
Session Highlights, April 16, 2020


During its April 16 meeting, St. Andrew’s Session voted to create some longterm, roll-
over accounts for larger maintenance items and interiors projects. The vote will allow 
Session to set aside money for projects (like new pews and HVAC repair) year by year, 
rather than solely through the annual operating budget.

Session also heard the report of the Pastor Nominating Team, which has named Becka 
Simpson and Aaron Shileny as co-moderators and Sara Penn as the secretary. The 
committee, which was elected unanimously in the April 5 Congregational Meeting, has 
begun writing the “Ministry Information Form” that will serve as the “help wanted ad” 
for St. Andrew’s next called pastor. The committee hopes to have a draft of that form 
ready for Session to consider by next month.


Session also clarified its building use policy during the COVID-19 pandemic. In keeping 
with the governor’s restrictions on gatherings of more than 10 people, Session voted 
last month to continue with livestream-only for worship services on Sunday until the 
elders determine that it is safe to return to public worship. The building doors remain 
locked throughout the week, and the building has been closed to the public for all non-
essential activities. Staff members have the option to work from home whenever 
possible.


Session likewise voted to discontinue in-person children’s and youth programming until 
Session determines that it is safe to gather in-person again. The vote impacts the 
planning for summer youth programs, including Stronghold, VBS, and the Pittsburgh 
Project.


Session also approved the Finance Team’s motion to apply to Two Rivers Bank for a 
forgivable loan under the new Cares Act Paycheck Protection Program. The 
congregation’s financial condition remains very strong, but out of an abundance of 
caution during the pandemic, St. Andrew is applying for a loan that would cover eight 
weeks of payroll and utilities. Under the new program, a loan approved for that limited 
amount is potentially forgivable — and any part deemed not forgivable has an interest 
rate of only 1 percent annually. “There appears to be no downside in applying,” 
Finance Administrator John Benson told Session via email. The Presbytery of East 
Iowa has given its approval on the loan application as well.


The Building and Grounds Team has adjusted the contract with the church’s custodial 
service. Until Session reopens the building to the public, the cleaners will come only 
once a week to focus on deep cleaning needs that don’t usually get addressed while 
the building is being used regularly.




In terms of external mission, Session approved the following funding requests from the 
Mission, Outreach & Service Team:

• $1,000 to Iowa City Compassion to support its outreach to the local immigrant 

community.

• $1,000 to Impacto, our mission partner in Guatemala.

• $675 as an advance on Marcia Murphy’s new book, published in conjunction 

with her AIM/MHI ministries.

• $2,500 to the Free Medical Clinic to provide medical care for those without 

insurance. 

• $1,000 to the Center for Worker Justice to help workers find resources 

especially during this time of business closure.

• $2,095 to the Presbyterian Education Board of Pakistan to cover the tuition for 

an additional 3 students once they are able to return to school after COVID.


Even as we are scattered and physically distanced from one another, the work of the 
church goes on. You are in our prayers, as we hope we are in yours.

The next Session meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday May 21.


— Jeff Charis-Carlson, April 17, 2020


