
 

Special Session Meeting via Zoom 

November 15, 2020 

Zoom Congregational Meeting  

Meeting called to order by Pastor Danie DeBeer at 11:08 am and opened with prayer. 

Quorum established at 65 and number of 130+ well over that minimum. 

The PNC introduced themselves and spoke to the congregation with a review of their process and their 

rationale for offering a call to Pastor Rob Martin as St Andrew head of staff.  Becka Simpson, co-chair, 

began this presentation, followed by members Tim Patrick, Marylu Watkins, Thomas Hartley, co-chair 

Aaron Shileny, Wes Habley, Dean Oakes, Sara Penn, and Kathi Anderson.  In 2019 the church reviewed the 

past and future needs of St. Andrew during a mission planning process.  The PNC was nominated and 

elected in the spring of 2020.  They are responsible to the congregation, not the session.  The first task 

was to write the Mission Information Form (MIF) which reflects the personality and needs of St Andrew 

and where we envision St Andrew to go in the future.  They leaned heavily on the mission planning team 

documents of 2019 to formulate the MIF and determine the primary characteristics desired of the new 

pastor.  The PNC undertook a prayerful discerning process to complete their work in reviewing 42 

candidates for senior pastor.  It was pointed out that most candidates were ordained prior to 1990 and 

30% were female, but all females under consideration withdrew prior to the selection of finalists.  Five full 

interviews were conducted to determine finalists, who were given an opportunity to visit Iowa City and St 

Andrew.  The PNC was unanimous in their decision to offer a call to Reverend W. Robert Martin, who 

exemplified the characteristics of pastoral care, relationship building, energy and enthusiasm, active 

listening skills, going out into the community to grow membership and relationships, inclusivity, and 

passions for worship and mission, among other qualities. 

Pastor Danie introduced Reverend Rob Martin who spoke to the congregation.  He stated this was the 

only church to which he submitted his resume and stressed prayer and discernment were paramount in 

his and his wife Do’s decision to accept a call to serve St. Andrew, that they are excited to begin ministry 

here.  He said his door is always open and his phone is always on if anyone needs to talk.  He believes 

pastoral care comes above all else.  He asked prayers as he begins to disengage with his present 

congregation in N. Carolina as the congregation and staff have become like family.  He looks forward to 

coming to Iowa City and building relationships with St Andrew.  Rob thanked Danie for his leadership 

over these past two and a half years, and thanked the PNC for their work,   

Pastor Rob then left the meeting.  Becka Simpson presented the motion from the PNC to the 

congregation: 



The PNC moves that the members of St Andrew church concur with the PNC’s report and elect the 

Reverend W. Robert Martin III as the congregation’s installed pastor according to the terms of call 

submitted by the committee. 

MSC, with 

overwhelming approval via anonymous zoom poll. 

 

Pastor Rob Martin returned to the zoom meeting at 12:06 pm.  A prayer of thanksgiving was offered 

from Pastor Danie in regard to this new future for St. Andrew and he complimented the staff.  Pastor 

Rob again shared that he is excited about this new call and thanks everyone and looks forward to being 

in our midst soon, perhaps by mid-January 2021.   

Pastor Rob Martin closed the meeting with prayer at 12:09 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Patricia Benson       Danie DeBeer 

Clerk of session       Moderator 

 

 


