50 years ago, like this afternoon’s, began with Bach’s famous Toccata 
and Fugue in D minor BWV 565 and also included Pachelbel’s Christmas-themed chorale prelude (“From Heaven 
Above to Earth I Come,” written by Martin Luther in 1534).   

The Pachebel chorale is followed by one by Mendelssohn, featuring a German Chorale also written by Luther but 
based on the Lord’s Prayer. The piece has a theme and variations form with a fugue, and it ends with a sweet 
andante movement.  

Turning from sacred to secular tune, I will be playing my own variations on a Taiwanese folk song, “Flower at the 
Rainy Night.” The piece began as an improvisation while I was recording an album in the oldest church in Taiwan. It 
was raining that night, so I was having some fun improvising on this tune. Luckily, the sound engineer saved the 
recording, and I was able to include this arrangement on my CD. 

The organ I played for that recording originally came from the U.S., and like the Krapf Organ in St. Andrew’s 
Sanctuary, it now perfectly fits in its new home. I am always thankful and inspired to be able to play these historical 
instruments, so I also like to include an American tune in my program. Plus, “Concert Variations on ‘Old Folks at 
Home,’” arranged by Dudley Buck, is just a fun piece to play.  

Last, but not least, this afternoon’s program will end with a movement from Widor’s Symphony No. 6. It is a theme 
and variations form with virtuoso techniques. 

— Yu-Hsiang Abby Chen, January 2023 
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Theme and Variations 
An Organ Recital by Yu-Hsiang Abby Chen 

2 p.m. | Saturday January 21, 2023 

Classical 

 ✠ Toccata and Fugue in D minor BWV 565            J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 Noël X, Grand Jeu et Duo         Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772) 

Chorale  

 ✠ Chorale Prelude: Vom Himmel hoch, da komm' ich her           Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
  
 Organ Sonata No. 6 in D minor, Op. 65          Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
  Based on Martin Luther's chorale, Vater unser im Himmelreich 
  Chorale and variations: Andante sostenuto | Allegro molto | Fuga | Finale: Andante 

Folk tunes 

 Improvisation on the Theme “Flower at the Rainy Night”        Yu-Hsiang Abby Chen (b. 1986) 
  (Taiwanese Folk song) 

 Concert variations on “Old Folks at Home”        Dudley Buck (1839-1909) 

Theme and Variations 

 Symphony No. 6 Mov. | Allegro         Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 

✠ These pieces by Bach and Pachelbel were played and recorded by University of Iowa organ professors Gerhard 
Krapf and Del Disselhorst in 1972 during the dedication concert for what is now called the Krapf Organ (Casavant 
Frères Opus 3105 [1971]). 



The Performer 

Yu-Hsiang Abby Chen is an award-winning organist and a passionate accompanist who 
regularly can be heard ministering through the historic Krapf Organ for St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church in Iowa City. Currently pursuing her Doctor of Musical Arts degree at the 
University of Iowa, under the direction of Dr. Gregory Hand, Abby also serves as a teaching 
assistant, offering organ lessons to non-majors and undergraduate secondary students. 

Abby earned a Master’s degree from Manhattan School of Music, under the direction of 
McNeil Robinson, and she holds a Performance Diploma from Indiana University, where she 
studied with Dr. Janette Fishell. While in Indiana, she also served as Organist at Northwood 
Christian Church, Indianapolis.  

A native of Taiwan, Abby has served as Executive Director of American Guild of Organists, Taiwan Chapter, and 
was a lecturer at Taiwan Theological College and Seminary. Her album, "Singing Organ in the Rainy Night: Hear The 
Oldest Organ in Taiwan” won both Best Performance and Best Recording honors at the 30th "Golden Melody Awards 
for Traditional Arts and Music" in Taiwan. 
 

The Instrument 

Casavant Frères Opus 3105 (1971), now known as the Krapf 
Organ, has been described as the crowning element of the arts 
campus at the University of Iowa. After its 37-year home in Clapp 
Recital Hall was destroyed by a flooding Iowa River in 2008, the 
instrument sat unused for five years, until it was donated to St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church. Working with Dobson Pipe Organ 
Builders, St. Andrew harvested the organ’s three manuals, four 
divisions, 55 stops, 74 ranks, 32 pedal notes, and 3,796 pipes, and 
began the years-long process of restoration. On Easter Sunday 2018, 
the relocated and restored organ was played in worship for the first time, and it has been accompanying the choir 
and congregation at St. Andrew ever since. Later that year, the organ was officially renamed after the late University 
of Iowa organ professor Gerhard Krapf, who oversaw the design and construction of the instrument while also 
serving as an elder at St. Andrew. 

The Concert Series 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church is organizing a new, annual series of music events under the 

title, Melodious Harmony: Concerts @ St. Andrew. Partly due to the pandemic, many community 
members may not be familiar with St. Andrew’s current location or the wonderful facilities we have. 
We pray these Melodious Harmony concerts will help St. Andrew become a center for community 
music that nourishes all listeners in body, mind, and spirit. 

In addition to this afternoon’s organ recital by Abby Chen, the featured musical events will include: 
• Austen Wilson, in a vocal recital entitled, Songs of Travel, at 1 p.m. Saturday Feb. 25. 
• The St. Olaf Handbell Choir, along with St. Andrew’s Resound!, in concert at 7 p.m. Saturday March 4. 
• The Iowa City Flute Choir at 3 p.m. Sunday March 26.
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