4th Sunday in Advent
December 23, 2018 l 8:30 + 11:00 am

We Gather in the Presence of the Triune God
Gathering Music | O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Welcome + Announcements
Prelude | The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

setting by Hal Hopson
setting by Robert Lau

Candle Lighting | (8:30) The Goers Family (11:00) The Hoffman Family
Unison Prayer
Thank you, God, for loving us and sending us Jesus to teach us about your love. As we prepare for
Christ’s coming, strengthen us to love others as you love us. Amen.
*Call to Worship
Our souls proclaim your greatness, O God.
And our spirits rejoice in you.
We will praise you as long as we live.
We will sing praises to you our whole lives long.
We will not trust in the powerful of this world,
but will trust in you—Creator of heaven and earth,
the One who gives food to the hungry, O God,
As we worship you in this place, as we light these candles in hope, peace, and joy.
Written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith: http://spaciousfaith.com.

*Gathering Hymn | Imagine red hymnal, #72

Hymns + Songs | Lift Up Your Hearts (red hymnal)
Bold Print | Speak or sing together in unison
*Please rise in body or in spirit

We Seek Renewal in God’s Presence
*Call to Confession
In the world, and in this season, there are many claims on our lives. We take this time to remember that in our
baptism, Christ claimed us as his own. We acknowledge before God and one another that we have not
followed Jesus Christ with all our heart and mind and strength. Trusting in God’s grace, let us pray.
*Prayer of Confession
God our Savior, we ask for your mercy. Though we have heard Mary’s song, we still seek security in
in pride, and power, and possessions. Though we know your story, we resist the costs of following
you. We pass by those considered lowly in this world. We turn away from hungry people who still
wait to be filled. Forgive us, we pray. Help us to work for the justice you intend. Make us messengers
of the peace you bring. As we wait for you, turn our apathy into acts of love and service. We pray in
the name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
Friends, God is for us and not against us. For that very reason, God sent the Son into the world—not to
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.
We believe in the good news — in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
*The Peace | time of greeting
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The Word of the Lord
Old Testament Lesson | Micah 5:2-5a
Bible, pg. 756
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm Lesson | Psalm 80:1-7
Bible, pg. 470
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Epistle Lesson | Hebrews 10:5-10
Bible, pg. 976
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Time for Young Disciples | Heather Woodin, Director of Children’s and Family Ministries

Parents who would like to have their children (3 year old-Kindergarten) participate in Children’s Time are welcome to accompany their children
downstairs during the congregational hymn.

Congregational Hymn | O Little Town of Bethlehem
red hymnal, #88
Gospel Lesson | Luke 1:39-45
Bible, pg. 831
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Message | Rhyme and Singing
Rev. Dr. Danie de Beer

Responding to the Word
Worship with Tithes and Offerings
Prayer requests may be written on a prayer card and placed in the offering plate.
Offertory | St. Louis Ayre
by J. William Greene

SAPC Give Now

*Offertory Response | Sung to “Lift Up Your Heads”
To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One,
praise, honor, might, and glory be
from age to age eternally.
Text: 9th century Latin hymn, translated by John Mason Neale

*Prayer of Dedication
The Lord’s Prayer + Prayers of the People
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending
*Sending Hymn | Hark! The Herald Angels Sing red hymnal, #80
*Charge + Blessing
*Postlude | Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
setting by John Leavitt
You are invited to remain for the postlude. Soli Deo Gloria! Glory to God Alone!

Today’s Worship Participants
Matthew Penning, director of music
Christopher Arp, music intern

Heather Woodin, director of children’s and family ministries
(8:30) Myrna Farraj, (11:00) Becky Benson, worship leaders

Join us for a soup supper at 6:00 TOMORROW.
Please bring a soup, bread/crackers, vegetable, fruit,
or dessert. Drinks and tableware will be provided.

Announcements Continued

Welcome! We are happy to have you here with us today. If you would like more information about St. Andrew,
please indicate your interest on the Connection Card. Join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments after the
service. This is a wonderful way to meet the St. Andrew family.
Prayer: If you desire a personal time of prayer, we’re here to pray with you and for you. Please join a
prayer partner at the Prayer Room at the back of the Sanctuary immediately following the worship service.
All ages are welcomed in our worship services. Worship materials for children and adults, including large print
hymnals, bibles, and bulletins are available on the shelves outside the north sanctuary doors. A T-Coil hearing
assist loop is also available for those with this feature on their hearing aids.
If needed, infant and toddler care (up to age 2) is provided downstairs in the Nursery. Children’s Time, for ages 3
years through Kindergarten, is also downstairs.
Prayer Requests may be written on a blue Prayer Request Card and placed in the offering plate.
QR Coding for Giving: The QR code in the Sunday bulletin is an electronic code that links to the giving page on
our church website. In worship, we respond to God’s love with our offering. We hope that people who like
technology will use these prompts to connect their gifts to our worship.
Connection Cards are one way we can extend welcome and hospitality to our guests while also helping us
consider steps we can take in the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ. We ask each person to fill out the card and
place it in the offering plate. Members, once your contact information is correct, you only need to write your name.
For further reflection and action...
 I will encourage and help my family to sing more.
 Was there any time in your life that things turned out better when you managed to sing in spite of…?
 This year, I will intentionally listen to the music of Christmas.
The flowers are given by Paula McCue in memory of her mother who gave birth to her so many years ago and
whom she continues to love and admire.

Adult Education for January
& Early February

Cross + Roads Epiphany Event for
All Ages on January 6

Serving Christ Locally & Globally | January 13, 20,
27 & February 3
St. Andrew’s Mission, Outreach, & Service Team
begins a series of presentations by St. Andrew
members on their mission experiences locally and
globally and by community members informing us of
needs and how to get involved. (Location: MPR)
Holiday Detox: Welcoming Christ After the Modern
Day Madness | January 13, 20, 27 & February 3
A discussion of how we can impact our community
positively after the decadence of the “traditional”
American holiday. (Location: Room 128)

The term epiphany comes from a Greek word meaning
"appearance," "manifestation," or "revelation" and is
commonly linked with the visit of the Wise Men (Magi) to
the Christ child (Matthew 2:1-12). We will celebrate
Epiphany at 9:45 am Sunday, January 6, with activities
and Epiphany hymns .Join us for a casual time of fun
and fellowship for all ages. (Location: Atrium)

Church Office Closed
December 25 through
January 1
The office will be closed from December 25 through
January 1. If you need to reach a pastor, you can
contact Pastor Kyle at 319/400.6546.

Grief During the Holidays
The Stephen Ministers at St.
Andrew want to share an
article by Rev. Justin
Schlueter about grief at the
holidays. You can find it at
https://bit.ly/2ASLanq. They
have also provided grief
materials in the Atrium for
you to take home, such as
the "Grief and the Holidays"
pamphlet pictured to the left.

Christmas Joy Offering Today
and December 24

Child Care Needs
We have several opportunities for volunteers to
provide child care over the next few weeks. At least
two of the caregivers must be adults (over 18) who
have been screened by our Child Protection Policy
Team. Additional adults and youth under 18 may help
when two screened adults are present. Our needs are:
By giving to the Presbyterian Christmas Joy Offering
(one of four special offerings of the Presbyterian Church
(USA)), you provide assistance to current and retired
church workers in their time of need and to our future
leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color. St. Andrew will be
collecting the offering today and at the December
24 worship services. Thank you, in advance, for your
generosity!




Christmas Eve, at the 5:00 & 7:00 services
Sunday, December 30, at the 8:30 & 11:00
services
 Wednesday, January 9, during Logos Choir
rehearsal from 7:00 to 8:30 pm
 Thursday, January 10, during TRUE Moms from
9:00 to 11:00 am
If you can help once or more, call Heather
(319/338.7523) or email hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.

Music Ministry Opportunities
Unique Opportunity for Ministry Immersion
Are you open
to new
experiences
and new
cultures? Do
you have an
extra room in
your home?
St. Andrew is teaming up with former director of
music, Shelly Moorman-Stahlman to provide a
ministry immersion experience for 10 Brazilian
young adults between February 12 and July 2.
There are opportunities for more than providing a
bed including helping with rides while in Iowa City,
offering unique experiences, or just building
relationships with brothers and sisters in Christ.
Questions? Talk to Matthew Penning, mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org, or Heather Woodin,
hwoodin@saintandrew-ic.org.

Cocoa and Carols Today Between Worship Services!

Our Fellowship Team is hosting the Annual St. Andrew
Cocoa and Carols sing-along between worship services
(9:45 - 10:45 am) today in the Atrium. The Fellowship
Team will provide hot cocoa and coffee, and Jeff
Charis-Carlson will play the piano.

Christmas Concert Matinee Today at 2:00 pm

Hosts Needed Luther College Choir Event—Jan.31

Come relax and enjoy an afternoon of Christmas Choral
Classics! Who doesn't love choral music at the holidays?
Our own Director of Music Ministries, Matthew Penning,
will be playing the Krapf Organ as well as leading the
audience in singing carols. Freewill donations will be
accepted, and free childcare will be provided for
audience members.

St. Andrew will be
hosting the 2019
Dorian Choral
Invitational led by
Luther College, and
we are seeking
people to help with
dinner and overnight
stays for the 70 voice
Nordic Choir. Four
area high school
choirs have been
selected to work with the Luther College choral faculty
and Nordic Choir, the top-touring choir. If you are
interested in hosting two or more college students
overnight, or can help out with the dinner, contact
Matthew Penning, mpenning@saintandrew-ic.org.

Project Holiday
Project Holiday is a special service of The Crisis Center Food Bank to provide
food so Johnson County families in need can prepare their traditional holiday
meal. The Food Bank provides a variety of food options, and clients will be able
to choose the best items for their family. To donate, visit jccrisiscenter.org/project-holiday or take a tag from the wreath at the ministry counter
at St Andrew and mail in your donation! Questions? Contact LeAnn Otterbein at
leann.otterbein@gmail.com. Thank you!

The Mitten Tree
St. Andrew has, again, set up a tree in the lower level Children’s Ministry
area to collect your “decorations”! Please bring new or like-new mittens,
gloves, scarves, ear-warmers, and hats to hang on the tree. These will all
be donated to community groups after Christmas. Thank you for “decking”
our Mitten Tree!

Stewardship Update & Thank You!

During this Advent Season, we celebrate leadership; past, present and future through support of the Christmas Joy
Offering. We do so because church leaders greatly impact our lives of faith, walking with us down the path to be
more like Jesus. We are so grateful for the 130+ families or individuals committing to ministry at St. Andrew with
our annual stewardship campaign. Thank you for your servant leadership in Johnson County and beyond. God
bless you and those whom you love.

Leadership
Interim Senior Pastor ............................................................................................. Rev. Dr. Danie deBeer
Associate Pastor ......................................................................................................... Rev. Kyle Otterbein
Music Director ................................................................................................................. Matthew Penning
Assistant Director of Instrumental Ministries ............................................................................... Lee Rabe
Assistant Director of Children’s Vocal Ministries ..................................................................... Nelda Wittig
Assistant Director of Handbell Ministries............................................................................. Laura Kastens
Music Intern ...................................................................................................................... Christopher Arp
Children’s & Family Ministry Director ............................................................................... Heather Woodin
Youth Ministries Director ..................................................................................................... Randy Hausler
Pastor Emeritus .............................................................................................................. Rev. Mark Martin
Finance Administrator ........................................................................................................... John Benson
Office & Communications Administrator .................................................................................. Sarah Dyck

January Birthdays
Nyamuoch Miak
Matt Weitzel
Bill Hoeft
Sandra Reed
Mary Jo Abbott
Spencer Heath
LuAnn Robinson
Emily Moraniec
Mindy Olson
Madelin Otterbein
Anita Spenler
Marlene Stanford
Sarah Noser
Molly Trimble
John Yanik
Mark Smith
Callum Scott
Stacia McGrath
Glenda Rabe
Mary Nixon
Angela Storm
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Kristen DeGrazia
Bethany Lagani
Connie Steele
Cher Wirth
Beth Dowd
Abby Sparks
Bob Boelman
Becky Peterson
Leslie Finer
Richard Lagani
John Engelhardt
Eliza Reinhardt
Joan Lange
Maria Lofgren
Myrna Farraj
Dana Simcox
Ernie Found
Erika Law
Beckie Aghsaee
Bump Elliott
Dave Duys
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January Anniversaries
Mary & Woody Murphy ...................................................................................................................................... 01/15

