
 

 

 
 

 Session Minutes draft 

7 p.m. Thursday May 20, 2021 

 

Moderator: Rev. W. Robert Martin III 

 

Attending Members: Elders attending in person: Melissa Fath, Crispin Ng’oma, Becka 

Simpson, Gregs Thomopulos, and attending via zoom were Graham Dameron, Kathy 

Duys, Susie Engelhardt, Eric Goers, Margaret Heidger, Nathan Schuchert, Toni Van 

Voorhis; Pastors Rob Martin (in person) and Kyle Otterbein (via zoom). 

 

Excused Members: Tim Benson, Beth Anne Pigge, Doug Wildes, Heidi Schmidt-

Rundell 

  

Scheduled Guests: Bruce Walker 

 

Pastor Rob opened the meeting at 7:06 pm with a devotional prayer, “A Way to Go”, 

from Frederick Ohler’s book, Better Then Nice & Other Unconventional Prayers.  

 

Motion: to approve the agenda with the personnel report moved to 

follow the finance report and add session function to the new 

business.  

           MSC 

 

Approval of Session Minutes: 

Motion: to approve session minutes dated April 15, 2021 with 

corrected spellings of Senead on page 2 and Ohler in the pastoral 

devotion and prayer on page 3 and approve the special session 

meeting minutes from May 10, 2021 as presented. 

         MSC 

 

 

 



 

Motion: to accept the following team reports with Pastor Rob 

communicating with Children’s & Family Ministry the session 

request to present them with decisions proposed for fall prior to final 

implementation: Building and Grounds, Interiors, Children’s and 

Family Ministry. 

  

           MSC  

 

Leadership Team Reports 

 

Lead Pastor: Pastor Rob Martin presented a draft letter to the congregation regarding 

wearing of masks, which was a collaboration among himself and staff and Jeff Charis-

Carlson. Session offered verbal approval for this to be sent to the congregation after 

commenting on how well-written this letter was and appreciation for its emphasis on 

safety.  Pastor Rob reported he had attended a conference conducted by Push Pay on 

the church and its digital future.  A presbytery meeting will be held on July 17th using St 

Andrew as a satellite hub for those gathering digitally.  September 10-11 will see St 

Andrew hosting a musical entitled Children of Eden thanks to an anonymous gift to 

cover the costs of the book rights; a goodwill offering will also be collected at the time of 

the event.  The musical will be presented outdoors and Wes Habley is coordinating and 

serving as musical director. 

 

Associate Pastor: Pastor Kyle Otterbein received presbytery approval today for his 

sabbatical and congratulations were offered.  He reviewed the names of the 

confirmands who were accepted into membership last night when they presented 

their faith statements to a quorum of elders present: Issac DeGroot, Riley 

Garibay, Thomas Gibson, Sophie Goers, Ivy Hendrickson, Zander Junge, Maxine 

Pech, Claire Vittetoe, and Grace Elizabeth Young.  Kyle is planning for fall on Friday 

nights, perhaps beginning in October, to hold café nights once or twice a month as an 

alternative to the downtown entertainment scene and serving as an arts option primarily 

for college-aged students and young adults in the community.  The focus would be 

engagement via art and music on contemporary questions and issues. Events may 

include a storyteller, coordinating with Matt Moore who has plans to bring Saleem 

Ghabril back to Iowa City to speak. 

 

Clerk’s Report: baptism for Oliver Nicholson was conducted on May 16, 2021. 

 

 

 

 



 

Action & Discussion Items From Teams: 

  

● MOS 

Motion: to approve the May funding requests of 1) Impacto Staff 

member support $1200 (our usual yearly contribution to help maintain 

programming -- especially important this year with COVID 19, 2) Ludvicek’s 

$1200, 3) Perry and Beth Oakes $3000, and 4) $455 to pay for former 

Brazilian intern Gabe's Visa extension. 

           MSC 

 

● Finance Team report from Elder Eric Goers: $36 k in the black so far this year, 

humbled by the generosity of this congregation; another $50K paid down on the 

capitol debt last month. 

 

● Personnel Team report from Elder Kathy Duys: proposing to hire Jeff Charis-

Carlson at approx 30 hours per week for a new position of Director of 

Communication and Media Ministry, a salaried position with continuing education 

and professional expense allowances.  Finance team is enthusiastically 

supportive of this position being filled by Jeff and the current budget can handle 

the expense for the remainder of this year, then the position will be added to the 

new budget for next year.  A request was made to add a mission component to 

the job description for this position, which personnel will undertake.  There is 

currently a monthly video on the mission of the month, for which the person in 

this position is playing a predominant role in producing. 

 

Motion: to hire Jeff Charis-Carlson for the newly created position of 

Director of Communication and Media Ministry. 

          MSC 

 

● Gifts & Memorials Team report from Elder Graham Dameron: there are 14 

different memorials to address currently and progress is being made. Since 2017 

a Memorial Book has been created and used to list memorials donated to St. 

Andrew in place of using plaques within the building.  A team report will be 

included from now on in the annual church report published for the February 

annual meeting. 

 

● Land Sales Team report by Elder Eric Goers: there has been an inquiry on 

outlet A but no offer made to purchase.  A history of offers has been compiled 

and is contained in the monthly written report.  Original member Dan Steele is 

stepping down from this team and a new member is needed. 



 

Motion: Land Sales Team is an Ad Hoc team whose membership is 

approved directly by Session. As such, the team requests that Dan 

Steele be allowed to step down immediately, after having served on 

the Team since its creation in 2016, and elder Becka Simpson be 

appointed to serve going forward. 

          MSC 

 

     

● Nominating Team: Elder Becka Simpson presented 2 motions on behalf of the 

team, a 3rd motion that came up in discussion at tonight’s meeting, and the slate 

of officers that will be presented on the ballot for congregational approval at the 

annual June meeting. 

 

Motion: To accept (with regret) Elder Karen Raynor’s immediate 

resignation from Session with regret and to thank Karen for her 

service.  

          MSC 

 

Motion: To call a hybrid Congregational Meeting for 11 a.m. Sunday, 

June 13, 2021, for the purposes of electing the new slate of church 

officers and for updating the congregation on church business. The 

meeting will originate in the Sanctuary as well as online via Zoom. 

          MSC 

 

Motion: to accept with regret and gratitude for his service the 

resignation of Crispin Ng’oma effective June 15, 2021 as he will 

move out state for a new employment position.  

          MSC 

 

● Worship Team report presented by Pastor Rob Martin: he reported there will be 

2 guest pastors leading worship during Pastor Kyle’s sabbatical this summer.  

The in-house attendance last Sunday was 101 and on-line attendance was 103. 

 

Motion: In August, to move the celebration of Communion to the 

second Sunday (Aug. 8) because neither St. Andrew pastor will be 

available on the first Sunday (Aug. 1).  

   

 

 

New Business 



 

● Session Function, presented by Pastor Rob Martin.  A review of the 3 broad 

categories of session responsibility was the major topic of discussion.  Officer 

examination may be recorded this summer to allow those who can’t attend in 

person to complete the training. Terminology in the Book of Order was 

highlighted in regard to “shall” meaning mandated by the denomination and 

“may” not being mandated by the denomination.  How the Presbyterian Church 

will handle virtual membership going forward will be a topic for the next general 

assembly in summer of 2022.  Pastor Rob defined the term affiliate member as 

being a 2-year designation (which can be extended for an additional 2 years) 

which allows college students in particular to be part of the life of a congregation 

without transferring their membership from their “home” church; these affiliate 

members are not allowed to vote at congregational meetings, however.  Also 

reviewed was the quorum requirement set by St Andrew in their by-laws: 9 elders 

if 16 members serve on session, 8 elders if only 15 are serving, 

 

Pastor Kyle closed the meeting with prayer at 8:28 pm. 

 

Next Meeting: 7 p.m. Thursday June 17, 2021 

   Zoom Link: http://bit.ly/June2021Session 

 

Patricia Benson      Rev. W. Robert Martin III 

Clerk of session      Moderator 
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