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Jesus said, 
“Whoever becomes humble 
like this child 
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
Whoever welcomes one such child 
in my name 
welcomes me” 
-Matthew 18:4-5 



Ode to Senéad 
 by Shaun Short 

In all you ever sought to claim, 
in all your vibrant desires, 
in all your joys and sorrows, 
you were passionate.  

The echoes of your passion, 
remain with us here and forever. 
But your atoms, journeying now across the stars, 
carry your passion with them. 

You are the blazing eye of Jupiter’s red storm, 
you are the vents of life within the methane lakes of her moons. 
You are the flaming heart of the sun,  
the enigmatic source of the Great Attractor.  

You are the pillars of the cosmos, latched to the cycle of entropy and rebirth.  
From the dust of stars did you gather,  
to the light of stars are you now reclaimed. 

And somewhere out there, a perfect constellation of three beauty marks, 
graces the left cheek of the universe.  
There your laughter forever resounds, beyond the reach of time.  

But your laughter sounds too within the chambers of our hearts, 
And your atoms dance and surge within the rivers of our veins. 
Oh sister, we will never forget, 
We will always remember, 

Your Passion.



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Prelude 

Welcome and Sentences of Scripture 

Prayer 

Readings from the Old Testament | Isaiah 61:1,3,10-11; Psalm 149:1-4  
  
Family Tribute | Make Me a Channel of Your Peace  
   adapted from the prayer of St. Francis and sung by Shaun Short at age 11    

Readings from the New Testament | Colossians; 3:12-17, Matthew 5:1-9 

Words of Life and Remembrance 
 Aileen Norris-friend 
 Video inspired by the song Tiny Dancer made by Fulbright Scholar Program 
 Zach Zook + Paula Holtzinger—Mennonite Central Committee Lebanon 
 Taiwan Fulbright Scholar Program—Tanmei Elementary School 

Song | Come, Holy Spirit, Our Souls Inspire     red hymnal, #231 

Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our debts,  
  as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Words from Family 

Commendation + Blessing 

Special Music + Photos | I Once Loved a Lass  -compiled by Daniel Short 

Recessional + Postlude 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
Rev. Kyle Otterbein, pastor 
Matthew Penning, director of music ministries 



ST. ANDREW|Presbyterian Church 
To be the body of Christ, living in Christ’s love and serving as Christ served. 
www.saintandrew-ic.org     319/338.7523

Memorial donations may be made in Senéad’s memory to the following: 

Following her graduation from the University of Iowa, Senéad volunteered with the Mennonite Central Committee in Beirut, 
Lebanon. The experience helping Syrian refugees and working with friends at the seminary in Beirut was a very 
impactful experience for her! For those who wish to provide a donation in celebration of Senéad’s life, the link below allows 
an opportunity to help people in the Middle East and Lebanon.

The COVID-19 pandemic interrupted Senéad’s teaching assignment in Fuzhou, China, leading her to return to 
Iowa City in February, 2020 where she continued providing online classes for her students in Fuzhou and also 
working for CommUnity Crisis Center and Food Bank in Iowa City. Some people may wish to donate to the 
CommUnity effort through the following link. 


